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RESIttS.VTrON  OF  Mil.  C.XLT  —  SESSION  OK  18()7-GH  —  SrEAKK.Itsnil'S  — 
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("OrXCII,  —  ASSASSINATION  OK  THOMAS  I)'a1!<'V  MCdEE — SELECTION  OK 
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OOVERXOIi'S    SALARY — THE     orroSITION     LKADEIJSHIl'— OUC.ANIZATION     OK 

the    i'hovincial  (ioveunment  ok    (intaimo— .lohn    sandkiki.it    ma(  - 
Donald's  ai)MINisti!Atii>n. 

Sir  John  Macdonalp  has  been  more  thuii  once  known  to 
observe  that  his  j^'reatest  triumphs  were  won  before  Con  federa- 
tion. I  apprehend  that,  in  saying  this,  he  had  in  his  mind  th(! 
extraordinary  difficulties  which  beset  his  path  in  former  days, 
when,  from  reasons  whicli  I  have  attempted  to  cxi)hun,  hi; 
ii'C(|uently  found  himself  in  a  minority  in  his  own  province,  and 
♦lependent  upon  his  friend,  Mv.  ('artier,  for  parliamentary  sup- 
port; when  he  was  compelled  to  undergo  the  fatigues  and 
responsibilities  pertaining  to  the  position  of  First  ^linister, 
witliout  the  prestige  and  authority  whieli  actual  possession  of 
VOL.  II.  u 
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that  office  alone  confers.  1  think,  too,  that  he  desired  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  younger  generation,  to  whom  the  events 
(jf  1854,  and  even  of  18G4,  had  become  matters  of  history,  that 
liis  title  to  fame  did  not  rest  solely  upon  the  extension  and 
consolidation  of  the  Dominion,  the  inauguration  of  the  National 
Policy,  or  the  construction  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Piailway, 
liowever  important  those  events  might  be,  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  give  an  opinion  as  to  which  portion  of  Ids  life  witnessed 
his  greatest  work,  but  so  much  is  certain,  that  after  Confedera- 
tion his  pre-emi:  ince  was  more  generally  recognized  than  it 
liad  previously  been.  From  1867  onward,  whatever  may  have 
lieen  his  anxieties  and  responsibilities,  he,  at  any  rate,  had  no 
rivals.  There  can  be  no  truer  test  of  a  man's  capacity  than  is 
iifforded  by  enlarging  his  sphere  of  action.  ^lany,  wlio  in  the 
parish  council  are  looked  upon  as  very  oracles  of  wisdom, 
([uickly  find,  on  mingling  with  their  fellows,  that  nature  never 
intended  them  for  leaders  of  men.  Tried  by  this  standard,  Sir 
John  Macdonald's  claim  to  greatness  admits  of  no  dispute.  In 
the  province  of  Canada,  while  undoubtedly  the  controlling  mind 
of  the  Liberal-Conservative  party,  he  was  continually  hampered 
by  jealousies  within  the  camp.  Put  in  the  wider  arena,  we 
hear  no  more  of  rivalries.  Here  he  is  facile  princeiys,  and  is 
everywhere  recognized  as  such.  The  inclusion  of  Xova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  brought  a  Tupper  and  a  Tilley  into  the 
field,  and  those  who  in  the  past  might  have  been  disposed  to 
(Question  his  right  to  the  leadership  of  the  united  party,  speedily 
found  that  the  question  was  no  longer  who  should  be  first,  but 
Avho  sliould  hold  second  place.  As  time  went  on,  and  the 
( Confederation  flourished  and  expanded  East  and  West,  so  like- 
wise grew  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  his  followers  to  the  great 
chieftain  whom  they  all  acknowledged. 

Tlie  first  elections  under  the  new  constitution  took  place 
during  the  months  of  Aiigust  and  September.  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald  threw  himself  vigorously  into  the  contest,  and  personally 
conducted  a  campaign  which  terminated  in  an  overwhelming 
victory  for  the  (rovernment.  The  result  in  (Ontario  was  as  he 
had  foretold  in  liis  letter  to  Dr.  Tupper.  He  himself  was 
returned  for  Kingston  by  a  large  majority.*  Mr.  George  Brown 
*  Tho  Relorni  caudidute  was  Dr.  Stcwnit.     Tlio  ilcctiou  took  jdace  on  tlio  2Gth 


I     I 


i'} 


1807.] 


CONSOLIDATION. 


1 


Avas  defeated  in  South  Ontario.  Altogether  the  Government 
carried  more  tlian  five-sixtlis  of  the  constituencies.  In  Quebec 
the  victory  was  equally  decisive,  while  in  New  Brunswick  the 
rout  of  the  Opposition  was  complete.  In  Nova  Scotia  alone 
was  the  verdict  of  the  people  adverse  to  the  Ministry.  A 
violent  and  unreasoning  opposition  had  arisen  in  that  province, 
and,  led  by  Joseph  Howe,  carried  all  Ijcfore  it.  Of  nineteen 
liiberal-Conservative  candidates  Dr.  Tupper  alone  emerged  from 
the  conflict.  The  remaining  eighteen,  including  Mr.  Archibald, 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  provinces,  suffered  defeat,  not  from 
any  demerit  of  their  own  or  of  the  Government  they  supported, 
but  simply  through  the  resentment  of  the  men  whom  1  )r.  Tupper 
liad  so  signally  outgeneralled.* 

The  satisfaction  which  Sir  John  experienced  at  the  result  of 
the  elections  was  naturally  heightened  by  the  rejection  of  his 
leac  "ng  opponeiit.  Mr.  Brown  accepted  this  defeat  as  tinal, 
una  never  again  sought  election  to  the  House  of  Commons, 

Besides  Mr.  Archibald,  Mr.  Chapais,  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  failed  to  secure  his  election.  He,  however,  retained 
his  portfolio,  and  shortly  afterwards  was  called  to  the  Senate. 
!Mr.  Archibald,  who  appears  to  have  taken  his  defeat  greatly  to 
heart,  at  once  tendered  his  resignation,  not  merely  of  his  Cabinet 
office,  but  also  of  liis  position  as  Privy  Councillor.  On  this 
subject  Sir  John  wrote  him  : — 


■I 


■•Ottawa,  October  12,  18G7. 

"Mv  DEAR  Aitniir>Aui, 

"  You  will  see  by  my  former  letter  of  acceptance  of 
your  rcsigjiation,  tliat  you  are  still  a  Privy  Councillor. 

"  When  in  England,  the  tenure  of  the  office  of  Privy  Coun- 
iill(»r  was  fully  discussed  by  myself  with  Lord  Carnarvon  and 
fiOrd  Monck,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  tenure  should  be  the 


iiiid  'JTtli  of  August.      At  llic  clo.si'  ot    tlu!  poll  the  vote  stowl — ^[acdonuld   '-')■') ; 
Sti'wiut  112  :  uiajdi'ity  tor  .MiU'ilniuiid,  .VJiJ. 

*  "You  will  liiivt'  )<('(>u  tliiit  wo  liiivo  caniod  ovcrythiuff  before  us  iu  the  two 
•  'iiniulas  iiud  New  lirunswick.  Oiu'  niiijority  is,  iu  fact,  too  laifjc.  Xovu  Scotia, 
'IU  the  other  haud,  has  declared,  so  far  as  she  cau,  ajjninst  Coufederatiou  ;  but  slio 
will  be  powerless  for  harui,  altliouf;h  that  pestileut  fellow,  Howe,  may  cudeavour 
lo  ffive  us  .ouio  trouble  iu  Euf,dand  "  (froiu  Sir  John  Mucdouald  to  Mr.  Charles 
lii<ilu)ff,  dated  October  17,  1>SC7). 
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same  as  that  of  a  Privy  Councillor  in  England — that  is  to  say, 
that,  while  it  is  like  other  non-judicial  offices,  during  pleasure, 
yet  that  in  practice  it  is  considered  for  life.  Once  a  Privy 
(councillor  always  a  Privy  Councillor;  the  only  difference  being 
that  a  Privy  Councillor  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  summoned  to  attend  the  meetings  of  Council.  Thus 
Gladstone  and  Cardwell  and  the  other  members  of  Lord 
Palnierston's  Cabinet,  though  now  leading  the  Opposition,  are 
still  Privy  Councillors. 

"  I  had  no  conversation  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  Lord 
Carnarvon's  successor,  on  the  subject,  but  left  a  memorandum 
with  Lord  Monck  on  the  point.  Lord  Monck  writes  me  this 
morning  as  follows  :  '  ]\Iy  own  wish  would  be  to  treat  the  Privy 
Council  of  Canada,  both  as  to  title  and  tenure,  exactly  as  the 
Privy  Councils  of  England  and  Ireland  are  dealt  with.  I  have 
.stated  this  view  very  strongly  in  conversation,  as  well  as  in  a 
formal  despatch  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  but  up  to  this 
time  I  have  had  no  intimation  of  his  views  on  the  subject.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  accept  Mr.  Archibald's  resi^'nation  of  his  office 
of  Secretary  of  State  only,  he  remaining  a  member  of  the  Privy 
<  .'ouncil,  unless  we  shall  be  prevented  by  some  future  rule  of 
the  Colonial  Office,  which  I  do  not  expect' 

"  It  is  of  some  importance  that  you  should  retain  your  office 
of  Privy  Councillor,  because  I  believe  that  my  suggestions  that 
the  title  of  Ilight  Honourable  should  appertain  to  the  oflice  will 
be  adopted,  and  it  is  a  distinction  that  your  family  would 
naturally  desire  you  should  have. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"Jonx  A.  Macdonald." 


Mr.  Archibald  retained  his  portfolio  until  the  fo^'oving 
April,  at  the  personal  solicitation  of  his  leader,  whose  boast  it 
ever  was  that  he  always  cared  for  his  "  wounded  birds." 

Scarcely  were  the  elections  over  when  Mr.  Gait  resigned  the 
portfolio  of  Finance  IMinister,  and  left  the  Government.  A 
certain  degree  of  mystery  has  always  attached  to  this  resigna- 
tion, which  appears  to  have  been  determined  by  mixed  motives. 
It  is  obvious  from  Mr.  Gait's  explanation  in  Parliament,*  that 

*  Si'i"  Commons'  Dtbatcs,  Poreiubcr  12,  1,807. 
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ho  dissented,  on  public  yrounds,  from  his  colleagues  in  tlioir 
refusal  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  Commercial  Lank,  and  his 
confidential  communications  with  the  Prime  Minister  indicate 
that,  while  he  might  subsequently  have  been  induced  to  share 
the  responsibility  of  such  a  course,  his  pecuniary  losses,  conse- 
quent upon  the  failure  of  that  institution,  compelled  him  to 
devote,  at  any  rate  for  a  season,  his  undivided  energies  to  his 
private  affairs. 

[ConiiJontial.] 

'•  Mdutreal,  Xoveinbcr  3,  18G7. 
•'  My  dear  ^Iacdoxalh, 

"  I  have  had  the  consultation  of  whicli  I  spoke,  ami  I  am  conlhincd 
in  my  decision  to  withdraw  from  olHcial  life  nntil  at  least  I  have  had  the 
opportvmity  of  putting  my  atTairs  in  something  like  order.  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  the  subject,  as  it  is  excessively  painful  for  me  to  take  any  step  which 
may  cause  embarrassment  to  ray  colleagues ;  but  feeling,  as  I  do,  that  my 
iruitters  have  been  seriously  complicated  by  the  C.  IJank,  I  think  my  plain  and 
jiiiramount  duty  is  to  consider  first  what  is  due  to  my  family. 

"  I  shall  be  in  Ottawa  on  Tuesday  p.m.,  and  will  be  most  happy  to  give 
every  assistance  in  my  power  to  whoever  may  take  my  place.  As,  however, 
most  of  the  work  must  stand  over  till  after  New  Year,  I  trust  my  resignation 
will  not  interfere  with  the  intended  course  of  public  business. 

"Pray,  be  so  kind  as  to  give  a  proper  intimation  to  the  press.  I  shall 
leave  this  in  your  hands. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Macdonald, 

''  Vours  faithfully, 

"A.  T.  Gaix 
••  The  Ilouounible  Sir  J.  A.  .Miuaouald,  K.C.B." 


Sir  John  Macdonald  had  been  connected  with  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  for  many  years,  as  shareholder,  director,  and 
solicitor.  Naturally  he  was  much  interested  in  its  prosperity, 
but,  as  he  explained  to  the  House  of  Commons,  he  liad,  in  this 
matter,  to  consider  his  duty  as  a  Minister,  and  his  obligations 
to  Parliament  and  the  country. 

The  first  session  of  the  first  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  of 
("anada  met  at  Ottawa,  on  the  Gth  of  November.  As  not  in- 
frequently happens,  the  choice  of  Speakers  was  a  matter  of 
some  embarrassment  to  the  Prime  Minister.  When,  during  the 
formation  of  the  Cabinet  in  June,  Ontario  claimed  and  obtained 
one  more  seat  than  Quebec,  the  latter  with  great  reluctance 
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yielded,  and  only  on  condition  that  Lower  Canada  should  have 
one  chair.  Mr.  Cartier  and  his  friends  now  claimed  the  fulfil- 
ment of  this  understanding,  and  put  forward  Mr.  Cauchou  for 
the  Speakership  of  the  Upper  House.  That  gentleman  was 
excessively  unpopular,  and  the  association  of  his  name  with  the 
high  office  of  Speaker  of  the  Senate  called  forth  many  remon- 
strances.* Mr.  Cauchon  was  nevertheless  appointed,  and 
approved  himself  an  excellent  Speaker. 

For  the  Speakership  of  the  Commons  there  were  several 
aspirants,  including  Messrs.  John  Itose,  James  Cockburn, 
J.  H.  Gray,  and  John  Hillyard  Cameron.  ^Ir.  liose  repre- 
sented a  Quebec  constituency.  As  l)oth  chairs  could  not 
go  to  Lower  Canada,  and  as  the  First  IMinister  was  pledged 
to  appoint  a  French  Canadian,  the  latter  was  therefore 
out  of  the  running.  ]\Iessrs.  Gray  and  Cameron  pressed 
their  claims  vigorously,  but  Mr.  Cockburn  proved  the  favourite, 
and  was  unanimously  clecteil  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

One  of  the  first  measures  introduced  into  Parliament,  was 
a  Bill  t  respecting  the  construction  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway, 
the  material  tie  which  was  necessary  to  implement  the  political 
union  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  with  Canada.  It  empowered 
the  Government  to  raise,  by  way  of  loan,  the  sum  of  four  million 
pounds  sterling,  the  interest  on  three  nullion  of  which  was 
guaranteed  by  the  Imperial  Government.  During  the  progress 
of  this  measure  through  the  House  of  Commons,  Sir  John 
Macdonald  took  occasion  to  explain  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  it,  which,  he  said,  had  been  arrived  at  after 
mature  consideration.  He  set  forth  the  reasons  which  hail 
influenced  himself  and  his  colleagues  in  the  adoption  of  their 
plan,  and  announced  that  the  road  would  be  built  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  commissioners  appointed  by  Government, 
for  whose  conduct  the  Administration  would  hold  itself 
responsible  to  l*arliament.  The  only  serious  opposition 
encountered  was  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Dorion,  to  the 
effect  that  the  location  of   the  line  should    not  be  adopted 

*  A  bundle  of  telegrams  on  this  subject  lies  bet'oro  nio.     The  first  reads:  "  Do 
you  propose  to  annihilatu  tlic  old  ladies  'f    I'ork  does  not  suit  delicate  appetites." 
t  31  Vict.  c.  13. 
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11  liabit  of  mind  which  liis  natural  disposition  made  it  easy  for 
hira  to  acquire.* 

In  18G4  Mr.  !McGee  became  a  member  of  the  Tache-Mac- 
(lonald  Administration,  and  remained  in  that  Government  until 
Confederation  Avas  accomplished,  when,  as  we  have  seen,  lie 
vohnitarily  placed  his  office  at  the  disposal  of  his  leader.  In 
18G5  he  visited  Ireland,  and,  while  there,  made  a  speech,  in 
wliicli  he  unsparingly  denounced  Fenianism,  and  affectionately 
besought  his  countrymen  to  shun  all  connection  with  that 
odious  conspiracy.  His  patriotic  and  manly  utterances  on  that 
occasion  incurred  for  him  the  relentless  hate  of  those  whost' 
actions  and  methods  he  had  boldly  condemned.  From  that 
hour  he  was  a  marked  man. 

Mr.  McGee  was  endowed  with  many  and  rare  gifts,  not  the 
least  of  whic^i  was  his  oratorical  power,  in  respect  of  which, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Joseph  Howe,  he  has  never  had  an 
ei^ual  in  Ganada.  He  spoke  with  great  facility  and  happiness 
of  expression,  sometimes  rising  to  a  noble  and  dignified  eloquence. 
In  the  earlier  portion  of  his  career  he  was,  perhaps,  too  much 
given  to  sarcasm,  a  fault  which  time  remedied.  He  excelled  in 
repartee  and  in  a  species  of  droll  raillery,  which  was  sometimes 
very  effective.  Two  examples  of  this  occur  to  me.  In  the 
general  election  of  1857,  Mr.  Cayley,  the  Inspector  General  in 
Mr.  Macdonald's  Government,  had  been  defeated.  It  was  saiil 
of  him  tliat,  during  his  canvass,  he  distributed  a  number  of 
Kibles  in  his  constituency.  Mr.  McGee  made  great  fun  of  this 
story  in  Parliament,  and  poured  ridicule  upon  Mr.  Cayley  in 
this  fashion  : — 


V 
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'"  It.  was  a  spectacle  rare  and  refreshing  to  see  tlie  Inspector  (jiencral,  the 
(  Iiaiict'llor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  the  Finance  Minister  of  the  Province,  vohnitarily 
turn  missionary  and  act  the  part  of  a  colporteur  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake 
Huron.  I  nnrst  further  remark  that  the  good  people  of  these  counties  seeiti 
to  li,iv(!  studied  the  Sacred  Volume  presented  to  them  from  so  high  a  source 
to  good  etl'ect.  They  appeared  to  Iiave  learned  the  lesson  of  retributive 
justice,  for,  although  thoy  accepted  the  Gospel,  they  rejected  the  missionary."  f 

*  "  Sir,  I  will  say  it  in  the  outset,  it  is  not  true.  I  am  as  loyal  as  any  Toiy 
111  tilt'  old  or  new  schools.  My  native  disposition  is  towards  reveronco  of  things  old 
iiiiil  vi'iioriition  for  the  lamhnarks  of  the  past."  (Speech,  House  of  Assembly, 
Aiiiru^t  7,  1858.) 

t  Speech,  House  of  Assembly,  March  3,  1858. 
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Again,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  arisiiiji;  out  of  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Jirown-Dorion  Government,  in  August,  1858,  and 
the  return  of  the  Conservatives  to  power,  ]\Ir,  IMacdonald  spoke 
thus  of  Mr.  George  Brown's  eagerness  to  obtain  office : — 

"  Now  some  fish  are  not  so  easily  caught ;  they  require  to  be 
4hillicd  with  and  tempted  and  enticed  by  skilful  angling  before 
they  take  the  bait ;  but  the  late  senior  member  for  Toronto  took 
it  at  a  bolt."  A  moment  later  he  changed  the  metaphor,  and 
continued  :  "  he  was  in  tlie  clouds  " — ]\Ir.  McGee  was  ready  : 
"looking  at  the  bait  ?"  he  interjected,  amid  roars  of  laughter, 
in  which  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  dearly  loved  a  joke,  even  at  his 
own  expense,  was  compelled  to  join. 

As  time  went  on  Mr.  McGee's  real  character  Jjecame  Ijetter 
known.  Much  of  the  flippancy  of  his  earlier  years  disappeared, 
and  he  was  seen  to  be  a  man  of  high  and  noble  impulses.  He 
was  eminently  a  peace-maker,  and  it  was  fitting  that  his  last 
utterance  in  I'arliament  should  have  been  what  it  M'as.  Tlie 
debate  was  on  the  disaffection  then  rife  in  Xova  Scotia  over 
Confederation.  Mr.  McGee  closed  an  eloquent  speech  counsel- 
ling prudence  and  moderation  on  both  sides  in  these  words  : — 

"  We  will  compel  them  to  come  in  and  acce]it  this  Union.  Wc  will  compel 
them  by  our  fairness,  om'  kindness,  our  love,  to  be  one  with  us  in  this  commuii 
and  this  irreat  national  work." 


What  followed  is  thus  told  in  the  words  of  a  writer  of  the 


dav 


"...  A  short  time  after  the  debate  closed,  walking  in  the  lobby,  he  met 
Mr.  ^lacfarlane  ;  '  Come,  Bob,'  said  he,  '  you  young  rascal,  help  me  on  with 
my  coat.'  The  member  for  Perth  was  ready  with  as  frank  and  merry  reply 
to  the  merry  salutation — 'Always  ready  to  give  you  a  lift.'  They  walked 
<lown  arm-in-arm  from  the  House,  chatting  gaily  together,  for  the  weary  man's 
work  for  the  time  was  done.  To-morrow,  to-day,  he  was  to  go  home,  whero 
loving  wife  and  children  and  warm-hearted  friends  were  waiting  with  a  still 
kindlier  greeting  than  was  their  wont.  His  birthday  was  at  hand,  his  portrait 
was  to  be  presented  to  his  wife,  and  kind  words  said,  kindly  greetuigs  inter- 
changed. He  parted  from  his  friend  at  the  corner  :  '  Good  night,  God  bless 
you,'  on  both  sides.  His  companion  turned  away.  He  crossed  the  street, 
received  the  salutation:  'Good  night,'  and  replied,  'Good  morning— it  is 
morning  now,'  and  never  spoke  again.  Slowly  in  the  pale  moonlight  he 
walked  on  to  his  fate,  slowly,  but  full  surely.  Stealthily  the  assassin  watched 
and  crept  nigh  him.     The  key  is  sought  for,  found  ;  it  is  in  the  lock ;  yet,  ere 


1867-68.] 


CONSOLIDATTOX. 


without  tlie  previous  assent  of  Parliament.  The  Ministry  oppos.v. 
this  motion,  the  efleet  of  wliich,  they  pointed  out,  would  be  to 
lose  the  benefit  of  the  Imperial  guarantee,  which  was  made 
conditional  upon  the  Parliament  of  Canada  passing,  within  two 
years  after  the  I'nion,  an  Act  providing  that  the  route  should 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.  In  view  of  the  delays  which  had  already  taken  i^lacc, 
it  was  felt  that  to  impose  an  additional  veto  on  the  Govern- 
ment's choice  of  route  would  be  fatal  to  the  whole  scheme. 
The  nmendment  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  eighty-three  to  thirty- 
five,  and  the  Bill  received  the  Iloyal  assent  on  the  21st  of 
December,  on  which  day  I'arliament  adjourned  for  three  montlis, 
in  order  to  give  the  provincial  L(  'ilatures  an  opportunity  to 
meet  in  the  interval.  Inasmuch  as  a  goodly  proportion  of 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  had  seats  in  the  local 
Assemblies,*  this  course  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  })ublic 
interest. 

A  few  days  after  the  adjournment,  occurred  the  first  death 
in  the  Dominion  Cabinet,  that  of  Mr  Fergusson  Blair,  the 
President  of  the  Privy  Council.  Mr.  Fergusson  Blair  was  one 
of  the  old-time  Liberals,  who,  with  Messrs.  McDougall  and 
Howland,  abandoned  George  Brown  in  186(5.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Senate  and  an  estimable  man. 

I'arliament  reassembled  on  the  12th  of  March.  On  the 
morning  of  the  7th  of  April,  the  whole  Dominion  was  startled 
by  the  astounding  intelligence  that  one  of  Canada's  foremost 
statesmen  had  been  assassinated  in  the  streets  of  the  capital, 
within  a  stone's-throw  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  story  of  the  cowardly  murder  of  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee 
is  well  known.  An  Irishman  by  birth,  Mr.  IMcGee  in  early  lifi; 
attached  himself  to  the  Young  Ireland  party.  He  took  part  in 
the  insurrection  of    Smith  O'Brien,  and  in  consequence  was 

*  Of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1867,  ^Icssrs.  Jolin  Stindlu'ld 
Macdonald,  Edward  Bhike,  John  Carliug,  E.  B.  Wood,  and  T.  11.  Eersnson  sat 
in  the  Ontario  Legislature.  So  also  Messrs.  Caiiier,  Chauveau,  Puukiu,  Joly. 
Laugevin  and  others  were  members  of  the  Quebec  Assembly. 

Dual  representation  as  regards  the  House  of  Commons,  was  abolished  in  1871! 
(36  Vict.,  c.  2),  but  a  Senator  may  still,  unless  debarred  by  local  legislation,  hold 
a  scat  in  the  Legislative  Council  of  any  of  the  provinces.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  two 
Senators,  the  Speaker,  and  the  lion.  Mr.  de  Boucher^■ille,  are  to-day  membei-s  of  the 
1  legislative  Council  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
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obliged  to  flee  the  country.  After  some  years  spent  in  the 
United  States  he  settled  in  IMontreal,  where  he  started  a  news- 
paper, and  speedily  became  a  great  favourite  with  the  Irishmen 
of  that  city,  by  whose  influence  he  was  returned  to  Parliament 
in  the  general  election  of  1857.  Mr.  IMcGee's  first  speech  in 
the  House  of  Assenil)ly  drew  forth  enthusiastic  plaudits  from 
friend  and  foe.  "When  he  sat  down,  »Sir  John  Macdonald,  then 
loading  the  House,  crossed  the  floor  and  warmly  complimented 
the  young  member. 

True  to  the  national  instinct,  Mr.  jMcGee  began  his  political 
career  as  an  opponent  of  the  Government,  and  from  1858  till 
18G2  he  acted  as  an  ally  of  George  Brown.  He  was  not  included 
in  the  lU'own-Dorion  Administration,  but,  on  the  defeat  of 
the  Cartier-Macdonald  Ministry  in  18G2,  Mr.  ^IcGee  became 
I'resident  of  the  Gouncil  under  John  Sandfield  Macdonald.  I 
have  already  related  the  story  of  the  reorganization  of  that 
Go  -ernment  in  ISGH,  and  the  treatment  accorded  to  the  Lower 
Canada  members  thereof,  of  whom  Mr.  INIcGee  was  one.  In  the 
summer  following  his  exclusion  from  office,  he  formed  a  political 
alliance  with  Air.  .Fohn  A.  Macdonald  ;  together  they  stumped 
Upper  Canada  in  the  autumn,  and  to  their  joint  efforts  is  to 
be  largely  ascribed  the  subsequent  defeat  of  John  Saudfield 
Macdonald. 

^Ir.  ^McCiee  appears  to  have  taken  to  ]Mr.  IMacdonald  from 
the  Hrst  weeks  of  their  association.  His  letters,  written  within 
a  short  time  after  the  break  with  his  former  colleagues,  show 
this,  and  give  one  the  idea  that  the  writer  felt  that  he  never 
could  do  enough  ibr  his  new-found  leader  and  friend.*  Before 
this  ]ieriod  he  had  come  to  realize  the  folly  of  his  youthful  days. 
He  had  learned  the  lesson  that  liberty  can  beloved  "  not  wisely 
but  too  well,"  and  that  true  freedom  must  ever  be  regulated  by 
authority.    Henceforth  he  grew  more  and  more  Conservativo, 


*  Tims  he  writes  ns  early  as  November,  18G:{  : — 

'•  My    Dear  ^Iacdonam), — I    feel  satisfied,  as  far  as  the  t'atliolies  are  con- 

ecnied,  will  not  f;i't  lu'lf  'v  (lozeu  votes.      1  have  arraiifjed  for  this  at  Port 

Mojie  and  here,  very  tiuietly.  1  sjjeak  to-morro-,v  uij;lit  iu  Whiti)y,  whieh  I  would 
have  declined  but  for  our  friend  Oliver  Jlowat's  sweet  sake.  Here  and  at  Port 
ifopo  every  one  says:  'If  John  A.  exerts  liiniself,  ——  eannot  ^vi  in.'  I  netnl 
not  emiihasi/.o  the  puhlie  importanee  attached  to  that  '  if.'  Accept  my  congrntu- 
ialions  on  beinj^  free  of  the  doctors." 
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he  turns  it,  there  comes  a  flash,  a  report,  a  gurgliii.i;  of  Mooil  welling  throiigli 
liis  mouth,  a  ghastly  wound,  and  the  door  of  the  unseen  worlil  stands  suddenly 
wide  open  before  him.    The  morning  had  indeed  come."  * 

Sir  John  Maotlonald  had  driven  home  from  the  House,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  retiring  for  the  night  when  a  messenger 
arrived  witlx  the  dreadful  news.  He  immediately  hastened  tti 
the  spot,  and,  as  he  lias  related,  vras  the  first  to  raise  his  friend's 
head  from  the  pavement.     Mr.  McGee  was  then  quite  dead. 

Tliis  tragic  ending  of  his  friend's  life,  though  terrible  in  its 
reality,  was  not  to  Sir  John  Macdonald  a  wholly  unexpected 
occurrence.  The  head  of  a  government  has  many  sources  of 
information,  and,  long  before  the  fatal  night,  certain  ominous 
mutterings  liad  reached  the  ears  of  the  Prime  jMinister,  who 
repeatedly  warned  his  friend  to  be  on  his  guard.f  IMr.  jNIcdce 
seems  to  have  paid  but  little  attention  to  these  threats.  .V 
circumstance  occurred,  however,  on  the  day  before  his  death, 
which  may  perhaps  indicate  that  he  felt  some  premonition  of 
his  approaching  fate.  On  Sunday,  the  Hth  of  April  he  dini'd 
at  the  liouse  of  ]\Ir.  James  (Joodwin,  of  Ottawa,  where  he  was 
a  welcome  and  frequent  guest.  After  dinner  he  lay  down  nn 
a  sofa  in  the  librar}'.  A  short  time  afterwards,  Mrs.  Cioodwin, 
crossing  the  hall,  saw  him  start  suddenly  fr  .n  his  sleep,  ])ress 
his  hands  to  his  head,  and  cry  out,  "Oh.  my  Ood,  1  have  had 
a  fearful  dream."  In  reph  to  a  (j^u^stion  he  said,  "  I  dreamed 
that  I  stood  on  the  banks  (jf  Niagara,  where  I  saw  two  voung 
men  in  a  l)oat  being  carried  down  by  the  current.  I  shouted  to 
warn  them  of  their  danger,  whereupon  they  pulled  their  oars 
and  rowed  up  the  stream,  and  1  fell  over  into  the  boiling  abyss." 
In  relathig  this  dream  he  seemed  greatly  distressed.  A  few 
hours  later  he  was  assassinated. 

Sir  John  Macdonald  was  deeply  alleelcd  l)y  IMr.  McC lee's 
death.  The  following  extracts  from  letters  written  bv  him 
shortly  after  the  tragic  occurrence,  show  at  once  his  regard  for 
the  deitd  and  his  solicitude  for  the  living : — 

"You  will  have  been  shocked  by  the  news  of  the  assassination 

*  Montreal  Gazette,  April  i;),  1808. 

t  Tilt)  postscript  of  a  letter  dated  February  2.'),  1808,  nj  ])ari'iitiy  llic  la^t  written 
ly  Jlr.  Mi'Uee  to  his  lender,  reads  as  follows:  "Many  tliauk-i  for  your  hint  about 
my  peraonnl  safety.     I  shall  not  forjjet  it." 
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of  poor  McGce.  His  only  crime  was  that  he  steadily  and 
•affectionately  advised  his  countrymen  in  Canada  to  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  that  our  equal  laws  and  institutions  give 
to  Irishmen  and  to  lioman  Catholics.  He  sternly  set  his  face 
against  the  introduction  of  Fenianism  into  Canada,  and  he  was, 
therefore,  a  doomed  man.  There  is  great  grief  for  liis  loss,  and 
great  sympathy  witli  his  family."  * 

"  You  will  have  observed  that  Parker  brought  up  th^ 
question  of  your  appointment  again,  for  the  patriotic  purpose 
of  keeping  alive  the  irritation  in  Nova  Scotia.  He  was, 
however,  compelled  to  withdraw  his  motion.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  poor  McGee  nuide  his  last  speech ;  and  a  beautiful 
speech  it  was !  In  it  he  eloquently  spoke  of  your  merits,  and 
gave  Paiker  a  most  deserved  castigation.  Within  an  houv 
afterwards  he  was  a  corpse."  t 

"  I  can  ;^nite  understand  the  shock  that  poor  McGeo's 
death  must  have  caused  you.  Many  thanks  for  your  admirable 
oration  on  the  occasion.  Poor  fellow  !  he  was  just  in  the 
l)eginning  of  his  usefulness.  He  had  thoroughly  reformed  in 
every  way,  and  was  giving  his  genius  full  play.  It  was 
arranged  between  liim  and  myself  that  he  should  retire  from 
])olitical  life  this  summer.  He  was  to  have  been  appointed 
Commissioner  of  rutenU,  with  a  salary  of  33200  a  year.  This 
office  would  have  been  in  a  great  measure  a  sinecure ;  and  lie 
intended  to  live  here  at  lieadquarters,  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  our  magnificent  library,  and  devote  himself  to  literary 
])ursuits.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  had  he  been  spared,  he  would 
have  made  his  mark."  [Here  follow  two  or  three  words 
illegible  in  the  copy.]  "  were  desirous  of  giving  Mrs.  McGec 
an  annuity  of  .'?2000 ;  but  it  was  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  vote  should  be  unanimous,  so  we  were  obliged  to  consult 
the  Op[»osition,  and  we  found  that,  to  secure  their  concurrence, 
wc  must  fix  the  annuity  at  !i?1200.  This,  however,  with  the 
A'lOOO  settled  upon  each  of  the  young  ladies,  is  quite  sufficient 

*  From  Sir  Jolin  Mncdonald  to  tlie  Hon.  Aiiberou  Herbert,  (luted  Ottawii.  April 
i;»,  18C8. 

r  From  Sir  John  Mucdomld  to  tlic  Hon.  Clinrles  Ttipper,  dnted  Ottawa,  Apiil  | 
.'to,   1808.     Tlu)  "  I'arker  "  referred  to  repn'seuted  C'eutro  "NVeilinfiton,  Ontario,  iu 
th"  IIoiiHe  uf  ComniuuM. 


h'    '     ' 


1608.] 


CONSOLIDATION. 


u 


for  their  moderate  wants.  His  debts,  and  the  encumbrance 
upon  his  house,  will  amount  to  some  $0000.  A  spirited 
subscription  is  now  being  raised  among  his  friends  which  will 
<-lf3ar  all  that  off,  so  that  his  family  may  be  considered  as  being 
comfortably  provided  for."  * 

The  selection  of  the  Intercolonial  Ilailway  route  through 
New  Ijrunswick  proved  one  of  the  most  troublesome  questions 
with  which  the  Canadian  Government  had  been  called  upon 
to  deal  for  some  years.  Concerning  the  termini  of  the  railway 
there  was  no  dispute,  the  Imperial  Act  providing  for  the 
,::;uarantee  having  fixed  one  at  Riviere  du  Loup  in  the  province 
<tf  (^)uebec,  and  the  other  at  Truro  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  as  to 
the  best  course  to  be  followed  between  these  two  points  there 
was  much  dif      :ice  of  opinion. f 

In  the  Britisli  North  America  Act  it  is  provided  tliat  the 
railway  should  be  commenced  within  six  months  after  the 
date  of  the  Union.  Ere  the  Domiuion  was  a  week  old,  instruc- 
tions had  been  issued  by  the  General  Government  to  proceed 
with  the  surveys  necessary  to  fix  the  location  of  the  line,  tho 
choice  of  which,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Canadian 
Act,  had  narrowed  down  to  the  northern,  or  Major  IJobinsou's 
route,  via  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  (the  one  eventually  adopted)  ; 
ii  frontier  route  by  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  Ifiver,  which,  in 
its  course,  closely  apiu'oached  the  United  States'  boundary, 
and  a  third  in  a  more  central  direction  through  l\ew  Ih'uns- 
wick.  The  proximity  to  the  State  of  ]\Iaine,  of  what  was  known 
us  the  frontier  line,  caused  it  to  be  regarded  with  disfavour 
by  the  Im[)erial  authorities,  who  intimated  plainly  that  it  was 
oni'  to  which  thtir  assent  would,  under  no  circumstances,  br 
givon.j  Inasmuch  as  the  financial  guarantee  was  contingent 
ui)ou  the  approval  of  the  (Queen's  Government  to  the  route 
Id'iug   first   obtained,  this  intimation   virtually  restricted  the 


*  I'lnin  Sir  .Joliii  ^fiicdoniild  ti>  tlic  Most  ItcviTond  Thomas  Coiiuolly,  Anlilii>li(i|i 
«it  Iliililiix,  diiti'd  Ottiiwii,  June  1.  1H08. 

t  Nil  lV\vt;r  tliiin  flt'tocii  dillVri'iit  lint's  imd  ('(miliiimtiniis  of  liius  liud  Ikm'ii 
liiiijictt'il  ill  vuriims  directidiis  tlinm^li  tiic  cimiiti'v.  Fit'iiiiiii^'s  "  Int  'ichIdiuuI," 
ji.  (iS. 

i  I)i's])ut('li  t'iMini  tlic  Duke  ni'  lluckin^iliiini  and  Cliiindiw  fu  t'lc  (iovcrnor 
'iiiM'iiil,  dated  July  22,  1808.  I'lintud  in  tScssiunal  I'ajn'rs  (N'n.  .'>;,  ISOi),  pp. 
T  and  .s.  ' 
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clK)iee  of  the  Ministry  to  the  central  and  northern  lines.  The 
central,  wliich  liad  a  powerful  advocate  in.  Mr.  Tilley,  repre- 
senting tlie  city  of  St.  John,  was  also  regarded  with  favour 
by  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  and  other  Ministers,  on  the 
ground  of  being  shorter,  more  direct,  and  less  costly  than 
tlie  northern  line.  On  the  other  hand,  its  comparative  proxi- 
mity to  the  United  States'  frontier  rendered  it  obnoxious  to 
tlie  objections  of  the  Imperial  authorities,  who,  for  reasons 
chiiifly  of  a  military  and  strategic  character,  did  not  conceal 
their  preference  for  jNIajor  Ilobinson's  line.  The  northern 
route  was  also  supported  by  Sir  George  Cartier  and  the  Lower 
'J.madians,  and  strongly  championed  by  Mr.  ]Mitchell,  the 
Minister  of  ]\Iarino  and  Fisheries,  in  the  interest  of  northern 
New  Brunswick.  Thus  each  side  had  its  advocate  at  the 
Council  lioard.  AVith  the  Prime  ^Minister  the  duty  of  deciding 
between  the  opposing  parties  finally  lay.  He  himself  was 
])erfectly  unbiased.  "  So  far  as  Canada  proper  is  concerned, 
he  Avrites,  "  you  are  aware  that  we  have  no  sectional  interests 
to  serve.  We  want  the  shortest  and  best  route.  Whichever 
lin(j  will  best  secure  the  through  traffic  and  at  the  same  time 
serve  the  imrposcs  of  New  Ih'uuswick  locally,  is  the  line  wo 
will  go  for."  * 

Sir  John  appears  to  Iiave  spared  no  pains  to  obtain  the 
judgment  of  almost  every  person,  professional  and  otherwise, 
whoso  opinions  on  this  subject  were  likely  to  aid  him  in 
arriving  at  a  wise  decision.  Among  others,  he  consulted 
]\Ir.  Sandford  Fleming,!  then,  as  now,  a  high  authority  in  such 
matters.  ]Mr.  Fleming  reported  that,  having  due  regard  to 
military  inul  commeicial  considerations,  the  northern  line  was, 
in  his  judgment,  the  one  to  l)e  adopted.  In  view  of  this 
weighty  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer,  which  further  intpiiry 
served  to  confirm,  and  of  the  well  understood  wishes  of  tlio 
Imperial  authorities,  the  Ministry  felt  that  delay  in  reaching 
a  decision  would  no  longer  be  warranted.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet  held  on  the  :.)rd  of  July,  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  route 


*  Fniiu   Sir  Jolm   Miiciloimld  (o  tlic  \\u\\.  ]'.  Mitcliill,  ilatcil  OUiiwii,  Juiii!  1, 
18G7. 

t  liy  IctltT  (luted  Kchruiiry  'J!',  1S08.     For  Mr.  FloiiiiiifrN  reiHoUM,  sou  his  work  | 
"11  "The  liitereiiliiiiial,"  p.  NO. 
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was  finally  adopted.  This  decision,  agreeing  as  it  did  with  the 
views  of  those  best  f|ualified  to  judge,  was  received  with  much 
satisfaction  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.* 

Among  tlie  Legislative  Acts  of  the  session  of  1867-G8  wa.s 
,1  Bill  reducing  the  salary  of  tlie  Governor  General  from 
s.lO.OOO  to  S32,000.  It  Avas  opposed  by  the  members  of  the 
(iovcrnment,  anci  particularly  by  the  First  ]\Iinister,  who 
deprecated  the  ]iroposition,  which,  he  argued,  would  be  inter- 
]ireted  in  England  as  indicating  that  (Janada  did  not  realize 
the  positi(Mi  in  which  she  had  been  placed.  He  instanced 
several  colonies,  irferior  to  the  Dominion  in  size  and  import- 
ance, which  paid  their  Governors  more  handsomely  than 
<'anada  proposed  to  do  under  this  Bill.  He  gave  as  his 
(ipinion  that  £10,000  was  required  adequately  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  office,  and  expressed  the  fear  that  any 
leduction  would,  by  lowering  the  status  of  the  position,  prove 
iletrimental  to  the  interests  of  Canada.  Sir  John  subsequently 
expressed  himself  on  the  subject  thus: — 

"  'J'he   only    matter   that   went   Avrong    during   the    whole 

-cssion  was  a  measure  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  (Joveruor 

(icneral  from  ,4'10,000  sterling  to  .S32,000.     The  Government 

npposed  this  witli  all  their  might,  but   there  was   a   regular 

>taiiii)ede  of  friends  and  foes  in  favour  of  the  reduction,  and 

no  arguments  could  avail.     It  unluckily  so  liappened  that  the 

(loveriior's  salary  was  the  only  point  in  the  Union  Act  that 

(.'ould  well  be  objected  to,  and  it  was  made  a  handle  of  at  all 

the  elections.     Most  of  the  young  members  had  pledged  theiii- 

Iselves   to   vote   for   a   reduction,  and   they  carrieil   out   their 

pledges.     Tiiere   is   a  great   cry    for   retreueliment  just   now, 

wliioh  originated  })rincipally  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.     They 

were  unaccustomed    to   our   scale   of  salaries,   anil    Canadian 

It'xtravagance  has   l)een  made  a  matter  of  daily  discussion  in 

jth(!  newspapers.     I   was   a  good  deal  surprised    to   find  that 

[Lord  Monck  was  very  unjjopular  among  the  members  of  I'arlia- 

ment.     Why,  1  caimot  say.     I  like  him  amazingly,  .ind  shall 

bo  very  sorry  when  lie  leaves,  as  he  has  been  a  very  prudent 

uid  eiricient  administrator  of  public  affairs.     Still,  he  seems 

lot  to  liave   tlie  power   of    making  friends,  and    there    is    a 

''  Des])ii(cli,  July  '12,  ISC.S,  (|uotoil  iilmvc. 
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bitterness  of  feeling  displayed  towards  him  for  which  I  was  altij- 
gether  unprepared.  Some  of  his  unpopularity  is  attributable 
to  his  being  supposed  to  lean  towards  the  anti-colonial  party 
in  England,  and  some  imprudent  expressions  of  his  when  he 
first  came  to  Canada  strengthened  that  opinion.  Godley,  his 
private  secretary,  who  is  supposed  to  speak  liis  opinions,  was  an 
<^)ut-and-out  follower  of  Bright  and  Goldwin  Smith,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  state  his  opinion  that  the  sooner  England  got  rid 
of  lier  colonies  the  better.  With  all  this,  I  regret  much  that 
Lord  Monck  is  going  away.  He  has  managed  the  relations 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States  ever  since  he  has  been 
Governor,  and  during  all  the  American  war,  with  infinite 
discretion.  Tlie  slightest  mistake  on  our  frontier  might  have 
created  a  war,  in  the  excited  state  of  feeling  that  existed  in  the 
United  States,  I  think  that  Lord  Monck  feels  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  a  good  deal,  not  that  it  is  of  any  pecuniary  consequence 
to  him,  but  because  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  reduction 
during  his  incumbency,  and  made  it  commence  from  the  1st  of 
July.  The  Bill  has,  of  course,  been  reserved  for  the  Roviil 
-.issent.  Lord  Monck  had  no  option,  inasmuch  as  Lord  Elgin 
in  1851  received  positive  instructions  from  Earl  Grey,  when 
Colonial  Minister,  to  reserve  any  Bill  affecting  the  Governor's 
salary,  and  those  instructions  have  never  been  revoked."  * 

The  Bill  passed  both  Houses  (the  Lower  l)y  a  ma jority  of  | 
three  to  one),  but  was  reserved  by  the  Governor  General  for  the 
signification  of  the  Queen's  pleasure,  which  was  communicated 
by  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to  Lord  Monck, 
dated  30th  of  July,  18G8.t    This  despatch,  which  reads  like| 
.Sir  .John  Macdonald's  speech  to  the  House,  so  clearly  had  Ww 
latter  seized  the  objections  to  the  measure,  stated  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  not  invite  the  services  of  a  states- 
man pos?i\-'-^'iig  the  qualities  necessary  to  the  projicr  discharuc 
^unctions  of  Governor  General,  if  the  incoino 
cflice  were  insufficient  to  uphold  in  a  becoming  j 
'•  Ity  of  the  Queen's  representative.     The  jiro- 
£G,oOO  would  reduce  Canada,  so  far  as  salary 


of     ■: 

niV-:' 
in;!!.!' 

posed   halc^lj 


.U 


'  Viscount  Moi: 


•  From  Sir  John  IMuciloualil  to  tlio  IIou.  Cliiulos  Tuppor,  iliited  Ottinvii,  Jfiiy 
5.').  IHOH. 

t  St'c  Scssiunut  rojKrs,  18C9,  Xo.  73. 
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is  tlie  standard  of  recognition,  to  the  third  class  among  colonial 
;^overnnients,  and  thus  restrict  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  their 
(  hoice  of  Governors  General,  For  these  reasons  Her  Majesty 
was  advised  to  withhold  her  assent  to  the  measure,  which 
accordingly  fell  to  the  ground. 

Sir  John  Macdonald's  prediction  in  regard  to  the  effect  that 
siicli  an  attempt  would  liave  in  England  was  destined  to  be 
speedily  verified. 

In  November,  Lord  Monck  relinquished  the  ofTice  of  Governor 
General,  which  lie  had  lield  for  the  previous  seven  years.*  He 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  Young,  who  had  had  a  long  experi- 
ence in  official  life,  having  successively  filled  the  offices  of 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Chief  Secretary 
lor  Ireland,  Lord  High  Commissioner  of  the  Ionian  Islands, 
and  Governor  of  Xew  South  Wales.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Liberal,  or  more  prope/^y  a  "  Peelite,"  and  his  appointment,  at 
the  hands  of  tlie  Conservative  Administration  of  Mr.  Disraeli, 
was  somewhat  unlocked  for.  It  occurred  in  this  wise:  The 
position  had,  in  the  first  place,  been  offered  to  the  Earl  of  Mayo, 
will)  accepted  it.  Very  shortly  afterwards  it  became  known  in 
Eii<>land  that  the  Canadian  Parliament  had  cut  down  the 
(iovernor's  salary  in  tlie  manner  already  explained.  When 
Lord  Mayo  heard  of  this  he  was  so  annoyed  that  he  immedi- 
ately threw  up  the  office:  not,  as  he  was  careful  to  explain, 
because  of  the  £3,500,  but  for  the  reason  that  he  felt  the 
1  eduction  of  the  salary  lessened  the  prestige  and  dignity  of  the 
appointment. 

Just   at   this   time    Sir    John   Young   returned   from   the 

jdov'jruorship  of  New  South  Wales.     He  intended  going  back 

I  to  active  political  life,  and  consulted  Mr.  Gladstone  as  to  his 

eonstituency,  telling  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  was  one 

feature  of  his  policy  that  he  could  not  accept — that  was  the 


*  Viscount  Mimck  was  (nivenior  (ioni'riil  of  the  province  of  Canadn,  from  tlic 
I'iSth  of  November,  ISOl,  till  flic  .'iOtli  of  June,  18GG,  ami  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
Jinmi  tlu'  1st  of  July,  I8(i7,  till  the  lUth  Novonibur,  1868.  Tlio  reason  for  this 
IprDldiijrtil  tenure  was  due  to  liis  Lordship's  desire  to  preside  over  the  new  Dominion, 
jiii  till' i(innati(m  of  which  he  had  played  so  promiuent  ii  part.  Sir  John  Younj^  was 
IfWdin  in  Administrator  of  the  <tovernment  on  the  1st  of  Deccmhcr,  1808,  and 
jdnvinior  General  ou  the  'Jud  of  February,  18G9.  lie  held  that  office  until  the  2'Jnd 
|of  June,  1872. 
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ballot.  This  qualification  was  not  agreeable  to  Mr.  Gladstone, 
who  at  once  cooled  off  towards  him.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
then  Colonial  Secretary,  was  at  that  time  at  his  wits'  end  to 
tind  a  suitable  successor  to  Lord  Monck.  He  had  applied  to 
several  men  of  Cabinet  rank  in  his  own  party,  all  of  whom  had 
declined  for  the  same  reason  that  had  influenced  Lord  Mayo. 
In  great  perplexity  he  offered  the  Governorship  of  Canada  to 
Sir  John  Young,  who  accepted  it.  Speculations  upon  what 
might  have  been,  if  something  had  not  happened  which  did 
actually  occur,  are  seldom  profitable ;  nevertheless  it  is  difficult 
to  avoid  the  reflection  that,  liad  the  Parliament  of  Canada  not 
moved  in  the  matter  of  the  Governor's  salary,  Lord  Mayo  would 
not  have  gone  to  India,  would  not  have  been  assassinated,  and 
Sir  John  Young  would  probably  never  have  been  a  peer. 

Apart  from  the  affair  of  the  Governor's  salary,  the  Ministry 
experienced  but  little  opposition  during  the  first  session,  in  the 
course  of  which  much  useful  and  necessary  legislation  was 
passed.  Indeed,  .  regular  Opposition  could  scarcely  be  said  to 
exist,  the  defeat  of  George  Brown  having  temporarily  disor- 
ganized the  Liberal  party.  Among  those  spoken  of  in  the  early 
days  of  the  session  as  the  successor  of  that  great  man,  was 
Joseph  Howe ;  but  the  Nova  Scotian  refused  to  identify  himself 
with  either  Canadian  party,  or  to  take  any  step  which  might 
be  interpreted  to  mean  that  he  accepted  Confederation.  The 
leadership  ultimately  devolved  upon  Mr.  Mackenzie,  a  strong 
and  eflective  debater,  who  acceptably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  that 
office.  With  a  following,  however,  of  barely  one-third  of  the 
House,  including  the  Nova  Scotia  contingent,  which  obstinately 
refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  working  of  the  constitution 
beyond  endeavouring  to  destroy  it,*  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
"  record  "  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Mackenzie  was 
unable  seriously  to  embarrass  the  Ministry,  who  had  things 


*  Apart  from  tlio  question  of  Confcdoratioii,  tlu;  Liberals  of  Xova  Scotia  iiml 
Now  Brunswick  were,  in  18G7,  by  no  nioaus  well  affected  towards  tbeir  bretlireii  ■'? 
Upper  Canada,  or  rather  towards  Georjfo  Ifrown,  whom  they  never  iorpave  tm 
eouleseing-  with  the  Conservatives  iu  1864.  Previous  to  that  date  they  were  actiiii: 
as  one  ])arty  throughout  the  whole  of  British  North  America,  and  the  lladical  element 
in  the  Maritime  I'rovinces  regarded  Mr.  Brown's  joining  the  Conservatives  withdiii 
consulting  them  as  a  breach  of  faith.  Under  the  leadei-ship  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  tlii- 
leeliug  uUinuitulv  died  uwav. 
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pretty  much  their  own  way.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  how- 
ever, that  the  new  constitution  had  called  into  existence,  besides 
the  Parliament  of  Canada,  other  legislative  bodies  whose  actions 
required  the  careful  supervision  of  the  statesman  having  the 
supreme  direction  of  affairs.  And  particularly  was  this  true  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  province  with  which  Sir  John  Macdonald 
had  all  his  life  been  associated. 

On  the  formation  of  the  Dominion,  Major-General  Stisted — 
the  senior  military  officer  in  the  province — was  appointed 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ontario  pending  future  arrangements. 
The  new  Governor  had  recourse  to  Mr.  John  Sandfield  Mac- 
donald, to  whom  he  entrusted  the  duty  of  forming  the  first 
provincial  Administration.  Mr.  John  Sandfield  Macdonald, 
an  old-time  Liberal,  whose  name  we  have  frequently  met 
with  in  these  pages,  was  one  of  the  few  public  men  of 
Upper  Canada  who  opposed  Confederation.  From  the  days  of 
"  representation  by  population  "  and  the  "  double  majority  "  he 
had  steadily  set  his  face  against  any  interference  with  the 
constitution  of  1841.  In  1864  he  opposed  the  coalition  of 
Messrs.  Macdonald  and  Brown,  and  fought  that  Government 
until  Confederation  became  an  accomplished  fact,  when  he 
accepted  the  situation.  Mr.  Macdonald,  though  a  Liberal,  was 
not,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  a  party  man.  Like  some  of 
his  contemporaries,  he  was  too  impatient  of  restraint  and  too 
tenacious  of  his  own  opinions  to  submit  to  the  leadership  of 
any  one.  Thus  constituted,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  lie 
frequently  came  into  collision  with  Mr.  Brown,  the  most 
imperious  and  self-willed  politician  Canada  has  ever  known. 
Both  opposed  the  several  Liberal- Conservative  Governments 
between  1854  and  1858,  and  both  were  members  of  the  famous 
two  days'  Administration  of  the  latter  year.  The  recrimina- 
tions which  subsequently  took  place  over  the  formation  of  that 
short-lived  Ministry  mark  the  beginning  of  a  divergence  between 
them,  which  ever  afterwards  steadily  increased,  save  for  a  brief 
period  in  1803-G4,  when,  under  circumstances  that  we  have 
considered,  the  Globe  supported  the  Macdonald-Dorion  Admin- 
istration. The  1st  of  July,  1867,  found  Mr.  John  Sandfield 
Macdonald  still  calling  himself  a  Liberal,  prepared  to  accept 
the  new  order  of  things,  and  at  the  same  time  resolutely  opposed 


20      MEMOIRS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.    [Chap.  XVI. 


to  George  Brown.  The  Dominion  Cabinet  had  been  formed,  as 
regards  Ontario,  on  the  basis  of  a  coalition.  It  was  equally 
desirable  that  the  first  provincial  administration  should  be 
similarly  constituted.  The  initiative  lay  with  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald,  who  came  to  tlie  conclusion  that  John  Sandfield 
Macdonald  was  just  the  man  to  undertake  the  task.  The 
position  was  offered  to  and  accepted  by  him,  and  a  strong 
coalition  Government  speedily  formed.  Together  the  two 
Premiers  fouglit  the  general  elections  of  1867,  or  "  hunted  in 
couples,"  to  use  the  expressive  phrase  of  the  Liberal  party, 
whicli  was  scandalized  by  the  alliance  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, whose  functions,  they  held,  were  entirely  distinct.  The 
result  of  the  elections  was  almost  as  favourable  to  the  local  as 
to  the  federal  Government,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Macdonald  continued 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  Ontario  for  upwards  of  four  years. 
The  relations  between  Ottawa  and  Toronto  were,  on  the  whole, 
friendly,  though  the  local  Premier's  exalted  views  of  the  func- 
tions and  prerogatives  of  his  Legislature,  his  intractability  and 
unwillingness  to  take  advice  from  anybody,  added  not  a  little 
to  the  weight  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  responsibilities.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  expected  to  have  a  voice  in  all  matters  of  federal 
concern  affecting  Ontario,  and  was  much  dissatisfied  when,  from 
any  reason,  action  was  taken  without  reference  to  him.* 

So  concerned  was  Sir  John  for  the  successful  administration 
oi  provincial  affairs,t  that  at  one  time  he  seriously  thought  of 
entering  the  local  House  with  a  view  of  keeping  an  eye  on  its 
legislation.  It  is  not  surprising,  however,  that  lie  found  this 
plan  impracticable.^ 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  1868  Sir  John  Macdonald 
was  far  from  well,  and  once  more  made  an  effort  to  relinquish 
the  cares  of  State.  He  seems  to  have  entertained  an  idea,  whicli 
twenty  years  later  recurred  to  him,  of  resigning  office,  yet 

*  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Ilowland  to  the  Lieutenant  Governorship  of  Ontario 
is  ii  case  in  point. 

t  See  Appendix  XVI. 

X  On  tlie  death  of  Sir  Henry  Smith,  the  local  memher  for  Frontenac,  in 
September,  1868,  Sir  John  thus, wrote  to  Mr.  Alexauder  Campbell :  "Do  you  know 
(this  is  strictly  entre  nous)  that  I  have  some  idea  of  running  (for  Frontenac)  myself? 
1  want  a  check  on  the  powers  that  be  in  Toronto,  and  if  I  were  a  member  of  tlie 
Local  I  could  make  all  things  pleasant  for  Sandfield  in  the  Dominion  Parliament. 
This,  however,  is  merely  a  crude  idea  which  may  never  come  to  anything." 
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continuing  to  occupy  a  seat  in  Parliament  as  an  inclepen- 
tlent  member.  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  in  a  letter  dated 
February  28,  1868,  tells  him  that  he  has  filled  too  large  a  space 
in  the  political  world  to  admit  of  such  a  course  being  practi- 
cable, and  urges  upon  him  the  expediency  of  his  taking  the 
Lieutenant  Governorship  of  Ontario,  in  which  position  of 
<lisnified  retirement  he  would  obtain  the  ease  and  rest  of 
which  he  stood  so  much  in  need.  But  between  him  and  that 
rest  many  years  of  care  and  toil  were  yet  to  intervene. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 

1867-18G8. 

RESrur  OF  THE  KLECTIOXS  in  nova  SCOTIA — movement  FOK  KEPEAIi  OF 
THE  VXIOX — JOSEPII  HOWE — PIJOVISCIAL  IJELECIATION  TO  ENT.LAND— 
MISSION  OF  DR.  TUPPER — HIS  INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  HOWE  IN  I.ONDON— 
MI!.  TILLEY's  VIEWS— sir  JOHN  MACDONALD'.S  VISIT  TO  HALIF.VX — III.S 
REPORT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  GENERAL — POSITION  OF  MR.  HOWE — VIOLENCE 
OF  THE  AGITATION  FOR  REPEAL — CORRESPONDENCE  HETWEEN  SIR  JOHN' 
MACnONALD  AND  MR.  HOWE—"'  RETFER  TERMS  "  TO  NOVA  SCOTIA- 
MR.  HOWE  ENTERS  THE  CABINET  OF  SIR  JOHN  MACDONALI). 

While  the  great  work  of  consolidatioii  was  thus  quietly  going 
forward  at  the  capital,  a  very  different  order  of  things  pre- 
vailed down  by  the  sea.  We  have  already  noticed  the  disastrous 
result  that  followed  the  first  appeal  of  the  General  Government 
to  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia,  when  out  of  nineteen  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  eighteen  were  returned  pledged  to  do 
their  utmost  to  detach  the  province  from  the  Confederation. 
The  first  elections  for  the  provincial  Legislature  were  equally 
decisive.  Out  of  thirty-eight  members  only  two  were  returned 
as  favourable  to  the  continuance  of  Lhc  inion  with  Canada. 
While  the  Federal  members,  to  whc'-rn  only  it  belonged  to 
discuss  the  relations  subsisting  between  the  province  and  the 
Dominion,  were  comparatively  moderate  in  tone,  being  in- 
fluenced, to  some  extent,  by  the  national  spirit  that  pervaded 
the  large  assembly  in  which  they  found  themselves  at  Ottawa, 
the  members  of  the  provincial  Legislature,  whose  functions, 
according  to  the  constitution,  were  limited  to  local  affairs,  at 
once  proceeded  to  consider  the  burning  question  of  the  day, 
])assed  an  address  to  the  Queen  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Union  with  Canada,  and  despatched  delegates  to  England  for 
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the  purpose  of  laying  this  address  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne, 
iind  of  explaining  and  supporting  the  representations  upon 
which  it  was  based.* 

The  head  and  front  of  the  agitation  was  Joseph  Howe, 
a  man  of  rare  intellectual  gifts,  who  for  many  years  had  been 
leader  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Nova  Scotia.  Between  him  and 
Dr.  Tupper  there  had  existed,  ever  since  the  entrance  of  the 
latter  into  public  life,  a  steady  and  persistent  antagonism. 
Mr.  Howe  was  not  one  of  the  delegates  either  to  Charlottetown 
or  to  Quebec  in  1864,  his  duties  as  Imperial  Fisheries  Com- 
missioner at  that  time  having  necessitated  his  absence.  It 
may  be  that  had  he  shared  with  Dr.  Tupper  the  distinction  of 
l)eing  one  of  the  framers  of  the  new  constitution  he  might  not 
liave  regarded  it  with  such  disfavour.  It  is  not  improbable 
also  that  his  misunderstanding  with  Mr.  Hincks  about  the 
railway  negotiations  of  1852,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,! 
predisposed  him  to  hostility  to  everything  Canadian.  Whatever 
was  his  motive,  he  threw  himself  with  amazing  energy  into  the 
struggle  which  in  1867  convulsed  Nova  Scotia. 

Mr.  Howe  was,  in  nmny  respects,  well  fitted  to  lead  a 
popular  agitation,  possessing,  as  he  did  in  generous  measure, 
those  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  make  a  man  beloved  of 
liis  fellows.  He  had  long  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  was  passionately  devoted  to  his  native  province.  In 
addition  to  these  qualifications  he  was  incomparably  the  finest 
public  speaker,  the  greatest  natural  orator  that  British  North 
America  has  ever  produced.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  there- 
fore, that  \vith  such  a  leader  the  agitation  for  repeal  in  Nova 
Scotia  threatened  to  assume  formidable  dimensions. 

Impressed  with  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  the  Canadian 
Government  judged  it  expedient  to  despatch  a  representative  to 
England,  not  to  argue  the  case  for  Canada,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  th«  Imperial  authorities  full  information  as  to  the 
i^rounds  on  which  repeal  was  asked  by  Nova  Scotia.  The 
Ministry  abstained  from  sending  one  of  their  own  members,  on 
the  ground  that  such  action  might  be  interpreted  to  imply  an 

*  The  delegation  was  composed  of  Messrs.   Joseph  Howe,  William  Annand, 
J.  (;.  Troop,  and  II.  W.  Smith, 
t  See  ante,  vol.  i.  p.  109. 
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admission,  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion,  that  the  possibility  of 
repeal  was  a  subject  for  discussion.  At  the  same  time,  it  was 
felt  that  the  mission  was  one  of  extreme  delicacy  and  responsi- 
bility, and  that  an  injudicious  selection  might  be  attended  with 
the  gravest  consequences. 

The  Government  finally  chose  Dr.  Tapper  and  the  Hon. 
A.  T.  Gait  to  represent  them  before  the  Imperial  Government. 
Mr.  Gait  declined  the  proffered  honour.  He  disagreed  with 
Sir  John  Macdonald  as  to  the  right  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
question  of  Nova  Scotia's  recalcitration,  holding  that  it  should 
be  met  in  England  with  the  Federal  and  Imperial  argument, 
and  not  treated  from  a  Nova  Scotian  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Gait  from  the  first  had  manifested  much  interest  in 
this  question.  A  month  before  the  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons  over  Dr.  Tupper's  appointment,*  he  wrote  thus  to 
the  Prime  Minister  :  "  At  the  risk  of  your  telling  me  that  my 
advice  is  uncalled  for  and  unwelcome,  I  am  compelled,  by  my 
anxiety  to  see  the  Confederation  succeed,  to  write  you  about 
Nova  Scotia."  f  He  then  goes  on  to  advise  that  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued,  and  not  meet  on  the  12th  of  March,  nor 
until  the  deputation  from  the  Local  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia 
had  returned  from  England  with  their  answer. 

Sir  John  differed  with  Mr.  Gait  on  both  these  points,  but 
was  unable  to  bring  the  ex-Finance  Minister  to  adopt  his  viewsi 
although,  from  the  first  sentence  in  the  following  letter,  it  would 
look  as  if  Mr.  Gait  had  agreed  to  undertake  the  mission  and 
afterwards  changed  his  mind. J 


!    i 


*  Mnrch  19,  18G8. 

t  From  till'  lion.  A.  T.  Gnlt  to  Sir  Jolin  Maidoimkl,  dtited  Slierlji'ookc, 
February  10,  18G8. 

{;  TliiH  Xovn  Scotia  miMnion  serves  to  illustrate  the  different  views  entrvtuined  h\ 
rcrtain  of  Sir  John's  colleagues  on  the  suhjeit  ol'  party  loyalty.  Sir  Alexander  Gait, 
thoujfh  generally  a  Conservative,  was  never  a  party  man.  He  could  not  bo  brought 
to  understand  the  neoessity  for  sometimes  (h't'ening  his  judgnient  to  that  of  tin' 
recognized  leader,  without  which  spirit  of  suliordiuatiou  all  party  government  become* 
imjidssible.  Even  iu  the  routine  of  politics  he  chafed  uiuler  the  ordinary  rules  ol 
discipline,  and  the  cry  of  non  serviam  was  ever  ready  on  liis  lips.  This  (i\iality  did 
not  arise  from  mere  selfishness  or  jeidonsy,  for  Sir  Alexander  Gait  was  a  man  of  large 
and  generous  mind,  but  was  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  au  inconstancy  of  purponr 
which  was  constitutional  with  him. 

Sir  Charles  Tapper,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  conspicuous  tj-po  of  another  cl«s< 
uf  statesman.    Was  it  iu  the  intorosts  of  the  party  or  for  the  success  of  Cuufodoratinn 
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"Ottawa,  March  23,  18G8. 

"My  dear  Tltpei;, 

"  You  will  see  by  the  papers  that  Gait  regularly  sold 
(, 'artier  about  the  mission  to  England.  It  has,  however,  done 
no  harm  except  to  himself.  In  order  to  destroy  the  argument 
that  your  mission  was  hostile  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  an  insult  to 
it,  as  Blake  and  Holton  declared,  I  carefully  prepared  the  Order 
in  Council,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  you. 

"  The  debate  was  spirited,  but  is  shockingly  reported,  in  fact 
not  reported  at  all.  It  will  serve,  however,  to  show  to  you 
how  necessary  it  is  that  you  should  adopt  the  most  conciliatory 
tone  with  your  Nova  Scotia  friends. 

"  I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  arrange  matters  with  Howe,  and 
I  shall  look  eagerly  for  a  telegram. 

"  I  will  write  you  next  mail  respecting  the  fisheries. 
"  In  great  haste, 

"  Yours  always, 

"John  A.  Macdon.vld. 
"The  Hon.  Chas.  Tupiier,  C.B." 


Upon  his  arrival  in  London  Dr.  Tupper  lost  no  time  in 
entering  upon  the  delicate  mission  with  which  he  had  been 
charged.  He  at  once  sought  out  Mv.  Howe,  with  whom  ho  had 
an  important  conference.  What  passed  thereat  is  thus  related 
by  himself : — 

"  I  called  and  left  a  card  for  Mr.  Howe  (who  was  not  in)  immediately  after 
my  arrival,  and  saw  Annaiid  and  Smith,  hut  made  no  reference  to  polities. 
Last  Monday  morning  Howe  came  to  sec  me  here,  and  we  spent  two  hours  in 
the  most  intimate  and  friendly,  I  may  say  unreserved,  discussion  of  tlie  whuhs 
tjuestion.  He  met  mo  by  the  observation  that  he  could  not  say  he  was  glad  to 
f^ce  mo  here,  but  that  ho  expected  me,  as  ho  know  that,  under  the  circuiu- 
.stnnccp,  I  must  come.  He  said  that  if  the  (ioveriuncnt  and  Parliament  refused 
to  do  anything,  lio  intended  to  tell  the  peojile  of  Nova  Scotia  that  he  was  ready 
tondopt  any  course  they  might  decide  upon.  I  told  him  that  I  considered  it 
tliie  to  my  own  character,  as  a  public  man,  as  well  as  to  the  best  interests  of 
my  country,  to  obtain  the  approval  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  I'nion  :  that  I  haii, 

that  he  slumltl  not  cuter  the  Cubiuet  ?  lie  liiiusell'  svigpfcsts  that  hin  phipo  ho  taktsn 
liy  aiKithcr.  Were  his  services  required  in  Eiighiiul  '<  He  sails  l)y  tlie  next  steunicr. 
Would  it  priimoto  the  great  work  of  conciliation,  alike  dear  to  Ids  leader  and  hiinsolf, 
tlint  he  forego  the  acceptance  of  u  position  of  lionour  uud  emolunieut  which  has  jiLst 
l»ecii  otfered  to  him  y    Without  hesitation  it  is  declined. 
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after  careful  consideration,  decided  that  it  could  be  done,  despite  all  opposition, 
and  had  refused  the  chairmanship  of  tlie  Railway  Commission,  in  ordor  to  leave 
myself  untrammelled  and  strengthen  my  hands  for  the  work ;  but  that  I  was 
tired  of  fighting,  and  knew  that  the  struggle  must  be  most  injurious  to  all 
concerned.  I  told  him  I  expected  him  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  repeal, 
both  with  the  (rovernment  and  Parliament ;  but  that,  in  case  he  failed,  he 
must  see  that  persisting  in  a  course  of  antagonism  to  the  Dominion  and 
Imperial  Governments  would  only  end  in  the  ruin  of  himself  and  his  party, 
and  be  the  cause  of  immense  mischief  to  the  country.  I  told  him  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  went  back  to  Nova  Scotia  and  told  them  that,  before  entering 
upon  any  further  antagonism,  tiiey  had  better  give  the  Union  a  fair  trial,  he 
would  find  the  Government  and  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  not  only  ready 
to  make  any  practicable  concession  to  tiie  interests  of  N.S.,  but  to  give  the 
jmblic  sentiment  of  the  people,  as  expressed  at  the  election,  the  fullest  weight. 
That  a  seat  in  tiie  Government  and  the  position  declined  by  myself  would 
afford  the  means  of  doing  justice  to  the  claims  of  the  Nova  Scotia  party,  and 
that  I  would  unite  my  fortunes  with  theirs  and  give  them  the  most  cordial 
support.  lie  ai)peared  deeply  impressed  by  my  statements,  and  said  a  gi-eat 
many  civil  things,  but  expressed  liis  fears  that,  if  he  took  that  course,  his 
jiarty  would  abandon  him.  I  told  him  that,  between  us,  we  could  rally  to  his 
support  three-fourths  of  the  wealth,  education,  an<l  influence  of  the  country, 
and  that  I  could  assure  him  thai,  he  would  thus  entitle  himself  to  the  most 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Crown.  The  Duke  has  entered  warmly  info 
my  views,  and  has  invited  Howe  and  myself  to  visit  him  at  Stowe  Park 
next  Monday."  * 

Mr.  Howe  presented  the  case  for  Nova  Scotia  with  all  the 
tmergy  and  skill  for  which  he  was  justly  celebrpted,  but  his 
('.(Torts,  though  idded  by  the  eloquence  of  John  Bright,  proved 
unavailing.  As  was  generally  expected,  the  Home  Government 
absolutely  declined  to  allow  Nova  Scotia  to  dismember  the 
(Confederation  into  which  she  had  voluntarily  entered.  This 
determination  was  commiuiicated  in  a  despatch  from  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  to  the  Governor  General,  dated  the  4th  of  June, 
I868.t  It  effectually  extinguished  the  last  hope  in  the  minds 
of  those  anti-CJonfederates  in  Nova  Scotia  who  were  amenabl  to 
reason.  Fortunately  for  the  province,  Joseph  Howe  was  in  that 
category.  Had  he  been  of  the  stamp  of  tliose  men  who  con- 
trolled tiio  local  Legislature,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  whole 
])rovince  would  have  been  speedily  in  a  blaze,  and  the  fire  tlius 
kindled   would   not  have  been   easily  quenched.     Mr.   Howe 

*  From  the  Ht)ii.  Charles  Tupper  to  Sir  Jidui  MncdoiinUl,  diitud  London,  April 
!),  1808. 

t  Journals,  House  of  Assemblii,  2^'ova  Scotkt,  1808,  Appumlix  9,  p.  2. 
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realized  the  responsibility  that  pressed  upon  him.  Aware  that 
everything  had  been  done  that  could  be  done,  he  shrank  from 
the  consequences  which  he  knew  full  well  must  result  from 
further  persistence  in  his  opposition  to  the  established  order. 
Gradually  he  came  to  see  the  wisdom  of  a  policy  of  conciliation 
and  of  compromise.  Meeting  with  Mr.  Tilley  soon  after  his 
return  from  England,  he  invited  him  to  breakfast,  and  discussed 
with  him  the  great  question  of  the  day.  He  expressed  his 
strong  desire  for  a  peaceable  solution  of  the  difficulty,  but  stated 
liis  belief  that  the  acceptance  of  office  by  a  fevv"  leading  anti- 
Confederates,  without  any  previous  reconsideration  of  the  terms 
of  Union,  would  merely  result  in  exposing  them  to  the  execration 
of  the  whole  province  without  in  any  way  improving  the  general 
position. 

''  He,  liowevor,  led  me  to  understand,"  wrote  Mr.  Tilley,  "  that  an  amicable 
nrranj^eniciit  once  etlected,  a  combination  or  reorganization  might  be  made, 
iind  the  suj)i)ort  of  the  Antis  secured  to  work  out  our  destiny.  The  rest  of  his 
I'ornarks  amounted  to  this :  '  Appoint  a  Royal  Commission,  let  it  decide.  If  that 
cannot  be  done,  let  a  friendly  conference  be  opened  between  the  Dominion 
(lovernnient  and  the  leading  Antis  in  Nova  Scotia,  including  the  members  of 
tiie  local  (iovernment;  the  Dominion  (rovernment  to  make  some  proposal 
lor  their  consideration ;  or,  if  that  would  bo  inconvenient,  a  friendly  talk  to 
.see  if  some  agreement  cannot  be  arrived  at,  with  the  understanding  that  by- 
.;'ones  be  by-gones,  and  that  they  meet  as  gentlemen  anxious  to  find  a  solution 
(if  the  difticulty.'  Now,  you  will  observe  that  this  means  just  this  :  we  will 
abandon  our  opposition  to  Confederation,  if  some  concessions  are  made.  This 
is  an  advance  in  the  right  direction.  The  reasonable  men  want  an  excuse  to 
I'tiable  them  to  hold  back  the  violent  and  unreasonable  of  their  own  party, 
and  this  excuse  ought  to  be  given  them.  lie  told  me  that  the  delegates,  thi^ 
iiieinbers  of  the  local  Goverimient,  anil  a  few  of  their  leading  friends  met, 
yesterday,  and  had  decided  upon  a  call  of  the  members  of  the  (Jeneral  am? 
local  Parliaments  for  the  Urd  of  August,  to  decide  what  course  they  had 
liottertake  (the  local  Legislature  meetH  on  the  (!th).  lie  said,  if  any  advances 
wore  to  be  made,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  steps  in  that  direction 
should  be  made  previous  to  thoir  meeting.  Ho  thought  a  visit  from  yon, 
about  that  time,  would  do  nnich  good,  and  we  all  hope  that  you  will  see  youi 
way  clear  to  come  in  this  direction  about  the  1st  of  the  month.  Tlioy  will  do 
iiothuig  until  that  meeting  takes  place.  I  camiot  but  think  that  a  visic  from 
yoii,  accompanied,  perhaps,  by  Cartier,  would  bo  productive  of  the  most 
beneficial  results.  lie  did  not  indicate  what  changes  they  wanted,  and  I 
rather  KUR])ect  that  the  nature  of  the  concessions  is  of  less  importance  to  them» 
than  the  fact  that  corcossions  havo  been  made.  Our  future  may  greatly 
depend  upon  the  deliberations  of  the  next  tlirco  weeks.    I  cannot  urge  toi> 
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strongly  the  importance  of  your  visiting  Halifax  before  the  3nl  of  August ;  all 
lierc,  who  see  and  understand  the  state  of  aflairs,  agree  wit'i  nio  upon  this 
point.  I  am  not  an  alarmist,  but  the  position  can  only  be  understood  by 
visiting  Nova  Scotia,  There  is  no  use  in  crying  peace  when  there  is  no  peace. 
We  require  wise  and  prudent  action  at  this  moment ;  the  most  serious  results 
may  be  produced  by  the  opposite  course."  * 

Mr.  Archibald,  a  keen  observer  of  tli.^  situation,  also  wrote 
much  to  the  same  effect,  and  concluded  his  letter  thus : — 

"  From  all  this  the  general  deduction  is,  that  we  have  here  a  '  nodus  deo 
vindice  dignus,'  that,  if  you  can  possibly  do  it,  you  should  come  down  here 
yourself.  An  hour's  conference  between  yon  and  Mr.  Ilowe,  and  a  mutual 
interchange  of  views,  would  jo  more  to  clear  the  atmosphere  than  anything 
else.  It  would  give  Howe  '..•i^ra.  us3  power — if  he  has  the  inclination,  as 
I  believe  he  has — to  control  iXui  ofofm  he  has  raised.  Everybody  here,  whose 
judgment  is  valuable,  thinks  negotu.'!  ■  •  the  remedy,  and  you  the  man.  With 
temper  and  feeling  to  deal  with,  the  proposition  should  not  pass  through  a 
local  channel,  and,  in  any  event,  the  effort  to  settle  the  matter  would  be  ot 
incalculable  value."  f 

Messrs.  Howe  and  Tupper  returned  from  England  on  the 
same  steamer.  The  latter,  on  his  arrival  at  Halifax,  at  once 
proceeded  to  Ottawa  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  result  of 
his  mission.  He  found  that  Sir  John  had  gone  to  Toronto, 
Thither  Dr.  Tupper  followed  him,  and  urged  upon  his  chief  the 
importance  of  his  paying  a  visit  to  Nova  Scotia  and  conferring 
with  Mr.  Howe  in  person.  This  advice,  coinciding  with  that 
already  received  from  Messrs.  Tilley  and  Archibald,  was  fol- 
lowed, and  towards  the  close  of  tlie  month  of  July,  Sir  John 
Macdonald,  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Carticr,  William  McDougall, 
Tupper,  and  John  Sandtield  Macdonald,  left  Toronto  for  Halifax. 
This  last  gentleman  was  a  great  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Howe, 
Like  him  he  had  opposed  Confederation,  but  when  Confedera- 
tion became  an  accomplished  fact  he  accepted  the  situation,  ami 
did  his  utmost  to  promote  the  working  of  the  new  constitution. 

Immediately  on  reaching  Halifax,  Sir  John  Macdonall 
communicated  with  Mr.  Howe,  suggesting  an  informal  meetin;: 
which  Mr.  Howe  agreed  to.  \ 

*  From  tlio  IIou.  S.  L.  Tilloy  to  bir  John  Miu'donuld,  Uiitud  Windsor,  N.S., 
.Inly  17,  18G8. 

t  From  tho  lion.  A.  0.  Archilmld  to  Sir  Joliu  Muodoniild,  dutcd  Ilulil'ux,  Jul; 
17,  1808. 

X  "  Government  House,  Ilulifux,  Novo  Scotiu,  Suturduy,  Augiist  1  (18(38). 

"  Mv  nEAU  Mil.    Howe,— I  liuvo  I'omo   to   Novii  Scotiu   for  the  purpose  "l 
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A  record  of  the  negotiations  wliicli  followed  is  preserved  in 
a  letter  which  Sir  John  addressed  to  the  Governor  General 
shortly  after  his  return  to  Ottawa. 


"  [Confidential] 

"  September  4,  18G8. 
"MV   DEAIl   LOIiD   MONCK, 

"  According  to  your  desire,  I  now  send  you  an  account 
of  my  visit  to  Nova  Scotia  and  its  results. 

"  When  in  Toronto,  early  last  month,  I  received  a  letter 
from  my  colleague  Mr.  Tilley,  who  was  then  at  Halifax,  inform- 
ing me  of  a  confidential  conversation  he  had  just  had  with 
Mr.  Howe,  in  which,  among  other  things,  that  gentleman  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  I  should  visit  Nova  Scotia  and  see  some  of 
the  leading  men  personally.  As  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature 
was  to  meet  in  a  few  days,  and  also  a  Convention  composed  of 
the  anti-Union  members  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  and  of  the 
local  Legislature  and  also  of  the  provincial  Government,  both 
Mr.  Tilley  and  Mr.  Howe  thought  it  well  that  I  should  be  on 
the  spot  before  any  action  was  taken  by  the  Convention. 

"  I  at  once  proceeded  to  Halifax,  accompanied  by  Sir  George 
Cartier,  and  the  day  before  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  saw 
!Mr.  Howe. 

"  He  told  me  frankly  that,  if  he  saw  any  course  open  to  him 
by  wliich  he  could  continue  to  press  for  repeal  of  the  Union, 
with  any  hope  of  success,  that  he  would  do  so,  and  that  he  had 
so  stated  to  all  his  friends ;  but  that  he  had  not  hesitated  to 
declare  that  he  would  oppose  any  attempt  at  resistance  to  the 
law,  either  active  or  passive,  as  well  as  all  attempts  at  annexa- 
tion to  the  I'.S. 

sceiii}];  wliut  cim  bo  done  in  tlio  i)roseiit  stiito  ol  iiffiiirs,  aud  should  like  ol  all  thills 
ti)  liiivc  a  (luiet  talk  with  you  tlieioaneut. 

"  I  shall  1)P  ready  to  nio(>t  you  at  any  time  or  jjhico  you  may  appoint.  Tin.' 
(ii'iural  ha.-*  kindly  ffiven  me  up  his  oflice  here,  and,  it'  it  would  suit  your  convenience, 
«iMiiii,dit  perhaps  meet  here  after  church  to-morrow. — lielieve  nu',  yours  taitlit'uUy, 
John  \.  Mac:im)n.\i,1). 

"  The  Hon.  J.  Howe." 

"  Fairfield,  Anf,'ust  1. 
"My  iiKAU  Siu   John,— 1  luive  just   received  your  note,  and  will  wait  upou 
yiiuiit  \-]n<-l  1  to-morrow. — Yours  truly,  Joseimi  Howe." 
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"  He  stated  further,  that  the  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  was  as 
widespread  and  as  strong  as  ever,  and  the  difficulties  were  so 
great  that  he  did  not  sc-  lus  way  out  of  them. 

"  He  asked  me  if  I  had  any  course  to  suggest.  I  answered 
that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  despatch  to  Your  Excellency 
precluded  you  or  your  advisers  from  even  contemplating  the 
possibility  of  Nova  Scotia  severing  itself  from  the  Union,  as 
H.M.  Government  had  declared  against  the  repeal,  from 
Imperial  as  well  as  from  colonial  considerations.  That  it  was 
open  to  Nova  Scotia  to  press  for  such  alterations  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  short  of  severance,  as  it  might  think  expedient,  and 
that  the  proper  place  to  do  so  was  in  the  Parliament  of  tho 
Dominion.  That  the  constitution  was  now  on  its  trial,  and 
that  probably  e  'pcri .  j  might  show  the  necessity  of  reform  in 
some  particulars,  but  that  we  were  bound  to  give  it  a  fair  trial. 

"  I  added  t'lat  the  despatch  invited  the  attention  of  Your 
Lordship  and  your  av  ise^^  lu  the  grievances  complained  of,  in 
matters  relating  to  taxation,  commercial  regulations,  and  the 
fisheries,  and  that  we  were  quite  ready  to  discuss  all  suclt 
matters.  That  I  knew  it  was  contended  that  the  financial 
arrangements  in  the  Union  Act  were  unjust  in  several  particulars 
to  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  the  Government  of  Canada  would  h 
<[uite  ready  to  remove  any  proved  grievance  in  that  respect. 

"  I  pressed  Mr.  Howe  strongly  to  give  the  Government  the 
advantage  of  his  influence  and  assistance  by  becoming  a  member 
of  ic,  and  pointed  out  to  him  several  instances  in  which  the 
interests  of  Nova  Scotia  were  suffering  ."rom  tho  want  of  a  due 
representation  at  the  Council  Board. 

"  He  stated  that  he  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  take  that  step, 
That  in  the  present  excited  state  of  feeling  in  N.S.,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  take  with  him  the  people.  That  some  of  tk 
more  violent  were  already  suspicious  of  him,  and  he  would  be 
at  once  charged  with  desertion  from  the  cause,  and  thus  his 
usefulness  would  be  destroyed. 

"  He  informed  me  that  there  was  already  a  good  deal  ol 
Jealousy  between  the  members  of  the  Dominion  I'arliameut  and 
those  of  the  provincial  Legislature.  That  tho  former  were 
generally  in  favour  of  a  moderate  course,  but  that  the  majority 
of  the  local  members  were,  as  yet,  in  favour  of  continued 
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agitation.  He  hoped  much,  however,  from  the  action  of  the 
Convention,  and  would  endeavour  to  get  them  to  agree  to 
enter  into  a  friendly  discussion  with  Sir  George  and  myself ; 
and  he  advised  me  in  the  mean  time  to  see  as  many  of  the  lead- 
ing people  as  possible, 

"  This  I  did,  and  found  that  while  a  large  majority  were  in 
favour  of  severance,  if  possible,  yet,  witii  a  few  exceptions,  they 
were  not  prepared  for  any  violent  or  illegal  courses.  Among 
the  most  violent  were  tlie  members  of  the  provincial  Govern- 
ment. They  had  come  into  office  on  the  repeal  cry,  and,  as  it 
was  generally  alleged,  felt  that  their  continuance  in  power 
depended  upon  the  continuance  of  the  agitation.  I  found  a 
minority  of  them,  however,  moderate  men,  but  quite  unable  to 
resist  the  violent  counsels  of  their  colleagues. 

"  The  Government  affected  to  consider  that  our  visit  there 
was  an  official  one,  and  that  we  were  charged  by  orders  from 
England  to  make  certain  propositions  to  them.  They  accord- 
ingly, through  the  Lieutenant  (Jovernor,  informed  me  that 
they  were  ready  to  receive  any  propositions. 

"  My  answer  was  that  wo  were  charged  with  no  such  pro- 
positions, but  that  we  were  there  to  inquire  for  ourselves  into 


the  stale  of  feeling,  and 


into  the  alleged  grievances 


and  I 


stated  our  desire  to  enter  into  a  frank  discussion  on  tlie  subject 
with  the  Convention  or  with  a  committee  thereof,  which  had 
been  appointed  to  report  on  the  best  means  of  continuing  the 
agitation  for  repeal.  We  were  subsequently  informed  that  tlie 
committee  M'as  not  prepared  to  enter  into  any  discussion,  but 
would  be  ready  to  hear  any  statements  that  we  had  to  make. 

"  The  Convention  sat  with  closed  doors,  but  T  ascertained 
that  ]\Ir.  Howe,  their  chairnmn,  pressed  fur  a  free  discussion,  as 
lie  had  agreed  with  me  he  would  do,  l)ut  was  unable  to  carry  it. 
He  had  even  great  difficulty  in  carrying  the  resolution  that 
I  should  be  allowed  to  make  a  statement ;  indeed  I  believe  it 
M'as  adopted  only  on  his  casting  vote. 

"  Although  the  resolution  was  not  very  conciliatory  in  its 
terms,  we  thought  it  better  to  accept  it  and  to  meet  the 
Convention.  I  accordi)igly  went,  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Cartier,  Kenny,  and  Mitchell,  and  we  were  received  with 
sufficient  eourtesv. 
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"  At  the  request  of  the  chairman  I  addressed  them  at  some 
length,  and  Sir  George  briefly.  We  took  the  line  suggeste'! 
privately  to  us  by  Mr.  Howe  as  most  likely  to  be  effective. 

"  I  shall  not  weary  Your  Excellency  with  the  details  of  our 
remarks,  but  we  generally  stated  that,  although  debarred  from 
entering  into  the  political  aspects  of  the  question,  we  were 
([uite  ready  to  deal  witli  tlie  financial  side,  and  invited  the  local 
Government  to  send  its  representatives  to  Ottawa  and  attempt 
to  arrive  at  an  amicable  solution  of  the  commercial  and  financial 
([uestions. 

"  We  stated  that,  so  long  as  they  conscientiously  believed 
that  the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia  would  be  best  served  by 
severance  of  the  Union,  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  urge  the 
repeal  of  the  Act  by  legal  and  constitutional  means,  and  that  we 
could  not  complain  so  long  as  they  confined  themselves  within 
those  limits.  I  pointed  out  that  meanwhile  Nova  Scotia  wa8 
suffering  from  her  interests  being  uure[)resented  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  from  the  position  taken  by  her  representatives  in 
Parliament,  who  held  aloof  from  all  active  concern  in  the 
legislation  or  administration  of  affairs  of  the  Dominion ;  and 
I  referred  to  the  course  taken  by  O'Connell,  who,  while  with  his 
followers  pressing  for  tlie  repeal  of  the  Union  between  England 
and  Ireland,  in  I'arliament  entered  actively  upon  their  dutie? 
as  members  of  Parliament,  and  gave  a  general  support  to  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  had  consequently  great  influence 
in  the  administration  of  Irish  affairs  and  in  the  protection  ol' 
Irish  interests. 

"  Mr.  Howe,  as  chairman,  then  asked  a  few  questions  in 
connection  with  our  statements,  and  we  witlidrew,  every 
member  of  the  committee  thanking  us  for  our  explanations. 

"  I  was  glad  to  see  that  tlie  Convention  adopted  the  course 
suggested  by  us,  and,  in  their  resolution  which  they  passed 
[)revious  to  breaking  u]),  agreed  that  their  exertions  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Act  should  lie  conducted  in  a  legal  and  con- 
stitutional manner. 

"Mr.  Howe  expressed  himself  afterwards  as  pleased  with 
the  result,  and  said  that  our  explanations  had  given  consider- 
able satisfaction,  even  to  the  violent ;  and  this  was  corroborated 
from  other  quarters. 
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"The  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  induce  the  local 
Legislature  to  proceed  with  the  public  business,  and  not 
adjourn  again,  as  tliey  threatened  to  do  on  the  ground  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  work  the  constitution  at  all.  Moderate 
counsels,  I  am  happy  to  say,  prevailed,  and,  as  you  see,  the 
local  Legislature,  after  making  a  solemn  protest  to  save  their 
position  with  the  country,  that  their  proceeding  to  legislation 
must  not  be  considered  as  an  acceptance  of  the  constitutional 
Act,  proceeded  to  accept  it  by  going  on  with  the  work  of 
legislation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  rise  witliiu  a  week  or 
two  without  taking  any  revolutionary  steps.  I  do  not  appre- 
iiend  that  there  is  much  danger  of  this,  as  it  is  evident  that, 
although  the  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  House  are  very 
violent,  the  leading  men  are  beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of 
acquiescence.  I  shall  not,  however,  be  easy  on  that  head  until 
the  prorogation. 

"I  had  interviews  with  nearly  all  the  members  of  the 
Dominion  Parliament,  and  was  pleased  to  find  that  a  large 
majority  of  them  are  ready  to  work  in  harness ;  but,  in  order 
to  do  this  effectively,  they  must  go,  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
with  the  people,  and  only  come  round  by  degrees. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  1  agreed  that  Mr.  Howe  and  his 
friends  would  be  considered  by  the  Canadian  Government  as 
frkiuh,  and  as  such  would  have  a  fair  shave  of  influence 
in  recommending  to  local  appointments  in  Nova  Scotia;  but 
I  arranged  with  Mr.  Howe  that  for  the  present  all  the  more 
important  appointments  tliat  could  be  kept  open  without  injury 
to  the  public  service  should  not  be  filled  up,  until  the  state  of 
public  feeling  would  enable  himself  and  his  friends  to  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  Government. 

"As  rumours  were  then  extensively  prevailing  that  the 
American  Government  were  about  to  open  negotiations  for  the 
renewal  of  the  Ileciprocity  Treaty,  I  got  !Mr.  Howe  to  promise  that 
he  would  proceed,  if  asked  by  the  Canadian  Government,  as  one 
iif  a  delegation  to  Washington  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  question. 

"  Tluis  the  matter  stands  at  present,  and  I  have  great  hopes 
that  if  no  untoward  accident  occurs  and  the  local  Legislature 
is  prorogued  quietly,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  Mr.  Howe 
will  be  able  to  come  into  the  Government.     So  soon  as  he 
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leels  strong  enough  to  take  tliis  step  I  think  all  danger  will  li..- 
over,  as,  although  there  will  doubtless  still  remain  a  consider- 
able party  for  secession,  yet  his  influence  is  such  that  thosi.' 
who  will  continue  to  support  him,  together  with  the  Unioii 
party  (which  though  in  a  minority  is  strong  in  numbers,  ami 
influential  from  its  wealth  and  intelligence),  will  form  a  majority 
of  the  people. 

"  I  may  mention  that  Sir  CJeorge,  as  Minister  of  Militia,  liau 
a  good  deal  of  intercourse  with  the  officers  commanding  tlii 
militia  and  volunteers,  and  found  that  a  very  good  spirit 
prevailed. 

"On  the  wliole  my  report  to  Your  Lordship  is,  that  our 
mission  was  much  more  satisfactory  in  its  results  than  we  had 
reason  to  expect ;  but  we  say  as  little  about  it  as  possilde,  lest  it 
might  compromise  those  gentlemen  wlio  are  known  to  haw 
been  in  consultation  with  us  at  Halifiix. 

"  I  need  scarcely  say  that  my  communications  wit!i 
Mr.  Howe  were  entirely  confidential,  and  that  I  communicate 
tliem  to  you  as  such. 

"  So  soon  as  the  prorogation  takes  place  I  am  to  addres- 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Howe,  the  terms  of  which  will  be  settlai 
between  us,  and  which,  though  marked  '  private,'  he  is  to  use 
among  his  friends,  with  the  view  of  inducing  them  to  coiiii 
to  his  support  in  case  he  or  some  leading  man  of  his  party 
should  take  office. 

"  I  shall  conclude  my  long  letter  by  saying,  first,  that  \\< 
received  most  valuable  assistance  from  General  ]^oyle,  wit!: 
Avhom  we  consulted  in  every  step  we  took ;  and  secondly,  that 
although  before  our  arrival  an  obscure  paper  suggested  rudt 
treatment,  we  were  received  with  kindness  and  courtesv 
wherever  we  went,  both  from  union  men  and  anti-Con- 
federates. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord  jMonck, 
"  Faithfully  yours, 

"Joiix  A.  Macdoxalp." 


Mr.  Howe's  position  was  indeed  one  of  great  perplexity 
The  trusted  leader  of  a  great  party,  the  beloved  of  a  wlmlti 
people,  the  father  of  a  cause,  he  now  stood  exposed   to  tli-J 
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reproaches  of  those  who  for  years  had  con  filled  in  him,  of 
having  deserted  and  betrayed  them.  From  many  quarters 
inquiries  came  to  him  from  anxious  friends  who  had  read  in  the 
newspapers  tliat  "  Joe  Howe  "  had  turned  "  Confederate."  It 
was  as  though  the  people  of  Ontario  liad  been  told  that  "'  John 
A."  had  become  a  "  Grit."  They  could  not  believe  it.  Still, 
they  would  like  the  assurance  straight  from  himself.  These 
letters,  some  of  them  strangely  pathetic  in  tone,  Mr.  Howe 
answered  in  a  kindly  spirit,  cxplainhig  over  and  over  again 
the  position  in  which  he  was  placed.     Thus  he  writes : — 

'■  In  answer  to  your  letter  I  may  say  tliat,  up  to  tliis  hour,  I  have  accepted 
iiotliing  and  done  nothing  inconsistent  with  tlie  general  tenor  of  my  life.  T 
am  dealing  with  the  difficulties  around  me  with  a  single  eye  to  the  good  of  my 
country ;  but  let  mo  add  that  treason  and  filibustering  exj)editions,  to  tear  the 
province  to  pieces,  are  not  included  in  my  programme."  * 

And  again : — 

"Especially  ought  I  to  ponder,  who  have  been  largely  trusted  by  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia — to  whom  at  this  moment  they  are  justified  in  looking 
for  counsel  and  advice — who  cannot  escape  from  responsibility  if  I  would.  I 
hope  to  live  and  die  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  must  be  careful  of  lier  reputation 
and  my  own.  In  all  the  struggles  of  the  past,  for  the  elevation  and  advance- 
ment of  our  country,  it  has  been  my  boast  that  no  life  was  lost  nor  a  pane  of 
glass  shattered.  I  owe  it  to  the  living  that  this  p(dicy  sliall  not  be  abandoned. 
I  owe  it  to  the  dead,  who  in  honour  and  sobriety  fought  by  my  side,  that  in 
the  autumnal  season  of  my  life  I  shall  not  go  mad  and  turn  our  country  into 
a  shambles. 

"I  have  given  two  years  to  the  battle  for  a  repeal  of  tlie  British  American 
Act,  at  M-hat  personal  sacrifice  perhaps  only  I  and  my  own  family  know.  It 
lias  rarely  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  man  to  confront  so  formidable  a  combina- 
tion. Arraj-ed  against  us  were  the  Queen's  name,  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
Commons,  the  Governor  General,  three  Lieutenant  Governors,  thirty-five 
delegates,  including  many  of  the  ablest  men  in  British  America,  the 
Canadian  press,  and,  imtil  recently,  nearly  the  entire  press  of  England.  How 
I  liave  borne  myself  in  presence  of  tliis  vast  combination  is  now  a  matter  nl 
history.  My  speeches  and  published  papers  are  before  the  world,  and  tin; 
lionourable  men  with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  wlio  have  shared  my 
labours  and  my  inmost  thoughts,  know  well  that  I  exerted  during  those  two 
years  every  foculty  with  which  natm-e  had  endowed  inc,  to  recover  tiic 
iiulcpendence  of  my  native  province. 

"In  this  case  the  battle  was  to  the  strong;  and  when  I  returned  from 
England  twice  defeated,  I  would  have  been  justified,  as  Lee  was,  in  laying 

*  From  the  Hon.  Joseph  llowc,  diitoil  Ilnlitiix.  October  o,  18G8. 
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down  my  arms ;  and  liad  I  ilone  so  and  accepted  the  situation  frankly,  my 
lionoiir  woiil<l  have  been  as  untarnislied  as  tliat  of  the  unsuccessful  soldier  is  a! 
this  day.  I  have  not  laid  down  my  arms  nor  accepted  the  situation,  but  I  am 
still  labouring  in  tlie  interests  of  my  country,  and  utterly  regardless  of  my  own, 
to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  business,  and  to  recover  what  I  can  out  of  tin 
wreck  that  has  been  made  of  our  provincial  organization."  * 

It  was  indeed  time  for  loyal  men  to  dissociate  themselves 
from  a  movement  which  was  rapidly  becoming  seditious. 
Threats  of  appeal  to  the  United  States  for  aid  were  beginning 
freely  to  be  heard  throughout  the  province,  not  only  in  obscure 
corners  but  in  the  high  places  of  the  land,  within  the  walls  of 
the  Legislature,  nay,  in  the  Councils  of  the  Crown  itself  On  the 
3rd  of  September,  1868,  Mr.  Martin  I.  Wilkins,  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  province,  was  reported  to  have  thus  delivered 
himself  in  the  House  of  Assembly  : — 

"  I  give  notice  now  to  England  and  to  Canada,  and  they  vWll  hear  my 
voice,  that,  if  before  the  next  session  of  this  Assembly,  redress  is  not  given  and 
the  constitution  restored  to  the  people,  the  people  will  no  longer  submit. 
You'll  hear  no  more  of  constitutional  and  gentle  means  after  that.  We'll  not 
be  without  a  revenue.  We'll  pass  a  revenue  law.  We'll  send  for  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Ilalifox,  and  bring  him  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  and 
order  him  to  obey  our  law.  This  will  be  done  before  next  session."  .  .  . 
"  If  these  means  won't  avail  we'll  appeal  to  another  nation." 

An  animated  correspondence  between  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  liis  Attorney  General,!  which  was  afterwards 
communicated  to  the  press,  took  place  over  this  outbreak.  It 
serves  to  show  the  state  of  public  feeling  when  a  man  holding 
the  position  of  Attorney  General  of  the  loyal  old  province  of 
Xova  Scotia  would  venture  so  to  express  himself. 

This  unseemly  episode  marks  the  highest  point  in  the 
repeal  disorder,  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  Legislature  was 
l)rorogued,  and  ere  it  met  again  the  adhesion  of  Messrs.  Howt 

*  From  the  Hon.  Jo.sppli  Howe  to  the  Eastern  dironiclo,  dated  Fairfielil. 
Oi'tober  24,  1868. 

t  See  Halifax  press,  September  7, 1868,  and  Appendix  XVII.  The  accuracy  of  tin 
above  version  of  the  remarks  of  the  Attorney  General  was  denied  by  Mr.  Wilkin-. 
It  is  a  coincidence  that  the  report  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  the  organ  of  the  di- 
affected  party,  substantially  ajrrees  witli  that  of  the  Reporter  from  which  I  (|iioti'. 
Mr.  Wilkius'  denial  was  otficially  accepted  by  the  laeutenaut  Govenior,  \\h<. 
liowever,  continued  to  hold  private  view.s  on  the  subject,  which  lie  connuiuiicatiil 
to  Sir  John  ilacdouald. 
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and  McLelan  to  the  Union  cause  had  robbed  the  agitation  of  its 
dangerous  character. 

Upon  his  return  from  Halifax  Sir  John  Macdonald 
addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  completing  the  good  work  that 
had  been  begun  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Howe.  An  interesting 
0  :ndence    between    the   two   leaders   took   place,*    that 

ihustrates  the  skill  with  which  Sir  John  gradually  brought  his 
^'reat  opponent  to  realize  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the 
course  he  urged,  and  depicts  the  process  of  thought  by  which 
Mr.  Howe  was  led  to  this  conclusion. 

The  details  of  the  readjustment  of  the  financial  relations 
kitween  the  Dominion  and  Nova  Scotia,  popularly  known  as 
the  "  Better  Terms,"  were  discussed  and  agreed  upon  in  a 
correspondence  which  took  place  during  this  period  between 
Mr.  Hose,  the  Finance  Minister  of  Canada,  and  Messrs.  Howe 
and  McLelan.t 

This  having  been  effected,  no  further  reason  for  delay 
exip  ',  and,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1869,  Joseph  Howe 
ei  the  Cabinet  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  as  President  of  the 

Tri'.^  Jouncil. 

*  See  Appendix  XVIII. 

t  See   Sessional  Pajxrs,   No.    9,   vol.   ii.,  18G9.     Tlio    "Butter  Turm.s"  were 
-anctioued  bv  Parliunieut  in  the  session  of  1809  (32  k  33  Vict.,  c.  2). 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 

THK   ACQUISITION   OF  THE   NORTII-AVEST. 

185V-1870. 

(iLANX'E  AT  I'AST  XECOTIATIOX.S — XATCIti:  OF  IIUDSOX's  HAY  C05[PANY"s 
CLAIM — ULl'KHl-'s  LAM)— KKI)  lUVEU  SKTTLKMEXT — ACUKEMENT  1(J1! 
TJtANSl'EK  AKIUVEI)  AT  WITH  COJIl'AXY— IIOX.  WILLIAII  MC'DOLdALL 
Ari'OIXTEI)  LIEUTEXAXT  (lOVEUXOK — HIS  AHOKTIVE  ATTEMPT  TO  EXTKIt 
THE  TEItlilTOUV— UEVOLT  OF  THE  HALF-HUEEDS— MISSIOX  OF  riSIKiP 
TACIlft— MUKOElt  OF  SCOIT — JIILITAItV  EXPEDITION'  TO  FOUT  GAKUV— 
MAXITOllA  ACT. 

The  framers  of  the  Act  uniting  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New 
Jirunswick,  in  making  provision  for  the  admittance  of  Ilupert's 
Land,  sliowed  themsehes  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that, 
adjacent  to  the  new  Dominion,  there  lay  a  vast  extent  of 
British  territory,  the  incorporation  of  which  was  essential  to 
the  completion  of  the  scheme  of  Confederation. 

The  acquisition  of  this  territory  had  long  been  contemplated 
by  Canada,  though  prior  to  18G7  the  question  could  scarcely  be 
said  to  have  advanced  beyond  che  contemplative  stage.  In 
1857,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Canadian  Government  sent  a  repre- 
sentative, in  the  person  of  Chief  Justice  Draper,  to  England  I'oi 
the  purpose  of  watching  the  inquiry  which  took  place  in  thai 
year,  before  a  committee  of  tlie  House  of  Commons,  into  the 
claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Xorth-Wost. 
That  committee,  wliicli  included  such  eminent  personages  as 
Lord  John  Eussell,  the  late  Lord  Derby,  and  ]\Ir,  Gladstone, 
reported  to  the  effect  that  terms  should  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  Company  and  tlie  Imperial  and  Canadian  Governments,  in 
order  that  the  territory  miglit  be  made  available  for  settle- 
ment. 
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Oil  the  22nd  of  January,  1858,*  the  Colonial  Minister 
addressed  a  despatch  to  the  Canadian  Government,  invitinj; 
their  consideration  of  certain  branches  of  this  important  subject, 
ii.^hiding  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  Canada  and 
the  Company's  possessions.  To  this  despatch  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  replied  by  an  address  f  to  Her  Majesty,  stating 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  only  mode  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory 
settlement  was  by  referring  the  questions  of  the  validity  of  the 
(.'onipany's  charter,  and  the  boundary  of  Canada  on  the  north 
and  west,  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  To 
ihis  proposition  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  not  agree. 
Subsequent  proposals  were  made  during  1858  and  1859  by  the 
Imperial  Government  to  the  Company  and  rejected.  For  some 
years  thereafter  matters  remained  in  abeyance. 

In  18G3-4  negotiations  for  ceding  to  the  Crown  the  territorial 
claims  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company  took  place  between  the 
Cdlonial  Minister  and  the  Company,  which  led  to  the  latter 
I'lfering  to  accept  one  million  sterling  as  full  payment  of  all 
their  territorial  and  trading  claims  east  of  the  Eocky  Mountains. 
The  Hon.  George  Brown,  nt  that  time  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada,  was  in  England,  commissioned  to  discuss  this 
(question.  He  pointed  out  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  un- 
reasonableness of  such  a  proposal,  at  the  same  time  advocating 
the  expediency  of  securing,  without  delay,  the  extinction  of  the 
(^omijany's  claims.  Mr.  Brown  further  contended  that  the  cost 
<if  abolishing  tliis  hugj  monopoly  should  not  fall  upon  the 
people  of  Canada,  who  had  neither  created  nor  recognized  it, 
and  added  that  the  Canadian  Government  would  be  jtrepared 
111  assume  the  duty  and  expense  of  opening  up  communication 
with  the  country,  and  establishing  a  form  of  Government  therein. 

In  18G5,  the  delegation  which  visited  Kngland  on  tlie  subject 
III'  Confederation,  again  brought  up  tlie  question  of  the  North- 
West  Territory,  and  urged  \;pon  Iler  ^Majesty's  Ministers  the 
desirableness  of  negotiating  with  tlie  Hudson's  r)ay  Com))any 
lor  its  acquisition  by  Canada.  In  both  these  instances  the 
I'Iforts  of  the  Canadian  Government  were  unattended  by  any 
liractical  result,  and  the   first   day  of  July,   18G7,    saw   the 

*  Seo  Appondix  No.  3,  Jonrnal/t,  /loxfo  o,  Assembln,  18')8. 
t  St'o  Jt/unid/s,  House  of  Asaeinhlj,  18')8,  jip.  10'J8-10'J9. 
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question  in  pretty  much  the  same  position  as  it  had  occupied 
twenty  years  before. 

It  may  perhaps  conduce  to  a  clearer  understanding  of  this 
subject  briefly  to  inquire  what  the  pretensions  of  the  Company 
really  were  in  respect  to  the  North-West,  and  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  country  to  which  they  laid  claim. 

The  whole  of  British  North  America  was  divided,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Company,  into  four  departments :  the  Westoni 
the  Northern,  the  Southern,  and  the  Montreal.  Speaking 
generally,  the  first-named  comprised  the  country  to-day  known 
as  British  Columbia;  the  Northern,  the  territory  lying  betwee 
the  Eocky  Mountains  and  the  90th  degree  of  west  longitude; 
the  Southern,  the  region  east  of  the  90th  degree,  and  north  of 
the  province  of  Canada,  which  latter  formed  the  IMontreal 
department.  The  Northern,  Southern,  and  AVestern  divisions 
wero  so  named  altogether  with  reference  to  the  geographical 
position  in  which  they  stood  to  Hudson's  Bay  itself.  At  mi 
time  were  they  all  claimed  by  the  Company,  which  contented 
itself  with  asserting  the  ownership  of  such  territory  only  ;is 
was  watered  by  streams  flowing  into  Hudson's  Bay.  In  the 
Northern  department  (with  which  we  are  specially  concerned) 
tlie  height  of  land  separating  the  waters  flowing  into  the  Arctic 
Ocean  from  those  falling  into  Hudson's  Bay  begins  at  INIount 
Hooker,  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Athabasca,  and  trends  north- 
eastward towards  the  Melville  Peninsula.  The  whole  extent 
of  country  lying  south  of  this  line,  and  as  far  as  the  United 
States  boundary,  and  east  to  the  90th  degree  of  longitude,  was 
styled  liupert's  Land,  over  which  the  Company  asserted  rights 
of  proprietorship,  exclusive  trade,  taxation,  and  government.* 

Towards  the  region  lying  to  the  north  and  west  of  liupert's 
Land,  indifferently  spoken  of  as  tl'O  North-West  Territory  and 
the  Indian  Territory,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  occupieil  ii 
different  relation.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Imperial  Act, 
1  and  2  Geo.  IV.,  c.  6G,  the  Company  was  granted  a  monopoly 
of  trade  v/ith  the  Indians  of  that  regi(m  for  twenty-one  years. 
This  licence  was  renewed  for  a  f'lrther  period  of  twenty-one 

*  In  order  to  nppreciato  tho  miignitmlo  of  this  cliiiin,  it  is  only  ncccisiiiy  to  liwir 
in  mind  tlint  tlio  waters  of  tlio  How  Iti't'r  wiiiuli  wusli  the  hnse  oi  the  Uockv 
Mouutiiins  How  ultimately  into  Hudson's  Kny. 
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years  by  a  Crowu  grant,  dated  30th  of  May,  1838.  After  its 
expiry,  in  1859,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  possessed  no 
exchisive  privileges  in  the  North-West  Territory,  nor  did  they 
assert  any.  Traders  were  free  to  come  and  go  as  they  chose, 
but  tlie  remoteness  of  tlie  country  and  the  difficulty  of  access 
rendered  this  whole  region  a  veritable  terra  incofjnita.  To 
Canada  it  was  practically  inaccessible,  and,  so  long  as  the 
Company's  claim  to  the  intervening  territory  held  good,  entirely 
useless. 

Beyond  the  fact  that  the  Canadian  courts  of  justice  v/ere 
invested  with  a  general  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  country  * — 
a  jurisdiction  which  was  very  rarely  exercised — the  North-West 
Territory  appears  to  have  been  entirely  ignored,  alike  by 
England  and  Canada.  "Without  law,  government,  or  admini- 
stration of  any  kind,  it  lay  far  beyond  the  reach  of  those 
civilizing  influences  to  which  it  is  only  now  beginning  to  respond. 

A  somewhat  Ijetter  condition  of  things  prevailed  in  Bupert's 
Land,  the  affairs  of  which  were  administered  by  the  chief  officer 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  styled  the  Governor,  assisted  by 
a  Council  of  sixteen  factors,  who  were  practically  nominated  by 
himself.  In  this  local  Governor  and  Council  was  vested  the 
executive  power,  derived  from  the  Governor  and  Company  in 
London.  Justice  was  administered  by  a  law  officer  of  tiie 
Company,  called  the  Becorder.t  as  nearly  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  England  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

Besides  these  divisions  of  the  North-West  Territory  and 
Piupcrt's  Land,  there  existed  a  third,  or  rather  a  subdivision  of 
the  second,  namely,  the  lied  Biver  Settlement,  which  was 
founded  by  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  in  1811,  on  lands  purchased 
from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  the  Company  subse- 
quently bought  back  from  Lord  Selkirk's  heirs.  The  Bed  River 
Settlement,  known  also  as  Assiniboia,  comprised  the  country 
lying  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  from  the  confluence  of  the 
Assiniboine  and  Bed  rivers — that  is  to  say,  tlie  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Winnipeg,  where  stood  Fort  Garry,  Tiiis  little 
settlement,  containing  about  ten  thousand  persons,  red,  white, 

•  By  the  Iniporiul  Arfcx,  43  Goo.  III.,  c.  138,  niul  1  &  2  fJno.  IV.,  c.  (i(i. 
t  Tliu  lU'ionlor  oxeri'i.Mod  juri^lictiou  ovor  all  niutteis,  livil  ami  crimiuul.     Tho 
Ciimt  of  Quuou's  llouch  of  Lower  Cauaila  had  coucurrciit  jurisdiction. 
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and  mixed,  was,  both  ecclesiastically  and  civilly,  the  centre 
of  Eupert's  Land.  Here  were  the  cathedral  churches  of  the 
Koman  Catholic  Bishop  of  St.  Boniface,  and  of  the  Anglican 
Bishop  of  Eupert's  Land.  Here  resided  the  Governor ;  for  this 
tiny  colony  was  blessed  with  Home  Eule,  possessing,  as  it  did, 
u  Governor  of  its  own,*  who  held  a  commission  direct  from  the 
Company  in  London,  assisted  by  a  local  Council,  which  was 
composed  of  ten  or  twelve  of  the  leading  residents,  also  nomi- 
nated by  the  Company.  Here,  too,  the  Eecorder,  or  judge,  held 
his  court,  and  here  the  criminals  of  the  district  were  confined. 

The  population  of  Eupert's  Land  was  made  up  of  Hudson's 
Bay  officials,  who  were  chiefly  Scotch,  the  descendants  of 
Lord  Selkirk's  hardy  co  .  panions,  and  half-breeds,  both  Scotch 
and  French — the  latter  a  simple,  ignorant  people,  who  chafed 
at  times  even  under  the  mild,  paternal  sway  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  viewed,  with  a  jealous  apprehension,  born 
of  complete  isolation  from  their  fellow-beings,  any  step  which 
tended  to  bring  them  into  communication  with  the  outside 
world. 

Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  in  the  North-West 
previous  to  Confederation.!  The  exclusive  claims  of  the  Com- 
pany in  regard  to  it  were  not  admitted  by  Canada,  which 
periodically  disputed  their  validity.  At  the  same  time,  the 
question,  viewed  simply  as  an  extension  of  our  borders,  had 
not  come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  practical  interest,  it  being 
very  generally  felt  that,  so  long  as  Upper  Canada  contained 
a  large  proportion  of  its  best  lands  available  for  settlement, 
any  acquisition  of  new  territory  was  not  immediately  desirable. 

Certain  far-reaching  minds,  however,  saw  in  the  question 
something  more  than  the  mere  multiplication  of  Canadian 
farms.  They  realized  the  importance  to  the  maintenance  of 
British  rule   on    this   continent,   of  the  route  to  the  Pacific 

*  This  officer  wag  distinct  from  the  Governor  of  Rupert's  Laud.  Sometimes, 
howeyer,  us  iu  tiio  case  of  Sir  Fraucis  Johuson,  tlio  lute  Ciiief  Justice  of  the  I'roviuw 
of  Quebec,  one  person  was  at  the  same  time  Governor  of  Assiniboia  and  Recorder  of 
Rupert's  Land. 

t  See  evidence  of  Sir  Georjjje  Simpson  before  a  select  committee  of  the  House  oi 
Commons,  Imp.  Por^ivnentary  Pajwrs,  Reports  from  Committees,  1867,  scss.  2. 
vol.  XV.  Also  800  '^tch  of  the  North-West  of  'America  by  Mpr.  Tache',  Ilislmii 
of  St.  Uonifnce,  1868 ;  also  Appendix  No.  17  to  Journals,  House  of  Assembly,  Canada. 
1867,  vol.  xv. 


18C5-C7.]    THE  ACQUISITION  OF  THE  NORTH-WEST.        43 


being  secured.     Thus   Sir   John   Macdonald,  writing  ou  the 
27th  of  March,  1865,*  says  : — 

"  We  have  carried  the  scheme  (Confederation)  through  botli 
Houses  by  majorities  of  about  3  to  1.  We  have  voted  a 
iiiiUion  of  dollars  for  permanent  defences,  and  we  send  a  mission 
to  England  to  '  take  stock '  of  the  situation,  to  ascertain  exactly 
where  we  are  in  our  relations  with  the  Home  Government,  and 
to  concert  measures  in  case  of  war,  which,  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  we  think  imminent.  Should  nothing  prevent,  the 
mission  will  sail  on  the  12th  April,  and  will  be  composed  of 
(Jartier,  Gait,  Brown,  and  myself    We  shall  have  every  oppor- 

I  tunity  of  talking  the  subject  of  the  North-West  over  with  you. 

I  My  own  opinions  are  unclianged.     If  Canada  is  to  remain  a 

I  country  separate  from  the  United  States,  it  is  of  great  import- 

I  auce  to  her  that  they  (the  United  States)  should  not  get  behind 

I  us  by  right  or  by  force,  and  intercept  the  route  to  the  Pacific." 
But  not  even  Sir  John  Macdonald  in  1865  realized  the 

lvalue  of  that  country  otherwise  than  as  a  highway  to  the 

j  Pacific,  for  he  continues : — 

"  But  in  any  other  point  of  view,  it  seems  to  me  that  that 

j  country  is  of  no  present  value  to  Canada.  We  have  unoccupied 
land  enough  to  absorb  the  immigration  for  many  years,  and 
the  opening  up  of  the  Saskatchewan  would  do  to  Canada  what 
the  prairie  lands  of  Illinois  are  doing  now — drain  away  our 
youtli  and  strength." 

Yet  mark  the  progressive  nature  of  his  mind.     Less  than 

I  three  years  after  he  had  penned  the  above  lines,  we  find  him 

i  writing  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Hudson's  Bay  question  must  soon  be  settled ;   the 

I  rapid  march  of  events  and  the  increase  of  population  on  this 

j  continent,  will  compel  England  and  Canada  to  come  to  some 
arrangement    respecting    that    immense    country.     We   shall 

I  ventilate  the  subject  during  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament, 
which  commences  on  the  6th  of  November,  and  shall  bo  able 

I  to  judge  what  the  feeling  of  Parliament  is."  f 

Ou  the  4th  of  December,  1867,  Mr.  McDougall  introduced  into 

*  To  J[r.  (uow  Sir)  E.  W.  Wntkin. 

t  From  Sir  John  Mucdonald  to  Mr.  Charlea  Bischoff,  duted  Ottawa,  Octobci' 

117,  1807. 
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the  House  of  Commons  a  series  of  resolutions,  upon  which  an 
address  to  the  Queen  was   subseiiuently  based,  praying  Her 
Majesty  to  unite  Rupert's  Land  and  the  North- Western  Terri- 
tory with  Canada.     In  the  course  of  the  debate  upon  these 
resolutions,  Sir  John  Macdonald  thus  addressed  the  House  :— 
"  It  is  imperative  to  find  a  broad  country  for  the  expansion 
of  our  adventurous  youth,  who  are  not  satisfied  to  look  here 
and  there  for  an  isolated  tract  fit  for  settlement.     It  has  con- 
sequently always  been  a  political  cry  in  Western  Canada  that 
this  country  must  be  obtained ;  no  sentimental  cry  either,  but 
one  eminently  practical — a  cry  expressive  both  of  principle 
and  interest.     If  this  country  is  to  remain  British,  it  is  only 
by  being  included  in  the  British  North  American  scheme ;  and, 
in  addition  to  the  necessity  which  we  recognize,  with  a  stronger 
power  in  our  front  and  flank,  of  extending  over  the  whole  of 
the  British  possessions  here,  the  just  and  beneficent  institutions 
of  Government  which  we  ourselves  enjoy,  we  are  also  swayed 
by  the  interested  object  of  finding  fresh  lands  for  the  outlet 
of  our  adolescent  population.     There  is  no  use  in  saying  that 
we  have  enough  land  already.    The  area  c^  the  first  thirteen 
states  was  sufficient  to  contain  the  population  of  the  entire 
Republic,  and  yet  the  tendency  of  the  people  has  been  ever 
and  continuously  westward.    There  the  reading  of  the  Scripture 
precept  has  been :  '  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 
and  the  way  he  goes  is  west.'     If  we  are  to  refrain  from  action 
now,  we  cannot  be  surprised  to  find  a  foreign  power  established 
to  the  west  of  us.     It  has  been  said  that  England  desires  tu 
gee  rid  of  us.    This  I  deny.     It  has  been  said  that  under  tbe 
influence  of  new  principles  of  universal  brotherhood,  the  old 
doctrines  of  love  of  country  and  nationality  are  becoming  old- 
fasliioned  and  effete ;    but   such  is  not  the  opinion  of  tin 
Government  of  England,  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  or  of 
the  people  of  England.    It  is  not  the  feeling  of  England  that 
her  dominions  are  too  largo  already ;  and  we  have  the  pledge 
of  England  that,  when  a  shot  is  fired  against  us,  we  shall  be 
defended  by  the  whole  might  of    her   Empire.    With  sudi 
assurances  what  have  we  to  fear  ?    If  the  country  was  offered 
to  us  free,  should  we  hesitate  to  obtain  the  extension  westward 
we  so  much  reqn're?    Should  we  be  deterred,  then,  by  this 
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Hudson's  Bay  bug-bear  of  a  claim  which,  if  well-founded, 
miflit  be  disposed  of  within  moderate  limits  ?  If  offered  to 
the  United  States — the  recent  purchasers  of  a  tract  of  ice 
adjoining — can  we  doubt  that  they  would  consent  to  pay  for 
it  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  debt  of  Canada  four  times 
over?  It  was  but  the  absorbing  interest  of  the  late  inter- 
necine war  that  prevented  the  country  from  having  been  over- 
run already." 

How  well  do  the  above  utterances  illustrate  the  leading 
thought  that  was  ever  present  in  Sir  John  Macdonald's  mind. 
True  it  is  that,  in  the  interval  between  1865  and  1867,  he  had 
come  to  see  that  the  speedy  colonization  of  the  North-West 
would  not  prove  an  injury,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  promote 
the  development  of  Canada.  Further  information  had  imparted 
new  light.  But,  in  1867,  his  paramount  idea  was  what  it  had 
lieen  in  1865 — the  idea  which  ran  through  all  his  public 
utterances,  whether  made  in  youth,  manhood,  or  old  age.  No 
matter  on  what  subject  he  spoke,  it  was  always  the  same  thing 
—the  maintenance  of  British  rule,  the  extension  of  the  British 
Empire,  the  advantages  of  British  connection.  To  fix  deep  the 
foundations  of  England's  dominion  upon  this  continent,  to 
cultivate  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  a  feeling  of 
oneness  with  the  motherland,  to  make  men  realize  that  they 
(lid  not  cease  to  be  Canadians  by  being  British  subjects — nay, 
that  tlie  only  way  in  which  they  could  continue  to  be  Canadians 
was  by  remaining  British  subjects, — these  were  the  objects  for 
which  Sir  John  Macdonald  unceasingly  strove. 

The  address  went  home,  and  was  duly  acknowledged  in 
the  sense  indicated  in  the  following  letter  from  Sir  John  to 
Mr.  Cartier  : —  • 


"[Confidential.] 

"  Ottawa,  Fel.runy  10,  18GH. 

"My  dear  Cartipir, 

"  I  send  you  a  note  that  I  received  on  Saturday  night 

iVom  Lord  Monck,  which  speaks  for  itself.     I  would  send  you 

j  the  Duke's  letter,  only  that  Lord  Monck,  as  you  see,  wants  it 

liack.    It  is  marked  '  private  and  confidential,'  and  states  that 

I  the  Hudson's  V>i.\y  resolutions  would  be  before  the  Cabinet  on 
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the  next  Tuesday,  the  letter  being  dated  the  23rd  Januarv, 
and  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  answer  during  the  week.  He 
says  it  is  well  that  Lord  Monck  should  know  that  the  legal 
investigation,  which  has  been  made  by  the  law  officers  of  tlit 
Colonial  Office  and  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  has  resultel 
in  so  decisive  a  conclusion  in  favour  of  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  it  will,  in  liij 
opinion,  be  found  impossible  to  vest  any  powers  in  Canaila 
over  the  Territory  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and. 
probably,  without  an  arrangement  with  the  Company.  He  goe* 
on  to  say  that  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  appears  to  him 
to  be  found  in  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  proposal  of  | 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  He  says  that  immediate  action  bv 
lis  is  required,  in  order  that  an  Act  may  be  introduced  into  the 
Imperial  Parliament  at  the  earliest  moment. 

"  Thus  you  see,  my  dear  Cartier,  we  are  exactly  at  ih 
point  we  started  from,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  question  i? 
.adding  to  our  Intercolonial  difficulties.  Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  arrange  with  Langevin  and  Chapais  to  be  here  bv 
the  18th,  if  possible  ?  .  .  . 

"  Yours  very  faithfully, 

"John  A.  Macdoxald. 

"  The  lion.  George  E.  Cartier." 


It  does  not  appear  that  all  Sir  John  Macdonald's  colleague; 
privately  shared  his  disappointment  at  this  check  to  the  pm- 
gress  of  the  negotiations.  Thus  Mr.  Cartier,  replying  to  tlit 
above  note,  writes : — 


"  Eespectinff  the  Hudson's  Bay  matter,  I  think  that  we  ought  not  to  k  i 
hasty  in  considering  it.  I  must  say  that  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  intiniatM; 
of  tlie  Duke  of  Buckingham  :  I  almost  expected  it.  You  must  recollect  tlmt. 
when  we  discussed  the  other  day  the  intercolonial  Ikilway  question,  I  statcl 
to  McDougall  that,  with  regard  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  question,  wc  might  1* 
called  upon,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  arrange  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Gompaiiy 
before  the  Imperial  Government  would  make  to  us  a  transfer  of  the  Nortli- 
West  Territory.  Now  it  is  evident  that  we  must,  at  the  outset,  face  tin' 
money  question,  and  I  think  that  we  ought  not  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry."* 

*  From  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Cartier  to  Sir  John  Jliicdouald,  diitod  Quebec,  FL'liruai; 
13,  18G8.  It  may  interest  those  who  arc  in  tlio  habit  of  saying  tliut,  after  tlio  ntfiiir 
of  the  honours  iu  18G7,  tlio  porsouid  reltitious  wliidi  hiul  exii<tud  between  >b'-^!i> 
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Mr.  Campbell  was    still    more    emphatic    in    advocating; 
delay  :— 

"  I  think  the  refusal  of  tlic  Colonial  Office  to  give  us  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Territory  is  the  best  tiling  that  could  have  happened  to  us.  I  yielded  my 
opinion  to  yours  at  the  time,  but  the  probabilities  of  difficulty  and  expense  in 
<'oveming  such  a  country  were  very  great,  and  it  seemed  to  me  unwise  to 
undertake  them  in  fidvance  of  our  being  able  to  deal  with  tlie  lands  and 
resources  of  the  country.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  a  course  adopted  which  will 
i)lace  before  the  country  the  amount  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory  is  to 
cost,  broadly  and  squarely,  and  witii  our  eyes  open.  We  can  then  decide 
whether  we  can  take  it  at  that  cost  or  not,  but  any  other  means  of  dealing 
with  the  subject  will,  I  think,  be  unsatisfactory. 

"  It  will  Ido  awkward  to  acknowledge  our  error  and  retrace  our  steps  :  but 
we  must  meet  that."  * 

A  few  weeks  later  the  official  reply  was  received  from  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham.f     By  it  the  Canadian  Government  was 
informed  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  given  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  validity  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
charter  could  not  be  successfully  disputed.     This  had  reference 
only  to  Eupert's   Land,  but  the   Colonial   Secretary  rightly 
surmised  that,  so  long  as  the  "  North- West  Territory  "  remained 
separated  from  the  Dominion  by  the  possessions  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  Canada  had  no  desire  to  assume  any  responsi- 
bility in  regard  to  it.     The  Duke  further  intimated  that  the 
transfer  of  Eupert's  Land  could  only  be  effected  by  arrangement 
with  the  Company,   under  the  authority   of  an  Act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  which  Act  was  subsequently  passed,  and 
received  her  Majesty's  assent  on  the  31st  of  July,  18684 

On  Sir  John  Macdonald's  return  from  Halifax,  he  imme- 
diately addressed  himself  to  this  question.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Cabinet,  held  on  the  17th  of  September,  it  was  decided  to 
send  a  delegation  to  England  to  negotiate  with  the  Hudson's 

MiK'diinald  and  Cnrtier  were  never  as  bot'ore,  to  kuow  tliat  this  letter,  written  a  few 
mimtlis  after  that  occasion,  contains  no  trace  of  any  intcrniption  of  their  old-time 
trieiulsliip.  It  is  addressed  to  "  My  dear  JFacdonahl ''  and  closes  in  tlio  ])lnasoolo;iy 
i:\viuiably  employed  by  Sir  George  Cartier  when  addressing  Sir  John,  "  Uclieve 
1110,  luy  dear  Macdoimld,  your  devotetl  friend  and  colleague,  George  Et.  Cm-tier." 

*  From  the  Hon.  A.  Campbell  to  Sir  Jidui  Macdouald,  dated  Kingston,  Febrnarv 
12,  18GS. 

t  Journals,  House  of  Commons,  1867,  pp.  367,  368. 

+  Imperial  Act,  31  &  32  Vict.,  c.  10.'). 
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Bay  Company,  through  the  medium  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, for  the  transfer  of  the  Territories.  On  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, Sir  John  thus  writes  to  his  colleague,  Mr.  Campbell  :-- 

"  I  got  your  telegram  stating  your  desire  to  go  to  England, 
and  we  had  the  matter  up  yesterday.  It  has  been  decided,  a? 
I  telegraphed  you  this  morning,  that  Cartier,  McDougall,  ami 
yourself  are  to  go.  Cartier  was  a  little  unwilling  that  I 
should  stay  behind,  and  there  are  a  good  many  reasons  why, 
perhaps,  he  is  right,  but  the  balance  of  convenience  is  in  favour 
of  my  staying,  I  ought  to  be  here  when  the  new  Governor 
arrives.  I  must  watch  the  expiring  efforts  of  Fenianism,  and 
I  ought  to  oe  here  in  order  to  aid  the  progress  of  the  Union 
cause  in  Nova  Scotia.  And,  besides  all  this,  I  see  that  it  will 
clearly  devolve  upon  me  to  get  up  anything  like  a  show  of 
legislation  for  next  session.  For  all  these  reasons,  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  to  stay.  It  is,  however,  arranged  that,  if  I  receive 
a  telegram  across  the  cable,  that  I  am  wanted  in  England,  I  am 
to  leave  at  once.     You  must  sail  by  the  7th  October." 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Campbell's  expressed  desire — nay,  in 
view  of  his  telegram,  I  think  one  might  say  of  his  anxiety— to 
form  one  of  this  delegation,  at  the  last  moment  he  declineil 
to  go,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  Sir  John,  who  told  him  that 
he  "had  never  been  so  angry  in  his  life."  This  action  on 
Mr.  Campbell's  part  had  nothing  to  do  with  questions  of  public 
policy  :  it  simply  suited  his  personal  convenience  to  change  his 
plans,  and  the  student  of  Canadian  politics  may  not  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  personal  convenience  was  ever  with  Sir 
Alexander  Campbell  a  potent  consideration  in  his  relations 
with  Sir  John  Macdonald. 

Sir  George  Cartier  (who  had  been  created  a  baronet  in 
August)  and  Mr.  McDougall  sailed  early  in  October.  Scarcely 
had  they  landed  in  England  when  Mr.  McDougall  was  attackeJ 
by  a  serious  illness,  which  incapacitated  him  from  attending  to 
business  for  some  weeks.  Soon  after  his  recovery,  and  before 
any  agreement  had  been  reached  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, the  Government  of  Mr.  Disraeli  went  out  of  office,  and 
Lord  Granville  succeeded  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  as  Colonial 
Secretary.  All  this  involved  delay.  After  mucli  negotiating 
an  arrangement  was  arrived  at,  under  which  the  Hudson's  Bay 
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Company  agreed,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ^300,000,  to 
surrender  all  their  interest  in  the  North-West  to  the  Crown, 
with  the  reservation  of  one-twentieth  of  the  fertile  belt,*  and 
45,000  acres  adjacent  to  the  trading  posts  of  the  company. 

While  in  England,  Sir  George  Cartier  was  in  constant  com- 
munication with  Sir  John  Macdonald,  to  whom  he  wrote  long 
and  interesting  letters  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  McDougall's  illness 
(which  at  one  time  threatened  to  be  fatal),  the  progress  of  the 
ne'^otiations,  and  the  general  topics  of  the  day.  Sir  George 
an    excellent  correspondent,   despite    the  fact  that  his 


was 


English  was  not  idiomatic  and  that  he  wrote  a  shocking  hand. 

The  arrangement  entered  into  by  Messrs.  Cartier  and 
McDougall  was  accepted  by  the  Canadian  Parliament  in  an 
address  passed  on  the  1st  of  June,  1869,t  wherein  Her  Majesty 
was  prayed  to  unite  Kupert's  Land  with  Canada,  on  the  terms 
therein  set  forth,  and  also  to  unite  the  North-West  Territory 
on  the  conditions  contained  in  the  address  that  was  passed 
(luring  the  previous  session. 

The  deed  of  surrender  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  Her  Majesty  is  dated  November  19,  1869.  It  was 
understood  that  the  formal  transfer  would  take  place  on  the 
1st  of  December  following.  In  anticipation  of  this  the  Canadian 
I'arhament  passed  an  Act,  which  was  assented  to  on  the  22nd 
of  June,  providing  for  the  temporary  government  of  Rupert's 
Land  and  the  North- West  Territories,  when  united  with  Canada. 
Under  the  authority  of  this  Act,  the  Hon.  William  McDougall 
was,  on  the  28th  of  September,  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  North-West  Territories,  and  the  same  day  left  Ottawa 
for  his  dreary  sovereignty.  What  followed  is  well  known. 
The  half-breeds  of  the  Eed  Eiver  district,  alarmed  at  the 
rumours  of  the  transfer  of  the  country  to  Canada,  and  fearful 
that  their  .aterests  would  be  sacrificed,  forcibly  prevented 
Mr.  McDougall's  entrance  into  the  Territory,  and,  under  the 
leadership  of  Louis  Eiel,  established  a  provisional  Government 

*  •'  For  the  purpose  of  the  last  article,  the  fertile  belt  is  to  be  bounded  as  follows  : 

"u  the  south  by  the  Uuitud  Stiites'  bouudary ;  on  the  west  by  the  Rocky  Mountains ; 

;  <m  the  north  by  the  northern  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan  Eiver ;  on  the  east  l)y 

Luke  Winnipeg,  the  Lake  of  the  "Woods,  aud  the  waters  connecting  them."    (i\xticlo 

6,  Dceil  of  Surrender.) 

t  See  Journals,  House  of  Commons,  18G9,  p.  1G9. 
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and  defied  the  authorities,  until  subdued  by  military  force.  I  d,, 
not  propose  to  examine  the  merits  of  the  controversy  whicli  Iniv 
raged  about  the  figure  of  Mr.  McUougall,  further  than  is  neces- 
sary to  show  Sir  John  Macdonald's  course  tliroughout  the 
affair. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  date  fixed  for  the  transfer. 
there  had  been  indications  of  the  approaching  change.  One 
party  of  Canadian  surveyors  was  engaged  in  building  a  waggon 
road  eastward  from  Fort  Garry  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Anotlier  party  was  employed  in  making  a  pathway  from  Lake 
Superior  westward  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  A  telegrapli 
line  was  in  course  of  erection,  and,  in  the  summer  of  1869,  the 
surveyors  of  the  department  of  Public  Works,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  McDougall,  began  to  organize  a  system  of  surveys  in 
the  North-West. 

While  Canada  was  thus  getting  ready  to  assume  her  respon- 
sibilities, it  does  not  appear  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
took  any  steps  to  prepare  the  settlers  for  the  change  of  govern- 
ment. Nor  did  they  give  any  hint  to  the  Dominion  authori- 
ties of  the  state  of  feeling  afterwards  known  to  have  prevailed 
at  the  time,  among  the  lialf-breeds  of  the  Red  IJiver.  I: 
seemed,  also,  as  though  circumstances  conspired  against  n 
peaceful  transfer  being  effected.  The  two  most  influential  men 
in  the  North- West  were  Governor  McTavish  and  Bishop  Tache. 
It  so  happened  that,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  McDougall's  visit,  tln^ 
Governor  was  prostrated  by  a  serious  illness,  while  the  Bishoi' 
was  far  away  in  Eome,  attending  the  Ecumenical  Council  then 
meeting  in  the  Eternal  City.  The  absence  of  the  one  and  tin 
Incapacity  of  the  other  were  the  more  unfortunate,  in  that 
the  subordinate  officials,  both  of  Church  and  of  State,  regardti 
the  change  with  anything  but  favour — the  Company's  official- 
because  it  meant  the  passing  out  of  their  control  of  a  countn  j 
in  which  they  had  come  to  be  considered  as  lords  paramoi; 
the  majority  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  because  they  were  Freu 
men,  owing  no  allegiance  to  Her  ^Injesty,  and  inspired  by  nu  | 
feeling  of  regard  for  Canada. 

The  ill-feeling  was  further  aggravated  by  the  inconsiderate- 1 
ness  shown  by  the  Canadian  surveying  parties  in  running  their 
lines  through  the  lands  of  the  half-breeds.    These  people  saw 
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in  the  proceeding  an  attempt  of  the  Canadian  Government  to 
deprive  tlienx  of  tlieir  property,  and  they  resented  it  accordingly. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  published  correspondence  that  Sir 
John  Macdonald  attributed  to  the  lack  of  conciliation,  tact,  and 
[tnidence  shown  by  Canadian  surveyors  during  the  summer  of 
1869,  much  of  the  trouble  which  afterwards  occurred.  At  the 
time,  however,  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  for  it  was  only  after  Mr. 
McDougall  liad  left  Ottawa  that  he  learned  that  Colonel  Dennis 
had  observed  this  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  half-breeds  in 
the  preceding  summer,  and  had  reported  it  to  his  chief,  who 
apparently  thought  so  little  of  the  circumstance  that  he  did 
not  even  mention  it  to  his  colleagues. 

During  the  winter  of  1869-70,  Sir  John  Macdonald  wrote 
lung  and  very  full  accounts  of  the  Red  lliver  difficulty  to  Sir 
John  Hose,  who,  a  short  time  before,  had  retired  from  the 
Dominion  Government,  to  become  a  member  in  the  firm  of 
Morton,  liose,  and  Co.  Mr.  Eose  was  at  that  time  a  financial 
af'ent  of  the  Government  of  Canada  in  London.  Between  him 
and  Sir  John  Macdonald  there  ever  existed  a  warm  and  sincere 
attachment,  which  is  reflected  in  their  letters.  By  means  of 
this  correspondence  one  is  enabled  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
Sir  Jolm  thought  and  did  in  relation  to  the  North- West  troubles, 
almost  from  day  to  day. 

Shortly  before  Mr.  McDougall's  appointment,  Mr.  Howe, 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Provinces,  proceeded  to  Fort  Garry, 
in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  new  Governor,  who  does 
not  seem  to  have  appreciated  the  endeavour,  for  he  afterwards 
charged  his  late  colleague  with  pursuing  a  very  different  course. 
While  at  Fort  Garry  Mr.  Howe  wrote  to  Sir  John  Macdonald 
a  letter  which  certainly  does  not  strengthen  Mr.  McDougall's 
snp'':iuu. 


"Winnipeg,  Fort  Garry,  October  16,  1869. 

"My  niuu  Sir  Jonx, 

"  I  have  heen  liere  a  week,  and  shall  leave  fo-  home  in  three  or  four 

ilays.    1  shall  probably  meet  '  ^cDougall  on  the  way,  and  will  give  him  the 

lencfit  of  ray  observations,    i i)r  many  reasons,  which  I  will  e-xplain  when 

I  we  meet,  my  visit  here  has  been  opportmie  and  useful.    Any  amount  of 

absurd  rumours  were  afloat  when  I  came,  and  a  good  deal  of  strong  prejudice 
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had  been  excited.     Some  fools  wanted  to  get  up  addresses,  and  have  mo 
speak  at  a  public  meeting. 

"  Tills  I  declined,  bu<^  by  frank  and  courteous  explanations  to  leading' 
men,  who  largely  represent  the  resident  population,  I  have  cleared  the  air  a 
good  deal,  and  I  have  done  ray  best  to  give  McDougall  a  fair  start.  All  wii; 
now  depend  on  his  tact,  temper,  and  discretion. 

"  Believe  me,  yours  ever, 

"  JosKi'ii  IIowi:." 

Mr.  McDougall  left  Ottawa  with  instructions  to  proceed  tn 
Tort  Garry,  and  make  all  preliminary  arrangements  for  tln' 
organization  of  the  government  of  the  North-Wer ,,  on  hrnrin'j 
of  *hc  truTisfer  of  the  country  to  Canada.  Until  officially  notified 
to  that  effect,  he  was  not  to  assume  the  functions  of  Lieutenant 
Governor,  but  was  to  act  in  every  respect  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual. When  the  news  of  his  check  reached  Ottawa,  Sir  Jolm 
]Macdonald  at  once  wrote  him,  counselling  patience,  prudenw, 
and  moderation,  as  follows : — 


"  [Private.] 

"  Ottawa,  November  20,  18Cn. 

"My  dear  McDougall, 

"I  have  yours  of  the  31st  ult.,  and  regret  that  yon 
have  had  some  little  opposition  in  the  commencement  of  yotir  | 
reign. 

"  Your  despatch  was  read  yesterday  in  Council,  with  all  it- 
accompanying  documents,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  tlu; 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  give  you  any  instructions.  Tli' 
circumstances  will  vary  from  day  to  day,  and  we  think  that  w 
had  better  leave  you  to  make  such  arrangements  as  you  thini;  I 
best,  having  every  confidence  in  your  prudence  and  tact. 

"  The  point  which  you  must  never  forget  is  that  you  are  now 
approacliing  a  foreign  country,  under  the  government  of  tli' 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  You  are  going  there  under  the  assiiiiip- 
tion  that  the  Company's  authorities  assent  to  your  eiiteiin,'| 
upon  their  territory,  and  will  protect  you  when  there.  Yon 
cannot  force  your  way  in.  The  case  is  precisely  as  if  a  Caim'Iian 
going  to  New  York,  woidd  find  that  he  would  be  o^jposod  ii: 
entering  Buflalo.  He  ought  not  to  attempt  to  force  his  wav 
past  them,  but  should  commr.nicate  with  the  United  State- 
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authorities,  leaving  them  to  clear  the  way  for  his  ingress,  and 
to  protect  him  while  within  their  bounds. 

"  It  occurs  to  me  that  you  should  ascertain,  from  Governor 
M  L'avish,  the  two  leading  half-breeds  in  the  Territory,  and 
inform  them  at  once  that  you  will  take  them  into  your  Council. 
This  man  lliel,  who  appears  to  be  the  moving  spirit,  is  a  clever 
fellow,  and  you  should  endeavour  to  retain  him  as  aa  officer  in 
your  future  police.  If  you  do  this  promptly,  it  will  be  a  most 
convincing  proof  that  you  are  not  going  to  leave  the  half-breeds 
out  of  the  law. 

"Our  Lower  Canadian  colleagues  are  intensely  disgusted  at 
the  action  of  the  French  priests,  as  described  by  you.  I  hope 
you  will  allow  no  impatience  at  their  factious  a.nd  irrational 
conduct  to  induce  you  to  hold  out  any  but  conciliatory  language 
to  them.  After  you  are  fairly  in  the  saddle,  if  they  attempt  to 
obstruct  your  administration,  you  can  act  summarily  with  them. 

"The  course  taken  by  Stoughton  Dennis  in  pressing  for 
strong  iuea^:ure3  to  be  taken  against  parties  interfering  with  hia 
surveys,  was  exceedingly  injudicious.  He  is  a  very  decent 
fellow,  and  a  good  surveyor  and  all  that,  but  he  has  got  no 
head,  and  is  exceedingly  fussy.  He  was  in  tho  country  simply 
on  sufferance,  in  anticipation  of  its  future  transfer  to  Canada : 
m  finding  any  serious  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  natives  or 
residents,  he  should  have  at  once  struck  work  and  i> waited  yovir 
arrival.  It  is,  of  course,  important  to  have  laud  surveyed  for 
settlement  as  early  as  possible,  but  that  is  a  secondary  con- 
sideration to  your  entrance  on  your  duties  with  the  general 
assent  and  support  of  the  people.  It  is,  iiowever,  difficult  at 
tliis  distance  to  give  you  anything  like  advice,  as,  long  ere  this 
reaches  you,  circumstances  may  have  altered,  so  1  can  only 
wish  you  well  through  with  it.  .  .  . 

"  Ijclieve  me,  my  dear  ^IcDougall, 
"  Yours  faithfully, 

"John  A.  Macdonald." 


And  again  (Xovember  23rd) : — 

"  1  hope  no  consideration  will  induce  you  to  leave  your 
jiDSt— that  is,  to  return  to  Cana-la  just  now.  Such  a  course 
would  cover  yourself  and  your  party  with  ridicule,  which  would 
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extend  to  the  whole  Dominion.  I  am  in  great  hopes  that,  by 
patience  and  kindliness,  you  may  be  able  to  subdue  the  present 
excitement." 

And  again  (November  27th) : — 

"You  speak  of  crossing  the  line  and  being  sworn  in  the 
moment  that  you  receive  official  notice  of  the  transfer  of  the 
Territory.  Now,  it  occurs  to  us  that  that  step  cannot  well  be 
taken.  You  ought  not  to  swear  that  you  will  perform  dutios 
that  you  are,  by  the  action  of  the  insurgents,  prevented  from 
performing.  By  assuming  the  government,  you  relieve  the 
Hudson's  Bay  authorities  from  all  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
As  things  stand,  they  are  responsible  for  the  peace  and  good 
government  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  held  to  that 
responsibility  until  they  are  in  a  position  to  give  peaceable 
possession.  A  proclamation,  such  as  you  suggest,  calling  upmi 
the  people,  in  your  capacity  as  Lieut.  Governor,  to  unite  to 
support  the  law,  and  calling  upon  the  insurgents  to  disperse, 
would  be  very  well  if  it  were  sure  to  be  obeyed.  If,  liowcver, 
it  were  disobeyed,  your  weakness  and  inability  to  enforce  thi 
authority  of  the  Dominion  Avould  be  painfully  exhibited,  not 
only  to  the  people  of  Bed  Biver,  but  to  the  people  and  Govoin- 
ment  of  the  United  States.  An  assumption  of  the  government 
l)y  you,  of  course,  puts  an  end  to  that  of  the  Hudson's  bay 
Company's  authorities,  and  Governor  McTavish  and  his  C'ouucil 
would  be  deprived  even  of  the  semblance  of  legal  right  tn 
interfere.  There  would  then  be,  if  you  were  not  admitted  into 
the  CO  mtry,  no  legal  government  existing,  and  anarchy  must 
follow.  In  such  a  case,  no  matter  how  the  anarchy  is  produced, 
it  is  quite  open  by  the  law  of  nations  for  the  inhabitants  to  form 
a  government  ex  necessitate  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property,  and  such  a  government  has  certain  sovereign  rights 
by  the  jus  (jcntiuni,  which  might  be  very  convenient  fur  the 
United  States,  but  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  you.  The 
temptation  to  an  acknowledgment  of  such  a  government  by  the 
United  States  would  be  very  great,  and  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
risked.  We  have  formally  notified  the  Colonial  Office  by  cable 
of  the  situation  of  aOUirs,  and  stated  the  helplessness  mid 
inaction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  authorities.  We  have  thrown  the 
responsibility  on   the    Imi)erial   Government,  and   thov  will 
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doubtless  urge  the  Hudson's  Bay  people  \y  cable  to  take  active 
and  vigorous  steps.  Meanwhile,  jour  course  lias  been  alto- 
•_'etlicr  right.  Uy  staying  at  Pembina  you  will  be  at  an  easy 
distance  from  the  territory,  and  can,  it  is  hoped,  open  com- 
munication, singly  or  otherwise,  wicli  the  insurgent  leaders." 

Di^cember  8th  :  "As  to  yourself  and  your  position,  you  will 
tind  that  you  will  be  fully  sustained  here.  Meanwhile,  let  mo 
jiress  upon  you  to  remember  the  famous  axiom  of  William  Pitt, 
that  the  iirst,  second,  and  third  requisites  for  a  statesman  are 
patience.  Do  not  let  yourself,  by  any  feeling  of  impatience  or 
irritation,  however  natural  it  may  be,  show  that  you  have  any 
<listrust  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  autliorities.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  good  faith  of  the  Company  in  England,  and  of  Governor 
^IcTavish,  but  have  little  doubt  that  you  are  correct  in  the 
idea  tliat  the  subordinate  otlicials  dislike  excessively  being  set 
aside  by  new  comers.  That  feeling  is  a  natural  one,  and  is  to 
be  removed  l)y  kindness  and  confidence,  and  not  by  any  appear- 
ance of  suspicion  or  reserve.  The  IMontreal  Ikrahl  and  the 
Glohc  have  got  correspondents  in  Fort  Garry,  and  they  both 
seem  to  write  very  fairly.  The  St.  Paul  Frraii  also,  edited  l)y 
Mr.  Whelock,  from  Nova  Scotia  seems  to  report  fairly.  I'hey 
all  unite  in  stating  that  the  oi  )jo  mali  was  the  exceedingly 
indiscreet  and  oflensive  airs  put  on  by  Snow  and  Mair.  You 
nuist  bridle  those  gentlemen,  or  they  will  be  a  continual  source 
of  disquiet  to  you." 

On  receipt  of  the  intelligence  from  Bed  Jiiver,  Sir  John 
Macdonald  at  once  caused  Lord  Granvillo  to  be  inlormed,  by 
telegraph,  of  what  had  taken  place,  and  advised  make  no 
immediate  change  in  the  governing  power  of  the  Jsorth-West. 
lie  pointed  out  that,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Territory  by  the 
Oompany  to  the  Queen,  the  responsibility  for  the  peace  of  the 
Xortli-Wost  would  devolve  u])on  the  Imperial  authorities,  and 
not  upon  the  Government  of  (.'anada,  which  abs(dutely  declined 
to  accei)t  the  transfer  in  the  then  disturbed  state  of  the  country. 
At  the  same  tinu).  Sir  .lohn  tidegraphed  Mr.  Bose,  instructing 
liim  not  to  pay  over  the  purchase  money  until  the  Company 
were  prepared  to  give  peaceable  possession. 

Tliis  attitude  of  the  Canadian  Government  was  far  from 
;i','reenble  to  the  Hudson's  liay  Company,  which  pressed  for  the 
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acceptance,  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  of  the  surrender  on 
the  1st  of  December,  the  date  originally  iixed.     The  Colonial 
Office  was  equally  desirous  to  accept  it,  and  turn  over  to  Canada 
the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  the  difficulties.    This  Sir  Jolm 
was  determine '  should  not  be  done.     "I  cannof.  understand," 
he  writes  to  Mr.   Eose  (Deoaml)er   5th),  "the  desire  of  tlie 
Colonial  Office,  or  of  the  Company,  to  saddle  the  responsibility 
of  the  government  on  Canada  just  now.     It  would  so  completely 
throw  the  game  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents  and  the  Yankee 
wire-pullers,  who  are  to  some  extent  influencing  and  directing 
the  movement  from  St.  Paul,  that  we  cannot  foresee  the  conse- 
quences.    On  the  other  hand,  the  delay  leaves  McTavish  in 
power,  and  all  his  subordinate  officials,  with  full  authority  to 
keep  peace  in  the   country  and  prevent    matters   going   ti) 
extremities."     And  to  Mr.  McDougall  (December  12th):  "My 
])revious  letter  will  have  told  you  our  action  in  England.    I; 
has  stirred  up  the  Hudson's    Jiay  Company,  and  they  liaw 
doubtless  sent,  and  will  continue  to  send,  urgent  messages  tn 
everybody  under  their  influence  to  act  energetically  in  puttiii'.' 
an  end  to  this  state  of  anarchy.     From  Hose's  letters,  it  is 
obvious  that  both  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Company  would 
like  to  throw  the  whole  responsibility  on  Canada,  and,  if  ve 
once  accepted  it,  they  would  leave  us  to  get  out  of  the  trouble 
tlie  best  way  we  could,     liy  our  positively  declining  to  do  so, 
and  insisting  upon  getting  peaceable  possession,  we  sliall,  I  liavf 
no  doubt,  secure  the  active  co-operation  of  both  ;  and  if  it  ]»' 
necessary,  in  the  spring,  to  send  a  force  by  Fort  William,  i; 
will  be,  I  have  little  doubt,  a  combined  force  of  regulars  am, 
volunteers." 

To  the  remonstrances  of  the  Imperial  (lovernment  agaiii>i 
delay.  Sir  John  Macdonald  replied,  that  while  Canada's  desire 
to  possess  the  North-West  had  in  no  way  abated,  it  was  nevn 
contemplated  that  the  transfer  was  to  be  a  mere  interchange  ut 
instruments.  The  Company,  he  submitted,  stood  pledged  t^' 
convey,  not  only  their  title,  but  the  Territory  itself.  That  there 
would  bo  an  armed  resistance  was  totally  unexpected,  at  any 
rate  by  the  (Janadian  Government.  In  regard  to  the  difficulty 
which  had  arisen,  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  Company 
could  not  bo  ac(iuitted  of  blame.     They  liad  an  old  and  fully 


he  never  in 
existing,  nor 
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organized  Government,  to  which  the  people  appeared  to  render 
ready  obedience.  Their  Governor  was  advised  by  a  Council,  in 
wliich  some  of  the  principal  residents  of  the  settlement  had 
seats.  They  had  every  means  of  information  as  to  the  state  of 
feeling  existing  in  the  country.  They  knew,  or  ought  to  have 
known,  the  light  in  which  the  proposed  negotiations  were 
viewed  by  the  people  under  their  rule.  If  they  were  aware  of 
the  feeling  of  discontent,  they  ought  to  have  apprised  the 
Imperial  and  Canadian  Governments  of  its  existence.  If  they 
were  not  aware  of  the  disaffection,  the  responsibility  for  such 
wilful  blindness,  on  the  part  of  their  officers,  should  rest  with 
them.  For  more  than  a  year  before  the  outbreak  negotiations 
had  been  in  progress,  and  it  was,  Sir  John  maintained,  the  duty 
of  the  Company  to  have  prepared  the  people  under  their  rule 
for  the  change,  to  have  explained  the  precautions  taken  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  have  removed  any 
misapprehension  that  might  have  existed  among  them.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  steps  were  taken  in  that  direction.  The 
people  were  suffered  to  remain  in  the  belief  that  they  had  been 
sold  to  Canada,  with  an  utter  disregard  of  their  rights.  When 
Governor  McTavish  visited  Canada  in  June,  18G9,  he  was  in 
frequent  communication  with  the  Dominion  Government;  yet 
he  never  intimated  that  there  was  a  suspicion  of  discontent 
existing,  nor  did  he  make  any  suggestions  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  effecting  the  transfer  witli  the  assent  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  Lord  Granville,  that 
throughout  the  negotiations,  it  had  never  been  hinted  that  the 
Company  were  to  be  bound  to  hand  over  the  Territory  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity,  Sir  John  observed,  that  the  reason  why  no 
express  stipulation  to  that  effect  was  made  was  that  it  had  been 
assumed  by  all  parties  that  the  Company  had  both  the  right 
and  the  power  to  hand  over  the  Territory.  It  wf.s'  in  a  state  of 
tranquillity,  and  no  suggestion  had  been  made  of  the  possibility 
of  sucli  tranquillity  being  disturbed.  He  added  that  the 
resistance  did  not  come  from  outsiders,  but  from  those  born  and 
lired  under  the  Company's  rule;  and  concluded  by  reiterating 
his  view  that  the  wisest  course  was  to  continue  the  autliority  of 
the  Company,  while  steps  were  being  taken  to  reconcile  the 
people  to  the  change. 
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"  Any  hasty  attempt  by  the  Canadian  Government  to  force 
their  rule  upon  the  insurgents  would  probably  result  in  armed 
resistance  and  bloodshed.  Every  other  course  should  be  tried 
before  resort  is  had  to  force.  If  life  were  once  lost  in  an 
encounter  between  a  Canadian  force  and  the  inhabitants,  the 
seeds  of  hostility  to  Canada  and  Canadian  rule  would  be  sown, 
and  might  produce  an  ineradicable  hatred  to  the  union  of  the 
countries,  and  thus  mar  the  future  prosperity  of  British 
America.  If  anything  like  hostilities  should  commence,  the 
temptation  to  the  wild  Indian  tribes,  and  to  the  restless 
adventurers  who  abound  in  the  United  States  (many  of  them 
with  military  ex')3rience  gained  in  the  late  civil  war),  to  join 
the  insurgents  \v  ould  b^  almost  irresistible.  Alrea*  v  it  is  said 
that  the  Fenian  organ',i:dtion  Icoks  upon  this  rising  is  another 
means  of  exhibiting  its  hatreu  to  England.  No  one  an  foresee 
the  end  of  the  complications  that  might  thus  be  occasioned, 
not  only  as  between  Canada  and  the  North-West,  but  between 
the  United  States  and  England.  From  a  sincere  conviction 
of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  not  from  any  desire  to 
repudiate  or  postpone  the  performance  of  any  of  their  engage- 
ments, the  Canadian  Government  have  urged  a  temporary  delay 
of  the  transfer.  This  is  not  a  question  of  money — it  may  be 
one  of  peace  or  war.  It  is  one  in  which  the  present  and  future 
prosperity  of  the  British  possessions  in  North  America  is 
involved,  which  prosperity  hasty  action  might  permanently 
prejudice.  Even  were  the  £300,000  paid  over,  the  impolicy 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  only  constituted  autliority  existinn 
in  the  country,  and  compelling  Canada  to  assert  her  title  by 
force,  would  remain.  It  is  better  to  have  a  semblance  of  a 
government  in  the  country  than  none  at  all.  While  the  issue 
of  a  proclamation  would  put  an  end  to  the  government  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  would  not  substitute  the  govern- 
ment by  Canada  therefor.  Such  a  government  is  physically 
impossible  until  the  armed  resistance  is  ended,  and  thus  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  confusion  would  ensue,  and  a  legal  status 
might  be  given  to  an}  government  de  facto  formed  by  the 
inhabitants  for  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property."  * 

A  fortnight  after  the  above  was  written  news  roachcil 
*  Extract  from  Jliiuito  of  Council,  Dccpnil)or  IGtli,  1869. 
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Ottawa  that  Mr.  McDougall  had,  on  tlie  1st  of  December, 
assumed  the  functions  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  had 
attempted  to  effecL  an  entrance  into  his  Government  by  a 
coup  dc  main.  Sir  John  Macdonald  has  left  on  record  his 
opinion  of  this  course,  and  of  the  conse([Uences  which  it 
entailed,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Rose  :  — 


"  [Private.] 

'•  Ottawa,  December  31,  18G9. 

"Mv  DEAU  Rose, 

"  I  have  yours  of  the  13th.  McDougall  has  made  a 
most  inglorious  fiasco  at  Eed  River.  When  he  left  here  he 
fully  understood  that  he  was  to  go  as  a  private  individual  to 
report  on  the  state  of  affairs  at  Eed  River,  but  to  assume  no 
authority  until  officially  notified  from  here  that  Rupert's  Land 
was  united  to  Canada.  He  wrote  to  that  effect  to  CJovernor 
McTavish  inmiediately  on  his  arrival  at  Pembina,  stating  that 
he  would  take  no  action  nntil  officially  notified. 

"  Notwithstanding  this,  from  mere  impatience  at  his 
uncomfortable  position  at  Pembina,  and  l)efore  he  could  pos- 
sibly have  received  instructions  in  answer  to  his  report  of 
being  stopped  on  the  way,  he  chose  to  assume  that,  on  the 
1st  of  December,  the  surrender  was  made  by  the  Company  and 
the  Order  in  '^'ouncil  passed  by  the  (L)ueen,  and  that  the  Order 
in  Council  was  to  appoint  the  day  of  its  issue  as  the  day  of 
the  Union.  He  issued  a  proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  the  new  province,  formally  adding  it  to  the  Dominion.  He 
then  e'ltered  into  a  series  of  inglorious  intrigues,  particulars 
<if  which  i  do  not  yet  know,  with  the  Swamp  Indians  near 
lied  Piiver,  and  with  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Portage  la  Prairie, 
and  sent  the  iri'^pressiblo  Stoughton  Dennis,  in  his  capacity 
of  '  Conservator  ol  the  Peace,*  as  ho  dubbed  him,  to  surprise 
the  Stone  Fort.  Dennis  took  possession  of  the  fort,  and  held 
it  for  a  little  while,  and  then,  as  I  understand  it,  after  having 
first  summoned  all  the  loyal  residents  to  join  him,  published 
;i  proclamation  declaring  the  inexpediency  of  their  organizing 
themselves  on  the  rumour  that  Riel  was  going  to  send  a 
'leputation  to  treat  with  McDougall.  "What  has  become  of 
Dennis  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  said  that  he  has  abandoned 
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the  Stone  Fort,  and  is  lurking  somewhere.  All  these  move- 
ments aroused  Iliel,  who  collected  his  forces,  and  has  a  large 
band  at  Fort  Garry,  estimated  variously  at  from  300  to  7uO 
men. 

"  By  the  way,  I  forgot  to  mention  that  Col.  Dennis,  while 
at  Fort  Garry,  consulted  tlie  Recorder,  Black,  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  declaring  martial  law.  Did  you  ever  hear  such 
frenzy  ? 

"  Kiel,  in  order  to  starve  McDougall  out,  took  possession 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  post,  two  miles  from  Pembina,  and 
McDougall  thereupon  retreated  to  St.  I*aul,  where  I  understand 
he  will  be  to-day. 

"  All  this  has  been  done  in  the  direct  teeth  of  instructions, 
and  he  has  ingeniously  contrived  to  humiliate  himself  and 
Canada,  to  arouse  the  hopes  and  pretensions  of  the  insurgents, 
and  to  leave  them  in  undisputed  possession  until  next  spriui:, 
He  has,  in  fact,  done  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  succes^ 
of  our  emissaries,  who  were  to  arrive  at  Pembina  on  Xma^ 
Day,  and  who  would,  I  think,  if  things  had  been  kept  quiet, 
have  been  able  to  reconcile  matters  without  any  difficulty. 
As  it  is  now,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  that  they  will  be  allowed 
access  to  the  Territory  or  intercourse  with  the  insurgents. 

"  If  my  fears  should  be  realized,  the  only  thing  left  is  the 
preparation  of  an  expedition  in  the  spring,  via  Thunder  Bay, 
All  this  I  tell  you,  of  course,  in  confidence. 

"McDougall  has  weakened  our  case  enormously  with  the 
Imperial  Government,  but  wc  must  put  tlie  best  face  possiblv 
on  matters.  We  have  undoubted  information  that  the  insur- 
gents liave  been  in  communication  with  the  Fenian  body  in 
New  York,  and  letters  have  been  interchanged.  O'Donoghui, 
the  young  priest,  has  thrown  off  the  ecclesiastical  garb,  and 
avowed  himself  a  Fenian.  The  governing  body  at  New  York 
will  send  neither  men  nor  money,  but  have  been  most  liberal 
with  promises.  They  have,  I  believe,  sent  an  agent  to  stir 
them  up.  It  is  said  that  General  Spear,  one  of  the  U.S, 
Generals  of  the  last  war,  and  wliom  you  may  remember  to 
have  been  in  command  at  St.  Albans  in  'GC,  is  the  man  wh' 
has  gone. 

"  By  the  middle  of  January  wc  may  expect  to  hear  from 
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Donald  Smith,  the  Hudson's  Bay  man,  and  from  Mr.  Thibault ; 
but,  as  I  fear  they  will  be  unsuccessful,  we  must  at  once  address 
ourselves  to  preparations  for  the  spring.  In  this  view,  we 
must  know  what  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  do,  and  most 
likely  we  shall  next  week  address  a  despatch  to  Lord  Granville 
on  the  subject.  Our  Council  will  re-assemble  on  Monday,  the 
3rd  of  January,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  result  of 
our  deliberations  off  by  the  first  Allan  steamer  afterwards. 
Campbell  has  arrived,  and  is  looking  well,  although  using  his 
crutch.  His  mem.  on  postal  matters,  which,  I  take  it,  was 
drawn  by  you,  is  a  capital  paper,  and  I  should  think  ought  to 
bear  good  fruit.  Personally,  I  see  no  objection  to  your  being  on 
the  Montreal  Bank  London  committee.  I  shall  bring  it  up 
in  Council  to-day,  and  telegraph  you  the  result  this  afternoon. 

"  Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

"John  A.  Macdonald. 

"The  Hon.  J.  Rose,  &c.,  &c." 


The  "  emissaries  "  referred  to  by  Sir  John  Macdonald  were 
the  Very  Eeverend  Mr.  Thibault,  Colonel  Charles  de  Salaberry, 
and  Mr.  (now  Sir)  Donald  A.  Smith,  who  had  been  sent  up 
liy  tlie  Dominion  authorities  to  endeavour  to  bring  the  insur- 
gents to  reason,  Mr.  Thibault  had  spent  thirty-seven  years 
in  missionary  work  in  the  lied  Iliver  district,  and  knew 
intimately  every  one  of  the  leade  s  among  the  half-breeds. 
Colonel  de  Salaberry  was,  as  his  designation  imports,  a  military 
man.  He  was  also  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
families  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  his  father  having  been  the 
hero  of  Chateauguay.  Mr.  Smith  was  an  officer  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  ostensibly  going  as  such,  though  provided  witli 
a  commission  from  the  Canadian  Government,  to  be  used  if 
occasion  required.  His  special  mission  was  to  endeavour  to 
hring  about  the  dispersion  of  the  half-breeds,  and  the  dissolu- 
tion of  their  committee.  Dr.  Tupper  also  paid  a  visit  to  the 
lied  lUver  at  this  time,  and  had  a  conference  with  certain  of 
the  disaffected  leaders.*     The  vicissitudes  experienced  by  all 

*  "  Dr.  Tupper  went  up  to  hr'mg  back  hia  daughter,  Mrs.  Camcrou,  and  got  iuto 
Flirt  Garry.  He  was  iu  the  couutry  tor  about  two  days,  and  did  more  good  than  auy 
"lie  else  who  bas  bitberto  gone  there."  (From  Sir  John  Macdouakl  to  the  lion. 
Julin  Hose,  dated  Ottawa,  January  21,  1870.) 
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these  gentlemen  are  duly  recorded.  Suffice  it  to  say  heri 
that  their  efforts  at  conciliation  proved  unavailing,  and,  as 
a  dernier  ressort,  Bishop  Taclie  was  summoned  from  Rome  to 
act  the  part  of  peacemaker.  The  Bishop  had  spent  the  best 
years  of  his  life  in  the  North-West,  and,  by  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  the  half-breeds,  had  gained  an  almost  unboundei] 
influence  over  those  people.  Promptly  he  responded  to  the 
call,  and  set  out  for  Ottawa,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9  th  of 
February.  A  week  later,  he  left  for  the  seat  of  the  disaffec- 
tion, bearing  with  him  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Prime 
Minister.*  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  results  the  Bishop  migli: 
have  been  able  to  accomplish,  had  he  arrived  earlier  on  the 
scene.  Unhappily,  five  days  before  he  reached  Fort  Garry,  the 
murder  of  Thomas  Scott  made  it  clear  to  all  men  that  the  time 
for  conciliation  was  over,  and  that  stronger  measures  were 
imperatively  called  for. 

Before,  however,  the  news  of  the  ghastly  scene,  enacted  a: 
Fort  Garry  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  March,  had  reacliej 
Ottawa,  Sir  John  IMacdonald  had  pretty  well  made  up  lii< 
mind  that  order  could  be  restored  in  the  Territory  only  h\ 
military  force. 

Thus,  on  the  lltli  of  March,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Rose  : — 
"The  propositions  adopted  at  the  Red  River  conference 
are,  most  of  them,  reasonable  enough,  and  can  easily  be 
disposed  of  with  their  delegates.  Things  look  well  enougli. 
were  we  only  assured  of  Riel's  good  faith.  But  the  unpleasant 
suspicion  remains  that  he  is  only  wasting  time  by  sending 
this  delegation,  until  the  approach  of  summer  enables  him  to 
get  material  support  from  the  United  States.  It  is  believeu 
by  many  that  he  is  in  the  pay  of  the  U.S.  We  may  settle 
upon  the  terms  of  the  constitution  to  be  granted  to  the  North- 
West  witli  the  delegates,  when  they  arrive  here,  and  pass  an 
Act  for  the  purpose,  but  that  will  not  prevent  Riel  from 
refusing  to  ratify  the  arrangement,  if  he  pleases.  Meanwliile, 
he  is  in  possession  of  the  country,  and  is  consolidating  hi« 
Government.      The    foolish    and    criminal    attempt   of  — • 

and  ■  to  renew   the   fight   has   added   greatly   to    Piiel'* 

strength.    He  has  put  down  two  distinct  attempts  to  upset  his 

*  See  Appemlix  XIX. 
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Government,  and  American  sympathisers  will  begin  to  argue 
that  his  Government  has  acquired  a  legal  status,  and  he  will 
Ije  readily  persuaded  of  that  fact  himself.  Besides,  the  longer 
he  remains  in  power,  the  more  unwilling  will  he  be  to  resign 
it,  and  I  have,  therefore,  no  great  confidence  in  his  ratifying 
;iiiv  arrangements  made  here  with  the  delegates.  Under  these 
ciroumstances  the  preparations  for  the  expeditionary  force 
must  not  be  didayed.  We  shall  receive  the  delegation  with 
all  kindness,  and,  I  think,  beyond  a  doubt,  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  them ;  but  we  shall,  at  the  same  time,  prepare  for 
the  expedition  to  leave  by  the  end  of  April  or  beginning 
of  May." 

The  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  with  tlie  Imperial 
Govfirnment,  respecting  this  expedition,  was  attended  with  a 
good  deal  of  difliculty.  Lord  Ciranville,  while  agreeing  to 
.send  troops  on  condition  that  Canada  first  accepted  the  transfer, 
laid  down  in  Sir  Clinton  Murdoch's  instructions  that  the 
military  were  not  to  be  employed  to  force  the  people  to  unite 
with  Canada — in  other  words,  writes  Sir  John  to  the  Governor 
General,  "  They  are  to  be  of  no  use.  If  we  accept  the  country 
we  are  committed  to  its  conquest,  and  must  go  on ;  we  cannot 
return  the  country  to  Her  Majesty  or  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  Again,  why  should  we  be  called  upon  to  pay  for 
troops  that  may  be  ordered  not  to  act  when  they  get  into  Fort 
Garry?"* 

Eventually  an  arrangement  was  arrived  at  between  the 
two  Governments,  and,  in  May,  a  combined  force  of  regulars 
and  Canadian  militia,  under  tlie  command  of  Colonel  (now  Lord) 
Wolseley,  advanced  on  their  bloodless  mission  to  Fort  Garry, 
liiel  and  his  followers  decamping  on  the  first  sound  of  the 
bui^les,  which  told  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  lied  Hiver  that  the 
loug-looked-for  succour  was  at  hand. 

On  the  2nd  of  May,  Sir  John  Macdonald  introduced  a 
lUU  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment and  government  of  the  province  of  ]\Ianitoba.  On  the 
3rd,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Canadian  Government  in  London 
were  instructed  to  pay  over  the  purchase  money.     On  the  20th, 

*  From  Sir  John  Macdonnld  to  Ilis  Excellency,  Sir  John  Youufy,  dated  Ottawa, 
Sumlay,  April  10  (1870). 
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the  Hon.  A.  G.  Archibald,  wlio,  in  1860,  had  been  re-elected 
to  Parliament  for  Colchester,  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  newly  erected  province,  and,  on  the  23rd  of  June,  an 
order  of  the  Queen  in  Council  formally  transferred  Eupert's 
Land  and  the  North- West  Territories  to  the  DominioQ  oi 
Canada. 

The  selection  of  a  Lieutenant  Governor  was  a  matter  of 
some  concern.  One  error  of  judgment  had  been  committeJ 
in  this  rogard :  another  might  be  fatal.  On  his  return  u 
Ottawa  in  the  preceding  January,  Mr.  McDougall  had  tendered 
the  resignation  of  his  office  whicli  the  Prime  Minister  thought 
it  well  to  accept.  Before  all  hope  of  a  peaceable  solution  of 
the  difficulty  had  died  away,  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  som: 
idea  of  appointing  Governor  McTavish  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  A  little  later,  Mr.  Donald  A.  Smith's  name 
occurred  to  him  as  a  fit  man.  Subsequently,  Colonel  Wolselev 
intimated  his  willingness  to  accept  the  position,  but  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  military  Governor  was  not  considered  expedient, 
Finally,  the  Premier's  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  Archibald. 

Sir  John's  speech  in  introducing  the  Manitoba  Bill  wi« 
heard  by  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  who  thus  describes  his 
impressions : — 

"  After  lunclioon,  I  went  up  to  tlie  House  of  Commons,  and  was  just  in 
time  to  hear  Sir  J.  Macdonald's  speech,  introducing  tlie  North-West  Bill 
He  seemed  feeble  and  loolied  ill,  but  spoke  with  great  skill.  He  makes  no 
pretensions  to  oratory,  but  is  clear  and  dexterous  in  statement,  and  gave  ve^ 
ingenious  turns  to  his  difficult  points."  * 

Sir  Stafford  Northcote  had  arrived  just  in  time.  Before 
the  sound  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  voice  was  heard  again 
within  the  walls  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  many  montlis 
were  to  elapse,  and  when  he  next  addressed  the  House  of 
Commons  it  was  on  a  subject  with  which  the  future  Earl 
of  Iddesleigh  had  much  to  do. 

*  Lang's  "Life  of  tlie  Earl  of  Iddesleigh,"  vol.  i.  p.  331. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

1867-1871. 

RF-COSSTnCCrrOX  of  TIIK  cabinet — return-  of  sir  FRAXCIS  IIIKCKS — SIR 
ALKXANDER  GAI/r  GOKS  INTO  OPPOSITION — BILIi  FOR  TIIK  ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT — CHARACTER  OF  SIR  JOHN  MACDONALD's 
APPOIXTMEXTS  TO  THE  BENCH — OFFER  OP  THE  CHANCELLORSHIP  OF 
ONTARIO  TO  MR.  EDWARD  BLAKE — CONDITION  OF  SIR  JOHN  MACDONALd's 
PRIVATE  AFFAIRS—  HIS  ILLNESS — TRADE  AND  FISHERY  RELATIONS  WITH 
TIIK   UNITED   STATES— APPOINTMENT   OF   A   JOINT   HIGH   COMMISSION. 

i  The  Cabinet  formed  on  the  1st  of  July,  1867,  although  constructed 
hvitli  exceptional  care,  was  destined,  through  the  oi^eratiou  of 
[  various  causes,  to  undergo  an  unusual  number  of  changes  in  the 
I  ^rst  two  years  and  a  half  of  its  existence.  It  behoves  us  now  to 
s  consider  the  reasons  which  influenced  Sir  John  Macdonald  in 
I  the  steps  taken  by  him  to  maintain  the  strength  of  his  ministry. 

The  art  of  "  cabinet  making,"  as  he  used  to  call  it,  so  peculiarly 
[the  function  of  the  Prime  Minister,  was  one  in  which  Sir  John 
piacdonakl,  by  reason  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  men,  and 

his  far-reaching  sagacity,  was  deeply  skilled,  and  in  whicli  he 
[rarely,  if  ever,  made  a  false  move. 

The  loss  of  a  colleague,  at  once  so  experienced  and 
[accomplished  as  Mr.  Gait,  within  a  few  days  of  the  meeting 
[of  Tarlianient,  was  no  light  matter.  The  old  saying,  how- 
lever,  which  avers  that  no  man  is  indispensable,  received 
|tliereby    another    illustration,    for    in    Mr.    John    IIosc,    Sir 

Jolin  Macdonald  found  a  Finance  Minister  in  all  respects 
jtlie  equal  of  the  late  occupant  of  that  office.  Mr.  Eose  was 
leminently  fitted  to  discharge   those  duties   which  had   been 

jielinquished  by  Mr.  Gait.     In  addition  to  qualifications  of  a 

VOL.  II.  F 
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liigli  order,  lie  was  gifted  with  a  courteous  and  plcasii:: 
laanner,  which  rendered  him  a  universal  favourite,*  while  liis 
.singularly  happy  disposition  and  affectionate  nature  had  lonf 
before  won  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  Sir  Jolni 
]\Iacdonald.  Circumstances  ordained  that,  for  the  last  twenty 
years  of  their  lives,  the  ocean  should  roll  between  them,  yet  a 
regular  and  frequent  correspondence  ever  kept  their  frieudsliiii 
bright.  The  worst  thing  I  ever  heard  Sir  John  Macdonald  sav 
of  his  friend  was  this :  "  Rose  has  a  bad  habit  of  econoiaizin^ 
all  the  small  words  in  his  telegrams  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  am 
often  in  great  doubt  as  to  his  meaning.  This  always  to 
a  peculiarity  of  his."  A  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Eose  was  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  appoiutcl 
Minister  of  Finance, 

Thus  far  all  was  well.     Succeeding  vacancies,  however,  wer.- 
destined  to  be  nut  so  easily  filled.     In  considering  them,  it  i< 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  arrangement  which  governed  (lie 
selection  of  the  Ontario  portion  of  the  Cabinet.      When  the  I 
ilrst  Government  of  the  Dominion  was  formed,  although  Con- 
federation was  adopted  with  the    object  of  putting  an  end  to  i 
the  unhappy  sectionalism  which   existed  between  Upper  aiitl| 
Lower  Canada  before  the  Union,  yet,  as  it  was  important  that 
the  Administration  should  receive,  at  the  approaching  elections, 
the  support  of  all  men  really  desiring  the  success  of  the  new  I 
system,  it  wa3  agreed,  so  far  as  Ontario  was  concerned,  that,  a;  | 
in  the  last  Parliament  of  the  province  of  Canada  there  liaJ 
been  more  Peformers  than  Conservatives,  and  a    'n  the  propose! 
Cabinet  Ontario  would  have  oidy  five  representatives,  three  o! 
these  should  be  of  Liberal  antecedents,  and  two  Coiiservative?. 
This  understanding  was  merely  a  temporary  arrangement,  k. 
at  the  time  it  was  entered  into,  the  political  complexion  of  tk 
new  Parliament  was,  of  cour.se,  unknown,  and  it  was  ugreni| 
tliat  the  future  v,'as  to  take  care  of  itself. 

The   effect   of  the  elections  was   to    reverse  the  reliitiv 


*  T(t  thiN  I'uhi  appiueiitly  tlicro  was  no  exception.     Mr.  Rose  took  up  liis  ri'sklis 
in  London,  in  tlio  antiunn  of   18(;!i.     lie  was  scarrcly  settled,  ero  tlm  Ifcil  Hi'' 
tronblo  oeenrred,   yet  in  .Marli,    1870,  l,onl  (iranvillu  writes  of  iiini  to  .Sir  J"- 1 
Miicilonald  :  "  Tlie  presence  of  Sir  Johii  Hose  liere  has  been  of  groat  two  anil  t'onii' | 
to  me.     It  is  inij)ossible   (o   luive    in  iiltler  or  iniiri>  pleasant  man  witli  wlioiiH' 
tiausaet  business." 
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streniith  of  the  Ifefonn  and  (,'onscrvative  supporters  of  the 
(lovernmcnt,  yet  the  Cabinet  representiition  Avas  suffered  to 
remain  undisturbed,  until  the  f[uestion  of  tilling  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Fergusson  Blair  came  to  be  con- 
sidered, when  strong  objections  were  made  Ijy  the  Conservatives 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Liberal.*  It  was  urged  by  the  former 
that  tl'.e  very  same  reason  which  led  to  the  selection  of 
Mr.  Fergusson  Blair,  in  July,  18G7,  called,  in  18G8,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Conscu'vative. 

The  Prime  Minister  acknowledged  the  force  of  this  argument 
advanced  by  the  main  body  of  his  supporters,  but,  before  any 
steps  were  taken  in  the  matter,  the  appointment  of  j\Ir.  Howland 
to  tlie  Lieutenant  (lovernorship  of  Ontario  made  another 
vacancy  in  the  Liberal  section  of  the  Cabinet. 

In  view  of  that  event,  Sir  .lohn,  a  siiort  time  before  it  actu- 
ally took  place,  discussed  the  situation  with  Messrs.  McDougall 
and  llowland,  and  explained  to  them  the  reasons  which  rendered 
a  further  continuance  of  the  old  arrangement  impractical)le. 
He,  however,  considered  himself  bound  to  maintain  the  coalition 
principle,  and  expressed  his  opinion,  that  while  the  change  in 
the  relative  strength  of  parties  rendered  it  necessary  for  three 
Conservatives  and  two  licformers  to  bo  in  t'le  Cabinet,  he 
thought  the  Liberal  leatlers  should  have  some  voice  in  the 
selection  of  the  new  Conservative.  Messrs.  McDougall  and 
llowland  agreed  as  to  the  fairness  of  this  proposal,  and  it  was 
ultimately  settled  that  ]\Iessrs.  J.  C.  Aikins  and  Alexander 
Morris  should  be  asked  to  join  the  Administration.  8ir  John 
Macdonald  was  aft  "wards  accused  by  Mr.  ]\IcI)ougall  and 
iho  Glohe  of  having  broken  faith  with  the  Iteform  section  of 
iht;  Cabinet  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Mcnris.  8ir  John,  in 
his  time,  was  often  exposed  to  accusiitions  as  uajust  and 
unfounded  as  this  one,  but  seldom  1ms  it  happimed  that  tluj 
means  of  refutation,  clear,  distinct,  conclusive,  have  lain  so 
ready  at  hand.  It  is  not  merely  that  his  own  reasonable 
I'xplanation  to  Barliament  of  the  circumstances  bears  the  stamp 

*  "1  fiiul  a  rumour  is  prtiviiilinij;  tlmt,  McKoii/io,  ol'  I,iimi)ti)ii,  is  a  po.s.siljlo 
-iiiTissor  tit  ])i)i»r  Itiiiir,  but  (Id  not  crcilit  it.  Xi'vi'itiidi's.s,  I  tliiiik  it  imly  my  duty 
111  iiilviso  ytiu  tiuit  it  is  ciiusiu;;'  ('(lusidfiiil)!!'  uiicasim-^s  in  tlio  t'onsi'rvativo  ruuiv>, 

^Miii  would  1)0  most  diitastctid,  vXv.''    (From in  Sir  John  Macdouald,  dutud  Ottawa, 

Mmvh  1  J,  1808.) 
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mT  proljability  on  its  very  face — Messrs.  Howland  .  id  .Vikiii< 
liave,  over  their  own  signatures,  borne  public  testi  iony  to  it> 
absolute  correctness.*  It  is  true  tliat  Mr.  A.ikins  was  im. 
willing  to  share  with  a  single  Liberal  (that  Liberal  beiii: 
Mr.  McDougall)  the  responsibility  of  re]»resenting  the  party  in 
the  Cabinet.  It  is  equally  true  tbat  ho  consented  to  do  so  witli 
Mr.  McDougall's  successor,  and  it  may  be  only  a  coincidoiife 
that  his  objections  were  finally  overconu^  on  the  very  day  that 
]\Ir.  ]\IcDougall  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  tlie  Administration.t 

Such  are  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  appointment  ot 
Messrs.  Morris  and  Aikiiis,  which,  at  the  time,  caused  somestit 
ill  the  political  world.  It  will  be  ^een  therefrom  how  little 
grour!''  there  was  for  the  oft-repei.  jd  charge  that,  by  tins. 
appointments,  Sir  Jolin  INIacdonald  in  any  way  comproiii'stM 
liis  word,  or  violated  w-.j  engagement.  If  he  erred  at  all  in  Iii> 
treatment  of  the  Liberal  wing  of  his  party,  it  was,  as  pointed 
out  by  himself,  on  the  side  of  generosity. 

"  It  is  rather  hard  upon  me  that  I  should  be  pitched  \\\[<) 

*  "  III  reply  to  tliat  part  ot  your  letter  which  refers  to  the  propi>so(l  arrar.^.nipiii. 
tor  lillinj!;  the  vacancies  iji  the  (jioveriinient,  consequent  upon  the  death  of  ^fr.  ;"ii: 
and  my  appointment  to  my  present  position,  I  had  several  conversations  with  yonwi! 
and  Mr.  McDoujrall  helore  1  left  Ottawa,  u])on  tlic  subject,  and  it  was  undwsto"! 
tliat  you  sh"uld  till  the  two  vacancies  as  soon  as  satisfactory  arrauji^emcnls  ciiaH 
I)e  made  for  the  purpose.  After  discussiuff  the  personnel,  and  havinf;  ^nveii  lii!!' 
consideration  to  the  availahility  and  claims  of  all  the  jiarties,  it  was  decided  tliat  li 
would  he  satisfactory  if  one  of  the  places  was  tilled  iiy  Mr.  Morris,  and  the  DtJicrln 
.\[r.  Aikiu,.,  or  some  other  llefornier  of  pfood  standiiij;.  We  considered  Mr.  M(.i;> 
a  j^-entleman  possessed  of  hiji'h  character,  experience,  and  tfood  attaiiinicuts,  aiiJ 
eiitertainiiifj:  ]Udji;ressive  views  of  politics,  and  havin_!.i'  hcen  the  orij^inator  and  niwliiiiii 
hy  which  the  coalition  of  1804  was  hroujfht  into  existence,  we  concluded  tliiit  L 
would  he  acceptalile  to  all  who  desir(>d  to  sujiport  the  present  tiovernment."  (Itoih 
Lieut.  (Joveruor  llowlaiid  to  fSir  .lojin  Macdonald,  dated  Toronto,  Xoveniliev  1''. 
ISOS.) 

"  On  Mr.  ]\rcnoujiairs  arrival  at  Ottawa,  1  had  a  further  conversation  with  liiiii. 
ill  which  he  urited  me  to  join  the  (lovcinment  witliout  another  Keforin  ci)lli'ii:.'i 
from  Ontario,  statin|f  that  Sir  .Iidin  found  it  impossible  to  assent  to  that  pro|i(i>iti : 
Mr.  JIcDoUffall,  however,  sunf^csted  that  if  I  came  in  at  once,  the  other  apiiniiitiini' 
Irom  Ottawa  could  stand  over  for  sometime,  thon^iii,  when  it  was  made,  tiicTiuii" 
si'iit  would  he  filled  as  ne>'essity  re(|uired,  and  tht>  name  of  Mr.  IV[(HTis  was  niciitim!"' 
as  the  ])ers(m  likely  to  he  appointed  i  aj;reed  to  this  course."  (Extrait  tr.: 
inemoranduni  niad  hy  Hon.  J.  ('.  Aikiiis  in  {\w  Senate,  February  1".  1870.) 

t  IMr.  ITowhmd  was  njipointed  l.ientenant  (lovernov  of  Ontario  on  the  ilril ' 
.Inly,  1868.  Mr.  Mcl)oui;all  ceased  to  lie  Minister  of  ruhlic  Works  outln'Sii 
of|  December,  1809,  on  which  day  Mr.  Aikins  entered  the  Cabinet  ns  Seoretiiry  w 
State  of  Canada.  Mr.  Alexamh'r  Morris  had  been  sworn  of  the  IVivy  Council  ni' 
ap]iointed  Minister  of  luhind  lleveiiue  oii  the  Rltli  of  N'ovcralicr  previously. 
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liy  Mr.  McDougall  lor  not  taking  care  of  the  r.eforniers,  and,  at 

the  same  time,  be  grumbled  at  l)y  my  own  paify  for  giving 

everything  to'  that  portion  of  Her  ^Majesty's  liege  subjects  in 

Ontario.    The  appointment  of  yourself,  in  the  first  place,  and  of 

Mr.  McDougall,  in  the  second,  was,  I  think,  a  sufficient  proof 

if  my  desire  that  their  claims  should  be  recognized.     In  ordei' 

to  oblige  him  and  give  him  a  legal  adviser,  in  whom  he  had 

cdufideiice,  I  allowed  him  to  select  Albert  Eichards  for  the 

N'orth-West,  although  that  gentleman  had  always  been  strongly 

(ipposed  to  myseli.     1    think  this   appointment  cau.sed   more 

ilissatisi'action    among    my    Conservative    friends    than    any 

nther."* 

The  Lieutenant  Governorshii>  of  Ontario  v  as,  in  ISGS,  looked 

ii|)onasa  great  prize,  worthy,  in  the  estimation  of  Mr.  Alexander 

Ciimplit    ,  of  the  First  Minister  himself.    Sir  John  did  not  want 

it.    Xeither  in  regard  to  Lieutenant  Governorships,  any  more 

than  ("hief  Justiceships,  did  he  ever  think  of  himself,  though,  if 

my  surmiae  be  co^., ,..,  ■•'here  was  at  that  time  another  Prinii' 

Minister  not  quite    <'  'liointerested.     In  like  manner  there  were 

•several  aspirants  to  the  h  Mour  of  representing  the  Governor 

I  icneral  in  the  Xorth-West,  yet  Sir  John  IMacdonald  finally  gave 

hoth  these  positions  to  his  Liberal  colleagues.    It  is  undoubtedly 

true  that  the  coalition  was  destineil  to  become  a  fusion,  but  this 

was  no  new  thing.     It  iiad  happened  in  Canada  before,  and  for 

the  same  reason.    Its  cause  lay  not  in  the  bad  faith,  or  treachery, 

or  deceit  of  anybody,  but  in  the  marvellous  gift  which  Sir  John 

Macclonald  possessed  of  drawing  men  towards  him,  and  inspiring 

them  with  a  sense  of  personal  attachment  stronger  than  party 

ties.    Mr.  Aikins  was  a  Liberal,  and  joined  Sir  John  MacdoJiald's 

Cabinet  as  such.     So  in  their  day  did  Messrs.  John  Ross  and 

Thomas  Spence,  Sidney  Smith  and  Isaac  lluchanan,  Fergusson 

P'iair,  and  others  whose  names  will  readily  recur  to  the  student 

of  Canadian  history.      ^Ir.   Aikins    was   no  excei)tion  to   the 

;;eneral  rule.     I  am  not  aware  whether  he  still  calls  himself  a 

Liberal  or  not,  but  this  I  know,  that,  from  the  day  on  which  hu 

lii'oamo  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  i!u 

iiioio  loyal  or  true-hearted  colleague  than  James  Cox  Aikins. 

*  From  Sir  John  Miiciloimld  to   Lioutcuuiit  CJovernor  Ilowlimd,  tinted  Ottnwu. 
I'llMuarv.'l.  1870. 
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But  the  Prime   Minister's  difficulties  were   not  yet  over, 
Not  long  before  Mr.  McDougall's  acceptance  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governorship  of    the   Nortli-West  Territories  left  the    tliinl 
Ontario   Eeforni   seat  empty,    Mr.    Hose,   who  represented  ;• 
Quebec  constituency,  resigned  the  office  of  Finance  Minister 
for  reasons  which  I  have  already  stated.    Thus  a  new  minister 
from    both   Ontario   and    Quebec,   or  rather   from   a   limit&l 
section  of  each  province,  liad  to  be  found.     A  qualified  oiler 
of  the  poi'tfolio  of  finance   was  made   to   Mr.  Gait,*  in  tlic 
month  of  September,  only  to  be  declined,  while  the  fewness 
of  the  Ontario  Liberals  supporting  the  Administration  rendeicl 
the    choice   of  a  successor    to    Mr.   lilcDougall   a    well-nif,'li 
impossible   task.     At  this  juncture  there  re-appeared   on  the 
scene  a  Canadian  statesman  who,  for  tlie  fifteen  years  previous 
had  been  representing  his  Sovereign  in  a  distant  part  of  lur 
dominions.     It  seems   a   long  time   since  we  bade  adieu  in 
Mr.  Francis  Hincks,     In  the  interval,  he  had  been  Governor  nt 
Barbados  and  the  Windward  Islands,  and  also  of  British  Guiami. 
In  1869  he  returned  to  Canada,  with  a  record  of  honouralik' 
service,  and  the  decoration  of  Knight  Commander  of  the  iiiosi 
distinguished  order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George.     Sir  Inaiu  i« 
Hincks  had  scarcely  touched  Canadian  soil  l)efore    Sir  -lolm 
Macdonald  realized  that  he  was  the  very  man  he  was  loolciii^ 
for.     A  financier   of  unquestioned  ability,  he  would  prove  n 
worthy  successor  to  ]\Ir,  Eose,     A  Liberal  who  for  years  liml 
led   tlie   Upper   Canadian    lieformers,  he   was   in   every  war 
(jualified   to   represent,  with   ]\Ir.  Aikins,  that  party  in  tin 
Cabinet.     The  idea  luijipily  conceived  was  rapidly  executed. 
Sir  John  met  Sir  Francis  in  Montreal,  accompanied  him  liv 
boat  to  Ottawa,  and  on  the  way  i)r()])ounded  his  scheme,  wliicli 
Sir  Francis  readily  fell   in  with.     On  the  'Jtli  of  October,  In 
was  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council,  andap]iointed  Finance  IMinisler 
A  few  weeks  later  he  was  returned  for  North  llenfrcw,  in  spik 

*  Tlie  coiulitidii   \w\n\^  tliiit,  lie  sliould  alijiiic  ccrtuin   roccutly  dcvcloji'il  vim- 
on  tho  "  ItuU'pc'iulciK'o  of  Cnniulii."     The  proposnl  wiis  iiiado  by  Sir  (reoific  ('iniin. 
witli  the  siimtioii  of  the  I'riiue   Minister.   (See  the  ((iiresiKiiKlence,  Debates,  //»« 
vf  Commons,  l'"el)ninry  21,  1S70,  |)i).  I'Jli,  127.) 

Thero  is  ronson  to  believe  tliiit  !Sir  John  wai  imt  iil  all  put  out  by  the  nliwl 
of  an  otl'ev  wliicli  be  authorized  ])riinarily  to  please  bis  Fri'ueh  supporters,  butwuu 
whom  and  Sir  Aiexunder  there  existed,  at  that  period,  an  cuieiitc  coixliaic. 
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of  the  vidleut  opposition  of  that  portion  of  the  lieforni  party 
whicli  acknowledged  the  sovereignty  of  George.  Brown.* 

Mr.  Eose's  place  as  the  English  represeniative  for  Lower 
Canada  was  taken  by  Mr.  Christopher  ])unkin,  who  is  renieni- 
liered  cliiefly  as  the  author  of  tVe  Local  Option  law  w 'lich  bore 
his  niime.f 

The  result  of  these  Cabinet  changes  was  on  the  whole 
satisfactory,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  appointment  of 
Messrs.  Hincks  and  Morris  resulted  in  the  defection  of  one 
or  two  supporters  of  the  Government,  including  Mr.  (!alt, 
respecting  whose  change  of  Uutitude  Sir  John  Macdonald 
writes : — 

'■  Gait  came  out,  1  am  glad  to  say,  formally  in  opposition,  and 
relieved  me  of  the  difficulty  connected  with  liim.  His  warai 
alliance  with  the  Lower  Canadian  French  rendered  it  necessary 
for  nie  to  ])ut  up  with  a  good  deal,  as  you  know.  But  he  is 
now  finally  dead  as  a  Canadian  politician.  The  correspondencii 
between  Cartier  and  himself,  in  which  he  conies  out  squarely 


*  " Tlio  Globe  is  perlectly  tmutic  at  lliiicks  ((imiiifr  iutu  offiic.  and  on  tlii.s  point 
S.mdficld  ^[acdonald  and  (ieorfic  Itidwn  iif^nr.  Ail  tliat  flu:  ]{('t'orni  partv  ivallv 
wiintcil  was  a  leader  of  plnck,  ananid  wliom  to  rally,  in  order  to  throw  otf  tlic 
(lictatiirsliip  ol'  tlio  Globe ;  and  Itniwn  knows  rijiiit  well  tlnit  it  throws  liini  back  fully 
till  years.  No  step  has  hiuMi  left  nntried  to  frijihten  me  from  ap])ointinji-  him 
(Hincks),  hnt  the  j;aino  was  too  clear  to  admit  of  a  do\d)t."  (From  Sir  John  Mai'donahl 
to  Alexander  :\i(UTis,  rscj.,  dated  Ottawa,  ()et(d)er  10,  1809.)  For  a  fuller 
explanation  of  the  reasoas  which  infhioneed  Sir  John  in  his  selection  of  Sir  Franci- 
ilincks,  see  Ai)pi'ndi.\  XX. 

t  il  k  28  Vict.,  c.  18.  Sir  John's  first  ch-iice  was  Mr.  John  Henry  Tope, 
respei'tiuK  wlnnn  lie  wrote,  on  the  'i7th  of  Septevahcr,  18Gi),  to  Sir  (ieoriic  ("artier: 
"It  is  ucct's.snry  that  immediate  steps  should  he  taken  to  till  Rose's  place.  The 
mail  for  onr  nioaey  is  I'ojie.  He  is  able  and  enerf;etic.  and  popular  with  all  our 
liicuds  of  liritish  oriirin.  both  from  Ipper  and  Lower  Canada,  as  well  as  with  voar 
compatiidts.  .  .  I  sn])pose  I'opc  will  bo  nt  Rose's  dinner,  aud  you  cau  hnye  a  talk 
with  liiiu.     I  would  advise  that  you  should  take  no  refusal." 

There  is  iinthiiifi'  imion^i'  Sir  John's  papers  to  show  that  this  offer  was  ever  made, 
or,  if  nmdo,  why  it  was  declined.  H would  appear  from  the  above  that  tlio  Prime 
Minister,  followiiio:  the  eiistom  of  fcn'iner  days,  left  the  selection  of  the  new  (Quebec 
minister  with  Sir  (ieorj>c  ('artier,  who  may  have  had  reasons  for  preferriiiji-  .Mr. 
Dunkhi  :,)  Mr.  I'opo.  Mr.  R.  H.  I'oiie,  M.l'..  however,  to  whom  1  have  ajijilied, 
Mh  nic  he  always  understood  bis  father  could  have  bad  thi^  ])osifion  at  that  time. 
!'"t  liis  business  eny:au'enieiits  were  such  as  to  render  it  iinpossible  for  him  to  accept. 
He  tins  as  it  may.  Sir  John  Macdenald's  desire  to  have  Mr.  Pope  for  a  collfunue 
'liil  not  fade,  (or,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Dniikin.  two  years  later,  Mr.  i'ope 
Micnedcd  hi;  ,  as  Jlinister  of  A^Miculture.  Mr.  Pope  was  sworu  of  the  Privy  (,'oiiiicil 
on  llie2uth  of  October.  1871, 
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for  independence,  has  rung  his  death-knell,  and  I  shall  takf 
precious  good  care  to  keep  him  where  he  is.  .  .  .  Great  attempts 
have  been  made  to  get  hold  of  Sandfiold  by  Gait  and  Co.,  but 
without  success.  He  is  sound  and  true,  and  for  the  l)est  ot 
reasons.  His  only  safe  policy  is  to  adhere  to  the  ]»rL'SL'iit 
arrangement."  * 

Occupied  with  tlie  thousand  and  one  cares  tliat  make  up 
the  life  of  a  Prime  ^Minister,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how- 
Sir  John  Macdor.ald  found  time  to  fulfil  those  manifold  (hitie- 
of  a  departmental  character  which  demanded  his  attention.  Yet, 
as  ^Minister  of  Justice,  he  was  ever  a  busy  man,  and  the  statute- 
book  of  the  country  bears  ample  witness  to  his  untiring  industry 
as  a  law-maker  and  law-reformer.    During  the  years  ISlJS-lSTn 
he  devoted  much  pains  to  the  preparation  of  a  Bill  to  establisli 
a  Supreme  Court  for  Canada.     This  measure,  which  he  regardcil 
as  being  in  an  especial  manner  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
was  first  introduced  during  the  session  of  ISHO,  more  for  tlu 
purpose,  however,  of  inviting  suggestions  and  criticisms,  tlimi 
witli  the  object  of  haviug  it  become  law.     It  was  agi"'n  brouc;! 
forward  in   1870,  l)y  Sir  John,  who   <  xjdaincil   its  prcjvision 
at  some  length.     Circumstances,  however,  pre\ented  its  nacli 
ing  a  second  reading,  and    not  until    live   years   later,  umlei 
the  auspices  of  another  Administration,  that  which  I  nuiy  cull 
Sir  John's  pet  scheme  was  enrolled  on  the  statute-book.    Tli- 
Minister   of  Justice   of  that   day   took   occasion   fittingly  t^ 
acknowledge  the  labour  and  care  that  had  l)een  devoted  by 
Sir  John  Macdonald  in  preparing  the  measure,  which  it  became 
Ids  duty  to  submit  for  tlie  consideration  of  Parliamentt 

The  concern  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  ever  evinced  fm 
ilie  duo  administration  of  justice,  and  for  the  tharactor  v\ 
his  appointments  tf)  the  Bench,  has  Icwg  l)een  proverbial 
From  the  day  on  whicli,  at  the  beginning  of  Ids  ((fficial  career, 
lie   i)ressed   upon    Kobert    Baldwin   the   Chief    . Justiceship  ot 

*  To  Sir  John  Rose,  dated  Ottiiwii,  Fclinmry  23.  1870. 

t  Amoiij;-  tliL"  {'(mntlc'SH  miir^i'slions  v.liich  Sir  John  rot'oived  in  rejiiird  to  tlu' 
t'niniinn'  of  tliis  inoasurc,  I  may  ri'lVr  to  one  from  Mr.  Alplunis  Todd,  tlui  iiit' 
l-il>rariiin  of  rarliamint.  Mr.  Todd  pro])(W('d,  in  vii'W  of  the  i)roviso  fur  tlu 
(iovciiior  in  (Jounoil  ohtaininf,'  fho  ojtinion  of  tlic  Conrt  ui>on  constitutional  (lucs'iniis, 
tliat,  lolldwinj;  Enf,disli  prt'ccdcnt,  all  tho  nu'mlicrs  of  the  Siiprcnic  Court  slioulil  I" 
mi'mbcrs  of  fhi'  IVivy  Counril.  forminfr,  as  it  wrrc.  a  Cnuadiau  .ludicial  Comniittri. 
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Upper  Canadii,  he  seems  to  liave  considered  tlie  duty  of  advisiiii^ 
these  appointments  as  one  of  the  highest  and  most  important 
trusts  committed  to  his  cliarge.  ^Vn  astute  politician,  he  was 
liy  no  means  indifferent  to  the  influence  and  power  of  patron- 
;hto,  and,  in  the  distribution  of  the  favours  of  the  Crown, 
t)ioroni,dily  i»elieved  in  the  wisdom  and  propriety  (other  tilings 
being  ei[nal)oi'  preferring  his  political  supporters  to  his  political 
iippunents.  That  was  his  ordinary  practice,  as  it  is  the  rule 
uf  every  party  leader.  IJut,  when  Sir  John  Macdonald  canu' 
t(j  select  a  man  for  the  judicial  office,  he  knew  neither  friend 
nor  foe.  His  sole  inquiry  was,  who,  by  his  high  character, 
kgal  attainments  and  experience,  is  best  fitted  to  uphold  the 
]irestige  and  dignity  of  the  Bench.  To  advocate  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  one  oi)  other  grounds,  whether  political  or  personal, 
was  to  invite  a  rebuke  such  as  this  which,  in  18G4,  he 
luldressed  to  a  high  public  functionary  who  sought  a  judgeship 
for  his  own  son  : — 

"  I  am   sorry  that  I  cannot   recommend  J.  as  judge   for 

I  he  cnunty  of  .     ]\ry  relations  with   yourself  and   your 

family  are  such  that  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  aid 

ii  helping  any  man  of  the  name  of  ;    but  J.  is  not   fit 

fur  a  judgeship,  and  I  cannot,  in  conscience,  appoint  him. 
I'aretiil  and  painstaking  as  he  is,  he  would  be  a  good  admini- 
strative oftieer,  and  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  adopting 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  giving  him  an  administrative,  but 
nut  a  judicial,  office."  * 

Xot  only  did  he  object  to  having  unfit  persons  recommended 
10  him  for  the  Bench,  but  he  resented  any  unsolicited  advice 
in  sncli  matters,  even  though  the  suggestion  was  good  in 
Itself.  I  remember  very  Avell  his  displeasure  on  receiving 
.1  petition,  signed  by  all  the  barristers   of  a  certain   district, 

I'rayiiig  for  the  appointment  of  one  of  their  number.     " 

would  make  a  good  judge,"  said  Sir  John,  thinking  aloud, 
as  lie  sometimes  did;  "but,  if  those  fellows  dour  withdraw 
iheir  requisition,  1    won't   appoint   him.     This  sort   of  thin- 


Fmir  yciirs  litter,   he  wrote  to  imotlier  ;rent!einuii,   wlio  liail  mnilr  ;i  similac 

II  ~t  (111  lu'liull  til'  II  jxilitieiil  Irieiid:  "I  laiiuot  possibly  iijipoiut a  jmln;(', 

iM  I  ani  nitlier  siirprisiHl  that  you  should  iwk  mu  to  ilo  so.     It  anything  turus  ii|> 
"I  ii  iiiiii-jiiiiiiial  \v,i\ .  T  will  do  what  I  properly  eau  tor  him." 
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is  most  unseemly,"  lie  added,  as  he  laid  the  pai)er  down. 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  much  given,  especially  in  leganl 
to  the  higher  judicial  offices  at  Toronto,  to  consult  tliOM 
■who  were  in  a  position  to  furnish  him  with  sound  advici\ 
1  have  shown,  in  an  earlier  chapter,  how,  when  he  wav 
Attorney  (Jcneral  of  Upper  Canada,  he  frequently  \\w\ 
recourse,  on  such  occasions,  to  Chancellor  Blake,  and  1 
cannot  find  a  happier  illustration  of  his  manner  of  makini,' 
these  appointments,  after  Confederation,  than  by  referring  tn 
an  incident  Avhich  the  elder  Mr,  Blake's  name  and  oHirc 
alike  suggest. 

Ill  1868,  tlie  retirement  of  Mr.  Draper  from  the  Cliioi 
Justiceship  of  Upper  Canada,  called  for  a  general  reorganization 
of  the  Bench.  To  aid  him  in  effecting  the  best  possible  arranni- 
ment,  Sir  John  sought  the  opinion,  among  others,  of  Mr.  Edwanl 
Blake,  tlie  eldest  son  of  the  late  Chancellor,  already  eniiufiit 
both  in  his  profession  and  in  politics.  Mr.  l^lake  was,  at  that 
time,  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  Ontario  Legislature,  aiiil 
one  of  Sir  John's  most  formidable  opponents  in  the  Housf 
of  Commons.  Yet  this  fact  never  seems  to  have  weighed  fur 
J I  moment  with  the  latter  in  considering  how  best  he  could 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  courts.  Thus,  he  writes  to  the 
Chancellor  wliom  he  proposed  should  succeed  Mr.  Draper,  a> 
Chief  Justice  of  Ontario : — 

"  I  am  a  good  deal  puzzled  about  the  Court  of  Chaucorv 
...  If,  however,  Blake  would  take  the  Chancellorship,  I 
think  that,  for  the  good  of  the  Court,  I  ought  to  appoint 
him." 

And  again : — 

"  I  waited  for  you  at  Toronto  as  long  as  I  could,  but  I  w;b 
<lue  here  on  Saturday.  I  saw  Blake  before  I  left,  and  bad  a 
confidential  talk  with  him.  I  told  him  exactly  how  matter- 
stood--that  you  expressed  a  desire  to  stay  where  you  weiv 
but  that  I  was  to  see  you  again  on  the  subject.  I  said  tliiit 
I  had  no  right  to  ask  whether  he  would  accept  the  Chancellor' 
ship,  without  offering  it  to  him,  but,  under  the  circumstanci'- 
would  ask  him  to  give  me  some  idea  whether  he  could  takr 
it." 

To  Mr.  Blake  he  .'subsequently  wrote  : — 
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"  [Private.] 

'  Ottawa.  N()V(>ml)erI».  1S»38. 
"My  DEAlt    15LAKE, 

"  After  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Toronto, 
I  waited  a  day  for  Vankoughnet,  but,  as  he  did  not  arrive, 
I  was  obliged  to  return  here.  I  wrote  him  on  the  subject  of 
his  change  in  full,  and  he  at  last  decided  to  remain  where  lu' 
now  is.  On  public  grounds  I  regret  this  much,  as  with  your 
help  we  could  have  made  a  good  Court  of  Equity,  and  the 
Common  Law  Bench  would  have  been  strengthened  by  Van- 
koughnet's  accession  to  it.  However,  it  cannot  be  helped. 
I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to  keep  up  the  efficiency 
of  the  Bench,  but  have  been  thus  far  thwarted.  .  .  . 

"  Yours  very  faithfully, 

"  John  A.  M.vcdonald." 


On  the  death  of  ]\Ir.  A'ankoughnet,  in  the  following  year, 
Sir  John  at  once  offered  the  Chancellorship  to  Mr.  Blake.  An 
intimate  friend,  to  whom  he  had  confided  his  intention,  having 
expressed  a  fear  that  the  appointment  of  so  many  "  Grits " 
in  succession  to  high  office — "  Rowland,  McDougall,  Gwynno 
and  now  Blake  " — would  demoralize  the  Conservative  party, 
was  thus  answered : — 

"As  you  are  aware,  my  only  object  in  making  judicial 
appointments  is  the  efficiency  of  the  Bench.  ...  I  am  not 
insensible  to  the  fact  that  Blake's  politics  render  his  appoint- 
ment difficult.  It  is  an  unfortunate  as  well  as  a  singular 
coincidence  that  the  members  of  the  Equity  Bar  are  very 
nearly  all  Grits.  But  what  can  be  done  ?  Besides,  I  feel  to 
a  certain  extent  committed  to  Blake.  Had  Vankoughnet 
decided  upon  accepting  the  Chief  Justiceship  last  year,  Blake 
would  have  had  the  offer  of  the  Ciiancellorsliip  beyond  a  doubt. 
I  told  him  confidentially  that  I  would  make  him  the  offer,  if 
the  vacancy  occurred.  I  do  not  think  that  anything  ha.s 
happened  since  tlien  to  warrant  me  in  changing  my  course." 

In  marked  contrast  to  the  success  which  attended  Sir  John 
Macdonald's  public  administration  was  the  condition  of  his 
private  affairs.  For  many  years  he  had  been  unable  to  give 
personal  attention  to  the  business  of  his  firm,  whi'^'h  from  the 
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ill  health  and  subsequent  death  of  his  partner,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mai 
donell,  became  very  much  involved.  The  failure  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank,  to  which  the  firm  was  indebted,  brought  matter 
to  a  crisis.  With  a  view  of  honourably  meeting  all  his  obli- 
gations, Sir  John  transferred  to  the  Merchants  Bank  of  Canad 
(which  had  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  Commercial  Iknk) 
everything  ho  possessed,  and,  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  I  do  iiut 
think  he  was  worth  one  shilling  in  the  world.  It  is  not  u 
be  doubted  that  the  anxiety  of  mind  caused  by  this  unfortunat.- 
'•ondition  of  affairs  aggravated  the  malady  which,  a  few  moiitli< 
later,  threatened  his  life. 

During  the  session  of  1870,  Sir  John  Macdonald's  day.^ 
wore  so  fully  occupied  that  he  had  scarcely  time  to  eat.  After 
a  light  breakfast,  often  interrupted  by  early  callers,  he  woull 
go  to  his  office — thence  to  the  Council,  and  thence  to  tlir 
House  of  Commons,  there  to  remain  with  the  interval  of  an 
liour  for  a  hasty  dinner,  often  until  far  into  the  night.  Ladv 
Macdonald  saw  that  this  would  not  do — that  her  husband  wa^ 
killing  himself,  and  that,  if  she  could  not  lighten  the  burden 
of  his  work,  she  could  at  least  insist  upon  his  taking  propi 
nourishment.  Sir  John  finally  consented  to  allow  luncheon 
to  be  sent  up  to  his  office  every  day,  and  agreed  to  find  time 
for  it  between  the  rising  of  Council  and  the  meeting  uf  tin 
House. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  Gth  of  j\Iay,  he  came  out 
of  the  Council  Chamber  about  half-past  two,  and  went  to  his 
ofTice  in  the  same  building  (the  room  now  occupied  by  the 
jMinister  of  the  Interior),  where  his  luncheon  was  awaiting  him. 
He  had  scarcely  time  to  take  his  seat  when  Colonel  Bernanl. 
who  occupied  the  adjoining  room,  heard  an  unusual  noise,  and, 
on  opening  the  door  that  connected  the  two  offices,  perceived 
that  Sir  John  had  fallen,  and  was  writhing  on  the  floor. 
Doctors  were  hastily  summoned,  but  when  they  arrived  the 
patient  was  almost  pulseless  and  in  a  state  of  collapse.  The 
disease  was  pronounced  to  be  biliary  calculus.  For  numy  days 
Sir  John  lay  between  life  and  death  in  the  room  where  he  was 
seized,  tended  by  tlie  supreme  devotion  of  a  loving  wife,  win* 
nursed  him  with  a  solicitude  to  which  he  has  repeatedly 
declared  he  owed  his  life.    Those  who  ministered  round  tho 
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sick-beel  scarce  dared  hope,  while  outside  it  was  generally 
foareil  that  the  disease  was  mortal,  and  that  Canada  wouhl 
lose  her  illustrious  son.     But  it  was  otherwise  decreed. 

Despite  the  severity  of  the  attack,  and  the  intense  pain 
with  which  his  whole  system  was  racked,  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
naturally  fine  constitution  at  length  triumphed,  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  June,  he  was  able  to  be  transferred  in 
a  litter  to  the  Speaker's  chambers  near  by.  This  removal 
proved  to  be  in  truth  what  ^Ir.  Blake,  in  a  kind  letter  of 
iuquiry,  styled  a  "  march  of  recovery."  On  the  2nd  of  July 
lie  was  sufficiently  well  to  leave  for  Prince  Edward  Island, 
where  the  sea  breezes  completed  the  cure.  On  the  22nd  of 
September  he  returned  to  Ottawa,  amid  the  acclaim  of  a  whole 
people,  who  welcomed  him  as  one  risen  from  the  dead. 

Tlie  next  day,  he  wrote  thus  to  Mrs.  Williamson : — 

"Ottawa,  September  23,  1870. 

"Mv  DEAR  Moll, 

"Agnes  and  I  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  from 
Montreal.  The  people  turned  out  to  meet  me  in  a  very 
gratifying  manner.  However,  you  will  see  all  that  in  the 
newspapers.  I  am  now  in  very  good  health,  and  ncarhj  as 
strong  as  before  my  illness.  I  hope,  by  care  and  regular 
exercise,  I  shall  soon  regain  all  my  strength.  I  shall  not  do 
much  work  for  some  months,  but  act  in  the  Government  as 
(■oiisulting  physician. 

"We  found  your  basket  of  grapes  and  letter  awaiting  our 
irrival,  both  very  acceptable.  Agnes  has  kept  you,  and  will 
keep  you,  posted  as  to  poor  little  baby.  ]5aby  has  had  a  hard 
time  of  it,  but,  if  we  get  her  home  here  safely,  I  have  more  hopes 
of  her  than  I  ever  have  had.  The  Pall  Mall  Gazettes  were 
sent  to  me  to  Prince  Edward  Island.  I  have  kept  them  all, 
however,  and  will  send  them  on,  so  that  the  I'rofessor  may 
lead,  if  his  tastes  lie  that  way,  the  leading  articles  on  the 
war.    They  are  wonderfully  clever  and  instructi\e. 

"Give  my  best  love  to  Louisa  and  the  Parson,  and  believe 
ine,  my  dear  Moll,  most  alfectionately  yours, 

"John  A.  Macdon  ^ld." 

Tu  read  the  numerous  intpiiries  which  were  made  concerning 
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Sir  John  during  these  anxious  weeks,  and  the  letters  addressoii 
to  him  on  his  recovery,  is  to  recall  another  illness  destined  h, 
have  no  such  happy  issue.  In  1870,  as  in  1891,  the  couiitrv 
seemed  to  realize  that  it  stood  in  the  presence  of  a  gna: 
calamity,  from  wliich  it  shrank  back  appalled.  His  lloya] 
Hif,'hness  Prince  Arthur  thus  gave  expression  to  the  general 
f(ieling  of  satisfaction  at  the  pros])ec't  of  his  recovery. 


"  Spencer  Wood,  Qufbeo,  July  :i,  1870. 
"  Deai:  Sn:  Joux. 

"I  cannot  leave  tins  country  without,  wishing  you  adieu.  Altlidii.-'i 
I  reirret  exceedingly  not  to  have  seen  you  before  starting,  yet  it  is  u  ^^iva- 
pleasure  to  me  to  know  that  you  are  so  very  much  better  that  your  comiikt' 
recovery  will  only  bo  an  ailair  of  a  week  or  two.  Your  illness  has  been  i 
very  long  and  tedious  one,  and  I  have  watched  the  accounts  of  your  roeoveiy 
with  the  keenest  interest  and  the  greatest  pleasure.  May  you  long  be  s|iaiv| 
to  administer  the  alVairs  of  this  vast  country,  for  I  know  how  great  is  tL^ 
power  and  influence  you  have  over  it.  Canada  is  a  great  country,  an  I, 
under  your  able  administration,  I  feel  siu'e  that  it  will  become  one  of  tli' 
most  flourishing  and  powerful  coiuitrics  in  the  worbb  [  leave  this  country 
with  great  regret,  luvving  spent  hero  the  jdensantcsf  ami  most  intcrcstin,- 
time  I  may  ever  have  in  this  life. 

"  With  kindest  regards  to  Lady  MacdonaM,  to  wnoni  wc  ought  all  to  1 
indebted  for  the  great  care  she  has  taken  of  you  dining  your  illness, 

•'  I  bid  you  adieu,  and  remain  ever 

"  Yours  very  sincerely, 

'•  AimiL  K." 


Among  Sir  John  Macdouald's  i)ulitical  i)i)ponents  there  wa? 
none  more  ])vonounced  or  constant  in  his  opposition  than 
Mr.  L.  II.  Holton,  member  for  AVest  Montreal.  Mr.  IloltoiiV 
Liberalism  was  of  that  unyielding  type  wliich  admits  of  ii" 
compromise.  Yet  Mr.  llolton  was  one  of  the  first  to  cx[iivs! 
his  anxiety  for  the  illustrious  patient,  and  his  joy  at  the  prosped 
of  his  convalescence,  in  a  note  which,  as  every  one  can  see,  is 
no  ordinary  letter  of  inquiry. 


••  ^bmtroal,  Miiy  1.'),  1S70. 
"  ^Iv  1)i:au  Ml!.  l?i:i!XAiii), 

"  I  rejoice  most  «incercly  to  learn  from  your  telegrams  and  Liuly 
^lacdonald's  that  Sir  John  coiitiinios  to  make  satisfactory  progress  towanl> 
convalescence. 
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■  Altliiiii,i,'Ii  it  has  l)ceii  my  lot  as  a  imMic  man  to  be  in  constant  opposition 
to  him  aii'l  tlio  party  lie  lias  leil  with  signal  skill  anil  ability,  I  havo  always 
intcitaini'il  tiio  hifjhest  admiration  for  his  talents,  ami,  in  spito  of  muniontary 
rstraii;,'.'moiits  resulting  from  the  interchange  of  hard  blo\vs  in  debate,  I  Iiav(> 
,  vi-r  (iierislied  the  warmest  jiorsonal  regard  for  him.  On  every  ground,  there- 
fore, both  pnblic  and  jn-ivatc,  do  I  fervently  hope  that  his  life  will  be  spared 
,;i,|  his  health  and  strength  restored. 

••  With  kind  regards  to  Lady  ^lacdonald  and  to  Sir  John  himself,  if  his 
-troiigtli  ailmitT  of  such  connnunicationa, 

•'  Believe  me  faithfully  yours. 

'•  1..  II.  IIoi.ToN. 
••  II.  lirniiini.  K-c|." 


Ten  years  later  Sir  John  Macdonald,  a.s  with  broken  voice 
lie  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  occasion  of  the 
sudden  death  of  his  friend,  showed  the  world  how  ,i,'reatly 
Mr.  lloltuu's  friendship  was  appreciated  and  how  warmly  it 
wa.s  returned. 

During  the  convalescence  of  Sir  Jolm  Macdonald,  Dr.  Tiipj)er 
entered  tlie  Cabinet,  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  Kenny,  appointed 
Administrator  of  the  Government  of  Xova  Scotia.  The  acces- 
sion of  a  colleague  so  able  and  energetic  as  Dr.  Tupper  was 
liarticularly  welcome  to  the  Prime  ^Minister,  who  for  several 
weeks  after  his  return  to  Ottawa,  did  not  ([uite  regain  liis  seat 
ill  the  saddle. 

The  session,  which  opened  on  tiie  loth  of  February,  was  I'ar 
ndvaneed  when  the  illness  of  the  Prime  Minister  deprived  the 
House  of  its  leader.  Sir  George  Cartier  promptly  stepped  into 
ilio  breach,  and  took  up  the  ^lanitoba  llill,  which  had  dropped 
from  the  liands  of  his  chief.  A  few  days  later  this  measure 
liecanie  law.  Tnder  it  the  province  of  ^lauitoba  was  estab- 
lished, and  provided  with  a  system  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment. To  set  the  machinery  in  motion  was  a  task  which  tin- 
luiscttlcd  condition  of  ailairs  at  Ued  River,  and  the  unfortti- 
iiiite  tiuestion  of  race  aggravated  thereby,  rendered  extremely 
tliiri(!ult. 

Throughout  Ontario  the  cry  of  vengeance  against  the 
murderers  of  Scott  was  strong  and  deep.  This  feeling  was 
duly  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Opposition,  and  great  was  the 
pressure  upon  the  Federal  Government  to  bring  to  justice  all 
who  liad  taken  part  in  that  crime.     On  the  other  hand,  the 
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sympiitMe.s  of  tlie  French  Canadians  were  naturally  with  tin' 
half-1)reeds,  while  Her  ^lajesty's  Government,  which  alone  liai! 
the  power  to  arrest  lliel  for  an  offence  committed  in  liuiiert  j 
Land  before  the  transfer,  made  it  a  condition  of  Imperial 
assistance  that  the  lied  Eiver  settlers  should  receive  considerat.' 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  (Joveriiment.  Tlij. 
])olicy  of  conciliation  and  kindness,  according  as  it  did  with  his 
own  views,  was  carried  out  by  Sir  John,  who,  in  the  face  of  im 
opposition  not  confined  to  his  political  opponents,  secured  U 
the  half-breeds  of  the  Eed  River  a  generosity  of  treatment 
which  tliose  people  appear  to  have  never  fully  appreciated. 

An  important  event  of  the  year  1870  was  the  discontimi- 
unce  of  the  system  of  granting  licenses  to  foreign  vessels,  under 
which  the  United  States  fishermen  had  obtained  access  tn 
<  'anadian  waters  since  the  abrogation,  in  18GG,  of  the  lleciprocity 
Treaty  of  1854.  The  subject  of  trade  and  fishing  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  ('anada  is  of  such  comploxitv 
and  magnitude  as  to  render  any  satisfactory  treatment  oi  it  in 
;i  few  sentences  a  difficult  if  not  an  impossible  task,  yet  it  i> 
one  with  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  much  to  do,  and  tui 
that  reason  cannot  be  omitted  here.  I  shall,  therefore,  try  U 
describe  very  briefly  the  condition  of  affairs  with  respect  to 
this  (question  at  the  time  we  are  considering.  l>y  the  Treaty  nl 
1783  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  acknowledf,'ed 
to  possess  certain  rights  of  fishing,  and  were  likewise  granteil 
certain  privileges  of  fishing  in  British  waters.  At  the  ternii- 
nation  of  the  war  in  1812,  and  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was  found  impossible  to  reconcile  the  con- 
flicting views  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  regardin;,- 
the  fishery  question,  and,  in  consequence,  the  treaty  was  sileni 
(»n  the  subject.  Great  Britain  maintained  that  the  war  liml 
abrogated  all  the  privileges  conceded  by  the  Treaty  of  ll^o, 
while  the  United  States  contended  that  they  were  entitled  to  a 
restoration  of  all  the  fishing  privileges  which  they  had  enjovdl 
under  that  treaty.  During  the  years  1815,  181G,  and  1817, 
iJreat  Britain  made  several  seizures  of  United  States  fishiiii; 
vessels,  while  Mr.  Adams,  then  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St. 
dames,  strongly  pressed  the  American  claim  on  the  attention  ot 
the  Foreign  Secretary.     At  length  a  comproniise  was  proposal, 
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t.h(!  basis  of  wliicli  was  the  concession  by  Great  Britain  of  the 
liberty  of  fisliing  in  certain  defined  waters,  and  the  right  to 
fiO([uent  certain  specified  coasts  for  drying  and  curing  fish,  and 
tlic  absohite  exchision  of  American  lishermen  from  all  other 
uiitors  but  those  to  be  specially  conceded. 

This  agreement  was  made  effectual  by  the  Convention  between 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  CJreat  Britain  and  the  United  States 
nt'  America,  signed  at  London  on  the  20th  of  October,  1818. 
I:  would  be  difficult  to  lind  language  more  clear  than  that 
,iiiiiloyed  in  this  treaty,  to  exclude  United  States  fishermen  ' 
tVoin  the  waters  reserved  for  the  sole  use  of  liritish  subjects. 
V.t  for  many  years  before  1854  the  Maritime  Provinces  ol' 
I'.iitisb  Xorth  America  liad  complained  to  the  Imperial 
(lo\ eminent  of  the  continual  invasions  of  these  inshore  fisheries 
I  >i  11  uptimes  accompanied,  it  was  alleged,  with  violence)  by 
I'liited  States  fishermen  and  vessels,  many  of  which  latter  were 
M'ized  for  breach  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  Much  irrita- 
;iiiii  naturally  ensued,  and  it  was  at  length  felt  expedient  by 
liuth  Governments  to  put  an  end  to  the  unseemly  state  of 
tliin,i:,'3,  a  conclusion  to  which  the  United  States  were  more 
readily  led  on  perceiving  England's  resolve  to  protect  the  rights 
nf  lier  Canadian  subjects.*  The  result  of  negotiations  between 
tlic  two  powers  was  the  lleciprocity  Treaty  of  1854,  by  which 
not  only  were  our  inshore  fisheries  opened  to  the  Americans, 
I  111  provision  was  made  for  the  free  interchange  of  the  principal 
iiiitural  products  of  both  countries,  including  those  of  the  sea. 
Peace  was  preserved  on  our  waters,  and  the  volume  of  inter- 
national trade  steadily  increased  during  the  existence  of  this 
treaty,  and  until  it  was  terminated  in  186G  by  the  United 
States.  In  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, Canada  was  perforce  thrown  back  on  the  Convention  of 
1S18,  and  obliged  to  equip  a  marine  police  to  enforce  the  laws 
iihI  defend  her  rights.  Still,  however,  desiring  to  cultivate 
tVii  lully  relations  with  her  great  neighbour,  and  not  suddenly 

*  "  Hit  Majesty's  Miuisters,"  wrote  the  CJoloninl  Socrctftry,  on  the  27th  of  Mii\ , 
is.').*,  "are  desirous  to  reinoro  ull  ground  of  I'onipliiint  on  the  part  of  the  fNilonics, 
III  I  "ii'i'iiuonce  of  tlic  encroachment  of  the  HshiuK  vessels  of  the  United  States  )ipoii 
iliiwc  waters  from  which  they  are  exclude*!  by  the  terms  of  the  Conyentiim  of  181H. 
■I'll!  tliey  tlierefore  intend  to  despatch,  as  soon  us  possible,  a  smoll  navol  force  ot 
>i'nnu'rs,  or  other  small  ressels,  to  enforce  the  obserrauce  of  that  Couvcution." 
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to  deprive  tlie  American  fishermen  of  their  accustomed  lisliin: 
•^rounds  and  means  of  livelihood,  she  acquiesced  in  the  propose; 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  temporary  issue  of  aiinuii 
licenses  to  fish  on  payment  of  a  nominal  fee.  This  scliem 
proved  a  failure.  At  first  a  considerable  number  of  license- 
were  taken  out,  but,  in  18G8,  when  the  fee  was  increased  tn 
sum  which,  although  still  moderate,  bore  some  proportion  to  tii 
privilege  it  represented,  the  number  rapidly  declined,  until, ;; 
1869,  only  twenty-five  licenses  were  issued.  Meanwhile  t!i 
number  of  United  States  fishing-vessels  plying  their  calliiu 
within  the  territorial  waters  of  Canada  showed  no  signs  > 
diminution.  In  other  words,  the  United  States  fisherme:; 
insisted  on  forcing  themselves  into  our  waters  without  "  Icav 
or  license."  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  tli 
Dominion  Government,  after  consultation  with  the  Imperii; 
authorities,  resolved  to  do  away  with  the  license  system  alt- 
gether,  and  to  exclude  foreigners  from  fishing  in  Canadia:; 
waters.  This  policy  was  announced  by  an  Order  in  Council  i; 
the  8th  of  January,  1870,  and  a  sm.all  fleet  of  cruisers  w,i- 
chartered  and  equipped  in  defence  of  the  fisheries.  Then  cam 
the  recurrence,  in  an  aggravated  form,  of  all  the  troubles  whii  i. 
had  taken  place  before  the  Keciprocity  Treaty  of  1854.  Ther' 
were  invasions  of  our  waters,  personal  confliicts  between  o;;. 
fishermen  and  American  crews,  destruction  of  nets,  seizure  an 
condemnation  of  vessels,  and  intense  consequent  irritation  mi 
both  sides. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  controversy  Canada  condni  to- 
herself  with  studied  moderation,  indulging  in  no  overstrainei 
assertion  of  any  right,  and  avoiding,  so  far  as  possible,  am 
appearance  of  harshness,  or  a  desire  to  push  things  to  e.xtremiv 
With  this  object  in  view,  she  refrained  from  makinj^  an^ 
seizures  within  bays,  or  raising  the  "  headland  question,"  whic: 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  while  sustaining  the  contention  >; 
Canada,  wished  to  be  left  in  abeyance.  So  also  with  the  assci- 
tion  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  American  vessels  to  enter  m 
ports  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  under  pretence  of  which  tin} 
habitually  invaded  our  fishing  grounds  and  fished  in  our  water? 
The  Canadian  Government  had  the  clear  words  of  the  Treaty  i! 
1818  in  support  of  their  contention,  that  the  United  State; 
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lir,liermeu  were  granted  adraisaion  to  our  harbours  "for  the 
purpose  of  shelter  and  of  repairing  damages  therein,  of  pur- 
chasing wood,  and  of  obtaining  water,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever/'  They  were  supported  by  precedent,  for  previous  to 
18.'i4  numerous  seizures  and  detentions  of  foreign  fishing  vessels 
had  taken  place,  for  the  offence  of  entering  Canadian  ports  for 
purposes  other  than  those  expressly  permitted  by  the  Treaty  of 
1818.*  Yet  (Janada,  while  as.serting  the  right  to  exclude  fishing 
vessels  from  its  harbours  and  ports,  took  no  measures  to  enforce 
it.  This  policy  of  conciliation  was  imposed  by  Sir  John  Mac- 
(liinaltl,  who  adhered  to  it  under  circumstances  of  great  provo- 
cation, partly  because  of  its  inherent  soundness,  and  partly 
l)ecanse  it  suited  the  game  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  whose 
countenance  and  support  he  well  knew  it  was  essential  t  j  retain. 

It  does  not  seem  as  though  all  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
colleagues  shared  their  leader's  view  of  the  necessity  for  this 
extreme  moderation.  When,  by  reason  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
illness,  the  restraining  hand  was  no  longer  felt,  Canada's 
despatches  took  a  loftier  tone,  and  a  vigorous  policy  of  exclusion 
was  decided  on.  On  Sir  John  Macdonald's  resuming  command 
in  October,  more  moderate  counsels  again  prevailed.! 

On  more  than  one  occasion  the  Canadian  Government  had 
expressed  to  the  United  States  its  desire  to  renew  the  reciprocity 
arrangement  of  18.14,  but  always  without  success.  Besides  the 
lisheries  there  were  other  questions  at  issue  between  the 
dominion  and  the  United  States,  notably  Canada's  claim  arising 
out  of  the  armed  invasions  of  this  country  by  American  citizens, 
known  as  tho  Fenian  raids.  The  loss  and  damage  to  the 
Dominion,  and  to  many  of  its  law-abiding  citizens,  occasioned 

♦  Sec  Vice  Adniinil  Soyinoiir's  letter  of  tlie  12tli  of  July,  ISo'i,  to  thn  Aclniini.s- 
tratnr  (il  the  (iovernmeut  of  Nova  Scotiii ;  also  "  Instnictious  by  the  Hon.  Josi'])!) 
Ildwc.  IViiviiu'iiil  SiTi-ftary  of  Noya  Scotin,"  dated  Aufrust  28,  18.V2. 

t  "  We  liiivc  discussed  tlie  sulijoet  of  the  exclusion  of  American  lisheniien  from 
("iiimdiiui  fnidiu!;  ])orts  in  ('.<)uucil,  and  hayo  come  to  the  conclusion,  tluit  we  will  not 
I'lr  till'  |)i("iiiit  entorce  iiny  such  exclusion,  the  tishinjj  vessels  of  course  lu'lii^'  suhject  to 
all  till'  rc;;iiliitiiins  and  restrictions  to  which  foreifrn  tradiufj;  vessels  are  suhject  in  our 
piirt".  All  Order  in  Conneil  to  this  effect  will  pass  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  pr-'pare 
;i  itiKirt  (HI  tlie  mittter.  which  will  be  in  a  day  or  two.  Meanwhile,  perhaps,  il 
wmilil  lie  Will  for  Your  Excellency  to  write  to  Sir  Edward  Thorntmi  to  that  effect, 
i  tiilil  Vim  at  .Spencer  Wood  that  Council  bad  been  poin;;  too  fast,  and  that  there 
w:is  11  wiiy  nut  of  the  diHicultv."  (From  Sir  .John  Macdouald  to  His  Excellency  tiie 
•iovcruortnneiiil,  dated  Ottawa,  October  31,  1S70.) 
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l)y  these  wanton  and  unprovoked  attacks  were  very  consider- 
able, and  the  propriety  of  demanding  reparation  for  them  at  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  was  strongly  pressed  upon  Hei 
Majesty's  Government. 

In  addition  to  Canada's  giievances,  England  herself  was 
engaged  about  this  time  in  a  controversy  with  the  United  States, 
over  the  "  Alabama  claims,"  which  threatened  the  gravest  con- 
sequences. In  the  amicable  settlement  of  this  dispute,  Cauadi 
was  deeply  concerned,  for  in  the  event  of  war  between  the  two 
powers  this  country  would  inevitably  be  the  battle  ground  and 
chief  sufferer. 

For  many  reasons,  therefore.  Sir  John  Macdonald  welcomed 
the  announcement,  made  early  in  1871,  that  an  agreement  had 
been  arrived  at  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
whereby  all  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  Governments 
were  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Joint  Higli  Com- 
mission, to  assemble  in  Washington  without  delay. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  TREATY   OF   WASHINGTOX. 
1871. 

••«HES'  SOME  OSE  WRITES  JIV  BIOOnAPIIY— IF  I  AM  EVEn  TIIOUOHT  WOHTllY 
OF  HAVIXH  KUCII  AN  ISTERESTINO  DOCUMENT  PREPARED — AND  WHEN, 
AS  A  MATTER  OK  HISTORY,  THE  QUESTIONS  CONNECTED  WITH  THIS 
TREATY  ARE  UPHELD,  IT  WILL  BE  FOUND  THAT,  UPON  THIS,  AS  WELL 
AS    UI-ON    EVERY   OTHER    POINT,   I    DID    ALL    I    COULD    TO    PROTECT    THE 

KiGHTS  AND  CLAIMS  OF  THE  DOMINION." — Speech  of  Sir  John  Macdonakl 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  May  3,  1872. 

I  NOW  come  to  the  consideration  of  a  subject,  in  respect  (»f 
which,  more  than  any  other  single  event  of  his  public  life, 
Sir  John  Macdonakl  desired  that  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
it  should  be  made  known  to  the  world.  Impervious,  as  a  rule, 
to  the  attacks  of  his  opponents,  he  cared  little  for  any  accusa- 
tions they  might  bring  against  him.  Yet  this  rule  had  its 
exception,  for  the  charge  made  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
Globe,  and  taken  up  by  the  Opposition,  both  in  and  out  of 
Parliament,  that,  in  the  negotiations  which  led  to  the  Treaty 
of  Washington,  he  had  betrayed  the  interests  of  Canadsi, 
wounded  him  deeply.  That  he  had  compromised  principle 
for  the  sake  of  office ;  that  he  had  sold  a  charter ;  that,  over- 
whelmed with  remorse  for  his  crimes,  he  had  committed 
suicide :  these,  and  a  thousand  other  calumnies  equally  odious, 
never  seemed  to  have  the  slightest  effect  upon  him ;  but  tlio 
imputation  of  having  failed  in  his  duty  at  Washington,  ho 
never  forgot. 

"Take  care  of  those  papers,"  he  said  to  me  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death,  referring  to  his  correspondence  with  Dr. 
Tupper,  while  in  Washington ;   "  they  will  be   of  great   use 
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some  tlay."  At  that  time  I  had  jiot  studied  their  content^, 
nor  was  it  until  I  carefully  read  his  speech,  submitting  tlie 
treaty  to  the  Canadian  Parliament  for  ratification,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  uttered  the  words  placed  at  the  hoad  ot 
this  chapter,  that  I  realized  the  oblij,'ation  laid  upon  me  when 
he  placed  these  papers  in  my  hands.  This  (hity  I  miist  now 
endeavour  to  fulfil  as  best  I  can. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  Sir  John  learned  through  tlie 
(Jovernor  (leneral  that  the  sugf^estion,  made  in  the  tirst 
instance  by  Canada,  of  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  H'v/w 
Commission  to  adjust  all  differences  between  Great  Dritain 
and  tlie  United  States  had  been  adopted.  Lord  Lisgur,  ut 
the  same  time,  informed  him  of  the  desire  of  Her  ^lajestys 
Government  that  he  should  form  one  of  that  important 
tribunal,  and  requested,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Kimberley,  an 
expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  asking  Sir 
John  Hose  to  act  in  a  similar  capacity. 

Hespeoting  the  latter  suggestion,  Sir  John  Macdonald'> 
answer  was  at  once  forthcoming.  Though  an  intimate  friend, 
of  wliose  loyalty  to  Canada  and  himself  he  had  no  more  doult 
than  of  his  inherent  fitness  for  the  position,  Sir  John  felt 
bound  to  inform  the  Imperial  Government  that  Sir  John  Ito<e 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  the  people  as  their  representative 
on  the  Commission.  Not  only  was  he  not  a  Canadian  by 
birth,  but  he  had  become  permanently  resident  in  England. 
In  addition  to  this  disqualification,  the  chief  objection  to  him 
lay  1.1  the  fact  that  he  was  partner  in  an  American  banking 
house,  which  had  not  the  most  remote  connection  with  Canada. 
As  regards  himself.  Sir  John  Macdonald  wrote : — 

"I  have  thought  over  Lord  Kimberley's  proposition  that 
I  should  act  on  the  Joint  Commission  with  the  United  States 
on  Fishery  and  other  matters.  I  am  a  good  deal  embarrassed 
Ijy  my  not  being  able  to  communicate  with  my  colleagues  on 
the  subject.  My  first  impression  was  that  it  would  be  better 
for  Canada  not  to  be  represented  on  such  a  Commission.  But 
then  we  must  consider  that,  if  Canada  allowed  the  matter  to 
go  by  default,  and  left  its  interests  to  be  adjudicated  upon  and 
settled  by  a  Commission  composed  exclusively  of  Americans 
having  an  adverse  interest,  and  Englishmen  having  little  or 
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110  interest  in  <Vana(la,  the  ( loverninent  here  would  be  very 
much  censured  if  the  result  were  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights  ol' 
the  Dominion.  England  would  at  once  say  that  the  ofter 
to  be  represented  on  the  (commission  was  made  to  Canada, 
and  that  ic  was  declined.  Surrounded  with  difficulties  as  the 
matter  seems  to  be,  I  think  that,  perhaps,  the  best  answer 
10  be  given  is  this :  that  1  will  act  on  getting  the  consent  of 
my  colleagues,  and  Loril  Kimberley  might  be  requested  not 
to  decide  the  matter  until  you  have  an  opportunity  of  writing 
him  on  the  subject.  If  the  points  of  agreement  and  ditterence 
k'tween  England  a'id  Canada  on  the  Fishery  question  wen; 
>uttled  it  would  all  be  plain  sailing,  especially  if,  as  I  presume 
would  be  the  case,  any  convention  would  be  inoperative  until 
ratified  by  the  respective  Governments.  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  diiference  of  opinion,  the  only  divergence,  as  yet, 
Ijeing  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  rights  of  Canada  should 
be  enforced."  * 

In  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  his  colleagues,  that 
(Canada  should  be  represented  in  the  negotiations,  Sir  John, 
with  jnany  misgivings,  finally  acquiesced  in  the  proposal  that 
he  .should  form  one  of  the  Commission.  The  original  proposi- 
tion was  that  this  Commission  should  consist  of  three  members 
on  each  side.  The  number  was  subsequently  increased  to  five, 
a  change  which,  in  the  ojiinion  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  obliged 
him  again  to  take  the  view  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  whether  he 
-hould  accept,  the  original  consent  of  his  colleagues  having 
been  given  to  his  forming  one  of  three.  "With  one  voice  they 
said  he  should  adhere  to  his  acceptance.  On  the  22  nd  of 
February  he  writes  to  Sir  John  Kose:  "I  contemplate  my 
visit  to  Washington  with  a  good  deal  of  anxiety.  If  anything 
;'oe.s  wrong  I  shall  be  made  the  scape-goat ;  at  all  events,  so 
tar  as  Canada  is  concerned.  However,  I  thought  that  after 
all  Canada  has  done  for  me,  I  should  not  shirk  the  responsi- 
bility." Sir  John  had  another  reason  for  hesitation.  His 
acceptance  would  involve  his  absence  during  a  session  of 
Parhament,  in  which  event  the  leadership  of  the  House  would 
fall  on  Sir  George  Cartier,  who,  principally  for  reasons  arising 

*  From  Sir  John  ^lacdonulil  lo  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  dated 
OUawa,  Febninry  4,  1871. 
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out  of  the  lamentable  occurrence  at  lied  River  in  the  precediaL- 
year  (for  which  he  was  in  no  way  responsible,  and  which  In 
<,'reatly  deplored),  had,  to  some  extent,  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  Ontario  members.  Sir  John's  forebodings  in  this  respect 
proved  only  too  true.  Many  a  time  have  I  heard  him  say 
that,  to  his  absence  from  Parliament  in  1871,  he  ascribed  his 
defeat  in  1873.  For  these  reasons  it  was  with  no  very  light 
heart  that  he  left  Ottawa  for  Washington  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  of  February,  accompanied  by  Lady  Macdonald. 

Tlie  British  Commissioners  were  received  with  much 
hospitality  by  the  President  and  his  Ministers.  Sir  John 
thus  describes  his  meeting  with  various  leading  men  of  the 
day: — 

"We  found  Sir  Edward  Thornton's  carriage  and  one  of 
his  attaches,  the  Honourable  IMr.  Trench,  awaiting  us  at  i\\v 
station.  We  have  comfortable  quarters  at  the  Arlington,  but 
the  Commissioners  have  established  a  bachelors'  Hall  of  theii 
own,  which  will  be  gay  enough,  as  Lord  de  Grey  is  known  tu 
be  hospitable,  and  has  brought  his  cook  with  him.  In  company 
with  Sir  Edward,  on  Wednesday  I  called  upon  Mr.  Fish,  with 
whom  I  had  a  short  conversation,  and  subsequently  visited 
the  American  Commissioners,  viz.  General  Schenck,  Juilge 
Nelson  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Hoar  of  Massachusett>, 
and  Senator  Williams.  1  also  called  with  Sir  Edward  on 
Charles  Sumner.  He  is  very  much  broken  in  health,  and 
looks  as  if  he  were  not  going  to  last  long.  He  was,  howevei, 
full  of  agreeable  conversation,  and  we  talked  about  a  great 
many  people  whom  we  both  knew.  I  subsequently  went  with 
Thornton  lo  Mrs.  Fish's  reception,  where  I  met  and  was  intro- 
duced to  a  number  of  people,  and  afterwards  called  upon 
Mrs.  Colfax,  the  wife  of  the  Vice-President.  All  the  Com- 
missioners and  a  number  of  other  swells  dined  with  Mr.  Tish 
on  that  day.  Of  course,  I  saw  Lord  de  Grey  and  the  othci 
English  Commissioners  during  the  day.  This  ends  Wednesday's 
record. 

"About  mid-day  the  whole  of  the  British  Commissioners 
visited  the  Capitol,  General  Schenck  acting  as  cicerone,  and  we 
were  introduced  on  the  floor  of  both  Houses.  While  in  tie 
Senate  we  shook  hands  with  most  of  the  Senators,  and  had 
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more  or  less  talk  with  them.  Tliey  uU  i)r<)fe.ssed  the  .strongest 
hopes  that  the  negotiations  might  result  iu  a  permanent  treaty. 
The  jfjke  was,  that  before  going  into  the  Senate,  General  Schenck 
said  he  would  send  for  a  Senator  to  conduct  us,  and  he  sent  for 
Chandler  of  Michigan,  telling  him  that  the  IJritish  Lion  was 
waiting  for  him,  and  he  must  come  out  and  confront  him. 
Chandler  was  very  civil,  and  did  the  honours  with  great  kind- 
ness. In  the  evening  we  dined  with  Lord  de  Grey,  a  .sort  of 
family  party  of  our  own,  and  went  thence  to  a  reception  at 
Lidy  Thornton's,  where  we  met  only  the  Corps  Diplomatique 
and  their  wives. 

"IJefore  we  met  we  were  present  at  a  most  interesting 
cereniony.  We  went  to  tlie  House  of  Representatives  and  were 
iidinitted  to  the  floor — the  Diplomatic  Gallery,  where  we  liavu 
seats  of  right,  having  been  given  up  for  the  nonce  to  the  ladies. 
Kxactly  at  12  o'clock  Mr.  Blaine,  the  Speaker,  delivered  a  short 
and  very  neat  valedictory,  bidding  the  41st  Congress  good-bye, 
thanking  them  for  their  kinJuivj-i  and  .support  to  him,  and 
complimenting  them  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
performed  their  duties.  It  was  altogether  very  well  done. 
Thereupon  they  adjourned,  and  about  fifty  old  members  walked 
uut  and  fifty  young  ones  walked  in.  The  Speaker  left  the  Chair, 
lie  having  ceased  to  be  Speaker,  and  the  Clerk  took  possession 
and  called  the  roll.  He  then  called  upon  them  to  elect  a 
Speaker.  IJlaine  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans,  and  a 
Mr.  Morton  by  the  Democrats.  Blaine,  as  it  was  known  he 
would  be,  was  elected,  the  vote  being  126  to  93,  and  this  vote 
shows  pretty  accurately  the  comparative  strength  of  the  parties. 
So  you  see  that  the  Democrats  have  gained  considerably  on 
their  opponents.  The  new  Speaker,  on  being  conducted  to  the 
Chair,  made  another  very  neat  speech  of  thanks,  and  took 
occasion  to  refer  in  very  fitting  and  complimentary  terms  to 
the  Commission,  with  an  earnest  hope  that  their  action  would 
result  in  permanent  peace  between  the  two  nations. 

"  L^st  night  we  had  another  official  dinner  at  Lord  de  Grey's, 
where  all  the  Commissioners  dined.  General  Sherman  was 
present.  He  seems  to  be  a  remarkably  agreeable  person,  and 
is  wonderfully  popular  here.  At  half-past  eleven  on  Monday, 
•Sir  Stafford  and  I  are  to  be  presented  to  the  President,  and  at 


ill 


90       MEMOIRS   OF  SIR   JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.    [Chap.  XX. 

noon  the  Commission  will  sit.  It  is  intended  that  we  should 
meet  every  day  at  the  same  hour,  so  our  time  will  be  pretty 
well  occupied. 

"  When  at  the  House  yesterday,  I  was  introduced  to  Ben 
Butler.  He  talked  very  pleasantly,  and  told  us  some  ver}- 
amusing  anecdotes  apropos  of  the  Parliamentary  practice  in  the 
House.  Among  other  things,  he  told  us  that  Saturday  is  given 
up  to  members  who  desire  to  make  buncombe  speeches  for  their 
constituents.  The  Speaker  usually  makes  it  a  holiday,  and 
appoints  somebody  else  to  take  his  place.  Frequently  the 
speakers  have  an  audience  of  from  six  to  twenty,  and  sometimes 
by  agreement  the  speeches  are  handed  in  without  being  read, 
and  appear  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  the  American  Hansard. 
This  plan,  he  says,  has  had  its  inconveniences.  On  one  occa,sion 
a  speech  turned  out  to  be  a  violent  personal  attack  upon 
Sumner.  It  appears,  too,  that  they  have  professional  penny-a- 
liners,  who  write  speeches  for  illiterate  members.  One  of  these 
.gentry  sold  the  same  speech  to  two  mefnbers.  It  was  handed 
in  by  both,  and  appeared  twice  in  the  same  Globe.  I  think  this 
is  gossip  enough  for  one  letter."  * 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  another  letter  to  Doctor  Tapper, 
from  which  I  make  a  quotation  : — 

"  Since  writing  my  account  of  our  doings  here,  I  have  seen 
Lord  de  ( rrey.  He  has  had  an  unofficial  conversation  with  ii 
leading  statesman  here,  and  thought  it  of  sufficient  importance 
to  come  down  here  after  church  and  mention  it  to  me.  I  now 
send  it  on  to  you,  but  cannot  mention  the  name  of  the  states- 
man, as  I  have  but  little  confidence  in  the  Post  Office  here. 

"  Tliis  man  said  that  there  would  doubtless  be  a  good  deal 
of  gas  talked  about  the  fisheries.  That  without  any  question 
as  to  the  right,  the  United  States  must  have  the  inshore 
fisheries,  but  were  ready  to  pay  for  them.  Lord  de  Grey  very 
jiroperly  said  that  he  had  no  instructions  on  that  matter,  but 
would,  of  course,  submit  any  proposition  for  the  consideration 
of  liis  Government.  He  asked  if  the  United  States  were  ready 
for  a  renewal  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  on  the  same  forms  as 
before.  The  man  replied  that  he  did  not  think  Congress  could 
be  brought  to  sanction  anything  of  the  kind  just  now,  but  what 

*  To  the  IIou.  Clmrles  Tiippcr,  dated  "Washiugton,  March  0,  1871. 
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he  alluded  to  was  a  pecuniary  equivalent.  There  the  conversa- 
tion ended. 

"  I  told  Lord  de  Grey  we  had  not  even  taken  into  considera- 
tion any  other  equivalent,  but  that  of  enlarged  commercial 
intercourse  in  the  direction  of  reciprocity,  and  as  nearly 
approaching  the  old  Eeciprocity  Treaty  as  the  exigencies  of  tho 
U.S.  revenue  would  permit.  That  I  did  not  at  all  know  how 
a  money  payment  would  be  received,  but  my  impression  was 
that  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  for  Canada  to  surrender,  for 
all  time  to  come,  her  fishery  rights  for  any  compensation,  how- 
ever great.  That  we  had  no  right  to  injure  posterity  by  de- 
l)riving  Canada,  either  as  a  dependency  or  as  a  nation,  of  her 
tisheries,  and  in  my  opinion  any  surrender  must  be  for  a  term 
iif  years  renewable  by  either  party,  or,  what  would  be  preferable, 
for  an  unspecified  period,  but  liable  to  be  terminated  by  either 
]iarty.  That  the  fisheries  were  valuable  in  themselves,  and  would , 
with  increasing  population,  ])ecome  annually  of  more  value  ; 
but  the  value  of  the  catch  was  of  less  consequence  than  the 
means  which  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fisheries  gave  us 
of  improving  our  position  as  a  maritime  power.  That  Canada 
possessed  infinitely  more  valuable  fisheries  than  the  United 
States,  with  better  harbours,  and  if  we  pursued  the  exclusive; 
system  vigorously,  we  might  run  a  winning  race  with  the  U.S. 
as  a  maritime  power.  That  were  our  fishing-grounds  used  iii 
common  by  our  own  and  American  fishermen,  the  latter  would 
t'njoy  the  same  training-school  as  ourselves,  etc.,  etc. 

"  I  said,  however,  that  I  would  write  in  general  terms  to 
Ottawa,  and  get  the  views  of  my  colleagues  on  this  branch  of 
the  question,  that  is,  supposing  the  Canadian  fishing  rights 
admitted  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  reciprocity  to  the  full  extent 
refused,  Avlint  other  equivalent  would  be  a  sulficient  inducement 
to  Canada  to  restore  the  liberty  of  fishing  in  our  inshore 
waters  ? 

"  Let  me  ask  you  to  submit  this  letter  in  the  strictest  con- 
tiilence  to  Council,  and  lot  me  have  some  general  expression  of 
Kpinion  for  my  guidance,  should  the  question  be  put  to  the 
British  Commissioners." 

On  the  8th  of  March  Sir  John  instructed  his  Government 
I" '  able  the  Colonial  Otlice  to  the  effect  that  Canada  considered 
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liie  inshore  fisheries  her  propert}--,  and  that  they  could  not  be 
.sold  without  her  consent.  To  this  telegram  the  Colonial 
Minister  replied  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  never  had 
siny  intention  of  selling  the  inshore  fisheries  of  Canada  without 
Jier  consent. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  Sir  John  wrote  to  Dr.  Tupper  :— 

"  It  was  a  most  fortunate  thought  to  send  a  telegram  to 
Lord  Kimberley,  as  on  my  expression  of  disinclination  to  entt  i 
upon  the  question  of  sale  or  lease  of  the  fisheries,  communica- 
tion was  had  with  Lord  Granville,  who  authorized  the  Com- 
mission to  discuss  tae  question  of  sale,  at  the  same  tinn." 
expressing  a  preference  for  a  sale  in  perpetuity.  Upon  thi> 
I  produced  Lord  Ivimberley's  answer,  which  was  a  floonr. 
Lord  de  Grey  is  now  doubtless  communicating  with  Lord 
Granville  as  to  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  his  state- 
ijient  and  that  of  Lord  Kimberley," 

On  the  21st  of  March  he  wrote : — 

"  The  result  of  Lord  do  Grey's  communication  with  Lonl 
Granville,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  was  an  instruction 
to  j)roceed  with  the  negotiations  for  the  settlement  of  tlie 
lisheries,  but  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  treaty  that  its  provisiun> 
would  be  subject  to  ratification  by  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

"This  instruction,  though  satisfactory  in  some  respects 
jdaces  me  in  an  exceedingly  embarrassing  position.  If  a 
majority  of  my  colleagues  should  at  any  time  conclude  tn 
accept  terms  which  I  do  not  approve  of,  I  must,  of  course, 
either  protest  and  withdraw,  or  remain  on  the  Commission  and 
trust  to  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Canada. 

"  If  I  take  the  first  course,  it  will  disclose  to  the  Americans 
the  existence  of  a  difference  of  opinion — a  conflict,  in  fact, 
between  Canada  and  England.  This  the  Americans  are  anxious 
to  establish,  in  order  to  get  up  a  sort  of  quarrel  between  tho 
two,  and  to  strengthen  that  party  in  England  which  desires  tu 
get  rid  of  the  colonies  as  a  burden. 

"  If  I  continue  to  act  on  the  Commission  I  shall  be  attacked 
for  making  an  unworthy  sacrifice  of  Canada's  rights,  and  may 
be  compelled  to  vote  in  Parliament  against  a  treaty  which  I 
had  a  share  in  making.  I  must  manage  matters,  however,  a> 
best  I  can,  according  to  circumstances.  .  .  . 
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"I  forgot  to  say,  by  the  way,  that  Lord  de  Grey  took 
(iccasion  to  let  them  know  that  any  fishery  treaty  must  be 
ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Canada.  This,  Mr.  Fish  said, 
iniuht  be  productive  of  much  delay  and  inconvenience,  and 
lie,  or  one  of  them  said,  they  thought  they  were  dealing  with 
the  r.ritisli  Empire  and  not  with  Canada. 

"Lord  de  Grey  replied  that  he  felt  bound  to  give  them 
notice  of  the  fact  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  had  giveu 
us  notice  at  the  commencement  of  our  negotiation,  that  any 
treaty  tliat  might  be  settled  upon  would  be  subject  to  the 
ratification  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Fish  asked  if  it  would  also  bo 
subject  to  ratification  by  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfound- 
land? 

"To  this  Lord  de  Grey  replied  that  he  could  not  answer 
tlicm  at  once,  as  he  was  not  sufficiently  apprised  of  the  con- 
stitution of  those  two  islands.  I  did  not  choose  to  enlighten 
iliera  upon  the  point,  as  I  think  it  well  to  keep  the  case  of 
Canada  separate.  If  we  come  to  any  satisfactory  treaty, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  have  it  limited  to  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  so  that  if  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland 
desire  the  advantages  of  the  treaty  they  must  come  int(» 
Confederation. 

"  I  do  not  think  there  is  tlie  least  chance  of  their  giving 
us  the  coasting  trade.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  will  even 
iiiiree  to  free  coasting  in  our  inland  waters.  Having  nearly 
made  up  my  mind  that  the  Americans  want  everything,  and 
will  give  us  nothing  in  exchange,  one  of  my  chief  aims  now 
is  to  convince  the  British  Commissioners  of  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  the  Yankees.  This  they  are  beginning  to  find  out,  and 
are  a  good  deal  disappointed. 

"  I  have  taken  strong  grounds  with  my  colleagues,  that  it 
would  be  exceedingly  unwise  to  agree  to  any  terms,  which  it 
is  not  reasonably  probable  would  be  accepted  by  Canada, 
as,  should  any  treaty  be  made,  and  afterwards  rejected  by 
mir  Parliament,  the  feeling  of  irritation  would  be  greatly 
intensified." 

On  the  22nd  of  March  Sir  John  telegraphed  Dr.  Tupper  as 
tollows : — 

"  On  ^londay  we  resumed  Fishery  question,  and  repeated 
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our  desire  to  obtain  Reciprocity  Treaty  in  principle  as  an 
equivalent.  Americans  stated  that  was  impossible,  but  offered 
one  million  dollars  for  the  fisheries  in  perpetuity.  We  could 
not  agree  to  this.  To-day  discussion  continued.  We  offerel 
to  take  free  fish,  salt,  coal,  lumber,  and  coasting  trade.  Tliev 
refused  the  coasting  trade  at  once.  We  then  offered  to  leavt 
out  the  coasting  trade,  and  take  instead  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
settled  hereafter.  After  long  consideration  they  offered  free 
coal  and  salt,  and  free  admission  into  their  market  of  mackerel. 
herring,  and  cod ;  also  to  allow  lumber  free  from  1st  -^alv, 
187G.  And  they  desired  mutual  free  fishing  in  the  lake?  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  above  St.  Eegis,  but  not  in  the  streams  fallin<: 
into  them.  They  admit  that  coal  and  salt  must  be  free  in 
December  next.  We  think  they  may  be  induced  to  conseiu 
to  make  all  fish  free,  and  perhaps  to  free  lumber  at  an  early 
date.  They  refuse  any  additional  money  payment.  All  tlus 
was  to  be  for  a  term  of  years  to  be  agreed  upon,  and  on  two 
years'  notice  afterwards.  I  do  not  think  it  likely  they  will 
offer  better  terms.  Please  send  me  decision  of  Council."  * 
On  the  29th  of  March  he  wrote  Doctor  Tupper : — 
"  My  long  telegram  of  the  22nd  will  have  informed  you 
of  the  state  of  fishery  matters  up  to  that  time.  You  may 
imagine  that  my  position  was  exceedingly  embarrassing'.  In 
our  separate  caucuses  my  colleagues  were  continually  pressini; 
me  to  yield — in  fact,  I  had  no  backer,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
stand  out,  and,  I  am  afraid,  to  make  myself  extremely  dis- 
agreeable to  them. 

"  In  order,  however,  to  show  that  I  would  go  as  fur  a> 
possible,  I  consented  that  we  should  ofl'or  to  accept  free  coal, 
.salt,  fish,  lumber,  and  the  coasting  trade,  in  exchange  for  the 
fisheries.  I  had  ascertained,  almost  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
coasting  trade  would  be  refused.  If,  however,  it  had  been 
accepted,  I  think  the  bargain  would  not  have  been  a  bad  oiu'. 
as  we  would  very  soon  have  absorbed  all  the  coasting  trade  on 

*  This  wns  answcrctl  on  the  24th.  "  Council  considci-a  terms  offorod  in  ymi 
tcloprum  of  the  2'2n(l  iiro  m  iiinclcqunto  to  tlio  vahin  ot  tlio  fisheries  of  (Juiiaila,  \h'- 
no  Gdvorument  couhl  carry  a  proposal  so  obnoxious  to  tlio  ])L'oplo  tiirougli  mi 
Parliament.  Althoufrh  very  anxious  to  nettle  this  question,  surh  a  solution  wmili 
only  make  matters  worse,  as  preat  irritation  nubt  follow  tlie  certain  rejection,  by  tin 
I'urliameut  of  Canada,  of  the  tei-ms  proposed." 
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the  lakes  and  that  portion  of  the  Atlantic  which  they  would 
have  f^iven  us  :  probably  to  the  36th  or  39th  parallel. 

"I  always  held  that  even  with  coasting  trade  the  equiva- 
lent was  insufficient,  and  that  it  must  be  supplemented  in 
some  way.  The  offer  was,  however,  as  I  anticipated,  declined 
without  a  moment's  consideration.  Mr.  Fish  said,  and  saitl 
truly,  that,  with  our  advantages  of  cheap  ships  and  cheap 
labour,  we  would  get  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  coasting 
trade,  and  drive  them  from  their  own  waters. 

"They  then  made  the  counter  proposition  mentioned  in 
my  telegram,  oflfering  free  coal  and  salt,  and  free  mackerel, 
herring,  and  cod.  Also  to  allow  lumber  free  from  the  1st  July, 
1876,  and  claiming  mutual  free  fishing  in  the  lakes  and  the 
St.  Lawrence. 

"On  the  23rd  the  question  of  the  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  canals  was  taken  up.  The  Americans  said 
that  they  considered  that  the  free  navigation  of  Lakes  ]\licliigaii 
and  Champlain,  the  use  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Canal  and  of 
the  canal  at  the  St.  Clair  Flats,  would  be  an  equivaleiit  for  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  the  use  of  our  canals  on  equal  terms  with 
our  own  people. 

"A  long  discussion  followed,  in  which  I,  with  Mr,  Fish, 
took  the  principal  part.  I  argued  that  the  navigation  of  thi; 
St.  Lawrence,  in  its  natural  state,  should  be  considered  as  an 
equivalent  for  Lake  ]\Iichigan.  That  wo  had  the  same  right 
to  navigate  Lake  Champlain  as  we  had  Lake  Ontario,  neither 
more  nor  less.  That  by  the  Ashburtou  Treaty  we  had  the 
same  right  to  use  all  the  channels  through  the  St.  Clair  Flats 
as  the  Americans,  and  if  they  (the  Americans)  chose  to  improve 
any  one  of  those  channels  by  artificial  means,  they  could  not 
deprive  us  of  the  right  to  use  them,  though  they  might  have 
a  fair  claim  to  a  contribution  to  the  cost  of  construction.  That 
the  only  thing  that  remained  was  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Canal 
of  one  mile,  against  our  Wclland  and  St.  Lawrence  canals  of 
seventy  miles. 

"Mr.  Fish,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  expressed  iiis 
•lesire  that  our  canals  should  be  deepened  to  fourteen  feet,  and 
spoke  of  our  agreeing  to  do  so.  I  asked  what  consideration 
would  be  given  us  by  the  United  States  for  such  an  obligation. 
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He  said  that  the  American  shipping  would  use  our  canak 
much  more  than  our  own  would,  and  that  a  fair  toll  mifLt 
he  agreed  upon,  not  discriminating,  however,  which  would  h. 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  canals  in  good  repair  and  form  h 
sinking  fund  to  pay  off  the  debt.  That  that  would  be  a  fair 
contribution  from  the  ITnited  States  towards  the  construction. 

"  I  replied  that  we  had  no  present  intention  of  putting  on 
a  discriminating  toll,  but  we  should,  unless  fully  compensatdi, 
reserve  the  right  of  dealing  with  that  subject  as  we  thought 
best.  That,  if  the  canals  were  enlarged,  it  would  be  for  our 
interest  to  draw  as  much  trade  as  possible  through  them  into 
«)ur  waters,  and  the  United  States  might  fairly  leave  the 
([uestion  of  tolls  to  our  judgment.  That  there  was  no  morf 
reason  why  Canada  should  not  make  a  profit  out  of  her  canal> 
than  the  State  of  New  York  out  of  hers.  That,  with  respect 
to  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Canal,  the  report  of  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, which  I  had  just  received,  enabled  me  to  state 
that  Canada  could  construct  one  for  $550,000,  and  that, 
probably,  we  should  think  it  better  to  go  to  that  expen.se,  at 
all  events,  so  as  to  have  a  connected  water  route  by  lake,  river, 
and  canal  in  our  country. 

"  I  made  no  allusion  to  the  stoppage  of  the  Chicora,  it 
might  have  led  to  an  annoying  discussion,  and  would  have 
answered  no  good  purpose.  After  a  great  deal  of  desultory 
talk  we  adjourned  without  coming  to  any  conclusion. 

"The  British  Commissioners  had  a  meeting  after  the 
adjournment,  and  I  found  they  were  in  favour  of  cediii,' 
the  fisheries  for  ten  years,  with  two  years'  notice — that  is  to 
say,  for  twelve  years  certain — in  exchange  for  coal,  salt,  fish, 
and  lumber;  hence  my  great  desire  to  get  your  answer  to 
my  telegram  of  the  22nd.  It  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  but  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  Conference  on  that 
day. 

"On  the  25th  I  thought  it  better  to  see  Lord  de  Grey 
alone  before  our  usual  meeting  at  11  a.m.  I  placed  in  his 
hands  my  message  of  the  22nd  and  your  answer,  thus  giving; 
him  distinct  notice  of  the  opinion  of  the  Canadian  Governraenl. 
I  proceeded  to  state  my  own  objections  as  a  Commissiouer, 
and  that  I  could  not  concur  in  the  proposition,  and  I  desiml 
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he  should  consider  this  as  a  formal  statement  of  non-con- 
currence on  my  part.  He  consented  to  my  putting  it  in 
writing. 

"I  suggested  the  expediency,  in  order  to  induce  the 
Americans  to  grant  more  liberal  terms,  of  his  stating  to  them 
wlien  we  met  that  it  was  not  likely  the  present  offer  would 
be  accepted  by  Canada.  He  said  that  might  lead  to  an 
argument  which  would  disclose  the  existence  of  a  divergence 
of  opinion  between  Canada  and  England,  which  would  be 
certain  to  make  the  Americans  hold  more  firmly  to  their 
point.    I  therefore  left  that  to  his  better  judgment. 

"  I  then  placed  in  his  hands  your  answer  to  my  telegram 
of  the  24th,  and  thought  it  as  well  to  show  him  your  private 
one,  stating  that  Council  might  agree  to  the  four  articles 
free,  with  a  substantial  money  consideration ;  and  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  hinting  that  that  compensation  must  come 
from  either  the  United  States  or  England.  To  the  last  sug- 
gestion he  made  no  reply,  but  smiled.  I  did  this  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  demand  on  England  for  full  compensation  for 
any  sacrifices  she  might  call  upon  us  to  make. 

"We  proceeded  to  the  Conference,  when  Lord  de  Grey 
stated  that,  with  respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  and 
lakes,  our  views  of  the  comparative  value  of  what  we  had 
respectively  to  offer  were  at  such  variance  that  we  thought 
it  better  to  leave  things  as  they  were.  That  the  present 
arrangements  were  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  we  believed  it 
would  be  in  the  interest  of  both  nations  that  no  change  should 
be  made.  That,  however,  we  did  not  desire  to  be  understood 
as  closing  the  door  against  the  consideration  of  further  pro- 
positions on  the  subject,  should  they  be  inclined  to  make 
any. 

"  He  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  British  Commissioners 
thought  the  offers  made  on  both  subjects,  viz.  navigation  and 
tisheries,  were  quite  inadequate.  That  he  desired  them  to 
understand  that  this  was  not  merely  a  formal  statement,  but 
the  full  and  honest  conviction  of  us  all.  That,  however,  in 
order  to  prove  the  earnest  desire  of  the  British  Government 
to  settle  all  cases  of  possible  conflict  or  irritation,  he  wished 
to  state,  having  special  reference  to  his  position  in  the  British 
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Government.,  that  he  was  ready  to  recommend  the  grantini; 
of  the  fisheries  for  a  term  of  years  with  notice,  in  exchange  for 
the  four  free  articles. 

"  The  U.S.  Commissioners  took  time  to  consider,  and  then 
replied  that  they  would  allow  lumber  free  from  the  1st  of 
July,  1875 ;  but,  in  consequence  of  existing  contracts,  thev 
could  not  go  any  further.  That,  if  we  did  not  give  them 
mutual  free  fishing  in  the  lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  thev 
must  specify  the  fish  that  were  to  be  admitted  free,  and  they 
also  desired  to  change  the  36th  parallel  in  the  second  article 
of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  to  the  39th  parallel. 

"After  consultation,  Lord  de  Grey  replied  that  he  was 
not  at  the  moment  able  to  give  an  answer  as  to  the  lake 
fishing,  and  we  adjourned  until  Monday  the  27th. 

"  On  Sunday  I  prepared  and  sent  a  letter  *  to  Lord  de  ( irey, 
stating  the  substance  of  our  conversation  on  the  previous 
morning.  I  was  quite  prepared  for  the  effect  of  my  letter, 
as  it  showed  itself  at  our  next  meeting  on  Monday  morning. 
It  was  formally  read,  and  His  Lordship  proceeded  at  con- 
siderable length  t)  object  to  its  terms,  admitting  it  had  been 
agreed  that  I  might  reduce  our  conversation  to  writing  a? 
a  safeguard  for  myself. 

"  He  objected  to  its  form  being  of  such  an  official  character 
as  to  compel  him  to  put  it  on  record.  In  stating,  as  it  did, 
that  I  objected  to  the  proposal  being  made,  it  led  to  tht 
inference  that  no  previous  attempts  had  been  made  to  get 
better  terms,  and  he  recapitulated  the  many  offers  that  had 
been  made,  and  the  stout  battle  which  had  been  fouylit  for 
them.  He  objected  to  my  unqualified  statement  that  the 
Canadian  Parliament  would  reject  the  treaty,  and  also  to 
the  statement  which  I  had  made  as  firmly,  that  I  could  not 
justify  or  defend  it  in  Parliament.  Under  these  cu'cunistance> 
the  continuance  of  the  discussion  with  the  U.S.  Commissioners 
would  be  a  farce.  It  would  be  uncandid  in  us  to  go  on  witli 
the  negotiations,  when  officially  informed  that  they  must 
result  in  nothing.  That  he  felt  strongly  that  it  was  his  duty 
at  once  to  inform   the   U.S.  Commissioners  that  negotiations 

♦  This  letter  and  the  memorandum  wliich  wiw  eventually  substituted  for  it  lonn 
Appendix  XXI. 
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haracter 
it  dill, 
to  tilt 
to  get 


as  to  the  fislieries  were  at  an  end,  and  this  might  lead  to 
disastrous  results  as  to  the  negotiations  generally. 

"He  was  followed  by  the  other  Commissioners  seriatim, 
who  all  made  speeches  at  me.  Montague  Bernard  objected 
only  to  the  time  of  my  making  the  objection,  the  proper 
time  being,  in  his  opinion,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiations. 

"  I  replied  at  length,  stating  that  I  was  not  wedded  to  the 
form  of  the  communication,  but  what  I  desired  was  to  place  my 
l)Ositioii  on  a  more  firm  basis  than  a  mere  recollection  of  the 
conversation  would  leave  it.  That  if  my  letter  was  considered 
too  formal,  I  would  substitute  for  it  a  memorandum  to  the  same 
effect,  for  reference  hereafter.  That  as  to  the  time  of  my 
making  the  objection,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  was 
iirranged  on  the  22nd  that  I  should  telegraph  to  the  Canadian 
Government  the  exact  position  of  affairs  and  get  their  answer. 
That  so  soon  as  the  answer  arrived  I,, of  course,  placed  it  in 
Lord  de  Grey's  hands,  and  followed  it  up  by  my  own  statement 
in  accordance  with  it.  That  the  reason  why  I  did  not  enter,  in 
ray  letter,  into  a  detail  of  all  the  previous  negotiations  was,  that 
I  had  not  done  so  in  my  conversation,  and  my  letter  was  merely 
to  be  a  re-strlement  of  that  conversation,  when,  of  course,  no 
reference  was  made  to  such  negotiations.  That  with  respect  to 
the  positive  assertion  that  Canada  would  not  ratify  such  a  treaty, 
I  was  bound  in  candour  to  give  them  my  best  opinion,  and 
I  was  confirmed  in  its  accuracy  by  the  telegram  received  and 
submitted  by  me.  That  I  had  not  stated  in  my  letter  that 
I  would  not  justify  or  defend  any  such  treaty,  but  that  it  would 
be  difficult  for  me  to  do  so.  That  I  then  felt  the  difficulty,  and 
tlid  not  see  how  it  could  be  surmounted.  That  possibly  it  might 
be,  but  when  the  time  came  I  must  be  free  to  act  according  to 
my  conscience,  and  as  the  interests  of  my  country  required. 
That,  however,  I  would  so  modify  my  expressions  with  respect 
to  the  anticipated  action  of  the  Canadian  Legislature  as  to 
remove  the  obstacle  which  Lord  de  Grey  saw  in  the  way  of 


contnuung  negotiations. 


"  My  reason  for  taking  this  line  was,  that  it  was  evidently 
Lord  de  Grey's  aim  to  make  me  and  Canada  responsible  for 
ii  breacli  of  the  negotiations  generally,  in  case  things  went 
wrong.    I  was  resolved  not  to  let  any  blame  be  attached  to 
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Canada  in  that  respect,  and  thus  strengthen  the  hands  of  tlin 
party  in  England  who  consider  Canada  a  burden  to  be  got 
rid  of  and  an  obstacle  to  friendly  relations  with  the  United 
States. 

"  Having  had  this  preliminary  shindy.,  we  proceeded  to  the 
conference  room.  Lord  de  Grey,  repeating  that  he  considered 
the  question  of  navigation  at  an  end,  proceeded  to  say  tliat  lie 
had  discussed  the  question  of  lake  fishing,  and  we  thoujiht 
matters  should  remain  as  at  present  for  reasons  that  I  could 
better  explain. 

"  I  explained  that  the  fishing  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  between 
the  point  where  the  parallel  of  45  strikes  tlie  St.  Lawrence 
and  Kingston,  was  of  no  commercial  value  and  required  no 
treaty.  That  the  seizure  of  the  fishing  party  at  Cornwall  wa? 
a  mere  indiscretion  of  a  person  there,  and  it  had  been  at  once 
disavowed  by  the  Canadian  Government,  and  the  property 
seized  had  been  restored,  and  we  would  take  care  that  sueli 
things  should  not  happen  again. 

"  That  we  could  not  agree  to  free  fishing  in  the  lakes,  as  we 
did  not  allow  free  fishing  to  our  own  people,  but  had  introduced 
a  system  of  licenses  and  leases,  with  very  stringent  regulation? 
as  to  a  close  season,  as  to  the  protection  of  other  lessees  and 
licensees,  and  also  as  to  the  artificial  stocking  and  breeding  of 
our  rivers  and  lake  shores.  That  the  United  States  had  no 
lake  fisheries  to  offer,  as  their  fisheries  had  been  destroyed  from 
the  refusal  of  the  several  States  to  protect  them.  That  we  had 
hitherto  allowed  Americans  to  take  out  and  pay  for  licenses  on 
the  same  terms  as  our  own  people.  That  if  we  put  in  a  clause 
for  free  fishing  they  would  come  over  and,  disregarding  our 
regulations,  would  insist  on  free  fishing  under  the  treaty ;  and 
therefore,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  which  had  hitherto  never  been 
disturbed,  I  thought  it  better  that  the  matter  should  remain  as 
at  present. 

"  Lord  de  Grey  then  pressed  that  the  right  of  fishing  to  tlie 
36th  parallel  should  be  retained,  and  all  the  other  language  that 
was  used  in  the  Reciprocity  Treaty;  and  he  hoped  that  they 
would  reconsider  the  question  of  the  time  for  the  admission  of 
free  lumber. 

"  Mr.  Fish  replied,  that  the  treaty  had  been  so  unpopular  in 
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the  United  States  that  tliey  wished  to  alter  its  terms ;  to  which 
we  answered,  that,  on  account  of  its  popularity  in  Canada,  we 
wislied  to  preserve  it  as  much  as  possible. 

"  He  (Mr.  Fish)  said  the  reason  why  they  desired  the  limit 
to  be  the  39th  parallel  was,  that  no  Canadian  fishing  vessels 
liad  ever  fished,  or  would  ever  fish,  between  the  two  parallels, 
uiul  tlie  retention  of  the  most  southerly  one  would  cause  great 
expense  to  both  Governments  in  providing  for  the  marking  of 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers  by  a  commission,  similar  to  the  one 
under  tlie  old  treaty. 

"  Tliat  they  would  grant  free  fish,  except  fish  preserved  in  oil, 
;md  the  fish  of  the  lakes  and  their  tributaries.  That  they  would 
■^rant  also  fish  oil,  and  they  would  make  a  still  further  con- 
cession as  to  lumber,  whicli  would  become  free  after  the  1st  of 
July,  1874,  but  that  this  was  their  ultimatum.  That  any 
earlier  period  would  ruin  their  saw-millers  and  excite  immense 
opposition  to  the  treaty,  besides  interfering  with  contracts,  etc. 

"There  were  several  withdrawals  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sultation during  these  discussions,  and  I  took  occasion  to  have 
it  clearly  understood  that,  as  I  took  objection  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  equivalent  proposed  by  Lord  de  Grey,  I  was,  of  course, 
still  more  opposed  to  any  further  restrictions,  and  they  must 
understand  that  all  such  restrictions  would  make  the  treaty,  if 
possible,  more  unpalatable  to  Canada. 

"  Mr.  Fish  said  he  presumed,  in  case  an  arrangement  took 
place,  that  the  fisheries  would  be  thrown  open  to  the  fishermen 
for  the  present  season.  Lord  de  Grey  replied  that  this  depended 
on  the  state  of  the  law,  but  if  the  treaty  were  ratified,  he  would 
say  for  the  British  Government,  that  every  endeavour  would  be 
made  to  meet  their  views  in  this  particular.  Lord  de  Grey  then 
asked  wlien  our  coal,  salt,  and  fish  would  be  admitted  free. 
Mr.  Fish  replied,  that,  if  the  treaty  were  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
they  would  be  admitted  free  from  the  1st  of  July  next.  We 
tlien  adjourned,  it  being  understood  that  Lord  de  Grey  would 
recommend  his  Government  to  accept  these  terms.  I  forgot  to 
say  that,  in  one  of  our  consultations,  we  discussed  the  question 
of  our  authority  to  make  our  waters  free  during  the  present 
season. 

"  I  said  the  Government  of  Canada  could,  of  course,  if  it 
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thought  proper,  order  its  officers  not  to  seize ;  but  I  appreliendel 
that  any  Canadian  fisherman  might  lay  an  information  before 
a  justice  for  breach  of  the  law,  in  which  case  the  Cunadian 
Government  had  no  power  to  interfere,  but  might  remit  the 
penalties  after  conviction. 

"  It  was  then  suggested,  I  think  by  Lord  Tenterden,  that 
the  principal  statute  respecting  the  fisheries  was  the  Im])erial 
Act,  59  George  III.,  c.  38,  which  could  be  repealed  in  England. 

"  I  at  once  said  that  I  disputed  this  power.  That  the  Act 
might  be  repealed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  if  they  cliose  t" 
do  so ;  but  it  was  now  a  portion  of  the  law  of  Canada,  and, 
although  repealed  as  to  England,  might  still  be  held  to  be  in 
force  in  the  Dominion. 

"  This,  however,  is  a  serious  question.  On  looking  at  our 
Acts,  I  find  that  our  own  Colonial  statutes  are  very  defectivi.- 
if  deprived  of  the  Imperial  Act  as  their  basis.  I  cannot  suppose, 
however,  that  England  would  take  the  extreme  step  of  repealing 
the  Act  without  our  consent,  or  of  refusing  to  sanction  an  Act 
of  ours  to  the  same  effect.    Thus  the  case  now  stands. 

"  A  confidential  cable  was  sent  by  Lord  de  Grey,  stating  tlie 
terms,  and  at  the  same  time  stating  that  I  did  not  concur 
in  the  settlement,  on  the  ground  that  the  compensation  \va.s 
inadequate,  and  that  I  doubted  whether  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment would  ratify  the  arrangement,  although  the  rest  thought 
the  settlement  reasonable. 

"I  now  consider  that  I  have  merely  a  watching  brief. 
I  will  stay  to  see  that  a  clause  is  inserted  in  the  treaty 
providing  that  the  article  relating  to  the  fisheries  shall  not 
take  effect  until  ratified  by  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

"  I  shall  watch  the  San  Juan  case  and  the  Fenian  claims. 
I  am  now,  as  you  know,  looking  into  the  practice  as  to  the 
mode  of  expressing  my  non-concurrence  in  the  treaty.  Of 
that  I  am  resolved  there  shall  be  no  doubt  in  the  public 
mind. 

"  I  think  you  will  see  from  these  details  that  my  position 
has  not  been  a  pleasant  one.  We  are,  however,  masters  of  the 
position,  if  we  play  our  game  with  skill  and  firmness. 

"My  colleagues  are  very  anxious  that  I  should  agree  to 
mix  up  the  question  of  navigation  and  of  the  fisheries  together, 
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with  an  attempt  to  get  free  wool  and  animals  as  tlie  ecjuivalent 
tor  tlie  use  of  our  canals.  This  I  absolutely  ileclined,  and  wu 
can  hereafter,  if  so  disposed,  use  our  power  over  our  cam'- 
so  as  to  force  reciprocity.  They  have  now  literally  nothing 
to  five  us  in  exchange  for  free  transit  but  free  trade. 

"I  imagine  that  the  Americans  will  begin  a  series  of 
propositions  on  the  navigation  matter,  but  I  will  listen  to 
110  offer  short  of  reciprocity." 

On  the  1st  of  April  Sir  John  wrote  Doctor  Tupper : — 

"  On  Thursday  morning  I  had  another  scrimmage  with  my 
colleagues.  The  night  before,  Lord  de  Grey  had  seen  Mr.  Fish 
informally  on  the  Alabama  matter,  and,  in  the  course  of  their 
conversation,  Mr.  Fish  stated  that  he  apprehended  considerable 
ilifficulty  in  carrying  the  treaty  in  the  Senate  if  some  con- 
cession were  not  made  as  to  the  .  vals.  That,  personally,  he 
was  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  but  the  West  attached 
an  exaggerated  importance  to  an  arrangement  for  free  navi- 
Ijation. 

"This  statement  was,  of  course,  made  to  frighten  Lord  de 
( Irey  into  his  terms  by  exciting  his  fears  of  losing  the  treaty. 
Mr.  Fish  stated,  as  I  have  to-day  telegraphed  you,  that  he 
was  willing  to  allow  the  St.  Lawrence  to  stand  against  Lake 
Michigan  and  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and 
St.  Clair  Flats  canals  against  the  Welland  and  St.  Lawrence. 
That  he  desired  the  bonding  system  to  be  made  a  permanent 
arrangement,  instead  of  being  at  the  discretion  of  both  Govern- 
ments, and  he  would  give  the  right  to  our  vessels  to  carry 
from  American  to  American  ports  on  the  lakes,  in  bond,  where 
land  transport  intervened,  and,  in  that  respect,  make  a  breach 
in  their  coasting  laws,  on  our  granting  the  same  privilege  to 
them,  in  the  manner  my  telegram  will  have  informed  you. 

"That,  as  part  of  the  arrangement,  however,  he  would 
ask  that  the  export  duty  should  be  taken  oflf  lumber  at 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  that  no  export  duty  should 
be  charged  upon  the  products  of  either  of  the  countries  when 
shipped  from  the  other. 

"  1  stated  that  this  relaxation  of  the  coasting  trade  would 
IjB  of  considerable  advantage  to  us,  but  not  in  any  way  an 
equivalent  for  our  canals.     That  we  desired  to  keep  the  control 
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of  tlieta  until  we  had  free  trade  iii  exchange  for  free  transit. 
As  to  the  export  duties,  I  said  I  feared  it  would  ha  found 
that  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  New  Bruu.swick 
legislature  under  tlie  British  North  America  Act,  18G7. 

"  My  colleagues  all  argued  strongly  that  we  would  never  put 
on  discriminating  tolls,  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  object 
in  keeping  the  power  and  using  it  like  the  crack  of  a  whip 
over  the  Americans.  That  they  believed  that,  so  long  as  it 
was  kept  as  a  threat,  the  Americans  would  not  grant  us  free 
trade.  That  this  coasting  transhipment  was  a  substantial 
boon,  and  so  on.  I  said  the  canals  were  the  property  of  tliu 
province.^  of  Canada  exclusively,  and  we  had  a  right  to  do  a.s 
we  liked  with  our  own.  That  Canada  stood  with  respect  to 
the  empire  in  that  respect,  exactly  as  the  State  of  New  York 
did  with  regard  to  the  General  Government. 

"  In  1854  the  United  States  promised  to  endeavour  to  get 
us  the  use  of  the  New  York  canals.  That  they  would  have 
failed  if  they  had  tried ;  and  we  submitted,  as  a  matter  ot 
course,  knowing  that  New  York  had  every  right  to  refu^i' 
if  it  chose.  That  we  claimed  the  same  right.  That,  while 
English  statesmen  might  say  that  we  were  injuring  ourselves, 
that  our  course  was  contrary  to  the  present  Liberal  principle-! 
of  trade  and  the  rules  of  political  economy,  our  answer  wa., 
this  was  iov  us  to  consider. 

"  Lord  de  Grey  hinted  that  the  instructions  specially 
enjoined  them  to  deal  with  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawieuce, 

"  My  answer  was  that,  with  respect  to  this  question,  it 
certainly  was  a  matter  of  Imperial  as  well  as  colonial  couceru. 
That  I  presumed  England  would  not  aband(jn  the  exelusivu 
right  to  the  river,  inasmuch  as  the  Americans  did  not  claim 
it ;  but,  if  she  did,  we  could  not  help  it.  That,  as  to  the 
canals,  I  protested  against  any  interference. 

"I  stated  that  England  had  no  more  right  to  give  transit 
through  our  canals  than  she  Avould  have  to  give  the  people 
of  France,  by  treaty,  free  transit  ver  the  London  and  North- 
Western  Eailvvay.  The  matter  ended  in  my  agreeing  to  write 
you  in  full  on  Friday  morning,  and  point  out  to  you  that  the 
Connnissioners  thought  it  of  great  importance  to  the  Empire 
and   to   Canada  that  there  should  be  lasting  peace  between 
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England  and  the  United  States.  That  this  could  only  be 
kept  by  the  removal  of  all  difficulties,  and,  if  by  any  accident 
the  negotiations  were  broken  off,  things  would  be  worse 
between  the  two  nations  than  ever. 

"I  agreed,  also,  to  inform  you  of  Tvlr.  Fi^li's  statement 
that  the  non-mention  of  the  cantils  in  the  treaty  ini.^ht  induce 
the  Western  Senators  to  vote  against  it.  Instead  of  writing 
you,  however,  1  thought  it  better  to  telegraph  you  at  length, 
so  that  I  might  have  an  answer  more  speedily,  and  I  hope 
that  this  answer  will  be  a  full  and  statesmanlike  document, 
'i-iving  the  reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  the  proposition.  Your 
previous  answers  have  been  simply  statements  of  your  con- 
clusions. 

"After  this  conversation  we  went  to  the  conference  room, 
whero  Mr.  Fish  made  the  formal  proposal.  The  answer  was, 
that  it  would  be  taken  into  consideration. 

"After  discussing  the  Alabama  matter  a  little,  which  has 
v'ot  into  a  snarl,  we  adjourned  until  Monday.  I  hope  we 
shall  get  an  answer  from  England  on  the  Alabama  question 
before  we  meet  again.  It  has  been  unfortunate  for  me  that 
we  were  not  able  to  settle  this  question  first.  Had  we  come 
to  a  satisfactory  arrangement  on  the  subject,  Canadian  matters 
would,  1  think,  have  gone  much  more  easily.  As  it  was,  we 
were  forced  to  discuss  the  fisheries,  as  wo  had  nothing  else 
to  do. 

"The  transhipment  question  is  a  matter  of  very  con- 
siderable importance  to  us,  and  has  been  pressed  upon  me  by 
letters  from  Mr.  ]\Ierritt  as  representing  the  Welland  liailway, 
Init  it  can  be  fairly  placed  again&L  a  similar  privilege  granted 
to  the  United  States. 

"If  any  of  you  have  suggestions  to  make  to  me,  now  is 
the  time  to  make  them,  as  I  hope  to  have  a  little  cessation 
of  Canadian  discussion  for  a  week  or  so,  during  which  we  shall 
discuss  the  Alabama  and  San  Juan  matters. 

"I  must  say  that  I  am  greatly  disa})pointed  at  the  course 
taken  by  the  British  Commissioners.  They  seem  to  have  only 
<iiie  thing  on  their  minds — that  is,  to  go  homo  to  England  with 
a  treaty  in  their  pockets,  settling  everything,  no  matter  at 
what  cost  to  Canada.     1  was  at  iirst  a  good  deal  encouraged, 
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because  both  Noi-tlicote  and  Bernard  stood  by  me  against  unv 
permanent  cession  of  the  fisheries,  but  the  four  have  sim.' 
gone  together  against  me.  It  is,  therefore,  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate that  Sir  Stafford  is  on  the  Connuission,  as  his  party  in 
England  will  feel  themselves  a  good  deal  fettered  in  Parlia- 
ment by  his  action,  and  will  be  unable  to  defend  the  position 
which  Canada  will  certainly  take.  The  effect  which  must  be 
produced  on  the  public  mind  in  Canada  by  a  declaration  from 
both  parties  in  the  Imperial  I'arliament  against  our  coursu. 
will  greatly  prejudice  the  idea  of  British  connection,  as  Britisli 
protection  will  have  proved  itself  a  farce.  I  do  not  hke  tu 
look  at  the  consequences,  but  M'e  are  so  clearly  in  the  right 
that  we  must  throw  the  resjjonsibility  on  England." 

On  the  5th  of  April  Sir  John  wrote  : — 

"My  telegram  of  this  morning  will  have  informed  yon 
that  the  Home  Government  has  backed  me  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  given  me  rather  a  victory  over  my  coUeaguui 
We  telegraphed  the  provisional  arrangement  made,  to  Engluinl, 
and  stated  that  I  did  not  concur,  ou  the  ground  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  compensation,  though  the  rest  thought  it  wa« 
a  fair  arrangement.  They  replied,  asking  for  my  reasons  anil 
the  views  of  the  others.  We  sent  home  a  copy  of  the  nieiun- 
randum  which  I  sent  you,  and  my  colleagues  added  that  tliev 
thought  the  arrangement  a  good  one,  considering  the  political 
necessity  of  allaying  all  causes  of  irritation  between  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  and  they  were  the  best  terms  that 
could  be  got.  A  return  cable  came  to  us — a  good  deal,  I  think, 
to  the  annoyance  of  Lord  de  Grey — stating  that '  the  Govern- 
ment thought  Sir  John  IMocdonald's  propositions  were  quiti 
reasonable,  and  that  tl  ovc  should  be  a  substantial  mouty  pay- 
ment and  an  immediate  repeal  of  the  duty  on  lumber.'  It  wa- 
added,  however,  that  '  we  would  not  be  too  strict  as  to  tlic  date 
of  the  repeal  of  the  lumber  duty.* 

"  On  this  my  colleagues  asked  me  if  I  had  any  proposition 
to  make.  I  said  the  propositions  I  had  nmde  had  all  beiu 
refused  by  tlie  U.S.  Commissioners,  and  I  despaired  of  any- 
thing coming  of  the  negotiations.  I  said,  however,  I  woull 
think  the  matter  over,  and  see  whether  I  Imd  any  proposition 
to  make.     But,  on  consideration,  I  thought  it  better  to  send 


isn.] 


THE  TREATY  OF   IVASHINOTON. 


107 


vou  the  telegram  of  this  morning,  and  T  told  my  colleagues 
to-elay  that,  as  it  was  a  commercial  question  altogetlier,  and 
I  was  not  a  commercial  man,  I  felt  bound  to  consult  the 
Canadian  Council,  which  contained  men  of  commercial  ability, 
who  would  understand  much  better  than  myself  the  money 
value  of  a  concession  for  twelve  years. 

"Lord  de  Grey  frankly  admitted  he  never  thought  the 
equivalent,  in  a  commercial  sense,  a  just  one  ;  but  the  ])olitical 
oonsideration  weighed  with  him. 

"My  uniform  reply  to  an  observation  of  this  kind  has  been 
that,  wliile  I  admitted  the  importance  to  Canada,  as  well  as 
tn  England,  of  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  I  could 
not  suppose  that  those  relations  were  endangered  by  the 
maintenance  of  an  undisputed  right.  That  no  civilized  nation 
ciiuld  takp  umbrage  at  the  assertion  of  sucli  a  right ;  and  the 
niily  con'  nt  that  really  had  any  force  in  it  was,  that  our 
drticers  had  carried  out  the  law  too  strictly.  I  denied  that 
there  was  good  ground  for  such  a  charge,  but  said  that  in  the 
future  we  would  take  still  more  pains  to  prevent  even  the 
aniiljlance  of  harshness,  or  over-eagerness  to  capture. 

"  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  to  keep  back  the  settlement  of 
the  Fishery  questions  until  the  others  are  adjusted ;  and  then, 
il  we  fail  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  fisheries  and  fiee 
iiavii^'ation,  I  will  suggest  that  the  Joint  Commission  should 
report  in  favour  of  a  minor  Commission,  to  meet  here  next 
winter  to  settle  Canadian  questicms.  Such  a  Commission  to 
consist,  on  our  side,  of  two  Canadians  and  Sir  jCdward  Thorn- 
ton. This  arrangement,  as  it  will  hold  out  hopes  of  a  satis- 
factory settlement  to  the  Western  members,  will  carry  the 
treaty  through  the  Senate,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give  Canada 
il  far  better  chance  than  she  has  just  now,  where  her  pecuniary 
interests  are  considered  as  altogether  secondary  to  the  present 
huperial  necessities.  1  have  not  mentioned  this  plan  to  any 
"iiL'  yet,  and  shall  not  do  so  until  the  right  time. 

"1  luiiy  say  that  acquaintance  with  Sir  Edward  Thornton 
has  raised  him  a  good  deal  in  my  opinion.  He  is  not  a  strong 
iiian,  but  he  is  a  straightforward,  painstaking  person,  who 
ilesircs  to  do  his  duty,  and  who,  with  two  Canadians  at  his 
tHwv  instead  of  an  English  Cabinet  ^linister  a: id  a  Foreign 
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Office  man  like  Lord  Tenterden,  would  do  good  service  for  the 
iJominion." 

On  the  16tli  of  April : — 

"  Since  I  last  wrote  you  Fishery  matters  have  not  \m. 
going  on  satisfactorily,  as  my  telegrams  will  liave  inlormei 
you.  Lord  de  Grey  had  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Fish,  aud  tok 
him  that  his  Government  thought  the  terms  offered  not  an 
adequate  compensation,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Fish)  must  incivas 
his  bid.  In  other  words,  he  must  supplement  the  proposition 
by  a  money  payment. 

"  At  the  time  of  this  conversation  I  had  not  received  vuur 
telegram  stating  that  you  would  take  S150,000  per  annum. 
and  850,000  additional  until  lumber  was  free. 

"  Mr.  Fish  stated  tliat  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in 
making  a  tariff  arrangement  with  a  money  consideration,  an'i 
he  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  confine  it  to  a  mouiv 
payment  alone.  He  said  further,  he  had  ascertained  tliat  tlierc 
would  be  more  difficulty  in  carrying  the  tariff  proposition  than 
he  had  anticipated,  especially  as  to  salt  and  lumber,  and  h^ 
hinted  tliat  he  considered  the  proposition  as  rejected  by  tlie 
British  Commissioners.  Lord  de  Grey  parried  this  as  well  ai 
he  could,  and  there,  as  I  understand,  the  conversation  ended. 

"  When  the  IJritish  Commissioners  met  we  were  informeii 
of  this  conversation,  and  I  gave  Lord  de  Grey  a  copy  of  your 
telegram.  He  said  you  could  not  be  serious  in  asking  so  inudi. 
We  certainly  would  not  get  it,  and  he  was  rather  glad  ho  hail 
not  hiid  the  message  at  the  time  of  the  interview,  as  lie  llli 
he  wt)uld  not  have  been  able  to  press  so  large  a  sum.  AVe  haJ 
a  rather  warm  discussion  on  the  subject,  in  which,  as  usual, 
I  stood  alone.  Since  then,  Lord  de  G:  ^y  and  Mr.  Fish  havr 
had  another  meeting,  in  which  the  latter  repeated  that  he  Mi 
there  woukl  be  so  much  difficulty  in  carrying  any  taritl 
arrangement,  that  he  was  pleased  it  had  not  been  accepted. 

"  He  then  proposed  a  money  consideration,  the  amount  t 
be  left  to  an  impartial  arbitrator.  Lord  de  Grey,  I  understami, 
stated  (though  he  was  not  very  clear  in  his  account  of  the 
conversation),  that  a  purely  money  consideration  had  bei'i 
objected  to  by  Canada  before,  and  he  did  not  think  there  m 
any  chance  of  such  an  arrangement  being  accepted. 


"They 
sum  of  nv 
of  the  diffi 
and  a  moi 
consider  tl 
the  same  ti 
were  settle 
.San  Juan  ii 

"  There 
the  mean  t 
terms  of  tl 
may  now 

"At  fir 
to  ,2et  out  c 
liered  that 
dollars  for 
and  firewoc 
(hities  on 
cussions,  c'.N 
convinced  t 
and  salt  du 
repeal  of  t 
nf  Iteprcsei 
latter  body 
matters  dui 
Trumbull, 
;iettin,if  it  ' 
(Ireeuou^h, 
and  interes 
and  lobby 
mii;ht  succ 
Mr,  Truinb 
himself  tlu 
oplioi'tuiiiti 
salt  tiian  t 
I  can  quil 
wouhl  havi 
keepinj^  uj 
Western  C 


1871.] 


THE  TREATY  OF    WASHINGTON. 


109 


"They  then  had  some  conversation  as  to  free  fish,  and  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  settled  by  arbitration.  Mr.  Fish  spoke 
of  the  difficulty  of  commingling  the  two  subjects  of  the  tariff 
mid  a  money  consideration,  but  did  not  positively  refuse  to 
consider  the  matter.  In  this,  or  another  conversation  about 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Fish  said  if  the  Alabama  and  Fishery  matters 
were  settled  satisfactorily,  the  United  States  would  leave  the 
San  Jiian  affair  to  arbitration  also,  but  not  otherwise. 

"There  the  matter  stood  until  yesterday  morning,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  we  turned  our  attention  to  the  settlement  of  the 
terms  of  the  article  connected  with  the  Alabama  claims,  which 
may  now  be  considered  as  finally  arranged. 

"At  fir.it  I  was  puzzled  by  Mr.  Fish's  evident  eagerness 
to  set  out  of  a  tariff  proposal,  when  I  looked  back  and  remem- 
bered that  at  our  first  meeting  he  had  offered  a  million  of 
dollars  for  a  perpetual  sale,  together  with  free  fish,  coal,  salt, 
and  firewood,  or,  at  all  events,  an  important  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  those  articles,  and  that  he  had,  after  frequent  dis- 
cussions, extended  the  offer  to  lumber ;  but  now  I  am  almost 
convinced  that  liis  reason  is  the  unfortunate  repeal  of  the  coal 
and  salt  duties  in  the  Canadian  Legislature.  The  Bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  coal  and  salt  had  passed  the  House 
I  if  IJepreseutatives  and  stood  in  the  Senate,  and  although  the 
latter  body  had  passed  a  resolution  not  to  take  up  any  other 
matters  during  the  present  session  but  the  Southern  ([uestion, 
Trumbull,  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill,  had  good  hopes  of 
getting  it  through.     So  much  so  that  he  sent  for  my  friend 

(ireouou!:,'h,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Gas  Company  at  , 

and  interested  in  getting  Nova  Scotia  coal  free,  to  come  here 
and  lobby  for  the  measure.  Greenough  at  first  thought  he 
might  succeed,  but  went  home  without  doing  anything  ;  and 
Mr.  Trum])ull  has  since  made  no  effort,  although  he  told  me 
himself  that  he  intended  to  bring  the  matter  up  on  every 
opportunity.  Mr.  Fish  says  that  there  is  more  objectiiui  to 
salt  than  to  anything  else  both  in  Michigan  and  Xew  York. 
I  can  quite  understand  that  the  United  States  salt-makers 
would  have  preferred  our  market  being  open  to  them  to  the 
keepiu!^  up  the  Canadian  duty  on  the  small  production  in 
Western  Canada,  and  so  perhaps  with  the  coal  owners  with 
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reference  to  coal.  The  moment,  however,  that  ouv  market  \va- 
opened  for  those  articles,  by  the  Act  of  our  Legislature,  tln-v 
had  evidently  put  the  screws  to  Mr.  Fish  and  the  ineml)er> 
of  the  Senate  to  keep  up  the  duty  on  the  same  articles  of  om 
production.  However  that  may  be,  I  must  go  on  witli  niv 
story. 

"  Yesterday  morning  the  British  Commissioners  had  ;. 
caucus,  at  which  Lord  de  Grey  stated  that  the  time  had  arrivel 
when  we  must  come  to  some  practical  conclusion  as  t- 
Mr.  Fish's  offer.  He  said  he  considered  that  the  tariff  pro- 
position was  closed,  and  would  not  be  reopened  by  Mr.  Fish. 
That  the  question  now  was  a  reference  to  arbitration  for  a 
money  arrangement,  to  Mdiich  he  thought  it  likely  free  fisli 
might  be  added.  I  said  the  previous  offer  had  been  made  in 
Conference,  and  had  not  been  formally  withdrawn,  but,  oi 
course,  the  United  States  Commissioners  could  at  any  time, 
before  final  arrangements  were  made,  alter  the  terms.  Tha: 
I  was  satisfied  that  the  present  proposition  would  not  k 
acceptable  to  Canada  in  any  sense.  That  the  fisheries  \ver> 
our  own  property,  and  we  should  be  the  judges  of  what  their 
value  was  to  us.  That  we  would  fix  our  own  price,  and  it 
the  buyer  would  not  pay  the  price,  then  we  would  keep  our 
property. 

"  I  stated  that  the  origin  of  the  present  High  Conirai:*sion 
had  been  in  consequence  of  our  proposal  made  by  ilespatcli. 
and  through  Mv.  Campbell,  and  such  proposition  had  beei; 
assented  to  by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Sir  Edward  Thornton- 
first  letter  was  in  accordance  with  the  promise  of  Her  i\IaJL'styV 
Government  to  open  negotiations  with  the  United  States,  Tlii- 
letter  stated  the  desirability  of  ascertaining,  in  a  friendly  vav, 
the  extent  of  the  respective  rights  of  Canada  and  the  Unit&l 
States  in  the  fisheries,  and  this  in  fact  was  to  be  the  basis  of  the 
whole  Commission.  That  what  Canada  desired  was,  if  she  coulJ 
not  get  a  satisfactory  e(iuivalent  for  her  fisheries,  that  she  shoulii 

;  allowed  to  remain  in  exclusive  possession  of  them,  leaviu: 
•       questions  as  to  ports  and  headlands,  the  only  matters  in 

i  ;"'.te,  for  adjustment  by  the  Commission.  That  we  had  the 
j^A\\\  'ise  of  England  that  our  fisheries  would  not  be  given  away 
without  our  consent,  and  that  the  B.  N.  A.  Act  of  18G7  handed 
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over  to  our  Government  and  Legislature  the  exclusive  right  of 
tlealinc  with  'le  fisheries,  and  Canada  would  insist  upon  her 
position.  We  had  a  very  warm  discussion,  which  resulted  in 
nothing,  ami  then  we  went  to  the  Conference,  where  we  settled 
an  article  for  a  Commission  to  settle  general  claims  on  both 
sides  (this  article  liaving  no  connection  with  the  fisheries). 
Lord  do  Grey,  at  this,  or  a  previous  meeting,  mentioned  the 
Fenian  claims,  and  the  American  Commissioners  objected  on 
the  fround  wliich  I  feared  they  would  take,  viz.  that  the  corre- 
spondence only  speaks  of  the  mutual  claims  of  British  subjects 
;iiul  American  citizens,  and  tliat  the  Fenian  claims  would  be 
claims  by  the  Governments  of  England  and  Canada.  Lord  de 
Grev  strongly  resisted  this,  and  it  stands  over  for  further  con- 
-ideration.  His  Lordship  is  of  opinion,  however,  in  which 
I  must  say  I  concur,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  in  the 
Government  claims  under  the  language  of  the  correspondence. 
Of  this,  however,  more  hereafter. 

"  After  the  Conference  rose  for  the  day  we  met  again  in 
caucus.  Lord  de  Grey  stated  that  the  time  had  come  to  com- 
municate the  state  of  matters  to  H.M.  Government,  and  read 
atele.urani  which  he  had  prepared  on  the  subject.  I  objected  to 
its  terms  in  several  respects,  and  inserted,  in  my  own  words, 
my  position.  My  language  was  to  the  following  effect :  '  Sir 
John  Macdonald  objects  to  any  arrangement  based  on  a  money 
consideration  only,  or  with  free  fish  added,  and  adheres  to  the 
proposition  that  Canadian  coal,  salt,  fish,  and  lumber  should  be 
admitted  free  into  the  United  States,  to  be  supplemented  by  a 
money  payment.  If  this  cannot  be  obtained  he  would  desire 
that  an  arrangement  should  be  made  as  to  the  headland  question 
and  as  to  the  admission  of  American  vessels  into  Canadian  ports 
tor  trading  purposes,  leaving  Canada  in  exclusive  possession  of 
the  inshor  J  fisheries.* 

"  The  telegram  went  on  to  say  that  the  rest  of  the  Com- 
missioners were  satisfied  that  my  first  proposition  would  not  be 
accepted  by  the  United  States,  nor  did  they  think  the  second 
Would;  but,  at  all  events,  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
second  proposition  was  inadvisable  and  objectionable.  And  if 
the  Pisliery  question  were  not  settled  there  would  be  a  great 
chance  of  the  whole  of  the  negotiations  being  broken  oil",  etc. 
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"  I  did  not  approve  of  the  tone  of  the  message,  but  of  cours'^ 
could  not  help  myself.  I  have  no  objection,  Jiowever,  thou'li 
I  did  not  say  so  at  the  time,  to  the  latter  part  of  the  communi. 
cation.  It  informs  H.M.  Government  that,  unless  Canada  is 
settled  with  satisfactorily  for  the  fisheries,  they  will  lose  th- 
chance  of  settling  the  Alabama  and  other  questions.  They  will 
thus  see  the  gravity  of  the  position,  and,  I  think,  make  119  some 
offer  to  induce  us  to  assent.  We  shall  probably  get  the  answer 
to-morrow  morning. 

"  The  discussion  took  an  unpleasant  turn,  and  Lord  de  Grev 
commenced  to  lecture  me  on  my  duty  as  a  Commissioner,  aiil 
I  was  obliged  to  tell  him  very  shortly  that  I  believed  I  knew 
what  my  duty  was,  and  I  would  endeavour  to  perform  it. 

"  I  agreed  to  send  the  message  which  you  received  anil 
answered  yesterday.  I  sent  a  copy  of  both  to  Lord  de  Grev 
this  morning,  with  a  request  that  he  would  communicate  tlieiu 
to  H.M.  Government  by  cable,  which  he  has  done. 

*'  I  have  on  several  occasions  stated  that,  if  we  did  not  cot 
adequate  compen-  tion  from  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  England's  purposes  that  we  should  give  a  lease  it 
the  fisheries,  England  must  compensate  us.  To  this  I  have  had 
no  satisfactory  response. 

"  To-day,  after  church,  Lord  de  Grey  came  down  to  see  me, 
and  we  had  a  long  and  interesting  conversation,  in  which  h« 
thought  it  as  well  to  take  quite  a  different  tone.  He  saiJ 
he  had  come  as  an  individual,  and  as  an  old  friend,  to  talk  over 
the  matter  with  me.  This  we  did  at  great  length,  and,  at  his 
request,  I  will  forward  what  I  recollect  of  the  conversation  to 
Canada.  I  shall  address  the  letter  to  Cartier,  who,  they  know, 
has  been  acting  as  my  locum  tcriem,  as  I  may  have  occasion  to 
use  it  hereafter. 

"  Thus  the  matter  stands,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  pretty 
well  mixed.  That  we  shall  come  to  some  solution  of  it,  I  have 
little  doubt,  but  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  hold  my 
position  with  great  firmness. 

"  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  has  disappointed  me  altogether.  I 
think  he  feels  now,  that  he  has  put  himself  in  a  false  position 
by  coming  here,  and  Lord  de  Grey  knows  he  has  dune  so,  fur 
twice  he  (Lord  de  Grey)  has  told  me  that  Northcote,  althougli 
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bound  not  (sic)  to  support  the  Acts  of  the  Imperial  Government 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  is  bound  to  support  his  own  acts.  That 
his  political  friends  in  the  Opposition  would,  of  course,  support 
liim,  and  so  Canada  would  have  no  friends. 

"  Witli  regard  to  the  Fenian  claims,  Lord  de  Grey  and  I  had 
a  talk  on  our  way  home  from  the  Conference,  and  after  the 
Americans  had  taken  the  objection.  He  evidently  felt  that  the 
En^Hsh  Government  and  Thornton  had  made  a  mistake  in 
the  language  of  the  correspondence.  He  said  he  would  sound 
his  Government  as  to  their  willingness  to  pay  Canada  a  sum  of 
money  to  get  rid  of  the  question.  I  availed  myself  of  the 
opportunity  of  speaking  about  a  guarantee  for  railways,  as  being 
a  preferable  mode  of  aiding  Canada  in  any  money  arrangement 
\vith  England,  for  any  purpose  that  might  be  made.  That  it 
did  not  involve  an  advance  of  money  but  a  mere  pledge  of 
credit,  and  if  the  guarantee  was  for  a  Pacific  Railway  it  would 
lie  for  a  matter  of  Imperial  interest,  as  the  railway  would  give 
tlie  shortest  course  across  the  Continent  for  British  commerce 
with  China  and  the  North  Pacific  generally. 

"  To-day  he  informed  me,  and  authorized  me  to  convey  it  to 
Council,  but  in  strictest  confidence,  that  H.M.  Government,  if 
all  other  matters  were  settled,  and  if  it  were  not  to  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  would  agree  to  pay  to  Canada  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  Fenian  claims,  if  the  United  States  did  not.  If,  how- 
ever, other  matters  were  not  settled,  this  understanding  was  to 
i;o  for  nothing. 

"  He  informed  me  that  this  undertaking  had  been  conveyed 
in  answer  to  a  cable  message  which  he  had  sent  according  to  his 
promise  to  me.  He  stated,  however,  that  he  had  not  proposed  a 
juarantee  at  all,  as  he  had  discussed  the  matter  with  Sir  Stafford 
Xorthcote,  and  they  both  agreed  that  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
Mr.  Gladstone  or  the  present  House  of  Commons  assenting  to 
a  guarantee  for  any  purpose.  So  we  now  know  exactly  where 
Sh'  Stafford  Northcote  is  to  be  found." 

On  the  same  day,  he  wrote  to  Sir  George  Cartier: — 
"Lord  de  Grey  came  to  see  me  to-day,  as  he  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  frank  and  full  discussion  on  the  present 
state  of  the  Fishery  negotiations. 

"  He  said  the  situation  was  now  one  of  the  greatest  gravity, 
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involving  consequences  of  the  most  serious  character,  an'l 
affecting  equally  England  and  the  United  States  and  Canad-. 
In  the  first  place,  he  would  ask  me  whether  I  had  comnuinicatt'; 
to  my  Canadian  colleagues  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty's  Covers- 
ment  had  in  their  instructions  mingled  the  principal  subjects  i 
reference,  viz.  the  Alabama  claims,  the  Fisheries  and  San  Juar., 
so  that  the  Commissioners  could  not  agree  upon  tlie  settlcmer:- 
of  the  one  without  the  others — the  object  of  Her  ^Injestv'- 
Government  being  to  remove  at  once  all  causes  of  differenc- 
between  the  two  nations ;  or,  whether,  in  my  communicate; 
with  you,  I  had  not  discussed  the  Fisheries  from  a  commercial 
point  of  view  only. 

"  I  answered  that  I  had  not  conveyed  to  you  the  nature  >  : 
those  instructions,  as  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  discloie 
them  to  any  one. 

"  In  reply,  he  said  he  would  assume  the  responsibility  of 
enabling  me  to  do  so. 

"  He  proceeded  to  say  that  failure  in  the  settlement  of  tlij 
fishery  question  would  involve  the  complete  rupture  of  tk 
negotiations,  and  would  leave  matters  in  a  much  worse  positioi: 
than  we  found  them.  That  no  one  could  foresee  what  t!i'; 
consequences  might  be.  That,  in  case  of  a  failure,  the  Unite! 
States  Commissioners  would  tell  their  story  to  the  Senate,  an! 
the  British  Commissioners  must  do  the  same  thin"  in  Par- 
liament.  That  it  would  then  appear  that  two  propositions  h\ 
bueu  made  to  Canada  (both,  in  his  opinion,  reasonable),  one  fu: 
the  free  admission  of  the  four  articles,  so  often  named  in  n;y 
communications,  and  the  other  for  submission  to  iinparti.ii 
arbitration  of  the  question  as  to  the  amount  of  a  money  con- 
sideration for  free  fishing  during  ten  years.  That  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  though  in  Opposition  and  not  at  all  bound  to  suppor: 
the  Government,  would,  of  course,  define  and  defend  his  offs 
position,  and  would  look  to  his  friends  to  support  him,  and  su 
Canada  would  have  no  friends  in  the  liritish  Parliament.  Tlia: 
I  knew  as  well  as  he  did  that  there  was  a  large  anti-colonial  party 
in  England,  not  confined  to  the  Liberal  party,  many  of  wIioe 
would  rejoice  at  the  action  of  Canada  as  proving  the  colonie; 
to  be  a  danger  and  a  burden.  That  the  arrangement  would  be 
only  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  Canada's  riglits 
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wouKl  be  the  same  as  they  are  now.  That,  in  the  mean  time, 
a  satisfactory  treaty  would  have  been  obtained,  settling  the 
various  questions  in  dispute,  and  Canada  would  during  that 
iieriod  have  time  to  consolidate  the  new  Dominion  and  doveloi) 
her  young  resources. 

"  Ho  desired  that  the  Canadian  Government,  whose  message 
of  vesterJay  I  had  communicated  to  him,  and  which  he  had 
sent  to  England  at  my  request  by  cable,  should  be  fully 
informed  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  he  warned  it  of  the 
responsibility  which  would  fall  upon  it  by  the  rejection  of  a 
reasonable  compromise. 

"lie  wished  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Canada  was  more  interested  in  the  avoidance  of  unfriendly 
relations  with  the  United  States  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
liritish  Empire,  and  would  suffer  most  if  those  relations  became 
hostile. 

"  This,  I  fear,  is  but  a  meagre  statement  of  His  Lordship's 
views,  and  I  cannot  pretend  to  convey  to  you,  as  I  should  wish, 
the  force  and  earnestness  of  his  manner  and  argument. 

"  On  the  other  side,  I  stated  I  was  fully  alive  to  the  gravity 
of  the  position,  and  desired  to  treat  the  matter  as  one  that 
miglit  involve  serious  consequences.  That  Canada,  however, 
was  not  responsible  for  the  commingling  of  the  various  subjects 
of  difference  between  the  nations,  and  she  was,  in  my  opinion, 
prejudiced  by  it.  That  Canada  had,  by  written  despatch  and  by 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Campbell,  urged  on  H.M.  Government  the 
propriety  of  having  the  geographical  limits  of  Canadian  fishing 
grounds  settled  with  the  United  States.  That  this  application 
was  assented  to  and  Sir  Edward  Thornton  instructed  to  open 
the  matter  to  the  Government  here.  That  no  other  subject  M-as 
contemplated  by  Canada,  and  probably  the  proposition  would 
liave  been  nmdc  long  ago  by  Sir  Edward,  had  not  the  (Question 
of  die  right  of  American  fishermen  to  trade  in  our  ports  been 
raised,  and  it  was  felt  that  until  the  British  and  Canadian 
Oovernments  understood  each  other  on  this  point,  he  had 
IjL'tter  defer  making  any  communication  on  the  subject.  That 
the  message  to  Lord  Lisgar  from  the  Colonial  Secretary,  asking 
we  to  be  on  the  Commission,  did  not  state  that  there  was  to 
''e  any  necessary  connection  or  interweaving  of  the  different 


116      MEMOIRS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.  [Chap.  XI    H   IS71.] 

subjects.  That  Canada  was  not  fairly  dealt  with  in  so  min^'Iin 
them  without  her  knowledge  or  consent,  as  they  were  all 
separate  and  distinct  in  their  nature,  and,  if  I  had  l)cen  awai. 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  H.M.  Government  so  to  intermiuV;. 
them,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  grave  consideration  wiili 
me  and  my  colleagues,  whose  'consent  of  course  I  had  to  obtai:; 
as  to  whether  I  should  accept  a  seat  on  the  Commission  or  n^ :, 
That,  on  a  reference  to  the  correspondence  between  Sir  Edwar! 
Thornton  and  Mr.  Fish,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  opening  lett  :: 
of  Sir  Edward  Thornton  confined  itself  to  a  proposal  for  settlii:. 
the  extent  of  the  rights  of  British  subjects  and  American 
citizens  in  the  fisheries,  and  made  no  allusion  to  the  Alaknia, 
San  Juan,  or  any  other  matters ;  and  the  proposition  to  enlar.-; 
the  scope  of  the  Commission  came  from  the  U.S.  Governmeut. 

"  Here  Lord  de  Grey  interposed  the  statement  that,  a- 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  proposition  about  the  Alabama  did  ii' •. 
originate  with  the  United  States,  although  the  correspondent 
indicated  that  it  did  so. 

"  I  said,  of  course  I  quite  understood  the  arrangement  ha  1 
been  a  verbal  one,  and  the  letters  were  subsequently  preparri 
in  the  manner  that  it  was  thought  would  put  it  in  the  mcu: 
advantageous  form  for  both  Governments,  but  the  fact  was  tba: 
we  in  Canada  did  not  know  anything  of  the  correspondeiio,' 
until  it  was  published  in  the  Washington  papers.  That  we 
were,  of  course,  pleased  to  see  a  prospect  of  having  all  disputel 
matters  settled,  and  would  have  no  objection  that  they  sliouli 
be  settled  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  Commission,  kt, 
neither  from  the  correspondence  nor  in  any  other  way  were  w: 
informed  that  the  settlement  of  any  one  of  the  questions  wouli 
depend  upon  the  settlement  of  the  otliars.  T,.at  the  consequence 
now  was  that  Canada  was  called  upon  n^-^.-'inst  lier  will  to  enter 
into  an  arrangement,  which  she  considers  in  the  highest  degiv- 
unsatisfactory  to  her  people,  in  order  to  secure  the  settlemen: 
of  other  matters  in  which  England  is  more  immediately 
interested.  That  the  right  to  the  inshore  fisheries  which  she 
was  now  called  upon  to  sacrifice  was  not  a  matter  of  difference 
between  the  two  countries.  Canada's  property  was  undisputal. 
That  Canada  did  not  wish  to  sell  her  fishery  rights  or  to  lean' 
them,  but  what  she  desired  was  a  fair  commercial  equivaleu: 
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liv  a  tariff  arrangement.  That  the  U.S.  Government  could  not 
object,  or  raise  any  question  if  we  declined  to  sell  or  lease,  and 
the  present  attitude  of  the  American  Commissioners  was  simply 
an  attempt  to  bully  us  into  a  surrender  of  our  rights  by  speak- 
ini.'  of  probable  collisions  involving  the  shedding  of  blood  and 
consequent  irritation,  etc.  That,  however,  tho  United  States 
Government  as  a  civilized  Government  of  a  civilized  nation 
oulJ  not  countenance  any  of  their  citizens  in  such  lawless 
proceedings,  and  any  hostile  action  of  the  Government  was 
!iot  to  be  apprehended  as  an  appreciable  danger.  That  it 
was  intolerable  that  these  New  England  fishermen  should 
say  they  were  resolved  to  fish  in  our  waters  right  or  wrong, 
and  if  not  allowed  would  force  on  a  war  between  the  two 
nations ;  and  we  ought  not  to  sacrifice  our  property  by  reason 
if  such  threats.  That,  as  there  was  an  anti-colonial  party  in 
England,  so  was  there  an  annexation  party  in  Canada;  and  if  we 
were  told  that  England  was  afraid  or  unwilling  to  protect  us 
in  the  enjoyment  of  our  undoubted  rights,  not  from  fear  of 
the  American  Government  or  the  American  people,  but  from 
fear  of  the  Gloucester  fishermen,  that  party  would  gain  great 
-trength  in  Canada  and  perhaps  imperil  the  connection  with  the 
mother  country.  That  in  case  such  connection  was  severed,  the 
consequence,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  annexation  to  the  United 
States.  That  our  maintenance  as  an  independent  nation  was 
not  to  be  thought  of;  we  must  be  either  English  or  American : 
and  if  protection  was  denied  us  by  England,  we  might  as  well 
-It  while  we  had  some  property  left  us,  with  which  we  could 
make  an  arrangement  with  the  United  States.  That  the  post- 
ponement of  the  difficulty  for  ten  years  would  not  mend  matters 
much.  That  if  we  were  unable  to  keep  our  fisheries  now,  how 
could  wo  hope  to  do  so  ten  years  hence,  when  the  fishing 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  the  number  of  men  and  the 
capital  employed,  would  have  largely  increased. 

"Here  Lord  de  Grey  interposed  a  remark  that  then,  at  any 
rate,  the  fisheries  would  be  the  question  to  be  settled,  and  it 
would  not  be  intermingled  with  the  Alabama  and  such  like 
(-'laims. 

"  To  this,  of  course,  I  gave  due  weight.  I  added  that  with 
"espect  to  the  first  proposition,  said  to  have  been  rejected  by 
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Canada,  the  reasonableness  of  our  claims  to  some  additionnl 
money  equivalent  had  been  acknowledged  by  H.^I.  (lovern- 
ment,  and,  as  to  the  second  proposition,  which  was  in  effect  t - 
lease  for  a  money  equivalent  only,  or  with  such  equivalent ;,~ 
the  chief  element,  Canada  had  objected  from  the  beginiiii;. 
That  for  the  sake  of  reciprocal  free  trade  we  would  go  far,  li.: 
we  preferred  keeping  our  fisheries  as  a  growing  industry  an  i 
a  nursery  for  our  seamen  to  any  amount  of  money.  I  sail 
personally  I  would  go  as  far,  or  perhaps  further  than  mo^: 
men  to  maintain  the  connection  with  the  mother  country,  and 
to  establish  amicable  relations  between  the  two  nations  on  a 
permanent  basis,  and  to  gain  those  objects  I  would  bo  prepar..! 
to  make  any  personal  sacrifice  of  position  or  popularity,  if  n;v 
doing  so  would  serve  the  purpose.  That  supposing  I  sbouM 
agree  to  the  last  proposition,  and  sign  the  treaty,  the  moment  i: 
was  laid  before  the  Senate  it  would  be  published  in  ewry 
p.aper  in  Canada,  and  I  believed  that  from  one  end  of  tl;.' 
country  to  the  other  the  indignation  of  the  people  would  be 
roused,  more  especially  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the  llaritini'. 
Provinces,  and,  even  before  I  could  get  back  to  Canada  t ' 
explain  my  position,  the  treaty  would  be  condemned  finally 
and  irretrievably  by  the  public  voice.  That  in  such  case  tl>: 
danger  of  collision  in  May  next,  when  the  American  fisliin: 
vessels  began  to  fish  in  our  waters,  M'ould  bo  enormously 
increased.  That  with  the  treaty  ratified  by  England  and  the 
United  States,  the  fishermen  would  disregard  the  fact  of  its  n 't 
having  been  ratified  by  the  Canadian  Parliament ;  in  fact,  tlii^ 
danger  would  be  so  great  that,  although  our  Parliament  had  jib; 
been  prorogued,  it  would  be  necessary  to  call  it  together  again 
to  deal  witli  the  subject,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  what  ilw 
mode  of  dealing  would  be — it  nmst  be  a  summary  rojection, 
That,  therefore,  I  considered  that  all  the  dangers  and  hazard^ 
wliich  Lord  do  Grey  apprehended  if  no  arrangement  al.iout  tlu^ 
fisheries  were  now  made  <'in  which  fear  I  did  not  concur),  woul  i 
be  a  matter  of  certainty  if  a  treaty  M'ere  made  ou  siuh 
conditions  as  were  certain  to  be  rejected. 

"  I  think  this  is  the  substance  of  my  reply. 

"  I  have  undertaken  to  convey  to  you,  which  I  do  in  tli:^ 
imperfect  and  hurried  manner  (for  I  have  not  time  to  leviso 
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my  letter),  tlie  considerations  which  Lord  de  Grey  pressed  upon 
lue.  I  invite  your  earnest  and  immediate  consideration  of 
them,  and  your  reply  by  telegraph  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of 
this  letter  as  possible. 

"  Before  leaving,  Lord  de  Grey  said  he  was  in  a  position  to 
inform  me  (though  in  the  strictest  confidence,  and  I  convey  it 
to  you  in  the  same  manner),  that  H.M.  Government  would,  if 
all  otlier  matters  were  settled  and  it  were  not  to  be  considered 
as  a  precedent,  consent  to  pay  Canada  a  sum  of  money  in 
settlement  of  the  Fenian  claims,  if  the  United  States  refused  to 

do  SO. 

"  r.S.  Lord  de  Grey  said  he  had  been  much  surprised  to 
luarn  from  me  that  we  did  not  apprehend  any  danger  from 
leaving  the  fishery  matters  unsettled.  That  he  believed  it  was 
general  impression  in   England,   and    especially  of    the 
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Government,  that  the  danger  was  great  and  pressing,  and  Lord 
Granville  had  informed  him  that  if  this  question  alone  were 
settled  the  mission  would  not  be  a  failure.  I  replied  that  this 
apprehension  must  be  of  very  recent  growth.  That  Lord 
Clarendon  could  not  have  felt  it  when  he  corresponded  with 
Mr.  Adams  in  'Go.  That  no  such  fear  was  conveyed  to  us  in 
the  three  years  during  which  the  license  system  existed,  or 
in  1870  when  the  principle  of  exclusion  was  adopted,  and  the 
instructions  to  British  and  Canadian  otticers  settled  between 
the  two  Governments,  nor  when  Mr.  Campbell  was  in  direct 
eomnumication  with  Lord  Kimberley,  and  the  apprehension 
could  only  have  been  caused  by  the  President's  message  of  last 
December.  As  to  this  I  stated  that  no  great  importance 
ought  to  be  attached  to  it — that  it  was  understood  to  have 
been  prepared  by  General  Butler,  and  it  was  known  that 
Mr.  Fish  had  not  seen  it  until  it  was  in  print.  That  it  was 
written  to  attain  an  object,  and  that  I  was  sorry  to  find  that 
this  object  had  been  attained  and  England  had  been  frightened 
by  it  into  coercing  Canada." 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE   TREATY  OF  WASIIINGTOX, — continued. 
1871. 

'*  WHEN'  SOME  ONE  WRITES  MY  BIOriU.VrilY — IF  I  AM  EVEK  THOUGHT  WOIITIIV 
OE  II.VVIXG  SUCH  AN  INTEKESTIXO  DOCUMENT  I'REPAUED — AND  WIIKX,  .\< 
A  MATTER  OF  HISTORY,  THE  QUESTIONS  CONXECTED  \VITH  THIS  TUEATV 
ARE  Ul'IIELl),  IT  WILL  UE  FOUND  THAT  UPON  THIS,  AS  WELL  AS  ITdX 
EVERY  OTHER  POINT,  I  DID  ALL  I  COULD  TO  PROTECT  THE  RIGHTS  AMi 
CLAIMS  OF  THE  DOMINION." — (SjJCec/t  of  Si)'  Johl  Mucdonuld  ill  the  Uuui,': 

of  Commons,  May  3,  1872. 
"  [Private  and  confidential.] 

"  The  Arlington,  Washington,  April  18,  1871. 

"My  dear  Tltper, 

"  To  continue  the  narrative  of  events.  YGStcnlav 
(Monday)  morning  I  went  to  a  caucus  at  Lord  do  Grey's.  Hi' 
stated  that  no  answer  to  our  cable  telegram  to  England  could 
be  expected  that  day.  That  we  had,  in  fact,  no  business  to  p 
on  witli  at  the  Conference,  as  the  Alabama  matter  and  the 
question  of  claims  had  been  arranged,  and  Mr.  Fis)i  had  inti- 
mated that,  if  other  matters  were  settled,  the  United  States 
would  leave  the  San  Juan  matter  to  arbitration.  Congress  was 
to  adjourn  in  a  day  or  two,  and  if  we  told  the  U.S.  Com- 
missioners that  we  were  not  prepared  to  go  on,  it  would  cause 
great  annoyance  and  irritation  among  them,  especially  in  the 
case  of  ]\Ir.  Fish,  who  wished  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Sciuiu 
when  they  might  expect  to  be  summoned  back  here  to  confiim 
the  treaty  in  executive  session.  He  therefore  thought  we  had 
better  go  on  provisionally  v/itli  the  details  of  the  article  on  the 
fisheries,  and  for  this  purpose  assume  that  II.IM.  Governmoiit 
had  given  its  assent  to  tlie  principle  of  arbitration,  but  the 
U.S.  Commissioners  should  l)e  distinctly  informed  that  if  Ilei 
Majesty  did  not  assent  to  the  proposal  our  labours  in  thi'^ 
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miKct  would  go  for  nothing.     The   others   expressed  their 
concurrence  in  his  view. 

"  I  stated  that  I  greatly  doubted  the  expediency  of  taking 
any  steps,  even  of  a  provisional  nature,  until  we  received  the 
expected  instructions  from  England.  We  should  only  be  com- 
iiiitting  ourselves  by  so  doing,  and  be  rendering  it  more  difficult 
to  get  back  to  the  point  at  which  we  then  were,  and  the 
Americans  would  be  exceedingly  disappointed  if,  after  going 
into  and  settling  the  details,  the  proposition  was  rejected  alto- 
gether. However,  I  said  tiiat  as  a  majority  of  them  had  so 
i.lecided,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  consider  my  own  position, 
and  what  X  should  do  to  keep  myself  right. 

"  I  stated  again  the  position  I  had  taken,  namely,  that  I  did 
not  believe  that  Canada  would  ratify  the  arrangement,  and  my 
l.^ulief  bad  been  strengthened  by  your  telegram  which  had  gone 
home  to  England.  That  if  I  went  to  the  Conference  and  sat 
silent,  the  U.S.  Commissioners  would  naturally  suppose  that 
I  assented  to  the  proposition,  and  might  afterwards,  I  feared, 
charge  me  with  want  of  candour.  It  seemed  to  me,  therefore, 
on  the  first  impression,  that  I  ought  either  to  absent  myself 
from  the  Conference,  or,  when  present,  state  that  I  did  not 
lielieve  the  arrangement  would  be  satisfactory  to  Canada,  and 
iliat  I  doubted  its  sanction  by  her  Parliament. 

"  Lord  de  Grey  was  taken  aback  by  this,  and  said  it  was  a 
very  grave  statement  to  make,  involving  serious  responsibility, 
and,  after  such  a  formal  statement,  he  thought  that  ho  and  his 
English  colleagues  should  together  consider  what  should  be  done. 

"Tlicy  accordingly  withdrew,  and,  after  an  absence  of  a 
nsiderable  time,  returned.  Lord  de  Grey  then  stated  that, 
although  they  felt  that  any  delay  would  be  most  unfortunate 
liy  causing  great  annoyance  and  irritation  among  the  U.S. 
Ctiiuniissioners,  the  U.S.  Government,  and  the  Senate,  and 
nught  be  productive  of  evil  consequences  to  the  whole  negoti- 
ation, yet,  in  the  face  of  my  statement  that  I  would  absent 
ii'ysclf,  or,  when  at  Conference,  make  a  formal  protest  against 
lliu  proposal,  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  tluit  the  only 
course  left  them  was  to  postpone  everything  until  formal 
instructions  from  England  were  received. 

"  1,  of  course,  could  not  allow  them  to  place  mc  in  such  a 
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position  as  to  enable  them  hereafter  to  throw  the  responsibility 
of  failure  on  my  shoulders  entirely,  and  I  therefore  replied  that 
I  did  not  inform  them  that  I  would  make  any  protest  of  the 
kind.  What  I  desired  was  to  protect  myself  from  any  subse- 
quent charge  of  want  of  candour  towards  the  U.S.  Commis- 
sioners. Hitherto  we  had  acted  on  each  side  as  a  unit  throufh 
our  respective  spokesmen,  but  I  presumed  we  did  not  any  of 
us  lose  our  individuality.  This  being  in  the  nature  of  a  mixed 
Commission,  I  presumed  that  we  might  divide  in  opinion,  having 
British  and  Americans  voting  one  way,  against  British  and 
Americans  voting  the  other  way.  However,  I  was  new  to  the 
conduct  of  matters  in  aI;'lomacy.  and  therefore  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  opinion  of  riy  culleagues.  They  replied  seriatim. 
Lord  de  Grey  said  we  weru  :  of  a  mixed  Commission,  but  held 
the  position  of  plenipotentiaries,  and  he  thought  that,  as  such, 
we  must  act  as  a  unit. 

"  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  concurred,  and  stated  that  whatever 
his  own  opinions  at  any  time  might  be,  he  felt  that  as  a  Com- 
missioner and  plenipotentiary  he  was  an  agent  of  the  Impurial 
Government,  and,  as  such,  was  bound  to  carry  out  the  iustruc- 
tions  received  from  them,  although  he  might  disapprove  of  the 
policy  of  those  instructions,  but  that  he  would  take  good  care 
to  put  himself  riglit  with  the  Government  on  any  point  of 
difference.  Sir  Edward  Thornton  and  Mr.  Bernard  spoke  in 
the  same  strain. 

"  I  replied  that  I  was  certainly  not  strictly  correct  in  callint; 
it  a  mixed  Commission,  that  it  was  a  Joint  Commission,  and  I 
recognized  the  fact  of  our  being  empowered  as  plenipotcntiarie.'^. 
I  repeated  that  all  I  desired  was  to  protect  myself  from  am' 
future  charge  of  disingenuousness  from  any  quarter,  and  stated 
that  if  they  thought  my  presence  would  not  be  held  as  com- 
mitting me  finally  to  the  arrangement,  of  course  I  would  submi: 
to  their  better  judgment,  and  would  not  absent  myself  from  the 
Conference,  reserving  to  myself,  however,  full  liberty  to  express 
my  dissent  at  such  time  and  in  such  way  as  I  thought 
expedient. 

"  They  again  retired  for  consultation,  and  on  their  return 
stated  tliey  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  the  whole  it 
was  better  to  proceed. 
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"  Wo  then  went  to  the  Conference,  and  Lord  de  Grey  stated 
formally  that,  taking  up  the  Fishery  matters  where  he  had  left 
them,  he  desired  to  say  that  H.M.  Government,  with  which  he 
had  communicated,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  offer 
of  free  coal,  salt,  fish,  and  lumber,  the  latter  to  be  free  at  a 
future  date,  was  not  an  adequate  equivalent  for  the  fishery 
privileges.  That  it  was  understood  that  the  duties  on  coal  and 
salt  would  be  removed  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  under 
any  circumstances,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  fairly 
considered  as  any  portion  of  an  equivalent.  That  the  proposed 
arrangement  being  for  ten  years,  the  postponement  of  the 
removal  of  the  duty  on  lumber  for  three  years  rendered  it  of 
no  present  advantage,  and  so  there  only  remained,  practically, 
the  proposal  of  free  fish,  which  was  altogether  insufficient  of 
itself.  That  H.M.  Government  thought  that,  in  addition  to 
those  four  articles,  there  should  be  an  additional  payment  of 
money,  the  amount  to  be  settled  in  some  way. 

"  Mr.  Fish  replied  that  the  American  Government  were  not 
prepared  to  make  any  additional  money  grant  whatever,  and 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the  United  States  Government 
formally  withdrew  their  offer.  All  tliiS;  of  course,  was  simply 
the  official  statement  in  Conference  of  what  had  previously 
(lecurred  at  the  informal  meetings  between  Lord  de  Grey 
and  Mr.  Fish.  It  seems  to  be  the  practice  of  conferences  that 
'inly  results  arc  talked  of  in  them,  all  matters  being  settled  out 
of  conference  and  only  the  arranged  conclusions  stated  there. 

"  Mr.  Fish  proceeded  to  say  that,  the  ground  being  cleared, 
the  United  States  Government  were  now  prepared  to  revert 
to  the  proposal  of  a  purely  money  consideration,  and,  as  it 
appeared  there  was  an  irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  Governments  as  to  the  value  of  the  fisheries, 
he  proposed  that  it  should  be  left  to  an  impartial  arbitration, 
one  arbitrator  to  be  chosen  by  each  Government,  and  the 
third  selected  by  the  Minister  of  some  friendly  power. 

"  Lord  de  Grey  said  that  he  presumed  this  proposition  was 
for  a  term  of  years. 

"  Mr.  Fish  replied  that  he  wished  to  press  upon  tlie  British 
Commissioners  the  expediency  of  settling  the  question  by 
arbitration  for  all  time. 
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"  Lord  de  Grey  said  he  could  not  hold  out  the  most  distant 
hopes  that  such  a  proposition  would  be  entertained  by  England' 
it  must  be  for  a  term  of  years.  Mr.  Fish  then  said  ten  yean 
was  too  short  a  period ;  lo  would  soon  pass,  and  would  invohe 
the  necessity  of  a  new  arbitration  or  settlement  at  the  end; 
and  he  named  twenty-five  years,  or  one  generation.  Lord  de 
Grey  said  it  was  a  matter  for  consideration,  but,  if  the 
Americans  thought  ten  years  too  short,  he  thought  twenty-five 
years  too  long ;  that  point,  however,  must  stand  over  for  the 
present.  He  then  proceeded  to  state  that,  in  any  arrangement 
whatever,  they  must  include  free  fish.  .  .  . 

"  I  am  now  satisfied  that  the  repeal  of  the  coal  and  salt 
duties  in  Canada  has  been  the  cause  of  the  change  of  feelini; 
here.  The  moment  tlio  coal  and  salt  owners  found  that  our 
market  was  ope  \  ^o  .em,  they  put  the  screws  on  their 
representatives  at  Wasliiiigton.  The  present  Government  here 
is  as  weak  as  v^.ttei-,  and  th'^v  have  not  the  pluck  to  resist 
in  the  slightest  degree  ^he  pressure  from  their  friends  in  the 
Senate.  The  coal  and  salt  owners,  with  the  usual  blind 
cupidity  of  monopolists,  calculate  on  the  supply  of  our  market 
for  the  present  season,  and  trust  to  the  chances  of  the  future 
in  still  further  postponing  free  coal  and  salt  in  the  next 
session.  In  this  I  do  not  believe  they  have  the  slighte:?t 
chance  of  success,  but  it  is  clear  that  they  will  not  throw  away 
the  chance,  bov/ever  small.  The  absurd  attempts  of  the  U.S. 
Commissioners  to  depreciate  the  value  of  our  fisheries  would 
be  ridiculous  if  they  were  not  so  annoying.  They  found  our 
English  friends  so  squeezable  in  nature  that  their  audacity 
has  grown  beyond  all  bounds. 

"We  got  a  cable  last  night  informing  us  that  we  should 
receive  full  instructions  after  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet, 
which  is  to  take  place  to-day,  but  I  do  not  suppose  that 
we  shall  receive  those  instructions  until  after  the  Conference 
rises. 

"I  hope  you  will  receive  my  letters  to-morrow  morning 
at  latest,  and  that  I  shall  receive  your  answer  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  It  is  useless  to  speculate  on  what  the  English 
Cabinet  may  say.  They  are  in  this  position :  they  have  formally 
and  officially  told  us,  first,  that  they  will  not  dispose  of  the 
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fisheries  without  our  consent;  second,  that  our  right  to  the 
insliore  fisheries  is  beyond  dispute,  and  should  not  be  ceded 
without  adequate  compensation ;  third,  that  they  agree  with 
me  that  the  offer  of  free  coal,  salt,  fish,  and  lumber  is  not 
fill  adequate  consideration,  and  should  be  supplemented  by 
a  money  payment.  And  they  have  been  informed  that  I 
adhere  to  this  proposition,  and,  if  it  cannot  be  carried  out, 
Canada  desires  to  retain  her  inshore  fisheries,  and  to  have 
the  headlands  question  adjusted  in  some  way  according  to 
the  original  arrangement  made  through  Campbell.  Added 
to  all  this,  they  have  the  formal  statement  of  the  Canadian 
Government  that  our  Parliament  would  not  ratify  any  treaty 
of  the  nature  now  proposed. 

"Whenever  the  answers  from  London  and  Ottawa  are 
received,  I  shall  be  able  to  write  you  exactly  how,  in  my 
opinion,  matters  will  end. 

"  Believe  me,  yours  faithfully 

"John  A.  Macdonald." 


On  the  21st  of  April  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Tupper  : — 

"On  Tuesday  morning,  the  19th,  before  going  to  Conference, 
I  read  to  Lord  de  Grey  that  portion  of  my  letter  to  Cartier 
which  related  the  substance  of  his  conversation  with  me  on 
Sunday.  He  said  it  was  perfectly  correct,  and  he  had  nothing 
to  add  to  or  take  from  it. 

"I  afterwards  showed  the  whole  letter  to  Sir  Stafford 
Xorthcote,  so  that  he  might  understand  the  position  I  took. 
I  was  anxious  for  him  to  see  the  remark  of  Lord  de  Grey  that 
we  should  have  no  friends  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  as  he 
(Xorthcote)  would  be  obliged  to  support  the  Government. 
He  read  it  with  great  attention,  and  said  he  was  obliged,  but 
made  no  other  remark.  .  .  . 

"  I  omitted  to  state  that,  in  our  discussions  on  Tuesday  as 
to  the  articles  of  reference,  the  Americans  pressed  that  the 
reference  should  be  so  worded  as  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
arbitration  should  ascertain  whether  any  compensation  more 
than  free  fish  was  just.  We  replied  that  it  did  not  lie  in 
their  mouths  to  put  the  statement  in  any  such  hypothetical 
^vay.    They  had  already  offered   us  free  fish,  coal,  salt,  and 
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lumber,  and,  therefore,  could  not  now  say  that  free  fish  alon 
was  a  sufficient  equivalent. 

"Judge  Hoar  (who,  you  may  remember,  stated  the  dav 
before,  that  their  previous  offer  had  so  enormously  exceedea 
the  value  of  the  fisheries  that  it  would  hazard  the  passing  of 
the  treaty  in  the  Senate)  now  said:  *0h,  we  did  not  oiler 
you  much  more  than  free  fish,  because  you  are  going  to  ge: 
coal  and  salt  whether  or  no  next  session,  and  you  will  get 
lumber  before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years.'  Hoar  is 
considered  the  honest  man  of  the  American  Commission,  so 
you  may  fancy  what  the  others  are  like."  * 

On  the  23rd  of  April  Sir  George  Cartier  telegraphed  :— 
"We  are  sensible  of  the  gravity  of  the  position  and  alivf 
to  the  deep  interest  which  Canada  has  in  the  settlement  of 
all  disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
The  Queen's  Government  having  formally  pledged  herself  thai 
our  fisheries  should  not  be  disposed  of  without  our  consent, 
to  force  us  now  into  a  disposal  of  them  for  a  sum,  to  be  fixed 
by  arbitration,  and  free  fish,  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  and 
an  indignity  never  before  offered  to  a  great  British  possession. 
The  people  of  Canada  were  ready  to  exchange  the  right  ol 
fishing  for  reciprocal  trade  rights  to  be  agreed  upon ;  but,  if 
these  cannot  be  obtained,  she  prefers  to  retain  her  fisheries, 
and  she  protests  against  the  course  which,  against  her  will, 
is  being  pursued  with  reference  to  her  interests  and  property. 
We  were  never  informed  that  the  fisheries  would  be  inextricabl} 
mixed  up  with  the  Alabama  question,  and  could  not  haw 
apprehended  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  coerce  us 
into  an  unwilling  disposal  of  them  to  obtain  results,  however 

*  It  should  1)0  borne  in  mind  that  these  letters  were  ^\Titten  in  moment's  oi 
irritation,  when  there  is  always  a  tendency  to  cxa{?geratc.  I  do  not  believe  that  Sir 
John  Macdouald  meant  this  and  other  not  wholly  complimentary  alh^sious  to  hi- 
American  colleagues  to  be  taken  literally.  Ilather  do  I  think  that  the  estimate  n! 
them,  which  ho  expressed  a  few  montlis  after  his  return  from  Washington,  raort 
accurately  represents  his  real  sentiments.  'Writing  to  bis  friend  Mr.  (now  Senatoii 
Gowan,  under  date  of  June  27,  1871,  ho  says:  "While  you  have  been  cnjoyii!:' 
yourself,  I  liave  been  among  the  great  men  at  Washington.  Wliile  the  stniulard it 
excellence  there  is  far  lower  than  the  English  one,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  states- 
men of  the  United  States  bavo  risen  greatly  in  my  estimation  since  I  have  liml 
personal  intercourse  with  them.  Socially,  my  sojourn  was  pleasant  euougli,  iwt 
the  erabaiTassmeuts  aud  difficulties  of  my  position  were  at  times  almost  beyoml 
endurance." 
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important,  on  other  points  in  dispute.  Our  Parliament  woulil 
never  consent  to  a  treaty  on  the  basis  now  proposed  [and,  if 
persisted  in,  you  should  withdraw  from  the  Commission].* 
We  concur  fully  in  the  statement  and  arguments  which  you 
liave  used  to  Lord  de  Grey,  as  given  in  your  letter  to  me." 

On  the  27th  of  April  Sir  John  wrote  Dr.  Tupper : — 

"  It  was  very  unfortunate  that  the  telegram,  in  answer  to 
my  letter  to  Cartier,  did  not  arrive  in  time.  Had  I  received 
it  on  Thursday,  or  even  on  Friday  morning,  it  would  probably 
have  produced  such  an  effect  on  Lord  de  Grey  as  to  have 
induced  him  to  send  a  copy  of  it  by  cable  to  England,  which 
would,  I  am  almost  certain,  have  made  the  Home  Government 
jiause  before  taking  the  final  step  that  they  did.  As  it  was, 
however,  we  got  instructions  from  England  on  Friday  after- 
noon, to  agree  to  a  settlement  of  the  inshore  fisheries  on  the 
terms  of  free  fish  and  a  money  compensation,  the  amount  to 
be  decided  by  an  impartial  arbitration.  The  arrangement, 
however,  to  be  subject  to  ratification  by  Canada. 

"  As  the  United  States  Government  had  become  impatient, 
and  as  the  Senate  had  also  become  very  restive  at  the  delay, 
no  time  was  lost  in  acting  upon  the  instructions. 

"  The  articles  as  agreed  upon  arc  substantially  as  follows  .  .  . 

"Such  are  the  articles.  My  first  impulse,  I  confess,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  cable  message  from  England,  authorizing  the 
reference  of  the  value  of  the  fisheries  to  arbitration,  was  to 
hand  in  my  resignation  of  my  position  as  '  Commissioner, 
procurator,  and  plenipotentiary'  to  Lord  de  Grey  for  trans- 
mission to  Earl  Granville ;  and  I  stated  so  to  the  former,  and 
to  my  other  colleagues. 

"After  thinking  over  it  for  a  night,  however,  I  refrained 
from  doing  so,  reserving  to  myself  the  right  of  ulterior  action. 
It  was  fortunate  that  I  did  so,  else  the  Articles  would  have 
been  much  worse  than  they  are.  The  lease  of  the  fisheries 
would  have  been  for  twenty -five  years  instead  of  for  ten  with 
notice.  Fish  oil  would  have  been  excluded,  and  only  the  fish 
proved  to  have  been  caught  in  the  inshore  fisheries  admitted. 

"  These  alterations,  it  may  perhaps  be  said,  are  of  no  con- 
sequence, as  Canada  is  certain  to  reject  the  treaty  m   toto. 

*  The  words  within  brackets  were  subsequently  withdrawn. 
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I  felt,  however,  that  I  ought  not  to  throw  away  any  chanr. 
for  Canada,  and  it  is  quite  on  the  cards  that  England,  in  k- 
desire  to  settle  all  matters  with  the  United  States,  mav  i.' 
forced  to  offer  a  substantial  compensation  to  Canada  as  an 
inducement  to  our  Parliament  to  consent  to  the  arrangement, 
With  that  possibility  before  me,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  remove 
as  many  objections  as  I  could.  Had  I  not  been  present,  tie 
article  about  the  St.  Lawrence  would  have  been  settled  in  a 
manner  altogether  disadvantageous  to  us.  The  U.S.  Com- 
missioners pressed  most  persistently  from  the  beginning  for 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  and  canals.  They  returaej 
again  and  again  to  it,  and  used  the  argument  which  has  ar. 
overpowering  effect  on  my  colleagues,  that  without  such  gran: 
the  Western  Senators  would  never  vote  for  the  Alabama  settle- 
ment. They  (the  British  Commissioners)  were  just  as  urgent 
with  me  to  assent,  but,  of  course,  I  refused  to  do  so.  Tlir 
instructions  from  England,  however,  were  positive  to  consent 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Government 
holding  apparently  that,  by  international  law,  as  now  under- 
stood, the  Americans  had  really  a  right  to  its  navigation  to  the 
mouth,  and  the  two  secretaries  of  the  Commission  had  settled  a 
clause  for  that  purpose. 

"  I  protested  most  loudly  against  the  concession.  I  had 
to  admit  that  the  river  up  to  Montreal  was  already  open  tn 
American  commerce,  as  it  was  to  the  trade  of  any  other  friendly 
nation,  and  that  it  was  specially  so  by  the  Commercial  Con- 
vention existing  between  the  two  nations ;  and  that,  as  the 
river  was  not  navigable  from  Montreal  up  to  the  point  where 
the  United  States  owned  the  southern  bank,  we  were,  in  fact, 
giving  them  no  practical  advantage.  But  I  argued  that 
England  had  finally  refused  the  right  in  1828 — and  the  fact 
that  the  Americans  had  no  right  to  it  was  recognized  by  the 
Eeciprocity  Treaty — and  now  it  was  too  late  for  them  to  urge 
it,  and  we  were  not  getting  anything  for  it,  etc. 

"  The  reply  was  that  England  had  finally  made  up  her 
mind  on  the  point,  and  would  yield  to  the  request  as  a  reason- 
able and  proper  one. 

"  I  then  objected  to  the  words  of  the  clause,  which  give? 
the  right  of  navigation  ascending  and  descending,  and  argued 
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that,  as  it  was  known  no  vessels  could  ascend  the  river  by  its 
natural  channel,  the  grant  of  such  navigation  would  give  the 
Americans  the  opportunity  of  arguing  that  the  treaty  con- 
ferred the  right  to  use  our  canals,  as  being  the  only  mode  by 
which  the  river  could  be  ascended  at  the  time  the  treaty  was 
made.  Professor  Bernard  had  to  admit  that  it  was  a  point 
capable  of  argument.  The  trouble  was,  however,  how  to  pre- 
vent the  argument  being  raised,  and,  as  Mr.  Fish  was  specially 
anxious  that  some  hope  should  be  held  out  in  the  treaty  of 
aettin"  the  use  of  the  canals,  in  order  to  please  the  "Western 
Senators,  I  suggested  that  both  objects  might  be  accomplished 
liy  putting  in  an  article  similar  to  that  in  the  Eeciprocity 
Treaty  regarding  the  State  canals.  By  looking  back  to  item 
Xo.  10  you  will  see  that  the  Queen  engages  to  urge  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  to  secure  to  the  U.S.  citizens  the  use  of  the 
Welland,  St.  Lawrence,  and  other  canals,  and  the  United  States 
airrees  to  do  the  same  thing  with  respect  to  its  State  canals. 
This  article  shows  expressly  that  the  canals  are  not  a  portion 
of  tb'i  St.  Lawrence,  but  are  within  the  sole  control  of  Canada. 

"  In  the  same  article  you  will  observe  that  the  free  use  of 
the  canal  over  the  St.  Clair  flats  is  secured  for  ever  to  Canada. 

"Then  it  happened  that  Donald  A.  Smith  mentioned  to 
Sh-  Stafford  Northcote  and  myself  that  it  was  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  Xorth-West  to  secure  the  free  navigation  of  the 
three  rivers  mentioned  in  item  8.  He  says  that  the  use  of 
the  Yukon  is  absolutely  indispensable.  That  already  American 
vessels  from  San  Francisco  carry  goods  via  the  Yukon  into 
mir  country  at  rates  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  conveyed 
by  any  other  route.  The  Stikine  Eiver,  he  says,  goes  through 
.1  gold  country,  and  its  navigation  is  also  of  importance.  The 
Porcupine  is  a  branch  of  the  Yukon.  As  the  Americans  con- 
tended for  the  general  principle,  they  were  obliged  to  consent 
with  respect  to  these  three  rivers. 

"  The  Americans  have  positively  refused  to  grant  the  free 
navigation  of  Lake  Michigan  in  perpetuity.  They  alleged  that 
it  stood  in  quite  a  different  position  from  the  St.  Lawrence; 
that  Canada  owned  no  portion  of  the  land  on  its  shores ;  that 
it  was  closed  by  a  narrow  strait,  and  was  altogether  American ; 
and  that,  without  any  express  provision,  it  was  open  to 
VOL.  II.  K 
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Canadian  shipping  (Chicago  being  as  nuich  a  port  of  entry  a? 
New  York),  and  wouhl  not  be  closed  so  long  as  the  countries 
were  at  amity. 

"  The  right  of  transit  in  bond  is  also  secured. 

"You  will  observe  that  item  No.  11  provides  fur  gooih 
arriving  at  New  York,  Boston,  Portland,  and  other  ports  tlu: 
may  from  time  to  time  be  named  by  the  President.  I  askti 
Mr.  Fish,  as  Sir  Francis  Hincks  suggested  in  his  telegram  t . 
me,  that  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  Orleans  should  Iw 
expressly  stated.  He  said  he  would  prefer  to  keep  the  articl' 
as  it  was,  because  it  contained  the  exact  language  of  tlie  Ac; 
of  Congress  authorizing  the  bonding  system,  but  there  woul  i 
be  no  difficulty  at  any  time  in  getting  a  Treasury  Order  h 
any  port  in  the  United  States.  The  right  conferred  by  tlii< 
article  will  probably  be  for  ten  years,  like  the  fisheries.  I  sup- 
pose you  would  prefer  it  should  be  for  all  time  to  come.  Let 
me  know  the  opinion  of  Council  on  this  point  by  teiegrapli,  a- 
soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 

"  By  Article  No.  12  Her  Majesty  agrees  to  urge  the  legi- 
lature  of  New  Brunswick  to  take  off  tlie  export  duty  on  Inniber. 
I  fancy  I  see  the  legislature  granting  the  request !  This  i? 
a  part  of  Fish's  buncombe  to  get  the  votes  of  the  Senators  fruiu 
Maine  to  the  treaty  as  a  whole. 

"Article  13,  as  to  the  transhipment,  will  be  made  subject 
to  Canadian  legislation.  It  will,  I  fear,  be  settled  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  be  acceptable  to  our  Parliament,  anl 
therefore  the  Welland  Eailway  will  not  get  what  it  wants. 
I  am  obliged  to  deal  very  gingerly  with  this  matter.  The 
American  Commissioners  seem  to  hold  that  the  carrying  in 
bond  from  one  American  port  to  another,  even  by  different 
British  vessels,  is  a  breach  of  their  coasting  laws,  and  there- 
fore a  cargo  cannot  be  carried,  say  from  Chicago  to  Colling- 
wood,  in  a  British  vessel  in  bond,  thence  over  the  railway  to 
Toronto,  and  from  there  in  another  British  vessel  to  Oswei^o. 
This  I  cannot  believe  to  be  the  law,  if  tested  in  the  courts 
here,  but  there  are  three  judges  on  the  American  Comniission, 
and  they  hold  to  that  doctrine." 

On  April  29  :~ 

"The  rights  of  Canada  being  substantially  preserved  by 
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ivserviii"  to  her  the  veto  power  as  to  the  fisheries,  I  am  sincerely 
ilc-sirous  that  a  treaty  should  bo  made,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  Alabama  and  San  Juan  matters  should  be 
-jttled,  especially  the  former.  The  expectations  by  the  American 
iieople  of  a  settlement  of  these  matters  have  been  strung  to  a 
very  high  pitch,  and  the  disappointment,  in  case  the  negoti- 
iitionr  '  iu  nothing,  will  be  very  great.  If  this  attempt  to 
si.'ltlo  — -  -iilabama  question  should  fail,  no  peaceable  solution 
(if  it  is  possible,  and  the  war  cloud  will  hang  over  England  and 
Canaila.    Lord  de  Grey  has  told  me  several  times  .  .  . 

"In  all  this  I  am  satistied  that  Lord  de  Grey  is  quite 
sincere,  and  of  course  I  appreciate  the  weight  of  the  argument, 
;is  well  as  the  consideration  that  Canada  would  be  a  greater 
sufTerer  in  case  of  hostilo  action  than  England  possibly  could 
liL',  "Witli  a  treaty  therefore  once  made,  Canada  has  the  game 
in  her  own  hands.  All  fear  of  war  will  have  been  averted,  and 
between  now  and  next  February,  when  Parliament  meets,  our 
(government  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  consider  the  whole 
position  The  American  fishermen  having  been  excluded  from 
(lur  w  for  two  seasons,  their  clamour  will  be  very  great, 
iind  ..portance  of  finally  settling  the   question  will  be 

increased  in  the  minds  of  the  two  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  Canada  may  then  be  in  a  position  to 
say  that  she  must  get  pecuniary  compensation  from  England, 
ami  liberal  tariff  arrangements  "vith  the  United  States.  I  need 
not,  however,  dilate  on  this  subject,  which  we  can  talk  over  at 
leisure  when  I  arrive  at  Ottawa. 

"I  took  a  fitting  opportunity  of  giving  Lord  de  Grey 
Cartier's  telegram  in  answer  to  my  letter,  I  omitted  that 
portion  of  it  which  said  that  I  should  withdraw  from  the 
Commission.  The  reason  that  I  did  so  was,  that  my  Commis- 
sion is  that  of  an  ambassador,  acting  directly  as  an  officer  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  over  which  Commission  of  course  the 
Canadian  Government  have  no  control.  I  took  occasion,  however, 
to  let  him  know  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues. 

"  Lord  de  Grey  thought  it  necessary,  after  considering  the 
tenor  of  Cartier's  message,  to   write   me   a   letter,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy.*    I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
*  For  these  letters,  see  Appendix  XXII. 
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"  I  may  mention  that  whenever  I  have  hinted  at  severing' 
myself  from  the  Commission,  I  have  met  with  an  imanimou> 
protest  from  my  colleagues.  They  say  that  my  doing  so  would 
probably  prevent  the  treaty  being  confirmed  by  the  Senate' 
that  it  would  at  once  be  held  by  the  New  England  Senator? 
that  my  withdrawal  must  be  accepted  as  an  unequivocal  state- 
ment that  Canada  will  not  ratify  the  treaty,  and  they  say  that 
if  all  the  questions  are  not  settled  they  may  as  well  all  be  left 
open,  as  the  omission  of  one  subject  would  greatly  imperil  tie 
settlement  of  the  others. 

"  My  colleagues  say  this  would  be  a  most  serious  responsi- 
bility for  me  to  take  and  for  the  Canadian  Government  t. 
advise;  the  blame  of  the  failure  would  fall  altogether  on 
Canada,  and  the  irritation  and  annoyance  in  England  againr. 
us  would  be  intense. 

"  They  also  say  that,  like  other  ambassadors,  we  are  bouiiij 
by  instructions,  and  it  would  be  a  complete  justification  of  our 
action  that  we  have  carried  out  the  positive  orders  of  tlie 
Government  which  we  represent. 

"  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  savs  he  will  take  that  line  in  tlie 
Imperial  I'arlianient,  although  he  does  not  acquiesce  in  the 
policy  of  some  of  the  instructions  from  England.  I  listened  to 
all  this,  but  uniformly  stated  that  I  held  myself  free  to  take 
such  ultimate  action  as  I  might  think  advisable. 

"  As  I  said  before,  I  shall  continue  to  watch  events,  lest  in 
my  absence  they  might  play  the  devil  with  our  interests.  I 
cannot  divest  myself  of  the  apprehension  that  if  I  were  away, 
either  from  ignorance  or  from  carelessness,  some  stipulation 
might  be  introduced  into  the  treaty  which,  though  coutravenin: 
Tagland's  engagements  with  us,  or  even  our  rights  secured  ly 
the  Act  of  Union,  would  still  be  binding  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States. 

"  The  Americans  would,  of  course,  hold  England  to  any 
treaty  stipulation,  and  say  it  was  no  affair  of  theirs  if  in  making' 
that  treaty  they  had  trampled  on  the  rights  of  Canada. 

"  You  may  think  it  surprising  that  the  U.S.  Connnissioiier< 
attach  so  much  importance  to  the  fishery  articles  when  they 
are  dependent  altogether  on  their  subsequent  confirmation  I'V 
our  Parliamuut.    We  cauuot,  however,  make  them  believe  or 
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understand  that  the  Imperial  Government  has  no  dispensing 
power,  as  a  paramount  autliority,  which  would  override  any 
action  of  the  Canadians.  When  Lord  de  Grey  tells  them  that 
England  is  not  a  despotic  power,  and  cannot  control  the  Canadian 
Parliament  when  it  acts  within  its  legitimate  jurisdiction,  they 
pooh-pooh  it  altogether.  In  fact  they  think  that,  when  the 
treity  is  once  made,  the  ultimate  ratification  of  it  by  the 
Canadian  Parliament  is  a  mere  matter  of  form.  They  began  to 
liiut  that  Her  Majesty  might  order  the  Canadian  Parliament  to 
lio  summoned  at  once  to  deal  with  the  question,  and  were  at 
first  incredulous;  but  they  now  understand  that  the  treaty 
cannot  be  submitted  to  our  Legislature  until  its  next  session  in 
February.    This,  I  think,  is  enough  for  to-day. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"John  A.  Macdonald. 

"P.S. — I  have  strongly  advised  Lord  de  Grey  (and  he 
promised  to  take  my  advice)  to  urge  H.M.  Government  to  lose 
no  time  in  having  the  referees  chosen  in  the  Alabama  matter, 
and  to  get  the  decision,  if  possible,  before  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment meets.  If  they  once  make  their  award,  the  subsequent 
I'roceedings  will  be  merely  the  appointment  of  a  minor  com- 
niission  to  take  evidence  as  to  the  amount  of  the  claims.  I 
advised  the  same  course  with  respect  to  San  Juan.  My  reason 
for  doing  so  is,  that  whenever  the  Americans  find  that  Canada 
has  rejected  the  fishery  articles,  they  will  endeavour  to  impede 
or  obstruct  proceedings  on  the  other  matters.  It  is  of  great 
consequence,  therefore,  that  the  references  should  be  gone  on 
M'ith  and  brought  to  a  substantial  completion  before  our  Parlia- 
ment meets.  I  stated  to  him  that  sucli,  in  my  opinion,  were 
the  advantages  both  to  England  and  Canada  of  having  these 
two  great  questions  out  of  the  way  before  we  took  up  tlie 
lishery  question,  that  I  had  little  doubt  the  Canadian  (Jovern- 
ment  would,  if  England  desired  it,  postpone  the  meeting  of 
I'arliament  in  the  spring  to  the  very  latest  moment  possible, 
which  would  be  in  April  next. 

"J.  A.  M.D." 


The  concluding  letter  of  this  correspondence  is  addressed  to 
Sir  (leurge  Cartier. 
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"  [Private  and  confidential.] 

"The  Arlington,  Wasliington,  May  ■„,  1871. 

"My  deak  Cartier, 

"  As  Tapper  is  away,  I  address  this  to  you. 

" The  Commission  did  not  take  the  course  generally  takin 
by  such  bodies  in  having  a  protocol  of  the  proceedings  of  each 
meeting.  In  order  that  the  discussion  might  be  more  unrt- 
strained,  it  was  agreed  that  the  protocols  should  be  merely  of 
a  formal  character,  except  the  last  one,  which  would  contain  n 
condensed  statement  of  all  the  proceedings.  This  has  been 
prepared,  and  is  a  fair  enough  statement  of  what  did  occu- 
lt will  be  signed  to-day,  and,  as  soon  as  I  get  a  copy  of  it, 
I  will  send  it  to  you  confidentially. 

"The  language  put  into  the  mouths  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners is  strictly  correct,  but  I  cannot  say  so  much  k 
the  statements  of  our  American  colleagues.  Tliey  have  iuserte'i 
certain  statements  as  having  been  made  by  them,  which,  in 
fact,  never  were  made,  but  which  they  think  it  of  impoi'tauti' 
should  appear  to  have  been  made,  in  order  that  they  may 
have  an  effect  on  the  Senate.  My  English  colleagues  wn. 
a  good  deal  surprised  at  the  proposition,  but,  as  the  statements 
did  not  prejudice  England,  we  left  them  at  liberty  to  lie  ;,- 
much  as  they  liked.  I  will  give  you  some  amusing  iustauct- 
of  this  when  we  meet.  As  our  labours  had  substantially  come 
to  an  end  on  Wednesday  last,  I  took  occasion  to  have  an 
edaircisscmcnt  with  Lord  de  Grey. 

"I  told  him  that,  while  I  had,  as  in  duty  bound,  done  all 
that  I  could  to  prevent  serious  mistakes  being  made  ^vitll 
respect  to  Canadian  (j^uestions,  and  to  make  the  treaty  as 
little  distasteful  as  possible  to  the  people  of  Canada,  yd 
I  must  repeat  my  opinion  that  the  arrangements  with  respect 
to  the  fisheries  were  decidedly  injurious  to  Canada,  whose 
interests  had  been  sacrificed,  or  made  altogether  of  secondary 
consideration,  for  the  sake  of  getting  a  settlement  of  tk 
Alabama  and  San  Juan  matters ;  I  concurred  entirely  in  l-' 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Canadian  Government  in  youi 
telegram,  which  stated  that  the  Canadian  rarliament  woiiU 
not  sanction  the  arrangement,  and  I  said  the  time  luid  come 
when  I  must  decide  what  course  1  should  take.     It  was  (luiie 
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true  that  Canada  would  still  retain,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
( ontrol  of  the  Fishery  question  by  the  clause  which  stated  that 
the  fishery  articles  should  only  take  efifcct  when  the  necessary 
IcLiislation  was  had  by  the  Dominion  Parliament,  but  this 
had  been  done  in  a  manner  least  beneficial  to  Canada,  as,  in 
the  case  of  her  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  would  be  patent 
to  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  that  Canada  and  England 
had  a  difi'erent  policy  on  the  question,  and  that  we  could  not 
(.'xpect  any  real  support  or  backing  from  the  mother  country, 
hi  fact,  I  went  over  all  the  arguments  which  I  have  already 
conveyed  to  you  in  my  letters,  over  and  over  again. 

"I  went  on  to  say  that  I  must  consider  what  course 
I  would  take ;  it  would  bo  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make 
the  people  of  Canada  understand  that  I  had  not  concurred 
ill  tlie  articles,  if  I  signed  the  treaty:  the  easiest  and  most 
simple  manner  in  whicli  I  could  protect  myself  from  attack 
wuiikl  be  to  decline,  or,  rather,  omit,  to  sign  the  treaty,  which 
wi.mkl  be  a  sufficient  indication  of  my  non-concurrence :  this 
course  was  so  plainly  my  interest  to  take,  tliat  I  was  afraid 
lest  a  sense  of  my  own  interest  might  induce  me  to  take 
ii  step  which  might  prejudice  the  sanction  of  the  treaty  by 
the  President  and  the  Senate;  in  fact,  it  was  a  struggle  between 
interest  and  duty. 

"He  replied  that,  in  the  first  place,  ho  considered  it  was 
ilie  duty  of  us  all,  as  plenipotentiaries  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  to  carry  out  the  positive  instructions 
sent  to  us,  whatever  our  individual  opinions  might  be;  that 
I  was  sufficiently  protected  by  the  fact  that,  on  the  two 
occasions  when  I  differed  from  my  colleagues,  the  questions 
were  submitted  to  II.M.  Government,  and,  after  such  sub- 
mission, the  articles  were  settled  by  direct  orders  from  home  ; 
that  the  protocol  sufliciently  showed  that  wo  acted  under 
direct  instructions.  He  further  stated,  and  pledged  his 
iionour  for  the  sincerity  of  his  statement,  that  he  believed  my 
lel'iisial  to  sign  would  involve  the  certain  rejection  of  the 
iiviity.  lie  said  that,  in  fact,  ho  bad  not  the  shadow  of 
ii  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  he  put  the  question  to  me  us 
'd  what  my  feelings  would  be  if  the  negotiations  fell  through. 
U  Would    thus   be   shown   to   the   world    that  the   Alabama 
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question  was  incapable  of  a  peaceable  solution,  and  he  statf!l 
that,  sooner  or  later,  whenever  England  happened  to  be  in 
trouble  elsewhere,  a  solution  would  have  to  be  found  in  a  war 
with  the  United  States. 

"  I  may  say  that,  before  having  this  final  conversation  wit'u 
Earl  de  Grey,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  breakfasted  with  me,  in 
order  that  we  might  have  a  tete-a-tete  conversation  on  tlie 
subject.  I  appealed  to  him  as  being  a  member  of  the  same 
party  with  myself,  and  as  having  a  great  interest,  througk 
his  Hudson's  Bay  relations,  in  the  future  well-being  of  tliu 
Dominion.  We  talked  over  the  whole  position  with  the 
most  unreserved  frankness,  and  his  opinion  is  identical  \Yiil\ 
that  of  Lord  de  Grey. 

"  But  to  return  '  3  my  conversation  with  the  latter. 

"I  replied,  after  having  heard  all  he  had  to  say,  that 
I,  of  course,  felt  deeply  the  gravity  of  the  position  and  thi 
weight  of  his  arguments.  I  said  that,  if  I  were  unable  t  > 
protect  myself  in  some  degree,  I  should  have  to  suffer  the 
consequences  of  the  attacks  which  would  certainly  be  made 
against  me,  and  that  in  so  doing  I  should  consider  myself  a< 
making  a  personal  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  my  country. 

"I  stated,  however,  that  I  should  expect  from  him,  a- 
the  head  of  the  British  Commission,  a  letter,*  the  contents  of 
which  I  might  use,  stating  that,  although  I  did  not  concur 
in  the  treaty  arrangements  respecting  Canada,  and  thought 
them  prejudicial  to  her  interests,  yet  that  he,  on  his  own 
behalf  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  must  urge  upon  nic  the 
necessity  of  my  being  a  signatory  to  the  treaty ;  first,  as  wo 
had  positive  orders  from  Her  Majesty,  whose  commission 
we  hold,  that  it  should  be  signed  by  all ;  and,  second,  because 
my  declining  to  do  so  would,  in  his  opinion,  insure  the  defeat  of 
the  treaty  in  the  Senate,  even  if  it  were  signed  by  the  President. 

"  I  further  said,  it  must  be  understood  that  I  was  at  liberty 
to  address  an  ollicial  letter  to  Lord  Granville,  under  whom  we 
act,  stating  the  grounds  of  my  non-concurrence,  and  puintin;^ 
out  the  sacrifices  which  Canada  had  been  called  upon  to  *^ake, 
To  this  he  assented,  and  I  said  I  would  show  him  the  draft 
of  my  letter  h^^VQ  it  was  sent. 

•  See  Appeutlix  XXIII. 
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"I  wont  on  to  say  it  must  also  be  distinctly  understood 
that  no  act  of  mine  as  Commisrioner  must  be  held  to  prevent 
my  taking  such  course  as  I  might  deem  proper  on  the  subject 
as  a  member  of  the  Government  and  Parliament  of  Canada, 
and  I  desired  that  he  should,  at  the  proper  time,  so  inform 
)!r.  Fish,  as  the  head  of  the  American  Commission,  and  the 
U.S.  Cabinet. 

"  He  informed  me,  he  had  already  stated  to  Mr.  Fish  that 
I  objected  to  the  main  terms  of  the  treaty  as  regards  the 
fisheries,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  carry  it  tlirough  the 
Canadian  Parliament,  and  he  continued, '  Although,  of  course, 
there  were  no  individual  expressions  of  opinion  in  our  con- 
ferences, yet  you  know  that  all  the  American  Commissioners 
are  aware  of  your  opposition.' 

"  To  this  of  course  I  assented  (as  I  had,  in  fact,  told  Mr.  Fish 
myself  in  a  conversation  on  the  subject,  that  I  did  not  believe 
that  Canada  would  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  as 
proposed). 

"I  said,  further,  that  although  my  Commission  was  from 
Her  Majesty,  yet  I  knew  I  was  appointed  in  consequence  of  my 
connection  with  the  Canadian  Government,  and  as  representing 
Canadian  interests,  and  therefore  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to 
make  a  report  on  the  subject  to  Lord  Lisgar  as  Governor 
General.    To  this  he  also  assented. 

"  I  pointed  out  the  expediency  of  the  Fenian  matter  being 
taken  up  without  delay,  and  settled  by  H.M.  Government,  as 
the  protocol  would  show  that  Canada  had  been  thrown  over  in 
touscc|uence  of  a  blunder  of  Sir  Edward  Thornton.  I  pressed 
liini,  tlierefore,  to  take  the  matter  up  and  liavc  it  finally  settled 
the  moment  he  returned  to  England.  This  he  promised  to  do. 
He  thanked  me  very  much  for  the  course  I  was  going  to  take. 
Hu  felt  the  great  embarrassment  of  my  position,  and  stated  that 
H.M.  Government  would  do  all  that  they  could  to  back  mo 
up.  He  said  that  before  he  left  here  we  should  settle  the  line 
which  he  is  to  take  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  discussion 
arising  from  the  treaty. 

"  In  addition  to  the  letter  which  I  shall  send  to  Lord  Granville, 
and  wiiich  will  be  sucli  as  can  be  published,  I  shall  prepare  a 
letter  to  liim  marked  '  secret,'  pointing  out  the  sacrifices  which 
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Canada  has  been  called  upon  to  make.  I  shall  do  this  because 
if  the  manner  in  which  Canada  has  been  treated  by  England 
were  fully  known  to  the  Canadian  people,  I  am  afraid  it  woijil 
raise  an  annexation  storm  that  could  not  easily  be  allaycl 
This  ends  the  history  of  my  mission  here.  On  Monday  t!..; 
treaty  will  be  signed,  and  on  "Wednesday  transmitted  to  tli; 
Senate." 


For  the  sake  of  brevity  I  have  omitted  from  this  corr«. 
spondence  a  good  deal  Ijearing  upon  the  purely  Impoml 
questions  to  which  it  relates,  and  also  some  paragraphs  i.f 
minor  importance,  but  no  portion  of  it  relating  to  Canadian 
interests  has  been  withheld.  The  whole  forms  a  remarkalili; 
chapter  in  the  history  of  diplomacy,  a  "  revelation,"  as  a  sul- 
sequent  Governor  General  once  appropriately  styled  it.  What- 
ever opinion  one  may  form  of  the  course  Sir  John  sliould  ha\> 
taken,  in  regard  to  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  no  one,  I  think, 
can  deny  that  his  letters  amply  sustained  his  contention,  tlia: 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  negotiations  he  did  his  virv 
utmost  for  Canada. 

AVhen  it  was  all  over,  he  wrote  to  Sir  John  Eose  a  Ion. 
account  of  the  negotiations.  After  detailing  the  circumstauco 
with  which  we  are  already  familiar,  he  went  on  to  say  :— 

"  I  at  first  thought  of  declining  to  sign  the  treaty.  Tha; 
would  have  been  the  easiest  and  most  popular  course  for  mo  t  j 
pursue  quoad  Canada  and  my  position  there,  and  cntrc-nous  my 
colleagues  at  Ottawa  pressed  me  so  to  do.  But  my  dediuiii: 
to  sign  might  have  involved  such  terrible  consequences  tha: 
1  finally  made  up  my  mind  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  much  of  my 
popularity  and  position  in  Canada,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
a  total  failure  of  the  treaty. 

"  It  was  known  here  that  I  was  not  in  favour  of  acceptin;' 
the  American  oiler,  and,  had  I  refused  to  sign,  it  would  haw 
been  accepted  as  a  conclusive  evidence  that  Canada  woiilil 
reject  the  proposition.  The  treaty  would  therefore  have  gom; 
to  the  Seuat'.  with  the  Fishery  question  left,  in  fact,  an  opt" 
one,  and  this  would  have  insured  its  rejection  by  that  body.  It 
the  treaty  were  lost  in  the  Senate,  matters  would  be  worse  than 
evev.    The  hopeful  expectation  cf  the  people  of  the  UiiiuJ 
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States  would  be  changed  to  a  feeling  of  great  irritation ;  and,  in 
fact  the  conviction  would  force  itself  upon  everybody's  mind, 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  a  peaceable  solution  of  the 
aitticulties  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  only  solution 
would  be  war,  whenever  the  United  States  thought  they  might 
profitably  undertake  it.  Lord  de  Grey,  on  behalf  of  myself  and 
uiv  other  colleagues  on  the  Commission,  wrote  me  a  strong  letter 
to  the  effect  that  the  absence  of  my  name  would  greatly  endanger 
the  acceptance  of  the  treaty.  I  therefore  could  no  longer  hesitate 
takiii"  the  course  that  I  did,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  for  the 
storm  of  attack  which  will  doubtless  greet  my  return  to  Canada. 
I  think  that  I  should  have  been  unworthy  of  the  position,  and 
untrue  to  myself  if,  from  any  selfish  timidity,  I  had  refused  to 
face  the  storm.  Our  Parliament  will  not  meet  until  February 
next,  and  between  now  and  then  I  must  endeavour  to  lead  the 
Canadian  mind  in  the  right  direction.  You  are  well  out  of  the 
scrape. 

Sir  Jolm  jMacdonald  was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  reception  awaiting  him  at  home.  Incited  by  the  Glolc,  i.e. 
liv  his  old  friend  George  Brown,  who  greeted  him  with  a  storm 
(if  obloquy,  the  whole  Opposition  press  broke  out  in  violent 
ilcnunciation  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  "  traitor "  who  had 
sicriliced  Canada  to  his  own  ambition.  As  ho  has  often  said, 
he  was  Judas  Iscariot  and  Benedict  Arnold  rolled  into  one. 
Sir  John  met  these  reproaches  with  silence.  For  a  whole  year 
he  said  not  a  word  on  the  subject,  but  waited  patiently  for  the 
ulTect  of  time.  "  How  eagerly  was  I  watched  during  these 
twelve  months  '  If  the  Government  should  come  out  in  favour 
'if  the  treaty  then  it  was  to  be  taken  as  a  betrayal  of  the  people 
"f  Canada.  If  the  Government  should  come  out  against  the 
treaty,  tlien  the  First  Minister  was  to  be  charged  with  opposing 
the  interests  of  the  Empire.  Whichever  course  we  might  take, 
they  were  lying  in  wait  with  some  mode  of  attack.  But '  silence 
is  golden,'  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  kept  silence.  I  Ijolieve  the 
sober  second  thought  of  this  country  accords  Avith  the  sol)er 
second  thought  of  the  Government,  and  we  come  down  here  and 
ank  the  people  of  Canada,  through  their  representatives,  to 
accept  this  treaty,  to  accept  it  with  all  its  imperfections,  to 
*  Ti)  Sir  Jolm  Hose,  diitoil  Wnshiugton,  JIny  11,  1871. 
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accept  it  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  "rtat 
Empire  of  which  we  form  a  part."  * 

This  "  sober  second  thought "  was  in  great  measure  indueel 
by  the  unexpected  reception  of  the  fishery  articles  by  the  Xova 
Scotia  fishermen,  who,  as  a  whole,  proved  favourable  to  tlitii 
adoption.  In  Sir  John's  opinion,  at  the  time,  they  were  tli. 
weak  spot  in  the  treaty.  As  to  everything  else,  he  considereJ, 
speaking  generally,  that  the  treaty  was  a  fair  one,  but  in  regard 
to  the  fisheries,  Canada's  interests  had  been  subordinated  t  • 
Imperial  necessities.  When,  therefore,  he  found  that,  contrary 
to  his  expectations,  the  fishery  articles  were  acceptable  to  tlij 
people  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  to  the  commercial  portiun 
of  the  country,  neither  he  nor  his  Government  felt  that  thev 
would  be  justified  in  opposing  its  ratification,  because  of  it- 
unpopularity  with  the  farmers  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  wliom  ii; 
did  not  immediately  concern. 

The  Treaty  of  Washington  was  duly  ratified  by  Canad.t, 
and  was  brought  into  operation  by  proclamation,  on  July 
1,  1873.  While  it  failed  to  restore  the  provisions  of  tlij 
Treaty  of  1854,  for  reciprocal  free  trade  (except  in  fish),  at  lea^t 
it  kept  the  peace,  and  there  was  tranquillity  along  our  shores  fur 
twelve  years,  until,  in  July,  1885,  it  was  terminated,  not  by 
Great  Britain  or  Canada,  but  again  by  the  United  States. 

*  Speech  in  rarliament,  May  3,  1872. 
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iXTAItIO  ELKCTIOXS— FALL  OF  JOHN'  SASDFIELD  MACDOXALD  S  ADMINISTKA- 
TION— XEGOTIATIOXS  WITII  BUITISII  COLIMIUA — WITH  NKWFOUNDLAXI) 
—WITH  I'RIXCE  EDWAUD  ISLAXD — DEPAKTL'KE  OF  LOUD  LISGAU— 
AimiVAL  OF  LORD  DUFFERiy— DISSOLUTION  OF  PARLIAMENT — GENERAL 
ELtXTION'  OF  1872— RETIREMENT  OF  SIR  FRANCIS  IIINCKS — LAST  DAYS 
OF  SIR  GEORGE  CARTIER — SIR  JOHN  JLVCDONALD  SUMMONED  TO  THE 
IMPERIAL   I'RIVV  COUNCIL. 

A  FEW  weeks  after  Sir  John  Macdonald's  departure  for 
Wasliington,  the  Ontario  Legislature  was  dissolved.  The 
general  election  took  place  on  the  14th  of  March,  and  resulted 
unfavourably  for  the  Government,  whose  majority  was  largely 
reduced.  Several  causes  contributed  to  this  result,  among  them 
the  absence  of  the  Premier  of  the  Dominion,  and  the  provincial 
leader's  illness.  The  election  was  brought  on  prematurely,  in 
the  judgment  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  who  wished  to  have  it 
delayed  until  his  return,  but  John  Sandfield  Macdonald  would 
take  no  counsel  from  any  one  upon  the  point.  Never  a  good 
tactician,  his  petulance  increased  with  years.  The  feeling 
excited  in  Ontario  against  the  Dominion  Government  by  the 
murder  of  Scott  at  Fort  Garry,  re-acted  upon  the  provincial 
Administration.  Sandfield  Macdonald's  thrifty,  some  called  it 
penurious,  administration  of  affairs  had  raised  up  many  enemies 
a^'ainst  him,  thereby  illustrating  the  paradox,  that,  however 
iiuicli  the  Canadian  taxpayer  may  favour  a  policy  of  strict 
i-conomy  in  the  abstract,  ho  likes  nothing  so  little  as  its 
application.  The  Opposition,  led  by  Messrs.  Edward  Blake  and 
^Uexander  Mackenzie,  carried  on  the  campaign  with  much 
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vigour,  and  at  the  general  election  were  reinforced  by  fsyir,, 
strong  men,  among  ^vhom  was  the  late  Adam  Crooks.  Eluti' 
with  their  success  at  the  polls,  they  made  every  offort  t , 
improve  it,  and  in  tlie  matter  of  election  petitions  secure] 
a  decided  advantage  over  the  Government,  by  protestinrr  m,,j.. 
seats  than  their  opponents. 

On  his  return  to  Canada  Sir  John  Macdonald  did  liis  utmo^- 
to  retrieve  the  errors  that  had  been  committed,  but,  whedier 
owing  to  his  feeble  health,  or  to  his  constitutional  obstinacv, 
the  Ontario  leader  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take  advice.  Hv 
would  not  believe  that  he,  who  had  been  such  a  faitlifn! 
steward  of  the  people  of  Ontario,  could  run  any  danger  of  del'.,- 
at  the  hands  of  their  representatives.  Sir  John  Macdoiial', 
with  longer  experience  of  parliamentary  majorities  and  greaur 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  was  not  so  sanguine.  In  June  L  ■ 
wrote  :  "  I  hope  nothing  will  happen  to  Sandfield  or  his  goveni- 
ment.  I  am  vain  enough  to  think  that,  if  I  were  in  his  plac. 
just  now,  and  had  liis  cards,  I  could  carry  him  through  the  tirs: 
three  weeks  of  the  session  (wherein  alone  there  is  any  danger) 
triumphantly.  I  am  not  so  sure  that  he  will  be  able  to 
manage  it  himself." 

The  materials  for  writing,  in  detail,  the  inner  history  of  the 
downfall  of  John  Sandfield  Macdonald's  administration  exist, 
but  the  time  for  doing  so  has  not  yet  arrived.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that,  despite  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  Sir  John  Macdonald, 
who  repeatedly  predicted  what  would  happen,  at  a  time  when 
eight  of  his  supporters  were  unseated  by  the  courts,  the  Ontario 
Premier  called  his  Legislature  together,  and  M'as  beaten  on  tlio 
address  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.*  The  Government  tlitu 
attempted  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight,  but  were  defeated  by  a 
substantial  majority,  whereupon  tliey  resigned,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Blake  was  called  upon  to  form  a  new  administration.  A  few 
days  after  this  event.  Sir  John  thus  addressed  a  member  of  the 
defeated  Government : — 

"  I  need  scarcely  say  tliat  I  look  upon  the  defeat  of  Sand- 
field's  administration  as  a  most  unfortunate  event,  of  which  one 
cannot  see  the  result.  There  is  no  use  in  '  crying  over  spilt 
milk/  but  it  is  vexatious  to  see  how  Sandfield  threw  away  hi^ 

*  December  15,  1871. 
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chances.  He  has  handed  over  the  surplus,  ■which  he  had  not 
the  phick  to  use,  to  his  opponents  ;  and  although  I  pressed  him 
nn  my  return  from  Washington  to  make  a  President  of  the 
Council  and  a  Minister  of  Education,  which  he  half  promised  to 
Jo,  yet  he  took  no  steps  towards  doing  so.  With  those  two 
ii!ices,  and  tliat  of  Solicitor  General  and  the  Speakership,  he 
hail  the  game  in  his  own  hands.  You  see  that,  as  I  prophesied 
uDuld  be  the  case,  the  first  act  of  the  new  Government  was  to 
increase  the  Cabinet."  * 

While  upon  the  subject  of  provincial  affairs,  we  may  profit- 
ably devote  a  few  minutes  to  consider  the  efforts  made  by 
Sir  John  to  "  round  off  the  Dominion  "  by  the  admission  of  the 
outlying  colonies.  In  doing  so,  we  shall  have  to  depart  some- 
what from  the  chronological  order  of  events. 

The  importance  to  Canada  of  the  colony  of  British  Columbia 
was  so  apparent,  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  new  Dominion's 
existence,  steps  were  taken  with  a  view  to  its  acquisition,  but 
the  Imperial  Government  declined  to  sanction  the  negotiations 
until  the  intervening  territory  had  been  taken  over  by  Canada. 
In  1849,  the  Island  of  Vancouver  had  been  granted  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,!  whose  trading  posts  at  Victoria  and 
iither  places  along  the  Pacific  coast  contained,  prior  to  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  1856,  almost  the  whole  white  population  of 
the  colony.  In  1859,  when  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
charter  had  expired,  and  with  it  their  license  of  exclusive  trade, 
Vancouver  Island  was  erected  into  a  Crown  colony,  but  was 
reunited  to  the  mainland  in  18GG.  In  British  Columbia,  as 
elsewhere,  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  used  all 
their  influence  to  thwart  the  designs  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, The  Governor  of  the  colony  also  was  unfriendly,  but  in 
this,  as  in  nearly  every  other  case,  the  controlling  mind  at 
Ottawa  saw  and  overcame  every  obstacle.  In  18G9,  Sir  John 
thus  wrote  .0  the  Governor  General : — 

"[Private.] 

"I  enclose  a  letter  from  a  newspaper  man  in  British 
Columbia  to  Mr.  Tilley,  giving,  I  fancy,  an  accurate  account 
of  affairs  in  that  colony.     It  corroborates   the  statements   of 

•  To  the  Hon.  John  CaiHiifr,  dated  Ottawa,  December  23,  1871. 

t  I'udir  stipulations  that  they  shoidd  colonize  it.     This  the  company  faihxl  to  do. 
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Mr.  Carrall,  whose  letter  I  enclosed  you  some  time  ago.  It  •; 
quite  clear  that  no  time  should  be  lost  by  Lord  Granvill,;  y. 
putting  the  screws  on  at  Vancouver  Island,  and  the  first  tiling 
to  be  done  will  be  to  recall  Governor  Seymour,  if  his  time  is  n  t 
out.  Now  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  succumbe!, 
and  it  is  their  interest  to  make  things  pleasant  witli  tlin 
Canadian  Government,  they  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  instn;;: 
their  people  to  change  their  anti-Confederate  tone.  We  slwll 
then  have  to  fight  only  the  Yankee  adventurers,  and  tli 
annexation  party  proper,  which  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
doing,  if  we  have  a  good  man  at  the  helm. 

"  It  has  been  hinted  to  me  that  Mr.  Musgrave,  whose  time 
is  out  in  Newfoundland,  would  have  no  objection  to  tran>fir 
his  labours  lo  British  Columbia.  Such  an  appointment  wouLl 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  members  of  your  Government,  and  ti 
the  country  generally.  Mr.  IMusgrave  has  acted  with  LTecit 
prudence,  discretion  and  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  Confederation. 
He  has  made  himself  personally  very  popular  in  Newfoundland, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  would  do  so  on  the  Pacific  as  well,  if  \k 
had  the  chance.  Almost  everything,  I  may  say,  depends  upon 
the  choice  of  the  Governor,  as  we  found  to  our  cost  in  Xev. 
Brunswick,  where  we  were  thwarted  and  for  a  time  defeated  Iv 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Mr.  Gordon,  Lord  Aberdeen's  son. 
who  took  strong  grounds  at  first  against  us.  All  his  subsequent 
endeavours  on  the  other  side,  after  receiving  instructions  fri :;; 
the  Colonial  Office,  were  fruitless,  as  his  private  opinion  was 
known  to  every  one ;  hence  the  necessity  for  his  removal  tu 
Trinidad,  and  the  substitution  of  General  Doyle." 

In  June,  the  death  of  Governor  Seymour  gave  to  tlw 
Imperial  Government  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  apprecia- 
tion of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  judgment.  Mr.  Musgrave  wa= 
immediately  transferredfroniNewfoundland  to  British  Columbia.' 
Through  his  influence,  aided  by  the  efforts  of  the  Hon.  (i'  • 


•  Within  a  week.  Governor  ScjTnour  died  on  board  11. M.S.  Sparrovha 
Bella  Coola,  on  the  10th  of  June,  18G9.  Seven  days  later  Lord  Grauville  noti; 
Mr.  MiLsf^ave  of  his  appointment  in  a  despatrli  in  which  this  sentence  m  curs:  "i 
shall  probably  have  occasion  to  address  you  on  the  question,  now  in  ajritutiiiii,  «t'  tli. 
incorporation  of  British  Columbia  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada."  This  lieiii! 
in  a  despatch  dated  August  14,  18G9  (see  British  Columbia  Gazette,  October  31, 
1869). 
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Sir)  Joseph  Trutcli,*  and  other  friends  of  the  union,  an  agree- 
ment was  entered  into,  the  principal  condition  of  it  being  the 
construction  by  Canada  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  In 
the  autumn  of  1870,  the  people  of  British  Columbia  approved 
this  arrangement,  at  a  general  election.  On  the  20th  of  the 
fiillowing  January  it  was  ratified  by  the  Legislature,  and  on  the 
•iUth  of  July  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  marked  the  western 
limit  of  the  Dominion. 

In  the  autumn  of  1868  negotiations  were  renewed  between 
Canada  and  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  following  May  a 
delegation  visited  Ottawa  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the 
terms  of  union.  A  few  months  later  the  (Jovernment  of  the 
'■  ancient  colony  "  submitted  the  arrangements  they  had  made 
with  Canada  to  the  people  at  the  polls,  and  were  defeated.  The 
acquisition  of  Newfoundland  was  a  matter  of  little  importance, 
fci-  s(,  and,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  liy  Sir  John  to  the  Governor  General,  soon  after  the 
news  arrived  of  the  defeat  of  the  confederate  party  in  that 
island,  Canada  vieWvjd  the  result  of  the  election  with  equa- 
nimity. 

"  [rrivate.] 

"  The  result  of  the  general  election  is  unfortunate  in  so  far 
as  it  postpones  the  completion  of  the  Imperial  policy  to  unite 
all  the  Britisli  North  American  possessions  under  one  Govern- 
ment. The  act[iiisition  of  the  island  itself  is  of  no  importance 
to  Canada,  and  the  terms  offered  by  us  and  acceded  to  by  the 
Government  of  the  island  were  so  liberal,  that,  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  we  made  a  bad  bargain.  We  can  wait,  therefore, 
with  all  patience  for  the  inevitable  reaction  that  must  take 
place  in  a  year  or  two.  It  would  never  do  to  adopt  Colonel 
Hill's  suggestion  of  adding  Newfoundland  to  tlie  Dominion  by 
•1  Act  '  :lie  Imperial  Parliament.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
lie  power  to  do  so,  but  the  exercise  of  it  would  seem  to  me  to 
be  very  ui  Ivisable.  We  have  had  an  infinity  of  trouble  with 
X' va  Scotia,  although  both  the  Government  and  the  Legislature 
K'ed  to  the  union,  because  the  question  was  not  submitted  to 
Uie  electors.    We  have,  at  a  large  cost,  settled  that  difficulty. 

*  Sir  Jdlin  Mactlonakl  t   u-idered  Sir  Joseph  Trutcli  a  man  ui  liij^h  honour  and 
inte^'rity,  wliosc  advico  was  always  dictated  by  a  regard  for  the  public  interest. 
VOL.  11.  I,       , 
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The  case  would  be  much  worse  in  Newfoundland,  where  tlwri' 
was  a  dissolution,  and  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  the  express 
purpose  of  getting  their  deliberate  opinion  for  or  against  tl,.' 
union.  They  have  decided  for  the  present  against  it,  and  I 
think  we  should  accept  their  decision. 

"Canada  is  more  directly  interested  in  the  immediate 
acquisition  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  from  its  proximity  i, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  thj  extent  of  its  ♦isherie;. 
Neither  the  Imperial  Government  nor  Canada  can  carry  out 
satisfactorily  any  policy  in  the  matter  of  the  fislierie?  uudir 
present  circumstances,  and  most  unpleasant  complications  witL 
the  American  fishermen  may  ensue.  II  will,  besides,  becoine 
a  rendezvous  for  smugglers,  and,  in  fact,  be  as  great  a  nuisanc  ■ 
to  us  as  the  Isle  of  Man  was  in  days  of  old  to  England,  befor.' 
its  purchase  from  the  Duke  of  Athol.  We  must  eiuloavour  u 
get  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  help  us  as  much  as  possible 
in  our  attempts  to  conciliate  the  islanders,  of  which  I  am  glal 
to  say  there  is  now  good  hope."  * 

In  no  colony  had  the  anti-confederate  feeling  devclopeil 
greater  strength  than  in  Prince  Edward  Isl  aid.  In  18G5  the 
Legislature  emphatically  declined  a  union  "wliich  it  behevis 
would  prove  politically,  commercially,  and  financially  disastrous 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  its  people."  This  declaration  was 
renewed  in  18G6,  the  House  'of  Assembly  expressing  its  con- 
viction that  no  terms  could  be  offered  by  Canada  to  the  islaud 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  latter.  At  that  time,  con- 
federation could  scarcely  l)e  said  to  have  had  any  friends  in  th.' 
colony,  there  being  in  fact  only  ninety-four  persons  in  th^ 
whole  island  who  could  be  iiuluced  to  sign  an  address  of  thank< 
to  the  seven  members  of  the  Legislature  who  hud  snppoi'til 
the  schenic.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  the  coni'ereiU' 
took  place  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel,  in  December,  18tji'. 
At  this  meeting  I'rince  Edward  Island  was  unrepresented,  h: 
Mr.  James  C.  Pope,  the  leader  (jf  the  Island  Government, 
happened  to  be  in  London  at  the  time.  Mr.  Pope  was  tlun 
a  pronounced  anti-co)ifederate,  and  among  those  who  voted  k 
the  "  no  terms  "  resolution  in  the  local  Assembly.  To  hiui  the 
proposal  was  made  that,  in  addition  to  the  terms  ollbred  at  the 
*  To  Uis  Excellency  the  Oovcruor  Geueral,  dated  OU.,wu,  December  8,  ISui'. 
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( luebec  Conference,  the  Dominion  should  allow  the  island  the  sum 
(,f  3800,000  to  extinguish  proprietary  rights  which  had  long 
been  a  fruitful  source  of  discontent.  Mr.  Pope  returned  home 
.vourably  impressed  with  this  offer,  but,  before  the  question 
could  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  the  general  election 
dccurred,  and  his  Government  was  defeated  on  other  issues. 

In  1869  a  proposition  known  as  the  "  better  terms  "  was 
made  by  Canada,  only  to  be  rejected  by  the  administration  of 
the  day,  and  no  further  action  was  taken  until  1872.  Meau- 
wliile  the  Island  Government  had  entered  into  extensive  con- 
tracts for  railway  construction,  and  had  issued  bond^'  for  a 
large  amount,  w^ich  were  negotiated  through  a  local  bank. 
This  institution  experienced  great  difficulty  in  floating  the 
bonds,  and  was  obliged  to  seek  the  assistance  of  Messrs. 
Morton,  Hose,  and  Co,  of  London.  The  president  of  the  bank, 
though  not  himself  a  );olitician,  was  closely  connected  with 
leading  members  of  the  Island  Government.  It  was  manifestly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  bank  that  these  bonds  should  appreciate. 
Xothing  was  so  calculated  to  bring  about  this  result,  as  their 
assumption  by  Canada,  which  could  be  secured  only  by  Prince 
Edward  Island  entering  the  union.  It  was  under  such  circum- 
stances that  Sir  Jolm  Eose  ri'ceived  a  letter  from  the  Island 
banker  in  which  this  passage  occurs : — 

"Since  I  last  wroto  to  yon,  I  have  liad  several  in'erviows  wiH>  tin' 
members  of  our  Governracnt  on  tlio  subject  of  our  railway  bonds  ai\d  (lovern- 
iiioiit  iinanees  generally,  and,  from  what  I  see  and  know,  I  am  quite  sure, 
although  no  development  has  as  yet  taken  place,  that  the  way  is  open  for  our 
iiiniii','  the  l)ominion  of  Canada  on  fair  terms,  and  that,  as  soon  as  the  matter 
laii  be  brought  about  without  prominent  advances  on  oiu'  part.  It  will 
roquirc,  no  doubt,  some  delicate  movement  at  first  to  open  the  matter,  but  the 
time  has  come  when  it  can  and  will  bo  done.  Of  course  I  have  no  luthority, 
(illicinl  or  otherwise,  fur  sayins;  this,  but  still  I  know  it.  .  .  .  1  am  wr  ting  now 
in  strict  Cdiifulenco  and  entirely  private,  and  without  the  knowledp;!  '  von  of  any 
inember  of  the  Government,  but  I  should  bo  glad  if  some  of  your  Canadiviu 
iVieiidH  wouhi  open  negotiations  with  some  persons  hero  who  have  iiilliujuco 
i.ith  tliL  ''')vernment,  if  not  members  of  the  (iovernmont,  unollicially.  I  have 
iiti  doubt  it  ,.  luld  lead  to  a  more  formal  negotiation."  * 

Sir  John  Rose,  as  was  his  duty,  immediately  acquainted  the 
leader  of  the  Canadian  Government  with  the  turn  matters  had 
•  Vum  —  to  Sir  Jolm  Rose,  dated ,  >'ovember  10,  18"2. 
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taken.  Ere  his  letter  arrived,  Sir  John  Macdonald  liad  learui- 
through  another  source,  that  the  Government  of  Prince  Edwai.i 
Island  were  not  indisposed  to  a  renewal  of  the  negotiatiijn^ 
Eeplying  to  Sir  John  liose,  he  wrote : — 

"  I  have  this  moment  received  yours  enclosing 's  lett,.; 

The  matter  stands  thus  :  Governor  Eobinson  of  Prince  Edwiri 
Island  has  written  privately,  and  as  if  off  his  own  bat,  to 
Lord  Dufferin,  saying  that  he  thought  that  he  could  biin.' 
round  his  Government  to  consider  tl.n  subject  of  Uuini, 
if  Canada  were  still  inclined  in  that  direction.  He  win;.. 
beyond  a  doubt  at  the  instigation  of  his  Council,  and,  as  w.' 
know  from  experience  the  style  of  these  men,  we  repliil 
guardedly.  Lord  Dufferin  answered  that,  after  what  h\ 
occurred,  Canada  did  not  propose  to  initiate  a  renewal  "i 
negotiations.  She  would,  however,  carefully  consider  any  pro- 
position made  by  Prince  Edward  Island.  He  added  tha; 
Canada  htid  no  desire  to  recede  from  the  offer  of  butter 
terms  made  by  Tilley  in  'G9.  Since  then,  Eobinson  tele- 
graphed in  cypher  to  know  whether  he  was  to  understand 
that  the  island  railway  debt  would  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  answer  was,  that  the  railway  debt  was  a  proper  sulijeti 
for  negotiation,  and  that  any  proposition  with  regard  to  it 
would  be  carefully  considered  here."  * 

A  few  months  later,  the  Island  Government  desi)atcliel 
a  delegation  to  Ottawa,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  torlll^ 
of  union.  Negotiations  were  eventually  successful,  and  on  the  U 
of  July,  1873,  Prince  Edward  Island  joined  its  lot  with  Caiiinla. 

The  meeting  of  Parliament,  in  the  spring  of  1872,  \u- 
delayed  almost  until  the  last  possible  day,  in  accordance  with 
a  hint  from  England.  Serious  differences  of  interpretation  aiil 
opinion  had  occurred  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uniteil 
States,  in  the  matter  of  the  reference  of  the  Alabama  claims  1 1 
the  Geneva  tribunal.  The  Imperial  Government  objected  to  the 
proposal  of  the  United  States  to  submit  what  was  known  as  th  ■ 
"  indirect  claims  "  for  damages,  to  arbitration.  At  one  time  i: 
looked  as  though  the  proceedings  would  be  broken  olV,  in  wlmh 
case  it  was  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  United  State< 
would  declare  the  whole  treaty  at  an  end,  thus  relieviug  th 
*  To  Sir  Johu  Rose,  diitoil  Ottuwu,  Ducomber  13,  1872. 
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Canadian  Government  of  a  most  embarrassing  question.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  were  decided  tl^at  the  Alabama  question 
alone  was  to  be  remitted  to  the  uomain  jf  politics,  and  that  the 
rist  of  the  treaty  should  hold,  the  dilhculties  of  the  Canadian 
flovernnient  would  be  greatly  multiplied.  The  chief  argument 
re'i'Hl  upon  by  Sir  John  Macdcnald  was,  that  although  Canada 
was  making  a  sacrifice  in  accepting  the  treaty,  she  was  doing 
«o  for  tlie  sake  of  securing  to  the  Empire  at  large  the  entire 
;tml  permanent  removal  of  all  sources  of  friction  between  the 
;\vo  countries.  Until  the  middle  of  April,  the  Canadian 
(luvornment  were  absolutely  in  the  dark  as  to  what  was  going 
tu  happen.  At  length  the  difficulty  was  adjusted,  and  Sir  John 
was  enabled  to  determine  his  policy.  Parliament  met  on  tlie 
11th  of  April,  and,  on  the  17th,  Sir  John  wrote  thus  to  Sir 
John  Eose : —  ■ 

"Thanks  for  your  several  letters  about  the  treaty.  Your 
telegram  of  Saturday  was  satisfactory.  I  have  little  doubt  now 
that  there  will  be  a  pacific  solution  of  the  difficulty.  Mean- 
while, after  very  many  months  of  labour  and  anxiety,  I  have 
screwed  my  colleagues  to  the  sticking-point.  We  have  finally 
ii^reed  to  go  to  rarliament  this  session,  for  an  act  to  bring  the 
lishery  articles  into  force." 

Tliis  measure  was  introduced  by  Sir  John  Macdonald,  in  a 
>[ieech  Avhich  took  the  house  by  storm.  The  second  reading 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  121  to  55,  and  the  measure  passed  the 
subsequent  stages  by  majorities  ec^ually  large. 

The  last  reference  to  the  Washington  Treaty  with  which 
1  shall  trouble  the  reader  is  as  follows  : — 

"Thanks  fur  your  various  letters  about  .  '.a  important 
treaty.  Never  was  there  such  a  bungled  matter  from  beginning 
to  end.  You  may  tell  Lord  Granville  from  me,  confidentially, 
that  if  he  wants  his  business  done  at  Washington  correctly  at 
any  time  he  nuist  send  mo  alone.  But  seriously,  the  whole 
thin;^f  was  badly  managed,  first  at  Washington,  and  still  worse 
m  Kiiglaiul.  1  suppose  that  the  treaty  will  come  ti)  something 
intliei'ud,  l)ut  instead  of  removing  heart-burnings,  it  has  laid 
'lie  fi'UiKhition  of  new  suspicions,  and  all  without  the  slightest 
necessity."  * 

■  l'r(.!ii  Sir  Jolin  Mucilouiilil  to  Sir  Johu  llosc,  ilatcil  Ottawa,  Jiiiiu  18,  1872. 
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During  this  session  there  was  i^assed  an  Act  providing  for  tli  ■ 
grant  of  a  subsidy  in  money  and  land  to  the  company  to  v;\m\- 
should  be  entrusted  the  construction  of  the  Canadian  Paciii,; 
Eailway,  of  which  more  hereafter.  Prorogation  took  place  ou 
the  14th  -^f  June,  after  a  most  successful  session,  in  the  couiv 
of  which  the  Government  did  not  experience  a  single  check  it 
any  kind. 

A  few  days  later  the  Governor  General,  who,  in  1870,  Iml 
been  created  a  Peer  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  title  ni 
Baron  Lisgar  of  Lisgar,  and  of  Bailieborough  Castle  in  tli.' 
county  of  Cavan,  bade  farewoll  to  Canada.  In  Sir  John  M;v  - 
donald's  opinion,  Lord  Lisgar  was  an  ideal  Governor,  the  aljle>t 
of  all  those  under  whom  he  served.  Sir  John  Young  was  ,i 
man  of  great  sagacity,  of  large  experience  and  sound  judgmeui. 
His  single  desire  was  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  tln' 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  to  his  wise  and  prudent  counsels  Sii 
John  Macdonald  was  greatly  indebted. 

Lord  Lisgar  M'as  succeeded  by  that  astute  and  vcrsatilf 
diplomatist  who  at  the  present  time  represents  Her  Majesty 
in  Paris.  Lord  Dufferin  assumed  the  reins  of  government  mi 
the  25th  of  June.  Almost  his  first  act  was  to  issue  a  procl  i- 
mation  dissolving  Parliament.  The  general  election  iollowcl 
immediately.  In  anticipation  of  this  contest,  Sir  John  lunl, 
some  time  before  the  session,  undertaken  a  political  tour  in 
Western  Canada. 

"I  find  the  country  in  a  sound  state,"  he  wrote  on  lii> 
return  to  Ottawa  in  February,  "  the  only  rock  ahead  being  tlia; 
infernal  Scott  murder  case,  about  which  the  Orangemen  Iiavt: 
quite  lost  their  heads." 

At  that  time,  liowever,  the  treaty  had  not  been  ratified,  aiul 
in  July  the  outlook  was  less  promising  than  it  had  been  six 
months  before. 

Sir  John  Macdonald  entered  on  the  campaign  of  1872  witli 
just  two  anxieties.  He  was  doubtful  of  Ontario,  and  he  was 
apprehensive  lest  his  pliysical  strength  should  fail  him.  \> 
regards  the  Dominion  as  a  whole,  ho  felt  reasonably  sure  '•! 
success  ;  but  the  result  in  Ontario,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  wi- 
very  problematical.  Upper  Canada  had  always  been  Liberal, 
savo  in   18G7,  and  in   18G7  the  victory  was  not  that  of  i 
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Conservative,  but  of  a  distinctly  coalition  ministry.  In  1872 
the  original  leaders  of  the  Liberal  wing  of  the  coalition  had  all 
disappeared,  and  many  of  the  rank  and  file  had  fallen  back  to 
their  old  positions  in  the  Liberal  party.  The  bringing  in  of 
Sir  Francis  Hincks,  although  it  secured  to  Canada  the  best 
available  Finance  Minister,  could  not  be  said  to  have  fulfilled 
Sir  John's  expectations,  for,  while  it  offended  some  Conserva- 
tives who  felt  tliey  had  been  passed  over,  it  failed  to  hold  all 
the  Liberals  who  had  followed  McDougall  and  Rowland. 

"Hincks,"  wrote  Sir  John,  "is  as  suggestive  as  ever  in 
tiiiance  matters,  but  his  rashness  (always,  as  you  know,  the 
defect  of  his  character)  seems  to  increase  with  his  years,  and, 
strange  to  say,  he  is  quite  a  stranger  to  the  popular  opinion 
of  Canada  as  it  is.  His  Canada  is  the  Canada  of  1850.  For  all 
that,  he  is  a  worthy  good  fellow,  and  has  been  successful  in 
finance."  * 

Another  of  Sir  Jolm's  colleagues  proved  anything  but  a 
source  of  strength  in  Ontario.  In  February,  1872,  Mr.  Howe, 
th(j  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Provinces,  in  the  course  of  a 
lecture  delivered  before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
at  Ottawa,  gave  expression  to  views  strangely  out  of  place  on 
tlie  lips  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  In  forcible  language  he 
criticized  the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  the  Dominion, 
"  tlie  desire  of  England  to  throw  off  her  colonies,  the  buying  of 
her  own  peace  at  the  sacrifice  of  Canada's  interests,  the  comedy 
<if  errors  into  whicli  she  had  blundered,"  and  demanded  that  the 
Imperial  policy  witli  respect  to  the  colonies  bo  at  once  jtro- 
<  laimcd  "  in  order  that  we  may  know  just  wliere  we  stand."  t 

The  (f'lohc  not  unnaturally  seized  upon  these  public  uttcr- 
«inces  of  a  Cabinet  [Minister,  and  used  the  circumstance  with 
some  effect.  The  affair  made  quite  a  commotion  in  tlio  Con- 
servative ranks,  and  great  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
(ho  Prime  ]\^inister  to  call  f^v  Mr.  Howe's  resignation.  Sir 
•fiilm  llacdonald  fully  recognized  the  gravity  of  ]\Ir.  Howe's 
iiuliscrelion,  but,  for  fear  of  the  result  in  Xova  Scotia,  Avliich, 
<-ven  then,  was  but  a  slumbering  volcano,  he  thought  it  well, 

•  Til  fSir  .Iciliii  8iiH(>,  (iMtcil  Ottinva,  Jiiimary  lO,  187-'. 

t  \'"r  the  lull  U'xt  ol  tliu  objiTtioutiblo  i)aH.-<ii((o   in  Mr.   Ilowu'ii  lecture,  scu 
.•\ji|)i'iulix  .\X1V.   i 
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though  much  against  his  will,  to  accept  his  colleague's  dis- 
claimers and  excuses. 

The  substitution  of  a  hostile  for  a  friendly  administration 
in  Toronto  was  another  importa'  "^otor  to  be  reckoned  with 
but  the  chief  sources  of  danger  la)'  xn  the  unpopularity  of  tlit* 
Washington  Treaty,  and  especially  of  the  settlement  of  tlie 
Fenian  claims  by  an  Imperial  guarantee,  and  in  the  feeliii" 
excited  among  the  Orangemen  by  the  murder  of  Scott,  whicli 
latter,  being  purely  a  matter  of  sentiment,  was  most  difficult  to 
contend  against.  Added  to  all  this,  the  influence  of  the  Pidmaii 
Catholic  Hierarchy — or,  at  any  rate,  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Toronto — was  directed  against  the  Government.  A  few  (liu> 
before  tlie  issue  of  the  writs^  Sir  John  proceeder"  to  Toronto,  ami 
undertook  the  d"'"u  tiun  of  the  campaign,  lea  v.  ig  his  own  con- 
stituency in  the  hands  ot  his  colleague,  Mr.  'ampbell.  His 
absence  from  Kingston,  although  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
general  interest,  was  resented  by  certain  of  his  supporters,  who 
were  duped  by  the  silly  cry  raised  by  his  opponents,  that  Sir 
John  was  neglecting  his  old  friends.  Mr.  John  Carrutheis,  a 
wealthy  and  influential  Liberal,  was  brought  out  against  liim, 
and  a  desperate  effort  made  to  capture  the  constituency.  Si 
hard  was  the  fight,  that  Sir  John  was  obliged  abruptly  ti 
suspend  his  western  tour,  and  visit  Kingston  in  person.  \\v 
arrived  there  on  the  22nd  of  July,  and  immediately  laid  siege 
to  the  town.  His  presence  infused  new  life  into  his  supporters, 
who  were  roused  to  enthusiasm  by  the  very  sight  of  the  cliiei- 
tain  who  had  so  often  led  them  to  victory.  Nor  were  they 
disappointed  on  this  occasion,  for  when  the  poll  closed  on  the 
1st  of  August,  Sir  John  Macdonald  was  elected  by  a  substantial 
majority.* 

His  own  seat  having  been  secured,  Sir  John  returned  to  the 
west,  where  he  remained  until  the  elections  were  over,  which 
was  not  before  the  end  of  August.  The  current  in  Ontario  sei 
strongly  against  the  Ministry,  and  it  required  all  the  leader's 
efforts  to  avert  disaster.  He  has  thus  summarized  the  result  ol 
his  labours : — 

"Tlie  Governmen';  have  carried  the  elections  swinuningly in 
all  the  provinces  but  Ontario.     Strange  to  say,  Nova  Scotia. 
*  Thu  votu  stood  Miicdimulil  735,  Curnitlicrs  COl.     Mdjority  for  Miicduuald,  131. 
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wliich  five  years  ago  returned  only  one  Union  candidate,  Tupper 
liimself,  now  returns  twenty,  being  all  but  one  of  its  represen- 
tation. In  New  Brunswick,  out  of  sixteen,  we  can  safely 
calculate  on  thirteen.  In  Quebec  we  have  lost  two  or  three 
members,  but  still  we  can  count  forty-three  out  of  sixty-five. 
In  Ontario,  of  eighty-eight  members,  we  can,  I  think,  count 
forty-two.  The  Opposition  can  reckon  on  forty,  and  there  are 
>ix  Independents,  who  will  likely  go  with  the  winning  side. 
However,  at  present  we  reckon  them  against  us.  British 
I  Vilinnbia  and  Manitoba  return  ten  members  together,  and  they 
are  all  Ministerialists.  I  had  to  fight  a  stern  and  up-hill  battle 
in  Ontario,  and  had  I  not  taken  regularly  to  the  stump,  a  thing 
that  I  have  never  done  before,  we  should  have  been  completely 
routed.  The  chief  ground  of  attack  on  the  Government  was 
the  Washington  Treaty,  and  cur  submitting  to  Gladstone's 
resolve  not  to  press  the  Fenian  claims.  Added  to  this,  of  course, 
were  all  the  sins  of  omission  and  commission  that  gather  round 
an  administration  of  so  many  years*  duration  as  ours. 

"  I  never  worked  so  hard  before,  and  never  shall  do  so  again  ; 
but  I  felt  it  to  be  necessary  this  time.  I  did  not  want  a 
verdict  against  the  treaty  from  the  country,  and  besides,  I 
sincerely  believe  that  the  advent  of  the  Opposition,  as  it  is  now 
constituted,  to  power  would  greatly  damage  the  future  of  Con- 
fi'deration.  That  Opposition  has  much  deteriorated  since  you 
left  Canada.  Poor  Sandfield  is  gone,  Brown  is  out  of  public 
life,  or,  rather,  out  of  Parliament ;  Blake,  who  is  a  gentleman 
liy  birth  and  education,  has  broken  down  in  health;  Dorion 
has  all  but  retired  from  public  life,  and  was  elected  against  his 
will  r.nj  in  his  absence ;  and  the  rest,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, art  a  very  inferior  lot."  * 

If  Sir  John's  estimate  was  not  too  sanguine  (and  he  was  not 
l^iven  to  exa^^'geration),  there  must  have  been  a  considerable 
falling  olT  from  iiie  ranks  of  his  followers  between  October  and 
the  mooting  of  Pai'liament,  in  April.  This  is  not  unlikely,  for, 
apart  i'roni  the  numerical  reduction  of  his  supporters,  it  was 
pnerally  folt  that  the  Government  had  received  a  severe  check. 
The  failure  to  carry  Ontario — the  largest  and  wealthiest 
province — had,  as  it  must  always  have,  an  unfavourable  eilect 
•  To  the  Viocouut  Mouck,  dated  Ottawa,  October  11,  1S7'2. 
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on  the  outlying  portions  of  the  Dominion,  and  the  iniprei?sioii 
thus  produced  was  heightened  by  the  defeat  of  two  leadin  - 
members  of  the  Government,  the  Finance  Minister  and  the 
Minister  of  Militia.  The  former,  desiring  to  represent  a 
western  constituency,  offered  himself  to  the  electors  of  South 
Brant,  only  to  suffer  a  humiliating  defeat  at  their  hand:«. 
Sir  Francis  was  subsequently  returned  for  Vancouver,  but 
his  public  career  was  at  an  end.  Shortly  before  the  meeting' 
of  Parliament  in  1873,  he  resigned  his  office  and  his  seat  in  the 
Cabinet.  Sir  Francis  had  had  this  step  in  contemplation  for 
some  time.  He  strongly  resented  Mr.  Howe's  speech  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  to  which  I  have  alludeil, 
and  it  was  only  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  his  leader  that  he 
consented  to  remain  a  colleague  of  the  Secretary  of  State  fur 
the  Provinces.*  His  defeat  in  Brant,  no  doubt,  revived  and 
confirmed  his  resolve  to  retire  from  public  life.f  In  his  letter 
of  resignation,!  Sir  Francis  thus  takes  leave  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald : — 

"  Yon  and  I  can  afford  to  treat  with  contempt  the  gossip  of  iiowspaiir 
correspondents,  but  this  is  a  suitable  occasion  for  mo  to  state  that,  during  tin; 
term  of  our  political  connection,  you  have  invariably  treated  nio  with  tli" 
gi'eatest  consideration  and  coniidenco,  and  that  I  continue  to  believe  tin; 
the  integrity  of  our  great  Dominion  depends  much  upon  the  success  of  vuiu 
Administration." 


Upon  the  retirement  of  Sir  Francis  Hincks,  I\Ir.  TilL 


,ev 


*  "You  will  have  seen  the  GMc.  Rely  on  it,  your  friends  tlivnuj^lKiut  Ontario 
uill  take  the  same  view  as  it  takes  of  J[r.  Howe's  lecture.  If  ^[r.  IIowo  iiIimI 
yesterday  to  suppress  the  pamplilet,  it  seems  to  me  that  your  course  is  clear,  and  that 
j'ou  should  insist  on  his  resij^uatiou.  You  have  f^iveu  liim  tlio  option.  I  owu  that  1 
ileeply  regret  that  extreme  consideration  for  Mr.  Howe  sIkjuUI  have  led  me  tu  write' t - 
you  yesterday,  consenting  to  remain  a  member  of  the  Government  with  him  under  any 
circumstances.  I  believe  that  wo  have  all  blundered,  but  our  motives  have  been  |;ii"il, 
jiud  we  may  hope  will  be  appreciated.  Still  I  shall,  even  though  the  piimijlilLt !- 
suppressed,  reserve  to  mysi'lf  the  right  to  condemn  on  all  occasions  tlio  lan^iia.' 
«scd."  (From  Sir  Francis  Hincks  to  Sir  John  Macdonald,  dated  Ottawa,  Miucii  2, 
1872.) 

t  "  Hincks  is  about  to  withdraw  from  the  Government,  which  I  greatly  rcirrct. 
!No  inducement  coidd  nmke  him  remain  until  the  end  of  the  session.  Tluaigli  lio ihi- 
iiot  admit  it,  I  faiuy  that  the  real  cause  of  his  reluctance  is  that  he  dislikes  tlio  idii 
of  being  taunted  by  the  Oppositiim  with  being  unable  to  get  a  seat  in  Ontario  ami 
sitting  as  a  Minister  for  such  an  out-of-the-way  place  as  Vancouver  Island."  (Frmu 
Wir  John  Macdcmald  to  Sir  John  Hose,  dated  Ottawa,  February  13,  1873.) 

X  Dated  Febraary  10,  1873. 
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succeeded  to  the  office  of  Finance  Minister.  Dr.  Tupper,  who 
was  then  Minister  of  Inland  Eevenue,  became  Minister  of 
Customs.  Mr,  John  O'Connor,  M.P.  for  Essex,  who  entered  the 
Cabinet  in  succession  to  Mr.  Morris,  appointed  Lieutenant 
Covemor  of  Manitoba,  had  previously  accepted  the  Presidency 
of  the  Privy  Council.  In  January,  1873,  Mr.  Chapais  gave 
place  to  Mr.  Theodore  Ilobitaille,  M.P.  for  Bonaventure.  In 
the  following  June,  Mr.  T.  K  Gibbs,  M.P.  for  the  South  Eiding' 
of  Ontario,  became  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Provinces,  which 
office  had  been  vacated  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  appointed 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia.  On  the  1st  of  July,  the 
Act  abolishing  the  department  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
rrovinces,  and  creating  in  its  stead  the  department  of  the  Interior, 
was  brought  into  effect.  On  the  13tli  of  August,  Mr.  Hugh 
McDonald,  M.P.  for  Antigonish,  was  appointed  Minister  of 
Militia  and  Defence  ;  Mr.  Campbell  was  transferred  to  the  new 
department  of  the  Interior ;  Mr.  O'Connor  became  Postmaster 
General,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  Minister  of  Inland  Eevenue.* 

Tlie  defeat  of  Sir  George  Cartier  in  Montreal  East,  though 
not  unexpected  by  Sir  John,  was  no  less  a  blow  to  the  Govern- 
ment. For  some  time  previous  to  the  election  Sir  George  had 
shown  unmistakable  signs  of  failing  health.  In  the  summer  of 
1872  alarming  symptoms  began  to  develop  themselves.  He 
was  thus  ill-fitted  to  fight  a  battle  in  which  everything  was 
against  him.  East  ]\Iontreal  Avas  not  rouge,  and  almost  any 
strong  local  man  could  have  !  eld  it  for  the  Administration. 
Sir  George,  however,  had  quarrelled  with  the  Eoman  Catholic 
Bishop  on  personal  grounds,  and  the  whole  intluence  of  the 
latter  was  thrown  against  him.  Because  of  his  professional 
connection  with  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  Company,  he  was 
supposed  to  be  adverse  to  the  rival  road  then  being  constructed 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  from  IMontreal  to 
Quebec.  It  was  understood  that  the  terminus  of  this  railway 
was  to  be  in  Montreal  East,  and,  in  consequence,  every  one  who 

*  John  O'Connor  -was  sworn  of  the  Trivy  Council  on  tlio  2nd  of  July,  1S72 ; 
Theodore  Robitaillo  on  tlio  30tli  of  Jauufiry,  1873  ;  Tlioinas  Xicliolsou  Gibbs  on  tho 
Uthof  June,  1873  ;  and  Ilu-h  McDonald  ou  the  13tli  of  August,  1873.  Tiio  hut- 
Mnied  wiis  appointed  a  muiuber  of  tlio  Privy  Council  and  its  rrcsident  on  the  lltli  of 
•'"111',  1873  ;  but  lie  was  not  sworn  nor  did  ho  i^vpx  tho  roll  until  tho  13th  of  Aui,mst 
li'llowiiig,  and  it  dues  not  appear  tliat  lie  ever  exercised  tho  fuuctious  of  President. 
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expected  to  profit  by  its  construction  voted  against  liim.  Thr 
British  element,  which  in  former  years  went  as  one  man  tnr 
him,  was  dissatisfied,  and  the  volunteers,  on  account  of  some 
petty  detail  of  administration,  were  all  against  him.  Sir  Jolm 
Macdonald,  who  plainly, foresaw  the  consequences  of  lii> 
attempting  to  carry  Montreal  East,  begged  him  to  give  up  tin- 
idea,  and  take  a  safe  constituency,  but  all  to  no  purpose  :— 

"  I  should  not  regret  his  defeat  at  all,"  writes  Sir  Jolm  t) 
Lord  Lisgar,*  "  as  he  brought  it  on  himself  by  sheer  obstinacv, 
were  it  not  that  I  fear  it  will  greatly  affect  his  health.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  he  is  in  a  very  bad  way.  His  legs  are  swollen 
to  an  enormous  extent.  It  has  all  the  appearance  of  confirrael 
dropsy.  But,  still  worse.  Dr.  Grant  tells  me  confidentially 
that  his  ailment  is  what  is  commonly  known  as  "  Bright  s 
disease,"  which  is  generally  considered  as  incurable.  I  do  not 
anticipate  that  he  will  live  a  year,  and,  with  all  his  faults  or, 
rather,  with  all  his  little  eccentricities,  he  will  not  leave  so  goo'l 
a  Frenchman  behind  him — certainly  not  one  who  can  fill  liis 
place  in  public  life.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  I  sorrow  at  this. 
We  have  acted  together  since  1854,  and  never  had  a  serious 
difference." 

A  few  days  after  his  defeat  in  Montreal,  Sir  George  was 
elected  for  Provencher,  in  Manitoba,  but  he  never  took  his  seat 
in  I'arliament.  Early  in  October  he  left  for  England,  to  place 
himself  under  medical  treatment,  which  was  powerless  to  save 
him.  His  letters  from  England  to  Sir  John  indicate  that  he  bail 
no  adequate  notion  of  the  grave  nature  of  his  malady.t  He  was 
always  improving,  always  full  of  hope  and  courage.  One  letter 
would  relate  his  interview,  had  the  day  before,  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  on  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  Dominion.  Another 
would  be  filled  with  speculations  as  to  what  was  going  on  in 
Canada,  and  with  expressions  of  regret  at  his  enforced  absence. 
Then  he  would  tell  with  evident  pleasure  of  his  social  doings- 
how  he  dined  here  and  there,  and  discussed  affairs  with  so  and 
so.  All  this  time  he  was  dying,  yet,  while  Sir  John  MacdonaLl 
feared  the  worst,  his  letters  to  Sir  George  showed  no  trace  of 

*  September  2ud,  1872. 

+  For  extracts  ironi  Sir  Georjfe  Ciirtier's  letters  of  Uiis  period,  alsjo  au  accoiiut 
from  Sir  Jolm  Kose  of  the  former's  death,  see  Appendix  XXV, 
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the  anxiety  which  he  felt  on  his  friend's  behalf.  With  all  that 
kindliness  of  heart  and  delicacy  of  feeling  which  pre-eminently 
(listinfmished  him,  he  cheered  his  friend  by  every  mail  with 
letters  which  not  only  conveyed  the  impression  to  Sir  George 
that  his  sanguine  reports  of  himself  were  confirmed  by  others, 
Iiut  made  it  appear  that  in  all  his  weakness  and  pain  he  was 
doini,'  good  work  for  Canada.     Thus  : — 

"  I  am  glad  to  learn,  not  only  from  yourself  but  also  from 
other  sources,  that  you  are  doing  so  well.  Cyril  Graham  writes 
lue  tliat  you  are  holding  your  own  well." 

And  again : — 

"  I  read  your  letter  of  the  23  rd  Nov.  in  Council  yesterday. 
I  need  not  say  that  all  your  colleagues  were  delighted  with  the 
:ood  progress  you  are  making.  Go  on  and  prosper.  You  seem 
to  have  converted  Lord  Kimberley,  as  the  Governor  General 
Iiad  a  cable  from  him  that  the  Tea  and  Coffee  Bill  will  not  be 
disallowed.  If  you  secure  the  transference  of  the  fortification 
guarantee,  your  mission  will  have  been  successful  on  every 
point.    Do  not  hurry  too  much  about  coming  out." 

From  the  date  of  his  arrival  in  England  Sir  George  wrote  to 
Sir  John  once  a  week  and  sometimes  oftener.  To  the  very 
last  he  kept  up  this  correspondence.  Sir  George  Cartier  was  in 
tradi  a  man  of  marvellous  courage.  Three  days  before  his  end, 
when  the  very  shadow  of  death  lay  on  him,  his  indomitable 
spirit  sought  once  again  the  old  familiar  intercourse  with  his 
leader  and  friend.  Calling  for  materials,  he  feebly  endeavoured 
to  write  a  letter.  But  ere  his  trembling  fingers  had  finished 
tracing  the  oft-repeated  line,  "  j\Iy  dear  INIacdonald,"  weakness 
compelled  him  to  desist,  and  obliged  him  to  have  recourse  to  an 
amanuensis  in  the  person  of  his  daughter,  who  wrote  this  letter 
at  her  father's  dictation. 


:««.; 


io  uu  acc'ouut 


"Loudou,  47,  "Wdbcck  St.  Went,  May  17,  1873. 
'MyDEAU  Macdon'ALD, 

"  1  am  ill  ill  bed  since  a  few  clays,  snfl'oi-ing  from  rlieumatic  pains  in 
my  chest.  I  am  so  weak,  I  cannot  hold  a  pen,  and  I  use  Josepliine  to  write 
lur  rae.  I  hope  to  get  rid  of  ray  pain  in  a  few  days,  and  always  purpose  to 
siil  on  the  29th  of  May.  Allan  communicated  to  me  your  last  about  Grand 
Trunk,  and  other  matters.  You  did  well  in  writing  him  thus.  I  have  not  as 
yet  got  a  reply  from  Lord  Kimberley  about  the  extension  of  the  railway 
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building  time,  but  I  expect  it  from  day  to  day.  Very  likely  ho  is  waitin'ri;. 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  OfBcers  on  the  subject.  With  rcgaril  to  my  ili<i;v, 
Dr.  Johnson  says,  I  am  progressing  as  well  as  possible.  But  tho  ,,1 
weather  and  the  cold  wind  wo  are  having  liero  since  several  weeks  do  i  • 
work  favourably  for  me.  I  presume  you  have  prorogued,  or  you  are  on  ti 
ovo  of  doing  so.  ^ly  kind  remembrances  to  our  colleagues,  and  the  sam. 
from  uc  all  to  Lady  Macdonald.  And,  my  dear  Macdonald,  believe  me,  ;h 
always, 

"  Your  very  sincerely, 

"(i'E.CAi:TiEi;. 
"  I". 
"  Josephine  Cartier." 

Five  days  later  Miss  Cartier  wrote  again  : — 

"  47,  Welbeck  Street  West,  London,  3[ay  22, 187.3. 

"Dear  Sir  John-  Macdonald, 

"I  wi-ote  to  you  by  the  last  Cunard  mail,  under  my  poor fatlicr'- 
dictation.  By  that  letter,  which  has  now  reached  its  destination,  you  prola! I- 
perceived  that  he  was  labouring  under  the  delusion  that  he  suft'ered  just  tin- 
rheumatic  pains,  brought  on  by  the  damp  climate  here,  and  that  if  he  m.\ 
return  promptly  to  Canada  a  cure  would  be  effected.  In  fact,  his  yearnin: 
after  Canada  was  preying  so  upon  his  mind,  that,  although  in  his  presence  w.; 
humoured  this  fancy,  we  inwardly  shuddered  that  he  might  make  use  of  all 
his  energy  to  carry  this  out. 

"  Truly  it  is  a  solace  now  to  think,  that,  if  Providence  had  ordaineJ  li- 
should  be  taken  away  from  us  so  soon,  it  were  better  his  last  moments  were  n ; 
accompanied  by  the  horrors  and  agonies  of  a  death  at  sea.  He  died  o:i 
Tuesday  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  and  during  Sunday  bade  us  to  read,  evoii 
to  minute  details,  the  contents  of  the  Canadian  newspapers,  as  if  to  surrai.' 
upon  the  doings  of  that  country  he  beloved,  before  undertaking  his  lii;u 
journey  up  above.  His  last  words  almost  were,  to  congratulate  himself  n:! 
the  good  tidings  from  Prince  Edward  Island. 

"  Since  a  week  only,  had  my  poor  father  been  confined  to  his  bed.  Lif; 
was  ebbing  away  quietly,  and  none  of  us  could  perceive  it.  On  Sunday 
night,  however,  this  evil  work  became  conspicuous,  and  several  doctors  wer  • 
called  in.  All  agreed,  on  Monday  night,  that  another  consultation  would  t.ik' 
place  on  Tuesday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  as  danger  was  imminent.  Tlia; 
night  he  slept,  which  was  unusual  of  late,  and  towards  dawn,  mamma,  who 
had  been  by  liis  bedside  all  night,  left  the  room  for  a  few  minutes,  with  sonie 
of  the  attendants.  On  her  returning,  a  change  had  occurred,  she  gave  tin' 
alarm.  Doctors,  clergymen  were  called,  and  all  was  over  in  twenty  minutos 
He  rallied  strength  and  told  us  himself :  '  I  am  dying.' 

"  The  body  being  embalmed  cannot  sail  before  the  29th  inst.  Tlioma-. 
his  devoted  attendant,  is  unable  to  accompany  it;  in  fact  the  shock  was  ?" 
gi-eat,  that  we  are  all  prostrated.    All  friends  in  England  show  as  a  deep  ami 
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most  heart-felt  sympathy ;  but  mamma,  my  sister,  and  myself  intend  loavin}; 
London  after  tiie  funeral  service,  to  recover  a  little  before  sailing  for  Canada. 
Thomas  sails  on  the  first  week  of  June.  From  him  you  can  learn  more 
than  I  can  write  to-day. 

'•  Prav  accept  our  united  kind  regards  tp  you,  dear  Sir  John,  and  to  Lady 
Macilonaid,  and  also  to  all  the  members  of  the  Canadian  Cabinet,  whom  four 
ilavs  ago  my  poor  father  still  called  so  fondly  "  his  colleagues,"  and  believe  me, 

"  Your  most  sincere  little  friend, 

"  JosEPinxK  Cartier. 

..  p_s.  —The  inclosed  is  a  photograph,  taken  some  very  short  time  ago. 
W'oul'l  you  kindly  give  it  over  to  Notman,  or  some  other  photographer  at 
Ottawa ;  all  of  wliom  might  like  to  reproduce  it.  ^lamma  lias  a  larger  card, 
which  she  intends  to  be  given  to  Lady  Macdonald  and  yourself. — J.  C." 


mamma,  wlio 


In  January,  1872,  Sir  John  Macdonald  received  from  the 
Kinj,^  of  Spain  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Isabel  la 
CatoHca,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  action,  as  Minister  of  Justice, 
ill  taking  steps  to  frustrate  an  attempt  made  by  a  few  hotheads 
in  Montreal,  during  the  summer  of  1871,  to  procure  the 
enrolment  of  volunteers  for  a  filibustering  expedition  against 
Cuba.  Sir  John  consulted  the  Governor  General,  who  had 
lieen  similarly  honoured,  as  to  what  course  he  should  pursue 
with  reference  to  this  Order,  which,  as  a  British  subject,  he  was 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  debarred  from  accepting.  "  As 
for  myself,"  replied  Lord  Lisgar,  "  of  course,  in  my  position, 
I  cannot  take  it,  but  were  I  in  your  place,  I  should  accept  it 
and  say  nothing  about  it."  Sir  John  took  this  advice,  but  he 
never  applied  for  the  requisite  permission,  and  consequently 
never  wore  the  decoration.* 

In  tlio  following  June,  the  Prime  Minister  received  an 
intimation  that  another  and  more  highly  prized  honour  awaited 
!iim— tliat,  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished  services  to  the 
Empire,  liis  Sovereign  purposed  to  summon  him  to  her  Privy 

*  This  affair  of  the  Spanish  Order  affords  an  illustration  of  the  kind  tliought 
nhich  Sir  Jolui  Macdonald  ever  had  for  his  subordinates.  After  acknowledging  to  thu 
Con.'-ul  General  of  Spain  Ids  sense  of  the  honour  proposed  to  he  conferred  upon  him, 
lie  wrote  a  private  note,  chiefly  to  say  : — 

"I  liopo  you  will  permit  me  also  to  mention  tliat  the  Canadian  official  who  liad 
thu  most  to  do  with  the  promptness  of  the  action  of  the  Government  here,  was  the 
lliputy  Jlinister  of  Justice,  Lieutenant  Colonel  IJernard,  who  liad  charge  of  the 
■vhdk'  afhiir,  and,  as  the  superior  officer  of  the  commissioner  of  police,  gave 
thf  ntcc'ssary  instructions  to  him."  The  hint  was  taken,  and  tiie  next  mail  fnmi 
Madrid  hroujrlit  Colonel  Bernard  the  insignia  of  Knight  Commander  of  the  Order. 


160       MEMOIRS  OF  Slit  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.  [Ciiap.XXH 

Council.  Sir  John,  wliile  deeply  sensible  of  this  mark  of  Hov,! 
favour,  desired  it  to  be  made  quite  clear  that  the  honour  w.i- 
for  Imperial,  and  not  for  colonial  service ;  and  to  tliis  end  li.. 
suggested  that  the  offer  should  come  through  Lord  (Iranvill. 
the  Foreign  Minister,  rather  than  tlirough  the  Coloniid  Socrutnrv 

"  I  thought  it  best,"  wrote  lie  to  the  CJovernor  (leneral,* "; 
allude  in  one  of  my  speeches  to  the  Privy  CouncilLjrsliip,  as  tli 
thing  had  got  abroad — I  fancy  from  some  letter  of  Sir  Join: 
Hose  to  a  friend — and  all  kinds  of  stories  had  been  circulatdl 
about  it.     I  shall  be  glad  to  be  gazetted  at  any  time,  but  tli' 
appointment  should,  I  tlunk,  come  from  Lord  CJranville.    I  \va< 
obliged  to  hold  the  ground  that,  as  one  of  the  Joint  High  Com- 
mission, I  was  an  Imperial  servant  (and  not  a  colonial  ri'iir- 
sentative),  and  as  an  Imperial  officer  bound  to  obey  instructiini^ 
from   England.      Even   those   Canadians  who  approve  of  mv 
course,  including  my  colleagues  in  the  Ministry,  hold  that,  in 
signing  the  treaty,  I,  for  the  sake  of  the  Empire,  assented  t 
the  sacrifice  of  the  special  interests  of  Canada.     This  point  i> 
of  some  impoi'tance  to  mc,  and  I  enclose  you  Lord  ( !ranvill''< 
official  letter  of  thanks,  showing  that  lie  takes  the  same  view,'' 

In  this  year,  also.  Sir  John  Macdonald  received  still  aiiotkr 
recognition — this  time  of  service  distinctively  colonial.  In  a 
previous  chapter  I  have  spoken  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditioi; 
of  his  private  affairs.  When,  in  1870,  he  was  supposed  to  be  u\\ 
bis  death-bed,  the  true  state  of  his  bank  account  became  known 
to  some  of  his  friends,  in  whom  the  information  evoked  a  foeliii.' 
akin  to  remorse.  They  realizeel  that  I  ,  who  had  given  liis 
time,  his  energies,  and  all  his  splendid  talents  to  the  service  nf 
the  State,  had  done  so  at  the  sacrifice,  not  only  of  his  material 
interests,  but,  in  the  event  of  his  death,  of  the  future  woll-ix'iii. 
of  his  family.  It  was  felt  that  while  no  recompense  couil 
requite  his  services  to  Canada,  provision  should  at  least  k' 
nif.de  for  tlioso  whom  he  might  leave  behind.  The  idea  of 
a  testimonial  was  taken  up  by  certain  of  his  friends  A  Toronto, 
and  elsewhere,  and,  on  the  Gth  of  April,  the  sum  of  j?G7,.3"'' 
was  vested  in  trustees  duly  ajipointed  to  administer  the  fund. 

*  Si'ptuniber  2uil,  1872. 
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The  idea,  ot  roaching  the  oast  from  the  west  has  exercised  lor 
many  centuries  a  f\iscination  over  the  minds  of  men.  To  it, 
in  great  measure,  is  due  the  discovery  of  the  New  Workl. 
It  stiuudatcd  the  zeal  and  fired  the  imagination  of  the  early 
ixplorers  of  North  America.  Cartier,  Chaiuplaiu,  La  Salle, 
all  dreamed  of  a  north-west  passage  to  the  Indies,  and  a  new 
road  for  commerce  to  the  riches  of  China  and  Japan.  In  the 
last  century  we  have  the  gallant  La  Verendrye  and  the  intrepid 
Mackenzie,  the  latter  the  first  white  man  to  penetrate  the 
llucky  Mountains,  and  to  view  from  their  slopes  the  waters 
111'  the  IVicitic  Ocean.  Then  follows  a  long  line  of  enthusiasts, 
who  advocated  one  form  or  another  of  communication  with 
the  western  coast.  But  these  were  men  born  before  their  time, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  invention  of  railways  had  revolu- 
tionized the  world,  that  schemes  hitherto  regarded  as  visiijuary 
became  theories,  premature  it  might  be,  but  not  wholly 
chimerical  in  the  Judgment  of  ]n'actical  men. 

In  1851,  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature  of  tin* 
I'rnvince  of  Canada  for  a  charter  to  construct  a  railway  through 
VOL  II.  M 
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r.ritisli  IS^ortli  America  to  the  I*acific  Oce^u.  The  inil-.vnv 
comniittee  tfi  whom  the  petition  was  refin  d  "  n-'hictauUv " 
reported  against  the  project,  on  the  ground  that,  until  t!  ■ 
claims  of  the  Indian  tribes  and  of  tlie  Kiulson's  Bay  Compn;:. 
to  the  intervening  territory  were  adjusted,  such  appUcati.;, 
was  premature.  At  the  same  time,  they  recorded  their  uiipv— 
sion  that  the  scheme  ought  not  to  1)6  regarded  as  visionary  n; 
impracticable,  and  ventured  to  indulge  tne  hope  that  it  mi-!;' 
one  day  be  undertaken  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  StatL'\" 

The  union  of  the  ]irovinces,  followed  by  the  acqiiisiiji};; 
of  the  Nortli-West,  marks  a  further  stage  in  the  dovelopiii'::' 
of  I'lB  idea  which  animated  the  early  explorers  of  this  contiiii':.;. 
That  which  was  beyond  the  r'ources  of  a  single  proving;  M;i- 
but  legitimate  enterprise  to  a  great  Hominiou — nay,  ia  t!i 
judgment  of  the  head  of  tli"  Government,  it  had  become 
political  necessuN.  For  years,  indeed,  it  had  beeu  advocatu-l 
in  academic  fashion  by  those  who  spoke  only  for  theniselw - 
and  upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  action  did  not  ro-;. 
But  Sir  John  Macdonahl  was  the  first  statesman  who  realiz'M 
the  necessity  for  the  railway,  and  formed  the  rfcr>nlutioii  ti 
build  it.  Even  Ijefore  the  transfer  of  the  Territories  iiad  taken 
place,  his  resolution  was  formed. 

"  Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  26th,  giving  ine  an 

account  of  your  conversation  with .     It  is  quite  eviilou' 

to  me,  not  only  from  this  conversation,  but  from  advices  I'roni 
Washington,  that  the  United  States  Government  are  resolveJ 
to  do  all  they  can,  short  of  war,  tt)  get  possession  of  tlie 
western  territory,  and  we  must  take  immediate  and  vigoroii-: 
steps  to  counteract  them.  One  of  the  first  things  to  lie  ilmi' 
is  to  show  unmistakably  on.-  resolve  to  build  the  Tacit 
liailway."  f 

The  admission  of  British  Columbia  into  the  Union  furnislnJ 

*  App.,  TT.U.,  Journals,  f,c<u  Ass.,  ISol,  vdl.  x. 

On  tlio  ir)tli  oi  May,  18.;!,  Jo^opli  llowu  uttered  this  proilidion  at  ll!ilil;i\:  "I 
am  neither  ii  prophet  nor  tlio  won  of  a  ])rophet,  yet  I  venture  to  predict  tiwt  in  li' 
years  we  sliall  nmke  the  journey  lunu'e  to  (luehee  inid  Montreal  an<l  St.  .Iulm  liy  ii ! 
and  I  believe  that  many  in  tliis  room  will  live  to  hear  the  wliistle  of  the  sti'uni-rnur: 
in  the  passes  of  the  Tloeky  ^^ountains,  and  to  make  the  journey  from  Iliilitax  t" '' 
I'ai'ilh^  in  live  or  six  days"  [Speeches  niul  Letters ,  Hon.  Joseph  Ifoice,  vnl.  ii.  \).  dl 

t  From  Sir  Johu  Mucdouald  to  C.  J.  lirydgos,  E^j.,  ilated  Ottawa,  Juuuan  .■■ 
1870. 
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:iu  additional  reason  for  the  construction  of  the  Pacific  Eailway. 
Without  such  a  bond  that  province,  lyiu^'  three  thousand  miles 
from  the  seat  of  Government,  separated  by  un  almost  unbroken 
wilderness  and  gigantic  ranges  of  mountains,  might  as  well 
have  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe.  Pioth  the  Dominion 
anil  the  province  realized  the  necessity,  not  merely  for  the 
uiidertakiiiLr,  but  for  its  speedy  accfunplishment.  Accordingly, 
in  the  terms  of  union,  we  find  Canada  pledging  herself  to 
construct  a  railway  to  the  I'acific  Ocean  within  ten  years.*' 

It  is  not  n"  intention  to  trace  here  the  progress  of  events 
o.nnected  with  the  carrying  out  of  this  vast  undertaking — 
that  remarkable  chapter  in  the  history  of  Canada  has  yet  tn 
ho  written;  to  me  it  falls  merely  to  relate  the  story  of  what 
is  coiumonly  called  the  "  Taciiic  scandal,"  or,  more  proj^erly 
•Hulking,  to  arrange  in  the  form  of  a  narrative  that  which 
>.r  John  !Macdonald  has  written  upon  the  sul)ject. 

The  agreement  entered  into  with  British  Columbia  en- 
.muitprcd  much  adverse  criticism  at  the  hands  of  the  l*arlia- 
luentary  Opyiositio.!,  who  viewed  it  as  an  oldigation  that  would 
[iress  with  uu..ul  severity  upon  the  people  of  Canada.  They 
argued  that,  in  cont.  acting  to  build  the  road  in  ten  years.f 
the  Government  had  committed  Canada  to  an  undertaking 
greatly  beyond  its  resources,  in  fact,  to  a  physical  impos- 
sihility.  This  cry  was  not  without  its  effect  in  the  general 
(.'lection  of  1872,  and,  when  Parliament  met  in  March,  1873, 
there  was  an  uneasy  feeling,  even  among  the  supporters  of 
the  Ministry,  that  the  Government  had  made  an  inqtrudent 
hargain,  which  would  be  found  exceedingly  difficult  (jf  fulfil- 
ment.   It  was  under  these  circumstances   that,  at  an   early 

*  "Tli('  fiiivcnimciit  (if  tlu;  Ddiniiiinn  iiiidrrtiiko  to  sociirc  tin;  coniniom'citM'iit 
^inuiltaucim^Iy,  witliiu  two  years  t'rom  the  (l:iti'  nt  Cnidii,  cit  tin;  cimstnictidii  nf  ;i 
railway  Inmi  (ho  Puciflc  townrds  tlio  Rocky  Mouutuiiis,  and  from  .such  point  iis  muy 
ln'selt'cti'il,  t';i>t  of  tlio  Rocky  >roiintiiinH,  towards  the  riicitic,  to  coniici't  tho  scaliniird 
"1  lirilish  Ciduiidiia  with  tlio  railway  system  of  (Jaunda  ;  and  fiutiicr,  to  scciuo  the 
"imp'- dun  of  such  railway  within  ten  yearn  from  the  date  of  the  Union." 

t  As  II  matter  of  fact  it  was  Imilt  in  less  than  six.  The  contract  with  tlie 
''aimdiiui  J'ai'itic  Railway  Company  was  siu:ned  on  (he  2 1st  of  Ocfolicr.  ISSO,  and  on 
''l"'21tli  (i|  Jidy.  1880,  Sir  John  ^[acdonald  himself  arrived  at  I'ort  Moody  in  the  car 
iii  whicli  lie  had  left  ()t(awa  a  few  days  liefore.  .\t  tlie  date  of  the  si^niin;;'  of  (he 
'  'iKiiU't  (lie  only  portions  of  tlii^  main  line  hniU  were  :  l.Vi  miles  from  b'ort  William 
«"tvv,uil,  (rack  laid  but  not  comple(ed  ;  II J  mile^  Keewadn  to  Selkirk,  (rack  laid 
iHuly  iiii'  operatinu, 
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period  of  the  session,  Mr.  Huntingdon,  member  for  llie  Countv 
of  Sliefford,  gave  verbal  notice  that  he  wouhl,  on  the  Houv 
going  into  committee  of  supply,  bring  up  the  subject  i* 
the  Canadian  racific  Railway  charter.  The  Ministers  in  tli. 
House  imderstood  from  this  notice  that  the  railway  poli(v 
of  the  Government  was  to  be  attacked,  and  the  motion  wav 
stated  in  the  Ottawa  correspondence  of  the  Toronto  Gloh\  tli- 
chief  newspaper  organ  of  the  Opposition,  to  involve  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence.  When,  on  a  subsequent  day,  the  Ministr 
of  Finance  rose  to  make  his  budget  speech,  Mr.  Huntinuii.n 
asked  whether  he  proposed  to  do  so  with  the  Speaker  ia  th'; 
chair,  or  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Tilley  repliel  tha: 
he  intended  to  address  the  Speaker.  Mr.  Huntingdon  tln.ii 
stated  that,  as  the  speech  would  prcjbably  take  up  some  tinif 
and  cause  debate,  he  would  postpone  his  motion  till  another 
day.  He  did  not,  liowever,  then  state  the  tenor  or  etfeu 
of  his  motion. 

On  the  2nd  of  April  he  rose  in  his  place  and  nial;' 
a  statement  *  to  the  effect  that  the  Government,  in  considiiv a- 
tion  of  large  sums  of  money  supplied  for  election  purpose^ 
had  corruptly  granted  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and  his  ussociatw 
the  charter  for  building  the  Canadian  I'acific  Eailway,  endiii; 
by  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  seven 
members  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  his  charges. 

It  was  then  first  perceived  that  his  design  was  not  to  attack 
the  railway  policy  of  the  Government,  but  to  make  a  persuiial 
charge  against  the  integrity  of  the  Ministers.  The  motion  wa^ 
not  accompanied  with  any  i)roof  or  statement  of  iiarticular^ 
or  details.  The  House  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  HuntinijJun 
to  adopt  a  resolution,  which  had  been  announced  to  bo  a 
censure  of  the  Go^'(irnment,  on  his  nnked  and  unsupportii 
assertion.  The  Minister  of  Justice,  as  leader  of  the  House, 
felt  that  there  was  only  one  answer  to  it,  and  that  was  t' 
leave  the  House  to  deal  with  the  statement  and  charge  without 
reply.  A  vote  was  taken  without  debate,  and  the  moliiin 
negatived  by  107  to  7G. 

*  F(ir  tlio  text  ot  tliis  rcsdlution,  soc  ApiR'iuli.v  XXVI. 

Tlio  best  c'dllci'tidu  of  (1(icumpiit.«  it'liiting  tii  tliin  wlioli)  nfi'air  is  fo  bcfminil  in  I.i'r'l 
Dulfiiiii's  <k's])iit('lu's  to  fliu  Ciil(»iiinl  Si'crutiiry,  Journalf,  J/ousc  of  Commons,  b''i. 
V('..  vii.  ]}[),  ij-llil. 
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The  motion,  as  one  involving  a  want  of  confidence  in  the 
(lovernraent,  was  thus  finally  disposed  of.  But  the  ]\Iinisters 
had  no  desire  to  remain  under  the  imputation,  and,  on  the 
next  dav.  Sir  John  Macdonalc  gave  notice  that  he  wouh^,  on 
the  followinjf  Tuesday,  ask  the  House  to  appoint  a  special 
(nmmittee  of  five,  to  be  selected  by  the  House,  for  th.e  purpose 
(if  considering  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  motion  of  the 
member  for  Shefiford  ;  that  the  committee  should  be  chosen 
livthe  House  and  not  named  by  the  mover;  and  that,  if  need 
he,  they  should  have  special  power  given  them  to  sit  in  reces'='. 
or  that  a  Efiyal  Commission  should  be  issued  to  them  for  the 
imrpose  of  giving  them  sucli  power. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  April,  the  following  resolution  was 
carried  on  the  motion  of  Sir  John  !Macdonald : — 

••Tli.it  a  select  coiumittcu  of  live  nicml)crs  (of  wliicli  coinmittei;  tlio  mover 
^ll;lll  not  bo  one)  be  appointed  by  tliis  House  to  inquire  into,  and  report  upon, 
thewvenil  matters  contained  and  stated  in  a  resolution  moved  on  Wednesday, 
tliel'nd  day  of  April  instant,  l)y  the  lion.  Mr.  Huntinsdon,  member  for  tlio 
luuiitv  iif  i^Iietibrd,  relating  to  the  Canadian  racifie  Itailway,  witii  power 
tiiseiiil  for  j)eisons,  papers  and  records,  to  rej)ort  from  time  to  time,  and 
to  repdrt  the  evidence  from  time  to  time,  and,  if  need  be,  to  sit  after  the 


vnrti 


,'ation  of  Parliament." 


The  members  to  compose  the  committee  were  then  named 
hy  the  House,  as  follows  :  Hon.  Mr.  Blanchet,  Mr.  Blake,  and 
][oii,  :Mes;irs.  Dorion  (Napierville),  McDonald  (Pictou),  and 
('anieron  (Cardwell).  Of  this  committee,  Messrs.  Blanchet, 
McDonald  of  I'ictou,  and  Camxron  of  Cardwell  usually  sup- 
ported the  Administration;  while  Messrs.  Blake  and  Dorion 
were  loaders  of  the  Opposition.  In  the  debate  which  took 
place  on  this  motion,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  leader  of  tlie  (.)[i- 
pusitioii,  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  committee  liaving 
power  to  take  evidence  on  oath.  He  doubted  whether  it  was 
consistent  ^\ith  Parliamentary  practice  that  the  commiLtee 
dioidd  sit  after  prorogation,  and  suggested  that  a  Bill  should 
lie  introihiced  conferring  that  power,  and  also  giving  the  power 
to  the  connnitteo  to  swear  witnesses.  Messrs.  lUake  and 
i'orioii  cDUcurred  in  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Joly,  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Opposition, 
.•^'.ited  that  he  thought  it  was  so  essential  that  the  witnesses 
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sliould  be  exaraiuetl  under  oath,  that  he  would  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  moving  that  the  following  wonh 
be  added  to  the  motion  :  "  and  empowering  them  to  examiii.' 
witnesses  under  oath  ; "  but  did  not  press  his  motion,  as  it  was 
explained  to  him  that  it  appeared  to  Ije  the  unanimous  wish  o; 
the  House  that  the  witnesses  sliould  be  examined  upon  oati:. 
Sir  John  jMacdonald  expressed  a  doubt  whether  tlie  House  ha] 
power  to  pass  an  Act  giving  the  power  to  a  special  coinmitti.,' 
to  administer  oaths.  He  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  th- 
evidence  ought  to  be  taken  under  oath,  and  added  that  if 
the  House  could  not  confer  the  power,  it  could  be  conferrni 
upon  the  members  of  the  committee  by  issuing  a  Koyal 
Commission  to  them  under  the  Act  31  Vict,  c.  38.  He  hopeil 
the  committee  would  sit  at  once,  and  report  the  best  and  mos* 
expedient  mode  of  securing  that  object,  either  by  Bill  or  liy 
(Jommission. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  Mr.  Cameron,  the  chairman,  reporti ' 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  was  advisable  that  a  Ijih 
should  be  introduced  empowering  the  committee  to  cxamiii' 
on  oath  witnesses  brouglit  bui'ore  them.     A  Bill  was  introducel 
accordingly  on  the  18th  of  April,  passed  thf  House  of  Cm 
nions  on  the  21st,  the  Senate  on  the  21)th,  and  received  iIk 
Eoyal  assent  on  the  third  of  ?,Iay.    On  the  same  day  Mr.  Cameron 
moved  "  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  select  committee  that 
the  Avitnesses  brought  before  it  should  be  examined  upon  oath," 
This  v/as  unanimously   agreed  to.     On  the  5th  of  ^lay  tli- 
committee  reported,  among  other  things,  that  in  view  of  the 
absence  of  Sir  George  Carticr  and  the  Hon.  J.  J.  C.  Abbott,  twc 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada,  and  of  tin 
impossibility  of  the  investigation  with  which  the  committer 
was  charged  being  either  carilt.d  on  or  completed  in  a  prope: 
or  satisfactory  manner  without  an  opportunity  being  atlbrdnl 
them  of  being  present  and  hearing  the  testimony  adduced  bet'oii 
the  committee,  it  was  advisable  that   the   committee  should 
adjourn  until  "Wednesday,  the  second  day  of  Jidy,  if  Parliamen; 
should  then  be  in  session.     From  the  proceedings  of  the  cum- 
mittee,  it  appeared  that  this  resolution  was  carried  by  thr- 
to  two. 

On  the  Gth  of  May  the  reconunendation  of  the  committer 
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was  conciuTed  in  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  seven  to  sevonty- 
si.x.  It  then  having  heen  ascertained  and  admitted  by  all 
iiarties  that  the  coniniittee  could  not  sit  after  jirorogation,  and 
that  the  House  could  not  confer  that  power  upon  it,  it  was 
arranged  that  the  House,  after  disposing  of  the  business  of  the 
.-ession,  should  adjourn  to  a  period  beyond  the  2nd  of  July,  the 
dayf.rpointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  giving  suffi- 
rient  time  for  the  committee  to  complete  their  report  on  the 
inquiry  entrusted  to  them. 

The  day  of  re-assembling  was  finally  fixed  as  tlie  13th  of 
AuLiust;  but  it  was  distinctly  stated  by  Sir  John  Macdonald 
;hat  the  meeting  on  tliat  day  would  be  merely  a  formal  one, 
that  no  business  would  be  transacted  beyond  the  reception  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  ;  that  the  members  need  not  return, 
and  tliat  none  would  be  required  save  the  Speakers  of  both 
Houses  in  the  chair,  and  the  members  of  committee,  who 
uero  to  make  their  report,  which  would  be  read  and  published 
,111(1  would  go  Ijofore  the  country  with  the  evidence. 

Mv.  Holton,  a  member  of  the  Opjiosition,  said  that  to  do 
111}'  business  there  must  be  a  quorum ;  to  which  Sir  John 
Macdonahl  replied  that  if  a  quorum  were  necessary  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  could  be  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Ottawa 
for  tlie  purpose,  a  quorum  being  tlie  Speaker  and  nineteen 
laeiiibers.  On  this  distinct  understanding  tliat  the  meeting 
was  to  be  purely  formal,  and  no  business  transacted  but  the 
reception  of  the  report,  and  that  Parliament  would  then  be 
prorcjgued,  the  House  agreed  to  the  adjournment. 

So  little  was  it  within  the  contenqdation  nf  any  member 
that  Parliament  would  meet  again  in  midsummer  f(.)r  any  busi- 
ness, that  Mr.  TJake,  at  an  early  period  of  the  discussion  on 
this  subject,  stated  that,  as  it  seemed  to  him  tliat  no  committee 
appointed  by  the  House  could  live  after  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  the  correct  course  would  be  to  introduce  a  shon 
HiU  authorizing  select  committees  in  special  cases  tt  sit  tluring 
the  recess. 

Mtanwhile  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  li>td  trans- 
mitted the  Bill  enabling  special  committees  to  Hk»'  evidence  \m 
'  ith  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  ci'usideration,  aaA,  m 
His  E.xcellency  afterwards  stated,  expressed  his  own  views  in 
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favour  of  the  competence  of  Parliament  to  pass  it,  and  entered 
at  length  into  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  come  to  that 
opinion.  His  Excellency  was  also  pleased  to  state  that  >\\ 
John  Macdonald,  while  expressing  his  opinion  that  the  Act  \v;i< 
ultra  vires,  hoped,  although  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  he  Mas  im: 
in  a  position  to  press  his  advice,  that  his  Excellency  would  se« 
his  way  to  assent  to  the  Bill,  and  not  to  reserve  it  fur  tlir 
signification  of  Her  IMajesty's  pleasure. 

The  Bill  was  disallowed  on  the  advice  of  the  law  ofPicevsnt 
the  Crown  in  England,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  competent 
for  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  to  pass  such  a  nieasuiv; 
and  the  disallowance  was  at  once  made  known  by  proclamatijii. 

It  was  argued  at  the  time,  in  some  of  the  public  prints, 
that  the  disallowance  might  have  been  withheld  until  after  tli.; 
committee  had  taken  the  evidence  and  completed  its  laliours. 
To  have  done  so  would,  however,  have  been  obviously  a  breach 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  General.  The  Act  \v;i> 
disallowed,  not  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  unwise  and  inex- 
pedient Act,  but  because  it  was  absolutely  void  and  illegal. 
All  proceedings  under  it  would  have  been  illegal  without  any 
disallowance,  and  had  His  Excellency  postponed  the  proclama- 
tion he  would  have  deliberately  sanctioned  the  administering  ut 
illegal  oaths,  giving  countenance  and  effect  to  an  Act  which  In 
had  been  advised  was  altogether  void.  He  would,  besides,  haw 
been  deliberately  thwarting  the  intention  of  Parliament,  whicli 
was  that  the  witnesses  in  the  inquiry  should  give  their  testi- 
mony under  the  obligation  of  a  legal  oath,  and  with  ihr 
liability  of  being  indicted  for  perjury  in  case  of  wilful  false 
swearing.  No  witness  could  have  been  convicted  of  perjury, 
no  matter  how  gross,  under  the  Act  in  question.  It  was, 
therefore,  the  clear  duty  of  His  Excellency,  without  delay,  tu 
make  the  decision  of  Her  IMajesty  authoritatively  known  by 
proclamation. 

When  the  committee  met  on  the  2nd  of  July  in  ^Montreal, 
they  had  the  prochuuation  of  disallowance  before  theiu,  ami 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  depart  frmn 
the  instruction  given  them  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  take 
the  evidence  under  oath.  In  order  to  enable  the  committee  I' 
proceed  without  delay.  Sir  John  ]\Iacdonald  repeated  the  uft'ei 
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(,f  the  Goveriuneut  to  issue  a  Iioyal  Commission  uiick'r  the 
Act  31  Vict.,  c.  38,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  that  effect.  It  was  understood  that  Messrs. 
('amcron  (the  chairman),  BLanchet,  and  McDonahl  would  have 
accepted  the  commission  had  the  committee  unanimously  agreed 
to  do  so,  but  not  otherwise.  INIessrs.  Dorion  and  Blake  having 
refused  to  act  on  the  Commission,  the  offer  was  rejected.  The 
committee  having  refused,  the  Commission  had  nothing  left  but 
to  adjourn  until  the  13th  of  August. 

While  all  progress  in  the  inquiry  was  frustrated  by  the 
course  taken  by  Messrs.  Dorion  and  Blake,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  excite  and  prejudice  the  public  mind  on  the  subject 
by  the  publication,  in  the  Montreal  Herald  of  the  4th  of  July,  of 
a  number  of  letters  and  telegrams  written  by  Sir  Hugh  Allan 
to  Messrs.  Mc^Iullen  and  Smith  of  Chicago,  and  some  persons 
tmknown,  in  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  Canadian 
I'acitic  Eailway. 

Now,  Mr.  Huntingdon,  in  his  place  in  Parliament  after  the 
(.oramittee  was  granted,  on  two  several  occasions  attempted  to 
read  some  papers  of  which  this  correspondence  formed  a  part, 
hut  the  Speaker  decided,  and  the  House  acquiesced  in  his 
decision,  that  such  a  course  was  irregular  and  unfair,  that  it 
was  out  of  order,  and  that  "  upon  the  point  of  order,  as  well  as 
on  the  strong  justice  of  the  case,  he  ruled  that  the  honourable 
iiiemljer  should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed." 

The  publication  of  this  correspondence  induced  Sir  Hugh 
Allan  to  make  a  statement  on  oath,  which  was  published  in  the 
Montreal  Gaxctte  of  July  5th,  and  in  which  he  substantially 
denied  the  truth  of  the  charges  made  by  ]\Ir.  Huntingdon,  or  of 
any  corrupt  bargain,  or,  indeed,  of  any  bargain  having  been 
made  between  him  and  the  Government  or  any  member  of  it. 
On  the  pulilication  of  these  papers  it  seemed  to  l)e  the  general 
impression  that  Sir  Hugh  Allan's  affidavit  ha<l  sufficiently  met 
the  case  as  presented  by  the  correspondence  published  in  the 
Ihrahl  So  matters  rested  until  the  18th  of  July,  when  a  letter 
appeared  in  the  Montreal  Herald,  from  Mr.  G.  W.  ^Mc^lullen  of 
(-'hicago,  the  person  above  referred  to.  This  communication 
contained  some  very  grave  charges  against  members  of  the 
Administration,  and  certain  documents  were  attached  to  it,  to 
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which  were  appended  the  names  of  Sir  George  Cartior  and  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald.  Mr.  McMullen's  letter  was  a  tissue  ui 
abominable  misrepresentation,  and  the  appended  papers,  wliie!i 
liad  been  purloined,  were  ingeniously  misused  in  order  t, 
support  the  allegations  in  the  letter.  This  publication  wa- 
made,  like  the  previous  one,  to  prejudice  the  public  ndur 
and,  from  the  gravity  of  the  statements,  naturally  caused  great 
public  excitement. 

The  Oj^position  press  made  strong  appeals  to  the  public,  an: 
urged  the  reassembling  of  Parliament  on  the  13th  of  Augu:^i,  t-. 
take  immediate  action  on  the  racific  llailway  matter.  Tl,.. 
members  of  the  Opposition  were  strongly  pressed  to  be  in  tlitii 
places  in  Parliament  and  to  proceed  with  the  incpiiry.  Xow,  it 
so  happened  that  the  main  strength  (jf  the  Opposition  came  froi:i 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  they  could,  at  a  few  hours'  notice,  b: 
assembled  at  Ottawa.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  members  fror.i 
Jjiitisli  Columbia  were  supporters  of  the  Government,  as  wire 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  from  the  province  of  Xovi 
Scotia,  and  a  considerable  number  from  New  Brunswick.  Tliv 
Opposition  evidently  hoped  to  be  able,  if  they  succeeded  iii 
securing  a  breach  of  the  arrangement  under  whicli  the  Houv- 
was  adjourned  to  the  13th  of  August,  and  if  business  were  prt- 
ceeded  with,  to  obtain  a  majority  by  surprise,  and  to  carry  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence.  It  would  have  been  physically 
impossible  for  the  Ministerial  supporters  to  have  reassembki 
in  full  strength  on  the  day  of  adjournment.  The  Britisi. 
Columbia  members  were  far  away  on  the  shores  of  the  Paciti , 
some  were  in  Europe,  and  some  in  the  United  States;  anJ 
besides  this,  several  members  would  have  found  it  impossible  t^ 
attend  in  midsummer,  the  height  of  the  business  season ;  m 
thus  the  Opposition,  by  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  House,  woula 
have  been  enabled  to  convert  their  minority  into  a  majority. 

On  reference  to  the  journals  it  will  be  found  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House  was  clearly  expressed  when  the  chairman  of  ti.- 
committee  moved  that  the  select  committee  should  have  lea\> 
to  sit  although  the  House  was  not  sitting  at  the  time  the  ccni.- 
mittee  met. 

Mr.  Dorion  moved,  in  amendment,  "that  inasmuch  as  tb: 
committee  will  have  no  power  either  to  force  the  attendanu' 
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nf  witnesses  or  to  compel  them  -vvlien  in  fittendaiice  to  give 
testimony  without  the  action  of  this  House,  it  is  essential  to  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  investigation  that  it  should  be  prosecuted 
under  circumstances  tliat  ^vill  admit  of  the  prompt  exercise  of 
the  authority  of  the  House.  It  is  tlicrefore  necessary  that  the 
House  should  sit  on  the  day  to  which  tlie  committee  has  leave 
to  adjourn." 

On  reference  to  the  debates  it  will  be  found  that  Mr.  Dorion 
>tated  that  he  would  add,  that  "  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  House  meeting  on  the  2nd  of  July  and  sitting  for  ten  or 
lifteen  days,  or  until  the  inquiry  should  have  been  gone 
through." 

Mr.  Thompson,  a  British  Columbia  member,  protested 
against  the  proposition  that  the  members  from  the  distant 
[■ruvinces,  who  were  anxious  to  get  to  their  homes,  should 
return  to  Ottawa  on  the  2nd  of  July,  and  j\Ir.  Dorion's  motion 
was  lost,  the  "yeas  "  being  GG  and  the  "  nays  "  101. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  will  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  that  its  members  should  not  reassemble  in 
July  or  August  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that,  notwithstanding  almost  every  Opposition 
member  from  Ontario  and  Quebec  was  in  his  place,  and  although 
a  number  of  Ministerial  supporters,  who  would  not  otherwise 
have  been  in  attendance,  came  when  they  heard  of  the  efforts 
made  by  the  Opposition  to  collect  their  forces,  there  were 
upwards  of  sixty  members  absent,  every  one  of  whom  would 
have  had  a  right  to  complain  of  being  prevented  from  performing 
Ills  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  by  the  breach  of  the 
understanding.  Supposing  the  House  had  proceeded  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  they  could  only  have  done  so  either  by 
rescinding  the  resolution  which  appointed  the  committee,  and 
taking  tlie  matter  into  their  own  hands,  or  by  rescinding  the 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  take  the  evidence  on  oath. 
Xow  both  those  resolutions,  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  select 
committee,  and  that  such  committee  should  swear  the  witnesses, 
were  unanimously  adopted  in  a  full  House,  and  could  not,  with- 
"Ut  great  unfairness  and  injustice  have  been  rescinded  without 
;'iving  the  absent  members  an  opportunity  of  voting  upon 
tlieni. 
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It  was  argued  in  the  newspapers  that  there  might  have  been 
an  adjournment  for  a  period  long  enough  to  enable  the  members 
to  assemble,  instead  of  a  prorogation.  But  the  very  act  of  the 
House  in  discussing  the  question  of  adjournment  and  voting 
upon  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of  the  understanding.  Each 
member  had  a  right,  under  that  understanding,  to  be  present 
at  every  discussion  and  vote  of  the  House ;  and  no  discussion 
or  vote  could  properly  be  had  in  his  absence.  Besides,  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  make  the  House  adjourn,  while 
it  had  the  power  to  carry  out  the  agreement  by  prorogation. 
Neither  His  Excellency  nor  his  advisers  could  foresee  what 
would  be  the  result  of  a  discussion  if  it  were  entered  upon.  It 
might,  and  from  the  course  taken  by  the  Opposition  members 
and  the  tone  of  the  Opposition  press,  probably  would  have 
ended,  not  in  an  adjournment,  but  in  a  surprise  vote  of  want  of 
eontidence. 

Had  such  a  vote  been  given,  the  Governor  General  would 
have  been  placed  in  a  position  into  which  no  one  had  a  right 
to  force  him.  The  statement  that  the  meeting  on  the  i;3th  of 
August  would  be  only  a  ft)rmal  one,  and  that  Parliament  would 
be  prorogued  on  that  day,  was  made  by  the  First  Minister  with 
His  Excellency's  sanction.  If,  therefore,  he  had  disregarded  the 
vote  of  want  of  confidence,  he  would  have  been  brought  into 
apparent  collision  with  the  representatives  of  the  people.  It 
he  had  yielded  to  the  vote  and  dismissed  his  IMinisters,  he 
would  have  been  liable  to  be  charged,  not  only  by  his  Ministers, 
but  by  every  absent  member,  with  having  dealt  unfairly  by 
them.  Tiie  purpose  of  giving  sufficient  time  for  the  assemblage 
of  all  the  members  could  as  well  be  effected  by  prorogation  as 
by  adjournment,  the  only  difference,  and  that  a  substantial 
one,  being  that  by  a  prorogation  the  promise  to  Parliament 
would  be  kept,  while  by  an  adjournment  it  would  be  violated. 
Indeed,  so  thoroughly  was  it  understood  that  the  members 
need  not  return  on  the  13th  of  August,  that  by  the  Act  of 
that  session,  c.  31,  which  increased  the  amount  of  salary  or 
indemnity  to  be  paid  to  members  for  their  attendance  in 
Parliament,  it  was  specially  enacted  as  follows : — 

"Tlio  said  amomlmeuts  sliull  apply  to  the  prosciit  Hcssioii  of  Parliunu-iit ; 
mid  if  in  tlic  said  preseiit  session  either  Iluuiio  liliould  adjomn  for  a  longer 
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period  tlian  thirty  days,  such  adjournment  sliall,  for  the  purposes  of  tlie  saiil 
Act  as  hereby  amended,  bo  equivalent  to  a  prorogation." 

Tliis  provision  was  made  so  that  the  members  need  not 
wait  until  the  13th  of  August,  the  day  of  actual  prorogation, 
for  the  payment  of  their  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  to 
their  several  homes,  but  that  the  23rd  of  May,  on  which  day 
the  Governor  General  assented  to  all  the  measures  of  the 
session,  and  on  which  the  House  adjourned  until  the  13th  of 
August,  was,  for  all  but  the  one  purpose  of  receiving  the  report 
of  the  committee,  substantially  a  prorogation.* 

Parliament,  then,  having  met  to  receive  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee which  had  done  nothing,  was  immediately  prorogued, 
despite  the  vigorous  remonstrances  of  the  Opposition,  who  had 
assembled  in  full  force  in  anticipation  of  carrying  a  surprise 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  against  the  Ministry,  in  the  absence 
of  many  of  its  supporters. 

To  find  a  parallel  to  the  scenes  enacted  on  that  memorable 
IStli  of  August,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  nearly  twenty  years 
in  the  history  of  Canada,  to  that  day  of  June,  1854,  when  Lord 
Elgin  came  to  the  rescue  of  his  Ministers  by  an  abrupt  proro- 
gation. I  speak,  of  course,  merely  of  the  coiq)  cVmil  presented 
to  a  spectator,  not  of  the  causes  which  produced  the  excitement, 
for,  beyond  the  shouts  of  "  privilege  "  which  resounded  tlirough- 
out  the  chamber,  and  the  angry  protests  of  an  incensed  Oppo- 
sition, the  two  occasions  had  little  in  common.  What  a 
commentary  on  the  shortness  of  life  and  the  mutability  of 
human  affairs  does  this  retrospect  afford  !  Of  the  members  of 
the  Assembly  in  1854,  only  three — Sir  John  IMacdonald,  Sir 
Francis  Hincks,  and  Mr.  John  Young— sat  in  the  I'arliament 
of  1873.  Messrs.  MacNab,  Cartier,  William  Lyon  Mackenzie, 
John  Sandfield  Macdonald,  and  many  less  conspicuous  figures 
liad  passed  away.  Of  tlio  Opposition  leaders  in  1873,  all  were 
new  men ;  Mackenzie,  Blake,  Dorion,  Huntingdon,  not  one  of 
them  was  in  public  life  on  the  day  when  George  Brown  poured 

*  Tlic  foroffdinjj  account  i)f  the  pr(wce«lin(T8  consequent  upon  Mr.  IIuiitinpdon'H 
motion  is  taken  nlmoint  word  tor  word  from  a  mcmurnndum  on  tiiu  subject  prfpiirud 
by  Sir  John  Mncdonidd,  A  few  verbal  clmnpes  necessary  to  the  present  use  of  the 
paper  hiiye  been  made,  and  ho  nuich  of  it  (e.g.  the  text  of  Mr.  Ihuitiuffdon's  motion) 
as  is  already  public  property  has  been  oniittetl;  but  the  statement  of  factii,  as  well  ii> 
the  comments  and  opinions  uxpresseil  thereon,  are  iu  Sir  John's  own  wortls. 
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out  the  vials  of  his  wrath  on  the  Hincks  Administration,  and 
John  A.  Maedonald  stood  forth  "  for  the  liberties  of  the  people 
of  Canada."  Nor  are  the  changes  wrought  by  time  less  remark- 
able when  we  consider  its  effect  upon  the  mutual  relations  of 
those  who  remained.  In  1854,  Francis  Hincks  occupied  the 
position  "^^  First  Minister,  while  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Opposition,  its  rising  hope,  was  the  member  for  Kingston.  In 
1873,  Sir  John  Maedonald,  as  the  absolute  chief  of  a  great 
party,  which  liad  held  power  almost  continuously  during  the 
interval  we  are  considering,  had  no  more  loyal  and  devoted 
follower  than  the  Prime  Minister  of  twenty  years  before. 

On  the  day  following  the  prorogation,  a  Eoyal  Commission 
was  issued  under  the  great  seal,  authorizing  and  empowering 
three  judges*  to  investigate  into  and  report  the  evidence 
bearing  upon  the  charges  made  by  JMr.  Huntingdon.  It  began 
its  sittings  on  the  18th  of  August,  and  examined  thirty-six 
witnesses,  including  Sir  John  Maedonald  and  several  members 
of  his  Government — Sir  Hugh  Allan,  Messrs.  Macpherson  and 
Abbott.  Mr.  Huntingdon,  who  was  duly  summoned  to  appear, 
and  was  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  such  witnesses  as  he 
might  wish  to  examine,  declined  to  attend,  or  to  facilitate  the 
inquiry  in  any  way,  holding  that  such  action  on  his  part  would 
be  inconsistent  with  his  duty  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.  Sir  John  Maedonald 
gave  his  evidence  on  the  17th  of  September,  a  date  full  of 
significance  to  him  in  after  years.  A  few  days  later  he 
addressed  this  statement  to  the  Governor  General : — 

"  Ottawa,  October  D,  1873. 

"My  dear  Lord  Dufferin, 

"  The  evidence  in  the  Pacific  Kailway  investigation  is 
now  being  printed,  and  will  shortly  be  ready.  In  addition  to 
this,  I  understr.nd  a  gentleman  in  Montreal  is  preparing  a 
condensed  statement  of  the  case  and  evidence  for  circulation. 
The  public  in  Canada  will  thus  be  fully  informed  of  the  case  as 
it  has  been  presented  before  the  Commission.  1  think  it,  how- 
ever, due  to  your  Excellency  to  send  you  a  statement  myself  of 
the  facts. 

•  Tho  Hon.  Clmrlos  Dcwcy  Dny,  tho  Hon.  Autoiuo  Poktto,  nud  Jiiinos  Robert 
Gowuu,  E:<4. 
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"  In  1870  tlie  Governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia 
entered  into  a  provisional  arrangement  for  union,  one  of  the 
conditions  being  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Canada 
proper  to  the  Pacific. 

"In  the  session  of  1871,  when  I  was  at  Washington  attend- 
ing as  one  of  the  Treaty  Commissioners,  the  terms  of  union 
were  submitted  to  the  Canadian  Parliament  for  approval,  and 
concurred  in  after  a  strenuous  resistance  from  the  Parliamentary 
Opposition.  They  contended  that  the  railway  was  a  work- 
altogether  beyond  the  resources  of  Canada,  and  rang  the  changes 
on  the  burden  of  taxation  that  would  be  thrown  by  it  on  the 
people.  The  Administration,  however,  were  obliged  to  carry 
the  measure,  or  to  abandon  all  hope  of  the  union  with  IJritisli 
Columbia,  and  they  did  carry  it.  Such,  however,  was  the 
feeling  aroused  in  the  country  by  representations  of  the  enor- 
mous cost  of  the  road,  that  the  Ministerial  supporters  became 
alarmed,  and,  when  a  suggestion  was  made  by  the  Opposition 
that  the  road  should  not  be  built  by  the  Government,  but  by  a 
railway  company  of  capitalists,  aided  by  subsidies  in  land  and 
money,  it  was  received  with  such  favour  in  the  House  that  the 
Government  thought  themselves  obliged  to  yield  to  it. 

"  Sir  George  Cartier,  who  led  the  House  in  my  absence,  in 
order  to  carry  the  Union,  was  obliged  to  promise  that  he  would 
submit  a  resolution  that  the  road  should  be  built  througli  the 
agency  of  an  incorporated  company,  as  I  have  mentioned.  I 
think  it  probable  that,  had  I  been  present,  I  would  have  i)er- 
suaded  the  House  to  accept  the  Union  without  this  condition. 

"  I  do  not  think  I  am  wrong  in  believing  that  the  Opposi- 
tion pressed  this  suggestion  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
construction  of  the  railway.  They  did  not  believe  that  a  body 
of  capitalists  could  be  found  ready  to  undertake  the  work,  and, 
when  Sir  George  Cartier  brought  forward  his  resolution  that  the 
road  should  be  built  by  an  incorporated  company,  j\Ir.  Doriou 
moved  an  amendment  that  the  words  '  and  in  no  other  way  ' 
should  be  added.     This  amendment,  however,  was  not  carried. 

"This  was  the  only  action  taken  in  the  session  of  1871,  it 
being  understood  that  the  Crovernnient  should,  in  the  session 
of  1872,  be  prepared  to  submit  a  scheme,  and  that  meanwhile 
the  preliminary  surveys  should  be  undertaken  by  it. 
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"No  steps  were  taken  by  the  Government  in  the  matter, 
except  by  commencing  the  surveys,  until  the  autumn  of  1871. 
It  being  a  matter,  however,  of  exceeding  interest,  the  subject 
was  much  discussed  by  the  press,  especially  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  aid  in  land  and  money  that  would  be  required  from  the 
Government. 

"  Eeference  was  made  to  the  grants  to  the  several  Pacific 
Railway  Companies  by  the  United  States,  and  public  opinion 
seemed  to  settle  down  that  a  money  grant  of  at  least  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  millions  of  dollars  would  be  necessary, 
together  with  a  grant  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land, 

"  About  this  time,  Mr.  Waddington,  an  English  gentleman, 
formerly  of  British  Columbia,  who  had  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  that  country  in  railway  surveys,  waited  on  me, 
saying  that  he  had  asked  several  American  gentlemen  of  means 
to  come  to  Ottawa  and  make  a  proposition  to  the  Government 
for  the  construction  of  the  railway.        .  ■ 

"  I  told  him  that  the  movement  was  premature,  as  the 
Government  would  enter  into  no  arrangement  until  autliorized 
by  Parliament  to  do  so.  He  pressed  that  I  should  see  them, 
and  Sir  Francis  Hincks  and  I  met  them,  we  two  being  the  only 
Ministers  then  in  town. 

"  I  told  them  that  we  were  glad  to  see  that  our  railway 
attracted  the  attention  of  foreign  capitalists,  but  that  with 
respect  to  this  particular  enterprise,  we  were  unable  to  entertain 
any  propositions  until  a  scheme  was  laid  before  our  Parliament, 
and  sanctioned  by  it.  They  were  a  good  deal  disappointed,  but 
showed  us  a  list  of  American  capitalists,  who,  if  satisfactory 
arrangements  could  be  made,  would  undertake  the  work. 

"  This  offer  aroused  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the 
expediency  of  interesting  Canadian  capitalists  in  the  enterprise, 
and  we  accordingly  individually  spoke  to  our  leading  men  in 
Montreal.  Toronto,  and  elsewhere,  stating  that  it  would  be  too 
bad  to  allow  the  Americans  to  carry  off  a  work  of  such 
importance,  and  urging  them  to  attempt  to  get  up  a  Canadian 
company. 

"  Sir  Francis  Hincks,  when  in  Montreal,  spoke  to  Sir  Hugh 
Allan,  he  being  believed  to  be  the  ricliest  and  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  men  in  the  Dominion,  and  he  at  the  same  time 


m 


1873.] 


THE  CANADIAN  PACIFIC  liAILWAY. 


177 


the 


mentioned  the  names  of  the  Americans  who  had  oflered   to 
undertake  the  work, 

"In  the  same  way  I  spoke  to  the  Honourable  D.  L. 
Macpherson  of  Toronto,  a  gentleman  who  had  made  a  fortune 
by  railway  contracts. 

"Both  these  gentlemen  set  to  work,  Sir  Hugh  Allan 
communicating  with  the  Americans,  and  Mr.  Macpherson  with 
leading  men  in  the  Dominion,  the  hope  of  the  Government 
being  that  these  two  gentlemen,  with  the  strength  that  they 
would  each  gather  round  them,  would  coalesce  and  form  a 
Pacific  Railway  Company. 

"  The  application  of  the  Americans  was  not  made  a  secret  of 
in  any  way ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  used  as  a  neans  of  inspirit- 
ing Canadians  to  undertake  the  enterprise. 

"  The  discussion  of  the  subject  in  the  press  developed  great 
sectional  jealousies  between  the  two  provinces  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  and  especially  between  their  commercial  centres, 
Montreal  and  Toronto. 

"Toronto  was  afraid  that  the  road  would  be  built  in  a 
direct  line  from  Manitoba  towards  Montreal,  and  run  so  fur 
north  of  Toronto  as  to  take  all  the  western  trade  past  it  to  the 
rival  city.  It  was  known  that  Sir  Hugh  Allan  had  made  some 
arrangements  with  the  Americans,  and  the  cry  was  raised  at 
Toronto,  in  order  to  weaken  the  Montreal  combination,  that 
these  Americans  were  not  actuated  by  a  legitimate  desire  to  geu 
a  profitable  contract,  but  that  they  wished  to  get  control  of  our 
Canadian  line  in  order  to  make  it  subsidiary  to  the  American 
railway  interests.  This  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  the  list  of  American  names  submitted  by  ]\Ir.  Waddington 
and  his  party  included  the  names  of  several  gentlemen  largely 
interested  in  the  railway  system  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  public  feeling  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  against  the 
connection  of  American  capitalists  with  the  undertaking  that, 
l)y  the  time  Parliament  met  in  1872,  it  was  quite  clear  that 
they  nuist  be  excluded. 

"  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and  Mr.  Macpherson  came  to  Parliament 

each  with  a  railway  Bill  of  his  own.     The  Government  did  not 

desire  to  evince  any  preference  for  one  company  over  the  other. 

They  therefore   announced   that  they  would  not  oppose   the 
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incorporation  of  any  bodies  of  capitalists,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  railway,  and  accordingly  Sir  Hugh  Allan's 
company,  called,  "  The  Canada  Tacific  Ifailway  Company,"  and 
^Ir.  Macpherson's  company,  called  "  The  Tnteroceanic  Company," 
received  Acts  of  incorporation. 

"The  Government  brought  in  a  measure  of  their  own 
jiroviding  for  a  subsidy  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  and  a  grant 
of  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land  to  be  given  to  the  company  to 
whom  the  building  of  the  road  might  bo  entrusted.  This  pro- 
position was  not  considered  as  at  all  excessive,  and  was  accepted 
as  a  reasonable  one  by  Parliament,  Mr.  Macpherson  in  his 
]ilace  in  the  Senate  declaring  that  he  did  not  think  it 
sufficiently  liberal. 

"The  Government  measure  further  provided  tliat  tlie 
privilege  of  building  the  road  might  be  given  to  either  of  the 
incorporated  companies,  or  to  an  amalgamated  company  com- 
])osed  of  the  two;  or,  if  the  Government  thought  it  more 
advantageous,  they  were  empowered  to  grant  a  Eoyal  charter  to 
another  and  distinct  company. 

"  So  soon  as  Parliament  was  prorogued  the  Government 
endeavoured  to  procure  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  in- 
corporated companies.  It  was  felt  to  be  impossible  to  give  the 
work  to  either  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  To  have  done  so 
would  have  aroused  against  the  measure,  and  against  the 
( Jovernment,  the  hostility  of  the  province  whose  company  was 
(Owcluded. 
1/  "  Sir  Hugh  Allan  always  expressed  his  desire  for  amalgama- 
tion, but  the  Interoceanic  and  Mr.  Macpherson  objected. 
^Ir.  Macpherson  professed  to  dread  the  influence  of  the 
Americans  through  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  and,  although  the  latter 
had  pledged  himself  to  the  Government  and  to  Parliament  that 
all  connection  with  the  Americans  had  been  severed  by  him, 
such  assurance  was  not  satisfactory  to  ^Ir.  Macpherson.  It 
afterwards  proved  that  Mr.  Macpherson's  suspicions  were  not 
without  foundation,  as  the  private  correspondence  published 
between  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and  his  American  friends  showed  that 
he  was  still  keeping  up  a  connection  with  tliem,  in  the  hope 
that  he  would  be  able  to  overcome  the  feeling  against  them. 
The  real  and  principal  reason,  however,  for  Mr.  Macpherson's 
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objection  was  a  rivahy  as  to  who  should  be  the  president  of  the 
company,  both  being  desirous  of  connecting  themselves  in  that 
position  with  the  great  work.  Had  Mr.  Macpherson  been  sure 
of  obtaining  the  position  of  president,  it  is  certain  that  the 
amalgamation  would  have  taken  place,  and  that  both  he  and 
Sir  Hugh  Allan  would  have  been  members  of  the  same  board. 

"  Tlie  general  elections  were  to  commence  in  July,  and  1 
was  naturally  very  anxious  to  go  to  the  country  with  a 
completed  scheme.  I  spared  no  effort,  therefore,  to  effect  an 
amalgamation,  and  on  several  occasions  had  nearly  succeeded. 

"  As  to  the  presidency,  my  own  opinion  was  thft.  it  was 
really  of  little  consecpience  who  should  be  the  figure-head,  but 
that,  as  between  the  two,  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  from  his  infinitely 
greater  wealth,  and  from  the  fact  of  liis  having  been  the  first  to 
take  up  the  subject,  as  well  as  his  having  largely  connected 
himself  with  other  railway  lines  wliicli  would  be  auxiliary  to 
and  in  effect  connect  tlie  Pacific  Railway  with  the  Atlantic 
(Jcean,  should  have  the  preference. 

"  The  feeling  in  the  province  of  Quebec  on  the  subject  had 
become  intense.  Sir  Hugh  Allan  had  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  several  railway  enterprises,  and  was  selected  by  the  voice  of 
the  whole  province  as  their  representative  man.  He  was 
especially  and  pecuniarily  interested  in  all  these  lines  of 
railway  from  his  position  as  a  ship-owner. 

"  The  Montreal  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  in  which  he  has 
the  chief  interest,  had  practically  the  control  of  the  Canadian 
freight  and  passenger  trade  to  Europe. 

"An  opposition  steamship  line  was  announced  as  being 
about  to  be  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  of  Canada,  which  railway,  as  you  know,  is  the  great 
artery  of  trade  and  transport  through  the  two  Canadas  to  the 
sea.  Sir  Hugh  Allan  felt  that  his  steamship  line  would  get  no 
fair  play  from  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  but  that  all 
its  efforts  would  be  directed  to  sending  the  current  of  freight  and 
passengers  by  the  new  line.  He  therefore  took  up  warmly  the 
Northern  Colonization  Road,  which  is  intended  to  connect 
Montreal  with  Ottawa.  He  encouraged  the  North  Shore 
Railway,  which  is  the  one  to  connect  Montreal  and  Quebec, 
and  he  also  became  party  to  a  project  for  building  a  railway 
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from  Ottawa  to  Toronto  by  an  interior  route,  thus  establishing; 
a  rival  line  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Eaihvay  from  Toronto  to 
Quebec. 

"  His  connection  with  these  lines  made  him,  as  I  have  said, 
the  representative  man  in  Lower  Canada,  and  his  support  was 
of  great  consequence  to  Sir  George  Cartier  and  the  French 
Canadian  wing  of  the  Government. 

"  A  coolness  had  arisen  between  them,  as  Sir  Georj,'e  was 
believed,  justly  or  unjustly,  not  to  favour  the  Northern  Coloni- 
zation Iioad.  He  had,  from  its  inception,  been  intimately 
connected,  professionally  and  otherwise,  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Eailway,  and  was  charged  by  his  countrymen  with  throwing 
cold  water  on  all  rival  schemes.  Sir  George,  however,  finally 
agreed  to  give  his  influence  and  countenance  to  the  Northern 
Colonization  Eailway,  and  the  other  roads  with  which  Sir  Hugh 
Allan  had,  as  I  have  mentioned,  connected  himself. 

"  These  roads,  it  must  be  remembered,  did  not  form  portion 
of  the  Pacific  Railway  scheme,  and  the  Canadian  Government 
had  no  connection  with  them.  The  Northern  Colonization 
Eailway  was  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  Sir  Hugh  Allan  was  naturally  anxious 
to  obtain  the  powerful  support  and  influence  of  Sir  George, 
with  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  that  province,  in  order 
to  obtain  aid  in  money  and  lands. 

"  This  being  understood  between  them.  Sir  Hugh  gave  his 
strong  support,  as  he  had  done  previously  for  many  years,  to 
Sir  George  Cartier  and  his  friends  at  the  general  election. 

"  While  this  matter  was  being  arranged  at  Montreal,  I  was 
at  Toronto  pressing  the  amalgamation,  Avith  good  hope  of 
success,  and  Mr.  Abbott  car.'.i  up  from  Montreal,  as  agent  for 
Sir  Hugh  Allan,  to  negotiate  the  details.  ]\Ir.  Macpherson  and 
he  nearly  came  to  terms,  the  only  question  really  in  difference 
between  them  being  the  presidency. 

"  Such  being  the  case,  I  considered  that  the  amalgamation 
would  be  carried  out,  but,  as  the  elections  were  then  going  on, 
it  was  felt  to  be  impossible  to  enter  into  the  details  until  they 
were  finished. 

"  And  now  as  to  the  expenditure  of  money  at  the  elections. 
In  Canada,  as  in  England,  elections  cannot  be  conducted  without 
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expenditure  of  money.  Tliere  are  legitimate  expenses  which 
must  be  incurred  by  tliose  candidates  who  are  resolved  in  no 
way  to  infringe  the  law;  and  the  legal  expenditure  in  the  rural 
constituencies,  which  are  of  large  area,  with  bad  roads  and  a 
sparse  and  scattered  population,  is  necessarily  large. 

"  In  addition  to  strictly  legal  disbursements,  there  is  a  cause 
(jf  3xpense  which,  though  against  the  letter  of  the  law,  has  by 
all  parties  been  consielered  necessary,  and  the  law  is  in  this 
particular  a  dead  letter-  -that  is,  the  conveyance  of  voters  to  the 
polls.  By  universal  consent  this  seems  to  have  been  considered 
so  necessary,  that  never  in  my  experience  of  twenty  years  has 
the  hiring  of  carriages  for  that  purpose  been  pressed  before  a 
committee  on  controverted  elections.  At  every  general  election 
in  Canada,  therefore,  political  parties  have  always  created  funds 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  their  candidates.  At  this  particular 
election  we  had  every  reason  to  expect  a  stern  contest,  especially 
in  the  province  of  Ontario. 

"  The  leaders  of  our  Parliamentary  Opposition  had  got 
jwssession  of  the  (lovernment  of  that  province,  and,  we  knew, 
would  use  all  their  power  and  influence  against  the  Ministerial 
candidates  for  the  Dominion  Parliament. 

"  The  Treaty  of  Washington,  which  had  been  accepted  on 
the  whole  by  the  other  provinces,  was  unpopular  in  Ontario,  and 
uur  Government,  and  myself  especially,  was  charged  with  having 
sacrificed  its  interests.  This  question  was  the  chief  battle  to  be 
fought  at  the  polls. 

"  Besides  this,  we  were  charged  with  having  made  an  im- 
provident arrangement  with  Nova  .Scotia,  to  the  disadvantage 
uf  the  tax-payers  elsewhere,  by  the  settlement  which  we  made 
in  1868.  By  this  settlement,  Nova  Scotia,  previously  almost 
in  a  state  of  rebellion,  was  reconciled  to  the  Union,  and  con- 
federation made  a  success.  Still  the  cry  was  most  successfully 
used  in  western  Canada  against  us.  Added  to  this  was  the  ever- 
popular  appeal  to  the  people  against  the  increase  of  the  burthens 
which  would  be  imposed  upon  them  by  the  construction  of  the 
Pacific  Railway. 

"  As  Your  Excellency  has  perhaps  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing,  I  had  been  for  some  time  desirous  of  quitting  official 
life,  believing  that  I  recpiired,  and  had  earned,  a  night  of  rest 
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My  colleagues,  however,  as  one  man,  stated  that  they  would  n<tt 
go  into  the  contest  without  me,  and  I  nerved  myself  for  the 
struggle. 

"From  my  point  of  view,  I  considered  that  on  the  .resull 
of  the  elections  depended  the  continuance  of  Confederation. 
I  may  be  wrong,  but  my  opinion  then  was,  and  still  is,  that  in 
the  hands  of  the  present  Opposition,  connected  with  and  sup- 
ported, as  they  are,  by  the  'alien,'  '  annexation/  and  '  indejien- 
dent '  elements,  Confederation  wouhl  not  last  ten  years. 

"  We  had,  amidst  great  difUculties,  administered  the  aflairs 
of  Canada  for  five  years,  under  the  new  constitution,  with  less 
friction  than  could  have  been  anticipated.  We  had  soothed 
provincial  jealousies  and  ambitions,  and  conciliated  the  recal- 
citrant provinces,  but  stdl  the  embers  of  disunion  were  hot. 
I  thought  that  with  five  years  more  over  our  heads  we  might 
safeiy  consider  that  the  gristle  had  hardened  into  bono,  and  the 
union  been  thoroughly  cemented. 

"  When,  therefore.  Sir  George  Cartier  and  I  parted  at  Ottawa, 
he  to  go  to  Montreal,  and  I  to  Toronto,  I  asked  him  to  do  what 
he  could  with  our  friends  in  his  province  in  the  way  of  gettiuj; 
us  pecuniary  subscriptions  to  our  central  fund  at  Toronto.  We 
spoke  of  several  parties  in  Montreal  who  would  be  likely,  IVoni 
party  attachment,  or  from  interest,  or  from  other  moving  cause, 
to  aid  us,  and  Sir  Hugh's  name  was,  of  course,  mentioned,  as 
being  the  richest  man  in  Canada,  and  the  one  most  interested 
in  procuring  the  return  of  members  in  favour  of  the  large, 
I  may  say,  the  Imperial  policy  which  had  characterized  our 
administration.  Aid  had  come  to  the  fund  from  Montreal  from 
several  quarters,  and  I  was  not  surprised  to  receive  a  communi- 
cation from  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  that  he  would  contribute  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  to  the  Ontario  fund. 

"  As  regards  myself,  I  was  made  the  medium  through  which 
the  subscriptions  were  paid,  but  it  might,  had  he  so  chosen, 
have  been  remitted  through  any  other  channel. 

"  I  did  not  consider  it  at  all  an  unusually  large  subscription 
from  a  man  of  his  wealth.  Others,  with  not  a  twentieth  part 
of  his  means,  subscribed  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  I 
however,  of  course,  expected  that  Sir  Hugh  would  feel  himself 
called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  Quebec  fund. 
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"  I  may  say  lierc,  that  no  portion  of  the  election  fund, 
whether  subscribed  by  Sir  Hugh  Allan  or  any  one  else,  was 
used  in  my  own  election.  I  paid  all  tiie  expenses  of  that 
contest,  which  was  a  severe,  and,  for  a  small  constituency, 
a  costly  one. 

"  I  had  forgotten  to  state,  in  the  first  part  of  my  narrative, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  2Gth  July,  1872,  when  my  own 
election  was  going  on  at  Kingston,  that  I  gave  up  the  idea  of 
effecting  an  amalgamation  between  the  two  companies  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  election. 

"  On  that  day  I  saw  Mr.  Macpherson,  antl  the  consequence 
of  our  conversation  was,  that  I  sent  to  Sir  George  Cartier  the 
following  telegram : — 

"'Have  seen  Macpherson.  He  has  no  personal  amlution, 
but  cannot,  in  justice  to  Ontario,  concede  any  prefci  uce  to 
Quebec  in  the  matter  of  the  presidency,  or  in  auy  other 
particular.  He  .^uj.  the  question  about  the  presidency  sh'ji';- 1 
be  left  to  ^he  Board.  Under  these  circumstances  I  auihorize 
you  to  assure  Allan  that  the  influence  of  the  Government  will 
be  exercised  to  secure  him  the  position  of  president,  the  otiier 
terms  to  be  as  agreed  upon  between  IMacpherson  and  Abbott, 
and  the  whole  matter  to  be  kept  quiet  until  after  the  election, 
then  the  two  gentlemen  to  meet  t)ie  Privy  Council  at  Ottawa 
and  settle  the  terms  of  a  provisional  agreement.  This  is  the 
only  practical  solution  of  the  difficulty,  and  should  be  acceptetl 
at  once  by  Allan.     Answer.' 

"On  the  30th,  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh  Allan, 
stating  that  he  had,  on  that  day,  made  an  arrangement  with 
Sir  George  Cartier  respecting  the  position  of  his  company  witli 
respect  to  the  Pacific  Pailway,  to  the  efiect,  among  other  things, 
that,  if  the  attempts  at  amalgamation  failed,  the  construction 
of  the  railway  should  be  confided  to  the  Canadian  I'acifie 
liailway  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  head.  He  did  not 
send  me  a  copy  of  his  ariangement  with  Sir  George,  but 
merely  stated  what  he  considered  its  purport. 

"I  at  once  saw  that,  if  Sir  George  had  entered  into  any 
such  arrangement,  he  had  made  a  grievous  mistake,  which  the 
Government  could  not  too  soon  repudiate.  I  immediately 
telegraphed  him  that  I  could  not  agree  to  any  such  arrangement, 
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and  that  I  would  go  down  to  Montreal  the  following  night 
and  see  him  on  the  subject. 

"  On  receiving  my  message,  Sir  George  communicated  it  to 
Sir  Hugh  Allan,  and  it  was  then  agreed  that  the  arrangement 
sliould  be  considered  as  waste  paper,  and  that  the  whole  matter 
should  stand  over  until  after  the  elections,  and  be  considered 
as  resting  on  the  basis  of  my  telegram  of  the  26th. 

"  I  may  say  here,  pcu^  imrenthese,  that,  on  reference  to  the 
arrangement  which  Sir  George  made,  he  did  not  profess  to 
bind  the  Government,  but  merely  stated  that  he  would  use 
his  influence  to  have  it  carried  out.  He,  of  course,  had  no 
power  to  make  an  arrangement  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
not  having  been  authorized  to  do  so. 

"  It  is  too  evident,  liowever,  from  the  evidence  that  has 
come  out  before  the  Commissioners,  that  Sir  Hugh  Allan  took 
undue  advantage  of  the  failing  health  and  waning  mental 
faculties  of  Sir  George. 

"  After  this,  on  securing  my  own  election,  I  went  to  Toronto 
ft  I  the  purpose  of  aiding  my  friends.  The  contest  over  the 
wliole  province,  as  was  anticipated,  proved  to  be  severe 
in  the  extreme,  and  we  were  getting  the  worst  of  it.  Every 
member  of  the  Ontario  Government  went  into  the  field,  either 
as  a  candidate  or  a  political  agent,  aud  its  whole  power  was 
used  to  defeat  my  friends. 

"As  the  Provincial  Government  has  all  the  local  and 
comity  patronage  of  every  kind,  and  the  whole  control  of  the 
sale  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  timber,  and  mines,  you 
may  easily  fancy  the  extent  of  the  power  they  can  exercise. 
Every  manufacturer  of  lumber  who  wished  to  get  an  area  of 
country  for  lumbering  purposes,  and  every  person  having  got, 
or  wishing  to  obtain,  or  retain,  a  mining  license,  was  trans- 
formed into  an  electioneering  agent.  I  had,  of  course,  cries 
for  help  from  all  sections,  and  redoubled  my  exertions  to 
procure  it  from  every  available  source. 

"Among  others,  I  wrote  to  Sir  (Jeorge  Cartier  to  procure 
from  Sir  Hugh  Allan  ten  thousand  dollars  more,  and  again 
to  Mr.  Abbott.  In  writing  to  Sir  George,  I  was  quite  unaware 
of  the  e.vtent  to  which  he  had  committed  himself  in  Montreal. 
His  persistence  in  offering  for  East  Montreal,  against  all  advice. 
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was  most  distressing.  It  was  known  that,  if  elected  at  all,  it 
must  be  after  an  enormously  expensive  contest,  and  I  pressed 
liim  to  take  a  rural  constituency,  where  he  would  have  been 
returned  by  acclamation. 

"  Not  until  after  his  death,  and  the  evidence  was  produced, 
were  any  of  his  colleagues  aware  of  his  insane  course.  As 
I  have  already  said,  it  showed  too  clearly  that  mind  had 
broken  down  as  well  as  body.  Of  course,  I  can  only  say  this 
to  you,  as  I  would  rather  suffer  any  consequences  than  cast 
any  reflections  on  his  memory  before  the  public,  or  say  any- 
thing that  would  have  even  the  appearance  of  an  attempt  to 
transfer  any  blame  that  may  attach  to  these  transactions 
to  one  who  is  no  longer  here  to  speak  for  himself. 

"No  member  of  the  Government  here  knew  or  had  any 
.suspicion  of  the  nature  of  tlie  arrangement  made  between 
Sir  (Jeorge  and  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  or  of  the  papers  signed  by 
tlie  former,  until  they  were  recently  published.  I  certainly 
did  not. 

"  I  think  I  have  given  you  a  statement  of  all  the  facts 
connected  with  the  raising  of  money  for  election  expenses 
tliat  particularly  affect  myself.  The  evidence  before  the 
Commission,  which  is  very  full  and  unreserved,  tells  the 
whole  story. 

"  The  Government  have  been  subjected  to  an  ordeal  that 
no  Government,  that  I  am  aware  of,  has  ever  before  been 
exposed  to.  Their  arrangements  for  the  elections  have  been 
laid  open  by  the  deliberate  theft  of  papers  from  Mr.  Abbott, 
for  which  tlieft  the  thief  has  been  paid  by  members  of  the 
Opposition  in  Parliament.  I  believe  that,  notwithstanding  i\\^ 
])uljlicity  unwarrantably  given  to  these  transactions,  no  stain 
can  rest  upon  the  Government. 

"Mr.  McMuUen,  the  agent  of  the  American  capitalists,  who 
attempted  to  get  possession  of  our  railway  and  were  frustrated 
in  the  attempt  by  the  Government,  has  endeavoured  to  connect 
the  loan  of  money  by  Sir  Hugh  Allan  with  the  granting  of 
the  Tacific  liailway  Charter.  This  was  done  with  the  object, 
first,  of  revenging  themselves  on  the  Governnient  for  refusing 
to  admit  them  to  a  share  of  the  enterprise,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  of  killing  the  enterprise  itself. 
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"  The  American  Xortlicrn  Pacific  llaiUvay,  which  lias  since 
come  to  grief  with  the  fall  of  Jay  Cooke  and  C/O.,  dreaded 
nothing  more  than  the  successful  commencement  of  our 
Canadian  line,  hence  the  deliberate  attempt  to  destroy  the 
line  and  the  prestige  of  all  connected  with  it. 

"The  advances  made  by  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  however,  had  no 
connection,  expressed  or  implied,  with  the  Pacitic  Eailwuy 
charter.  He  subscribed  to  the  fund,  both  in  Ontario  and 
<.>>uebec,  in  the  face  of  a  positive  intimation  from  the  Govern- 
ment here,  through  me,  ihat  the  road  would  not  be  given  to 
his  company,  but  only  to  an  amalgamated  company. 

"There  could  be  no  necessity  for  the  advance  of  a  single 
sixpence  by  him  in  order  to  secure  him  an  interest  in  that 
amalgamated  company.  The  right  of  his  company  to  be  full}' 
represented  in  it  could  not  be  resisted,  and  he,  as  the  most 
prominent  man  of  his  company  and  province,  would,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  assume  a  i)o\verful  position  on  the  amalga- 
mated board.  No  Government  could  exclude  him  or  his 
company  from  that  position,  and  the  Government  informed 
him  that  he  and  his  company  would  get  that  position,  and 
would  get  no  more. 

"Sir  Hugh  Allan  therefore  knew,  before  he  subscribed  or 
]iaid  any  money,  the  extent  of  the  interest  which  his  company 
would  have  in  the  road.  It  would  be  neither  more  nur  less 
than  that  agreed  upon  between  ]\Ir.  Abbott  on  his  behalf,  and 
Mr.  IMacpherson  as  the  representative  of  the  other  company. 

"  Sir  Hugh  Allan's  position  with  regard  to  the  Pacific 
J'ailway  was,  therefore,  assured  beyond  a  doubt,  if  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  went  on  at  all.  His  danger  was  that,  if 
the  C)pi)osition  carried  the  country  at  the  elections,  they  would 
reverse  the  whole  railway  jiolicy  of  Canada.  They  had  already 
<leclared  against  the  immediate  construction  of  that  work  in 
its  entirety.  They  were  using  the  cry  against  it  vigorously 
at  the  polls,  to  defeat  those  men  who,  if  electee!,  would  uphold 
the  railway  policy  of  the  Government,  and,  if  the  construction 
of  the  Pacific  llailway  were  abandoned  or  even  postponed,  the 
detriment  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan's  interest  would  have  been 
enormous.  The  other  lines  of  railway  with  which  he  had 
involved  himself  to  a  large  amount,  and  which  were  to  extend 
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from  the  Eastern  terminus  of  the  Pacific  Eailway  proper  ;it 
Lake  Xipissing,  back  of  Toronto,  to  the  Atlantic  at  Quebec, 
ran  imminent  risk  of  being  also  postponed.  The  local  traffic 
of  the  country  did  not  require  the  G)-and  Trunk  Line  and 
tiiis  interior  line ;  but,  if  the  Pacific  Railway  were  once  con- 
structed, there  would  be  ample  work  for  both  in  the  futuri", 
as  well  as  for  Sir  Hugh's  fleet  of  steamships. 

"  It  was,  therefore,  of  importance,  to  his  interests  and  the 
undertaking  with  which  he  had  so  connected  himself,  that  :i 
Parliament  favourable  to  such  enterprises,  and  to  the  develo[)- 
ment  of  the  country  thereby,  should  be  elected,  and,  as 
a  man  of  business,  he  expended  his  money  accordingly.  And 
it  suited  the  purposes  of  the  Ministerial  party  to  accept  his 
subscription,  as  well  as  the  subscriptions  of  others. 

"The  Conservative  party  in  England  does  not  repudiate 
the  action  of  the  brewers  and  distillers  and  the  Association  of 
Licensed  Victuallers  in  electing  candidates  in  their  interests, 
and  we  did  not  repudiate  or  reject  the  influence  of  the  railway 
interest.  Our  misfortune  was  that,  by  the  Ijase  betrayal  of  these 
private  communications,  the  names  of  certain  members  of  tlic 
Ciovernment,  including  myself,  were  mixed  up  in  the  obtaining 
of  these  subscriptions.  Had  this  Ijetrayal  not  taken  place,  il 
would  have  been  only  known  that  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  and  the 
railways  with  which  he  had  been  connected,  had  taken  a 
decided  line  in  supporting  one  party  in  preference  to  another, 
by  their  influence  and  money. 

"To  sum  up  this  matter  shortly,  I  would  repeat  that 
Sir  Hugh  Allan  was  informed,  before  he  subscribed  a  farthing, 
that  his  railway  company  would  not  get  the  privilege  of  building 
the  railway.  He  was  informed  that  that  work  would  only  l»e 
entrusted  to  an  amalganuited  company,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Act  passed  by  Parliament;  that  such  amalgamation  would  b(! 
effected  on  terms  fair  to  the  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Qu«ibec, 
as  agreed  upon  between  the  representatives  ol'  the  two  rival 
companies;  and  that  such  amalgamation  would  only  take  place 
after  the  elections. 

"When,  in  November  last,  all  attempts  at  elfecting  an 
amalgamation  fiiiled  in  consequence  of  the  position  taken  by 
the  Ontario  Company,  the  construction  of  the  road  might  fairly 
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have  been  given  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan's  company,  but  the  Govern- 
ment declined  to  do  so. 

"  Under  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Government  Act, 
they  issued  a  Royal  charter  in  which  they  gave  the  preponder- 
ance of  interest  to  the  province  of  Ontario,  according  to  popu- 
lation. They  gave  a  fair  representation  to  every  one  of  the 
other  provinces,  and,  of  the  thirteen  shareholders  and  directors 
of  which  the  company  was  composed,  only  one  was  the  nominee 
or  the  special  choice  of  Sir  Hugh  Allan.  The  others  were 
selected  without  the  slightest  reference  to  him,  some  of  them 
against  his  most  strenuous  opposition,  and  they  included  three 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Ontario  Company,  two  of  whom  had 
been  directors  in  that  company. 

"  In  that  charter  there  were  no  advantages  given,  nor  could 
they  be  given,  by  the  Government.  Parliament  had  decided 
what  the  subsidy  in  money  and  land  should  be,  and  that  was 
given  and  no  more.  Ihit  the  charter  was  carefully  drawn  with 
the  one  object  of  preventing,  by  any  splitting  up  or  transferring 
of  stock,  the  clandestine  admission  of  American  capitalists  as 
shareholders.  The  Government  did  not  even  use  the  influence, 
wliicli  I  had  promised  Sir  Hugh,  with  the  members  of  the 
board  of  the  two  companies,  if  amalgamation  had  taken  place, 
in  order  to  get  for  him  the  position  of  president.  As  has  been 
proved  before  the  Commission,  the  directors,  without  any  inti- 
mation of  preference  on  the  part  of  myself  or  any  of  my 
colleagues,  selected  Su'  Hugh,  from  his  wealth  and  business 
connection  with  kindred  works,  as  their  president, 

"  This  has  been  a  most  unfortunate  business  for  us,  amount- 
ing to  a  calamity,  but  we  must  bear  it,  as  best  we  may,  believing 
and  knowing  that  we  made  no  unworthy  barter,  or  barter  of 
any  kind,  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  us,  for  the  sake  of  securing 
support  at  the  elections. 

"  1  know  that  Your  Excellency  will,  under  the  circumstances, 
pardon  me  for  this  long  story. 

"  lJeliev3  me,  my  dear  Lord  Dufferin, 
"Very  faithfully  yours, 

'•John  A.  Macdonald. 

"P.S. — It  has  been  stated  in  the  English  press  that  [ 
should  not  have  mixed  myself  up  in  these  money  matters,  but 
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should  have  left  it  to  our  Carlton  and  Reform  Clubs.  This 
may  be  true,  indeed  is  true,  if  such  clubs  existed;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  leaders  of  political  parties  have  always  hitherto 
acted  in  such  matters,  and  there  can  be  no  special  blame 
attached  to  a  leader  for  continuing  the  invariable  practice  on 
this  occasion. 

"  J.  A.  M.D. 
"  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  Quebec," 


Sir  John  Macdonald's  correspondence  of  this  period  abounds 
with  confirmation  of  his  statement  that  no  bargain  or  agreement 
of  any  kind  was  made  by  him  with  Sir  Hugh  Allan  in  relation 
to  the  charter  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway.  Thus,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1872,  he  writes  to  Sir  John  Eose  :— 

"  The  Pacific  Eailway  occupies  the  attention  of  our  capital- 
ists at  present  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else.  First 
there  is  the  Hugh  Allan  Company,  composed  of  Jay  Cooke 
and  Co.,  Scott  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  Yankee  millionaires  ; 
second,  the  Montreal  Company  proper,  consisting  of  Brydges, 
Reekie,  and  that  set ;  and  third,  the  Ontario  Company,  headed 
by  1).  L.  Macpherson. 

"  There  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  a  coalition  between 
numbers  two  and  three,  and  Allan  will,  I  think,  be  obliged  to 
abandon  his  Yankee  confreres.  If  so,  we  shall  have  a  strong 
company  of  Canadian  capitalists  who  will  undertake  and  finish 
the  railway.  We  intend  to  be  liberal  both  in  money  and  lands, 
as  it  is  of  importance  to  settle  that  country  at  once." 

And  six  months  later  (October  24th) : — 

"  I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  about  railway  matters,  and  I 
send  you,  confidentially,  copies  of  the  correspondence.  If  Carticir 
is  in  town  give  them  to  him,  and  say  to  him  that  I  sent  them 
to  you  instead  of  to  him,  as  I  thought  it  likely  he  would  be  oiV 
to  Nice,  or  somewhere  on  the  continent.  These  papers,  with 
iny  letter  of  last  mail,  will  post  you  exactly  as  to  the  present 
position  of  affairs.  Council  assembles  to-day,  and  we  shall 
take  up  the  question  and  settle  our  policy.  I  fancy  that  it 
will  result  in  our  issuing  a  new  charter  to  a  new  company,  on 
the  board  of  which  will  be  represented  all  the  provinces, 
thus : — The  board  to  consist  of  thirteen,  of  which  live  will  come 
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from  Ontario,  four  ^rom  Quebec,  and  one  from  each  of  the  other 
provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  jManitoba,  and 
Uritisli  Columbia.  The  stock  -will  be  allotted  in  the  same 
jiroportions :  five-tliirteenths  to  Ontario,  four-thirteenths  to 
Quebec,  and  so  on." 

On  the  IGth  of  December,  ho  wrote  to  Sir  Alexander 
Calt:— 

"  The  CJovernmont  had  and  have  only  one  object,  and  that 
is  to  build  the  Pacific  as  speedily  and  on  as  reasonable  terms 
as  possible.  I  went  to  Toronto  to  see  jNIcPherson,  and  at  one 
time  thouj^ht  the  matter  was  arranged,  but  McP.  finally  took 
the  position  that  Allan  must  be  excluded  from  the  presidency, 
as  the  president  for  the  first  year  would  settle  the  whole  policy 
of  the  company.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  I  argued  that  the 
P.  was  only  one  of  a  board,  and  that  the  board,  if  well  selected, 
would  settle  the  policy  and  force  it  on  the  P.  If  I).  L.  M.  had 
<mly  gone  on  the  board  he  would  have  been  Y.P,,  equally 
potential  with  Allan,  and  would  have  been  backed  in  all  things 
icasonable  by  his  co-directors.  Just  consider :  with  D.  L.  ]M. 
and  four  Ontario  men ;  CoUingwood  Schreiber,  a  Toronto  man 
(brother-in-law  of  Hon.  George  Allan),  for  Nova  Scotia  ;  Burpee, 
the  civil  engineer,  for  New  Brunswick ;  Donald  Smith,  for 
^lanitoba ;  and  a  B.  Columbian, — what  could  Allan  do  in  the 
way  of  selling  the  roadway  to  the  Northern  I'acific,  or  Jay 
Cooke  and  Co.  ?     The  thing  is  preposterous  ! 

"  I  was  so  anxiuus  to  include  McP.,  that  I  stood  alone  in 
(Council  as  to  the  exclusion  of  members  of  Parliament  from  the 
direction,  lest  I  might  affect  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  After  he 
finally  declined  I  gave  up  the  point.  Had  he  gone  on  the 
board,  I  assume,  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  would  have  sent  a 
sub-committee,  of  Allan,  McP.,  and  some  one  else,  to  England 
to  arrange  financial  matters.  Now  we  must  make  the  best  of 
things  as  they  stand,  but  nothing  has  distressed  me  so  much 
for  a  long  time  as  McP.'s  drawing  back." 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1873,  to  Sir  George  Carticr : — 

"  With  respect  to  the  Pacific  Ilailway,  the  matter  stands 
thus  :  Macpherson  and  the  Interoceanic  Company  have  declined 
to  amalgamate  with  the  Pacific  Eailway  Company.  The 
(Jovernment,  therefore,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
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not  do  to  give  the  Canada  Pacitic  Eailway  Company,  lieaded 
l)y  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  the  contract,  as  it  would  have  been  a  false 
start,  and  would  liave  united  all  Ontario  against  them.  We 
therefore  decided  to  give  the  charter  to  a  selected  body  of 
capitalists,  and  liavo  made  considerable  progress.  I  shall 
enclose  you  a  rough  draft  in  galley  of  the  proposed  cliarter. 

"We  have  decided  that  no  members  of  Parliament  shall  l)o 
on  the  board  of  directors,  as  first  appointed.  Ontario  is  to  have 
tive  members,  and  I  liave  already  selected  ^Ir.  ]\laclnnes,  a 
wholesale  merchant  of  Hamilton,  whose  wife  is  a  daughter  of 
Sir  John  P.  liobinson ;  John  Walker  of  London,  a  rich  man 
and  a  friend  of  Carling's  ;  and  the  partner  of  the  Hon.  Frank 
Smith,  Senator,  Toronto.  There  are  two  vacancies  to  be  filled 
up,  and  I  think  it  likely  tliat  Sandford  Fleming  will  be  one 
of  them. 

"  The  Quebec  men  are  not  yet  selected,  but  there  will  be  no 
ilifficulty  about  them.  We  propose  meeting  on  the  14th  instant 
to  settle  the  terms  of  tlie  charter  and  get  the  machinery  in 
motion. 

"As  Donald  A.  Smith  cannot  be  on  the  board,  being  an  M.P., 
1  tliink  it  would  be  well  to  put  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  on,  if  he 
will  act.  I  have  asked  Smith  to  write  Northcote  to  that  effect. 
The  New  Prunswickcrs  have  selected  Mr.  Burpee,  a  civil 
engineer,  and  brother  of  the  member  for  St.  .Tohn,  as  their 
representative.  Tupper  is  now  at  Halifax,  and  will  select  his 
man  for  Nova  Scotia.  I  scarcely  know  whom  to  choose  for 
I'ritish  Columbia.  Cornwall,  as  a  Senator,  is  not  eligible. 
However,  wc  will  put  on  some  man  as  a  locum  tcncns  for  the 
jiresent." 

A  week  after  Mr.  Huntingdon  made  liis  motion,  Sir  .John 
wrote  to  Sir  (ieorge  Cartier  : — 

"  You  will  have  seen  l)y  the  papers  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
2nd,  Huntingdon  rose  in  his  place  and  made  a  statement,  whicii 
I  send  you.  He  liad  given  us  a  verbal  notice  that  lie  was 
going  to  move  as  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Pailway,  when  we 
went  into  ways  and  means,  so  our  friends  were  prepared  for 
the  vote. 

"  Having  made  his  motion,  he  sat  down  without  offering 
a  word  of  explanation.     I  immediately  took  advantage  of  his 
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blunder,  and  had  the  members  called  in  and  a  vote  taken, 
which  resulted  in  a  majority  of  31 ;  with  three  of  our  friends 
then  in  town  accidentally  absent,  viz.  Cluxton,  Eobillard  and 
Blanchet. 

"  This  vote  was  very  satisfactory,  but  Council  felt  that  we 
could  not  properly  allow  it  to  remain  in  that  position.  I 
accordingly,  the  very  next  day,  gave  notice  that  I  would  move 
for  a  committee.  It  was  fortunate  that  we  took  that  course,  as 
we  found  great  uneasiness  among  our  friends  who  had  voted 
with  us.  It  looked  so  like  stifling  an  inquiry  that  they  were 
afraid  of  the  consequences  to  themselves  in  their  constituencies. 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  question  had  been  brought  up  again 
on  a  specific  motion  it  would  have  been  carried.  Our  course, 
therefore,  in  spontaneously  asking  for  the  inquiry  was  fortunate 
in  all  respects.  The  committee  has  now  been  struck.  It 
consists  of  Hillyard  Cameron,  McDonald  of  Pictou,  Blanchet, 
Blake,  and  Dorion.  This  is  a  first-rate  committee.  McDonald 
of  Pictou  is  as  true  as  steel,  and  is,  I  think,  the  ablest  man  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  has  at  once  taken  the  very  first 
rank  and  position  in  it.  Huntingdon's  motion  is,  I  understand, 
founded  altogether  on  letters  written  by  Allan  to  McMullen 
of  Chicago. 

"The  imprudence  of  Sir  Hugh  in  this  whole  matter  has 
almost  amounted  to  insanity.  His  language  has  been  as  wild 
as  his  letters,  and,  between  you  and  me,  the  examination  must 
result  greatly  to  his  discredit.  So  far  as  the  Government  is 
concerned,  I  have  no  fear  but  that  the  report  must  be  a  satis- 
factory one.  Allan  and  Abbott  must  both  be  here  to  give 
their  testimony." 

The  Commission  having  finished  its  labours,  which  were 
v,-]iolly  inquisitorial.  Parliament  was  summoned  for  the  23rd 
October,  to  receive  its  report.  An  amendment  t  che  address 
was  immediately  offered  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  to  the  effect  that,  in  view  of  the  facts  disclosed 
before  the  Commission,  the  Ministry  had  merited  the  "  severe 
censure  "  of  the  House.  The  debate  lasted  a  week,  but  before 
it  was  over  numerous  defections  from  the  Government  ranks 
showed  that  the  Ministry  was  doomed.  If  anything  could  have 
saved  it,  it  would  have  been  the  speech  in  which  the  Prime 
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Minister  reviewed  and  replied  to  tlie  charges  which  had  been 
made  against  him.  His  effort  on  that  occasion — one  of  the 
fTeatest  of  his  life — was  looked  forward  to  with  an  interest 
which  was  only  exceeded  by  the  enthusiasm  which  it  evoked. 
When,  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  3rd  of  November,  he 
rose  to  address  the  House,  every  member  was  in  his  place,  and 
the  galleries  were  thronged  with  an  expectant  multitude,  many 
of  whom  had  come  from  a  distance  to  hear  the  anxiously  looked- 
for  explanation  of  the  leader  of  the  Government.  The  Governor 
General,  debarred  by  official  etiquette  from  being  present,  was 
represented  by  Lady  Dufferin,  who  remained  to  the  end ;  and  by 
her  side,  an  equally  interested  listener,  sat  the  present  Prime 
Minister  of  England.*  In  eloquent  and  pathetic  language 
Sir  John  Macdonald  recounted  his  connection  with  the  railway 
negotiations,  and  indignantly  repudiated  the  charge  that  he  had 
betrayed  those  interests  which  he  had  been  commissioned  to 
guard.  Going  over  the  ground  at  greater  lengtli  than  in  his 
letter  to  the  Governor  General,  he  maintained  that  he  had 
made  no  bargain  with  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  and  that  Sir  Hugh  had 
received  no  special  power,  privilege,  or  advantage  over  the  other 
members  of  the  directorate.  He  spoke  with  great  vigour  for 
upwards  of  four  hours,  and  concluded  with  this  appeal  to  his 
countrymen,  whom  he  had  served  so  long. 

"  Sir,  I  commit  myself,  the  Government  commits  itself,  to 
the  hands  of  this  House,  and  far  beyond  the  House,  it  commits 
itself  to  the  country  at  large.  We  have  faithfully  done  our  duty. 
We  have  had  party  strife  setting  province  against  province ; 
and  more  than  all,  we  have  had  in  the  gxeatest  province,  the 
preponderating  province  of  tlie  Dominion,  every  prejudice  and 
sectional  feeling  that  could  be  arrayed  against  us.  I  have  been 
the  victim  of  that  conduct  to  a  great  extent ;  but  I  have  fought 
the  battle  of  Confederation,  the  battle  of  Union,  the  battle  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada.  I  throw  myself  upon  this  House  ;  I 
throw  myself  upon  this  country  ;  I  throw  myself  upon  posterity  ; 

*  Government  House,  Ottawa,  November  1,  1873. 
"  Deau  Sir  Johx, — Prny  excuse  the  liberty  which  your  kindness  encourages  mo 
to  take.  But  I  am  leaving  lor  Quebec  to-day,  having  very  little  more  time.  But  it' 
I  were  perfectly  certain  that  you  were  going  to  ppeak  on  Monday  I  would  give  up 
(iuebec  and  stay  to  hear  you  ;  and  if  you  would  therefore  tell  me  if  this  be  settled  you 
would  confer  a  favour  on — Yours  very  tndy,  Hosekeuv." 
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and  I  believe,  and  I  know,  that,  notwithstanding  the  many 
failings  in  my  life,  I  shall  have  the  voice  of  this  country,  and 
this  House,  rallying  round  me.  And,  sir,  if  I  am  mistaken  in 
that,  I  can  confidently  appeal  to  a  higher  court — to  the  court 
of  my  own  conscience,  and  to  the  court  of  posterity.  I  leave  it 
to  this  House  with  every  confidence.  I  am  equal  to  either 
fortune.  I  can  see  past  the  decision  of  this  House,  either  for 
or  against  me ;  but  whether  it  be  for  or  against  me,  I  know — 
and  it  is  no  vain  boast  for  me  to  say  so,  for  even  my  enemies 
will  admit  that  I  am  no  boaster — that  there  does  not  exist  in 
this  country  a  man  who  has  given  more  of  his  time,  more  of 
his  heart,  more  of  his  wealth,  or  more  of  his  intellect  and 
power,  such  as  they  may  be,  for  the  good  of  this  Dominion  of 
Canada." 

For  the  first  and  last  time  of  his  life  he  failed — or  perhaps 
I  should  not  say  he  failed,  as  before  he  rose  he  must  have  felt 
that  the  judgment  of  the  House  was  against  him, — but  then  and 
then  only  was  his  supreme  effort  in  vain.  His  majority,  not 
large  in  April,  had  been  steadily  melting  away.  A  sense  of 
extreme  uneasiness  pervaded  the  Ministerial  ranks,  which  was 
ominous  for  the  Administration.  There  was  a  "  sound  of  goins: 
on  the  tops  of' the  mulberry  trees,"  a  feeling  of  impending 
change  everywhere  abroad.  Apart  from  those,  on  the  one  hand, 
who  were  clamorous  for  his  fall,  and  those,  on  the  other,  who 
were  prepared  to  stick  by  their  leader  through  thick  and  thin, 
there  were  some  who,  while  ready  to  acknowledge  that  Sir  John 
Macdonald  personally  was  free  from  blame — that  he  had  been 
drawn  by  circumstances  beyond  his  control — that  he  was  the 
victim  of  atrocious  calumnies — that,  in  spite  of  Sir  George 
Cartier's  weakness,  he  had  steadfastly  protected  the  interests 
of  Canada,  both  against  American  speculators  and  against 
the  approaches  of  Sir  Hugh  Allan — that,  although  it  had 
never  entered  into  his  thoughts  to  make  a  single  illegitimate 
concession  in  consideration  of  the  support  and  assistance  he 
expected  on  other  grounds  to  receive  from  Sir  Hugh  Allan — 
were  impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Government  which  had 
benefited  politically  by  large  sums  of  money  derived  from  a 
person  with  whom  it  was  negotiating  on  the  part  of  the 
Dominion,  could    no   longer    command    their    confidence    or 
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support,  and  that  for  them  the  time  had  come  to  choose 
between  their  conscience  and  their  party.  He  who  had  spent 
his  life  in  reading  the  minds  and  hearts  of  politicians,  was  not 
blind  to  what  was  going  on  about  him.  He  resolved  to  spare 
the  Conservative  party  the  injury  that  must  result  from  open 
schism,  and  many  old-time  followers  the  pain  which  public- 
abandonment  of  their  leader  must  entail.  On  the  day  follow- 
ing the  conclusion  of  his  speech,  and  without  waiting  for  the 
result  of  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  he  placed  his  resigna- 
tion in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  General,  and  on  the  same 
afternoon  announced  its  acceptance  to  the  expectant  House. 

A  new  administration  was  speedily  formed  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  Parliament  was  prorogued,  and  dissolu- 
tion immediately  followed.  In  the  ensuing  elections  the  Liberal 
party  swept  the  country  from  end  to  end.  Their  triumph  was 
complete.  The  great  obstacle  to  their  success  was  removed. 
Overwhelmed  in  the  ruin  which  had  overtaken  his  party,  he 
had  fallen,  like  Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again.  So  said  all  his 
opponents,*  and  not  a  few  who  called  themselves  his  friends. 
He  himself  said  nothing. 

After  announcing  the  resignation  of  his  Ministry,  Sir  John 
Macdonald  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  He  then 
went  over  to  his  ofiSce,  directed  his  secretaries  to  pack  up  his 
papers,  drove  home,  went  upstairs  to  his  bedroom,  and  remarked 
quietly  to  Lady  Macdonald,  "Well,  that's  got  along  with." 

*  Not  quite  all.  A  proniineut  member  of  the  Liberal  party  iu  the  Senate  thus 
addressed  him  two  days  after  his  resignation  :  — 

Ottawa,  Xovemher  7,  1873. 

"  De.\ii.  Sir  Johx, — Being  sure  that  your  time  aud  thoughts  have  been  intensely 
preoccupied  these  last  few  days,  I  have  refrained  from  seeking  an  opportunity  of  paying 
my  respects  to  you  in  person.  I  should,  however,  feel  ill  at  ease  if  I  left  Ottawa  without 
finding  some  means  of  making  known  to  ymi  that  charges,  doubts,  admissions  notwitli- 
standing,  I  entertain  a  confident  expectation  that  you  will  continue  to  occupy  a  large, 
if  not  the  largest,  space  in  the  public  mind.  I  have  pored  not  a  little  over  some 
portions  of  mw  country's  history,  and  I  conclude  tiierefrom,  tliat  a  good  wholesonu! 
iippetite  for  power,  and  tenacity  of  office,  have  very  generally  characterizetl  our  most 
eminent  men,  who  have  not  infrequently  sustained  their  positions  by  recouwe  to  means 
not  altogether  in  conformity  with  the  letter  of  tlio  law,  and  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt  that  your  great  services  to  the  Dominion  and  to  the  Empire  will  live  long  aft^i' 
the  details  of  the  Pacific  affair  are  buried  in  oblivion. 

"With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  I  remain  very  faithfully  yours. 

— ROBT.  POORE    IIaYTHORNE." 
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"  What  do  you  mean  ? "  said  she.  "  Why,  the  Government  has 
resigned,"  he  replied,  an'aying  himself  in  his  dressing-gown  and 
slippers,  and  picking  up  two  or  three  books  from  a  table  close 
by.  "  It's  a  relief  to  be  out  of  it,"  he  added,  as  he  stretched 
himself  on  the  bed,  opened  a  volume  and  began  to  read, 
intimating  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  disturbed.  Tliat  was  all 
he  said  on  tlie  subject  at  the  time,  nor  did  he  allude  to  it  again. 
There  were  no  bitter  reflections  upon  those  of  his  supporters 
who  had  failed  him  in  the  hour  of  need — no  harsh  words  against 
those  who  had  passed  over  to  his  foes,  no  repining  at  fortune. 
He  knew  that  he  had  made  the  best  fight  possible.  The 
fortunes  of  war  had  gone  against  him,  and  he  accepted  defeat 
without  a  murmur.  And,  indeed,  this  habit  of  mind  was 
eminently  characteristic  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  throughout  his 
career.  No  matter  what  happened  of  a  disagreeable  nature  he 
invariably  would  say,  after  tlie  first  momentary  exclamation  of 
surprise,  regret,  or  it  might  be  annoyance,  "  Well,  it  can't  be 
helped,"  and  would  then  dismiss  the  subject  from  his  mind. 

Shortly  after  the  change  Sir  John  removed  to  Toronto,  to 
resume  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  to  bide  his  time.  He 
had  not  long  to  wait.  Before  two  years  had  elapsed  it  began 
to  be  manifest  that  the  closing  words  of  his  speech  had 
found  an  echo  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Canada.  He  had 
been  buried  under  the  great  inundation,  but  the  wave  which 
had  overwhelmed  him  receded  as  quickly  as  it  had  risen,  and 
when  it  again  advanced  he  found  himself  borne  forward  to  his 
old  position  at  the  head  of  affairs,  by  the  potent  forces  of  a 
national  reaction. 
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THE   RESTORATION. 


1878. 


SIR  JOHN'  M.VCDOXALD  S  PUOPOSAL  TO  UKTIKK— REFUSAL  OK  HIS  PAUTV  TO 
SEUVE  UXDEU  AXOTHEK  LEADEU— THE  "  OLD  OUAItl)  " — POLICY  IX 
OPPOSITION* — Tl'llX  OF  '  .  ■"  TIDE — FREE  TRADE  AXD  PROTECTION — THE 
NATIONAL  POLICY— « EN..  lAL  ELECTION",  1878 — RESTORATION  TO  POWER 
—  VISITS  TO  ENGLAND — IX  1879 — SWORN  OF  HER  MAJESTV's  PRIVY 
COrXCIL — MEETIXIJ  WITH  IMPERIAL  STATESMEX — VISIT  TO  IH'OIIEXDEX — 
OOXVERSATIOXS  WITH  LORD  UEACONSFIELD — THE  AYLESHfRY  SPEECH 
— IX  1884  —  OFFER  OF  THE  liRAXD  CROSS  OF  THE  BATH  —  VISIT  TO 
WINDSOR  CASTLE  —  INVESTITfRE  ISV  THE  QIEEN  WITH  THE  U.C.ll. — 
EMPIRE  CLUB  HANQUET — TORONTO  AND   MONTREAL  DEMONSTR.VTIONS. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  follow,  in  these  pages,  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
political  career  during  the  period  which  intervened  between  his 
restoration  to  power  in  1878,  and  his  death  in  1891.  The 
largeness  of  the  subject,  the  nearness  of  the  time,  and  the 
presence  amongst  us  of  so  many  of  the  actors  in  those  eventful 
scenes,  render  any  adequate  performance  of  such  a  task  im- 
practicable just  now.  In  the  remaining  chapters  I  shall,  there- 
fore, discarding  chronology,  content  myself  with  indicating  his 
views  on  public  questions  not  directly  bearing  on  Canadian 
politics,  leaving  to  the  future  the  record  of  his  later  and 
more  renowned  triumphs. 

Immediately  after  the  resignation  of  the  Ministry,  Sir 
John  called  a  caucus  of  his  followers,  at  which  he  urged  upon 
them  the  importance  of  losing  no  time  in  organizing  as  an 
Opposition  and  formulating  a  plan  of  attack  upon  the  Treasury 
Benches.  He  told  them,  as  leader  of  the  party,  the  person 
most  attacked  in  the  past,  and  most  likely  to  be  attacked  in 
the  future,  that  it  was  a  question  for  them  to  consider  whether 
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tliey  had  not  better  clioose  another  leader,  a  younger  man, 
who  had  not  been  calumniated  as  he  had  been,  adding  that 
they  should  not  allow  any  feelings  of  sympatliy  or  of  sentiment 
to  interfere  with  the  good  of  the  country  and  of  the  party. 
One  and  all  refused  to  fight  under  any  other  leader  than  their 
l)eloved  chief.  With  much  earnestness  lie  besought  them  to 
think  well  of  the  suggestion  of  "  an  old  man  who  had  done 
liis  sliare  of  tlic  fighting,"  and  to  weigh  the  Avhole  matter 
carefully.  With  the  object  of  giving  them  time  for  reflection, 
he  adjourned  the  meeting  until  the  next  day,  when  lie  proposed 
to  meet  them  and  receive  their  answer.  Punctually  at  the 
appointed  liour  he  was  in  his  place,  to  find  himself  alone. 
Not  a  single  member  of  the  party  was  anywhere  to  be  seen. 
They  would  not,  by  their  attendance,  lend  colour  to  the  idea 
tliat  they  liad  even  contemplated  the  possibility  of  a  change 
of  leader.  Sir  John  had  experienced  many  a  triumpli;  he 
Mus  destined  to  achieve  many  more,  but  at  no  time  in  liis 
life,  not  on  the  ever-memorable  17th  of  September,  1878,  not 
ev(,'n  when  he  was  borne  through  the  passes  of  the  liocky 
Mountains  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  over  the 
railway  which  is,  perhaps,  tlie  greatest  monument  of  his 
courage  and  resolution,  did  he  experience  a  prouder  and  more 
heartfelt  satisfaction,  than  when  lie  walked  from  the  deserted 
committee-room  to  the  House  of  Commons,  there  to  receive 
from  liis  devoted  followers  the  assurances  of  tlieir  undiminisliod 
attachment,  conveyed  in  ringing  cheers  whicli  presaged  his 
future  triumpli. 

In  the  general  election  of  1874,  tlie  Conservative  party, 
taken  by  surprise  and  weighted  with  all  the  disadvantageous 
fircumstances  wliicli  attend  defeat,  were  well-nigh  annihi- 
hited.  Sir  John  Macdonald  liimself  narrowly  escaped  defeat 
ill  liis  own  constituency,  Avas  unseated  on  a  petition,  and 
ro-elected  by  a  majority  even  smaller  than  Ijcfore.  Out  of 
2UG  members  of  the  House  of  Con  mons,  the  Conservatives  did 
not  number  more  than  45.  The  once  great  party  liad  dwindled 
to  a  mere  handful,  to  be  pitied  rather  than  feared.  The 
Ministerial  forces,  rejoicing  in  their  new-found  strength,  over- 
flowed that  portion  of  the  cliamber  allotted  to  them,  and, 
cncroacliing  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  surrounded  and 
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uhaost  engulfed  the  little  band  to  the  left  of  the  Speaker. 
Xor  was  it  only  on  the  Hoor  of  rarliament  that  the  outlook 
was  dark.  Like  Frederick  the  Great  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Seven  Years'  War,  or  Cortes  in  the  valljy  of  Otompan,  wherever 
Sir  John  Macdonald  looked  he  saw  a  hostile  array  drawn  uj) 
against  him.  At  Toronto,  Quebec,  Halifax,  Fredericton,  and 
Charlottetown,  all  the  provincial  (lovernments  were  active  in 
their  support  of  the  federal  administration,  and  animated 
with  a  common  desire  to  crush  him  at  the  coming  election. 
]jut  his  was  not  the  heart  to  despond.  He  felt  within  himself 
the  strength  of  his  personality  in  the  great  province  of  Ontario. 
He  knew  that  he  had  not  deserved  defeat  in  1873,  and  his 
knowledge  derived  from  long  acquaintance  with  the  people 
of  his  own  province,  told  him  that  there  were  thousands  who 
already  repented  of  their  rashness,  and  who  impatiently 
awaited  an  opportunity  of  atoning  for  the  past,  by  restoring 
him  to  his  old  position  at  the  head  of  affairs.  But  ho  di'l 
not  trust  to  sentiment  alone.  In  the  words  of  a  distinguished 
French  Canadian  writer,*  "  he  constructed  with  consummate 
skill  the  engine  which  destroyed  the  Maclrcnzie  administration. 
From  the  very  fh-st  he  saw  what  a  tactician  could  do  with 
Protection,  and,  in  so  masterly  a  manner  did  he  cover  his 
troops  with  that  rampart,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Liberals  to  turn  their  flank." 

During  the  sessions  of  1S74  and  1875,  the  Conservatives 
juade  little  or  no  fight  in  I'arliament,  it  being  in  accordance 
with  Sir  John  Macdonald's  tactics  to  conceal  as  far  iis  ])ossible 
the  numerical  weakness  of  his  party,  by  avoiding  divisions  in 
the  House.  His  leadership  during  those  two  years  illustrates 
admirably  his  policy  of  playing  the  waiting  game.  He  knew 
that  no  good  could  possibly  result  from  publishing  to  the 
country  every  morning  that  his  party  numbered  scarcely  one- 
fourth  of  the  House ;  so  he  was  content  to  bide  his  tinu', 
iissisting  in  the  legislaticm,  much  of  which  had  been  framed 
by  himself,  and  quietly  awaiting  an  oijportunity  for  striking 
a  blow.  In  due  time  that  opjiortunity  arrived.  In  September, 
1875,  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Moss,  ^M.l*.,  to  the 
Ontario   Bench,  created   a   vacancy  in   the   representation   of 
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West  Toronto.  Sir  John  felt  that  to  carry  this  metropolitan 
constituency  in  the  face  of  botli  the  Ottawa  and  Ontario 
Governments  would  be  the  signal  to  the  rest  of  the  Dominion 
that  the  tide  had  turned.  The  task,  however,  was  no  easy 
one ;  few  believed  it  possible,  and  it  required  all  his  persuasion 
to  induce  Mr.  John  Beverley  Iiobinson  to  take  the  field  in 
the  Conservative  interest.  To  the  astonishment  of  the  ^Ministry, 
Mr.  Itobinson  was  successful  by  a  sweeping  majority.  His 
victory  marks  the  beginning  of  that  reaction  which  culminated 
on  the  17th  of  September,  three  years  later. 

A  few  days  after  this  triumph,  Sir  John  attended  a  ban<|uet 
given  in  Montreal  to  his  friend,  and  afterwards  his  colleague, 
jMr.  Thomas  White.  On  that  occasion  he  delivered  an  impor- 
tant speech,  every  line  of  which  breathed  war  against  the 
Administration.  In  the  session  of  187G  he  announced  in 
Parliament  his  scheme  for  improving  the  commercial  condition 
of  the  country,  and,  in  the  following  summer,  expounded  it 
to  tlie  people  at  a  series  of  political  picnics  lield  throughout 
Ontario.  These  picnics  proved  immensely  successful,  and  were 
repeated  in  1877.  In  the  session  of  1878  he  again  pressed 
on  I'arliament  the  adoption  of  his  policy  of  protection  to 
native  industries,  and  defined  it  in  a  carefully  drawn  amend- 
ment to  a  motion  to  go  into  supply.*  His  attitude  towards 
tliat  great  question  was  briefiy  this  :  that,  while  the  principle 
of  free  trade,  viewed  as  an  abstract  proposition,  was  indis- 
putably sound,  its  successful  application  in  the  concrete 
depended  upon  conditions  which  were  not  always  present, 
and  which  certainly  did  not  exist  in  Canada.  It  was,  he 
contended,  the  duty  of  a  rjtatcsnian  to  deal  with  facts,  not 
to  speculate  in  theories,  .ind  to  adopt  such  a  policy  as  would 

*  "  Tlint  this  IIouso  is  of  opinion  tlmt  tlm  wi'll'aro  of  Caimdn  requires  tlio  n(Io])ti(iii 
of  a  Niitioiiul  I'olii'v,  wliidi,  by  a  judicious  rcadjustiiu'ut  of  tliu  Tariff,  will  hunulit  and 
foster  tlio  Av;riculturul,  the  iMiuiii;j^,  tiie  Manufacturiiiii:  anil  otlier  interests  of  tlic 
Doniiniou  ;  that  such  a  poliey  will  retain  in  (,'anada  thousands  of  our  fellow  eonntiy- 
nien  now  ohlijjjod  to  expatriate  themselves  in  scareh  of  the  employment  denied  them  at 
home,  will  restore  prosperity  to  our  struj'jfliuf,^  industries,  now  so  sadly  depressed,  will 
prevent  Canada  from  bein<^  made  a  sacritiee  nuirket,  will  en('ourn<j;e  and  develop  an 
active  interjirovineial  trade,  and  moving  (as  it  ou;^ht  to  do)  in  the  direction  of  a 
reciprocity  of  Turilfs  with  our  neijfhbours,  so  far  as  the  varied  interests  of  Canada  may 
demand,  will  fj^roatly  tend  to  jtrocure  for  this  country,  eventually,  a  reciprocity  of 
Trade"  {Journals,  House  of  Commons,  Marc'.i  I'J.  1S78.  p.  78\ 


lAi'.XXlV. 

tropolitau 
I  Ontario 
Dominion 
1  no  easy 
)ersuasion 
e  field  ill 
Ministry, 
rity.  His 
ulminated 

a  Ijaiu^uet 

colleague, 

an  iinpor- 

fainst   the 

)unced  in 

condition 

ounded  it 

hroughout 

,  and  were 

in  pressed 

tection   to 

n  amend- 

e  towards 

principle 

vas  indis- 

concrete 

;    present, 

,    was,  he 

facts,  not 

as  would 

i  tlu'  iuloptitiii 
ill  buiit'lit  iiiid 
tt'i'csts  of  tllf 
How  couiitry- 
t'liiod  thoiii  iit 
Icprcwsiul,  will 
1(1  tlovdlop  nil 
liroctioii  of  ii 
f  Caniuln  inity 
ri'i'ipr(»('ily  of 


H 


THE  RESTOnATIOX. 


201 


best  meet  the  varying  needs  of  tlie  country.  Free  trade,  in 
the  absolute  sense  of  the  term — that  is,  the  liberty  of  buying 
in  the  cheapest  and  selling  in  the  dearest  market — did  not 
anywhere  exist.  The  example  of  P^ngland  was  quoted,  but 
England,  while  she  had  thrown  open  her  ports  to  the  world, 
found  the  markets  of  all  other  nations  shut  against  her.  Nor, 
■supposing  the  anticipations  of  Bright  and  Cobden  had  been 
realized,  and  all  Europe  had  imitated  England's  example,  did 
it  follow  that  a  policy  which  suited  an  isolated  country  of 
limited  area,  dependent  to  a  large  extent  upon  the  rest  of 
the  world  for  food,  whose  manufacturing  interests  had  been 
created  and  fostered  by  centuries  of  protection,  could  be  api)lied 
with  advantage  to  the  Dominion,  whose  geographical  and 
economic  conditions  were  widely  different  from  those  of  the 
T^'iited  Kingdom.  Canada  was  a  new  and  poor  country,  lying 
:  lose  proximity  to  a  great  nation,  whose  markets  were 
rigorously  closed  against  her.  Under  a  low  tariff  her  struggling 
industries  found  it  impossible  to  compete  against  the  wealth, 
skill,  and  acquired  capital  invested  in  the  great  manufactories 
of  the  United  States  which  had  been  ])uilt  up  by  protection, 
and  her  skilled  artisans  and  labourers  were  in  conseiiuence 
obliged  to  seek  in  a  foreign  country  that  employment  which 
was  denied  them  at  home.  Was  there  no  remedy  for  this 
state  of  things  ?  Sir  John  asked.  Was  C'anada  for  ever  to 
languish  under  a  system  which  was  steadily  depleting  her, 
merely  that  her  rulers  might  continue  faithful  to  the  maxims 
(if  Cobden,  every  one  of  whose  i)rophocie3  made  with  respe":! 
to  the  future  of  free-trade  had  been  falsified  by  time?  To  do 
this,  was,  in  his  opinion,  to  degrade  political  economy  to 
a  superstition.  He,  for  his  part,  was  not  prepared  to  make  a 
fetish  of  free  trade,  llather,  he  argued,  did  it  become  practical 
statesmen,  charged  with  Mie  responsibilities  of  government,  to 
frame  and  carry  out  such  a  policy  as  would,  by  encouraging 
and  developing  our  great  natural  resources,  attract  capital  to 
the  country,  stimulate  private  enterprise,  provitle  our  peojde 
Vtith  employment  at  home,  and  so  make  Canada  in  fact,  what 
she  was  already  in  name. 

The  (lovernment  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  mot  this  proposal  with 
an  emphatic  negative.     While  admitting,  the  serious  character 
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of  the  commercial  depression  then  prevailing,  they  attributed 
its  cause  wholly  to  circumstances  beyond  their  control,  and 
denied  the  power  of  any  government  to  remove  it  by  legislation. 
They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  protection,  which  the 
Prime  Minister  ridiculed  as  an  attempt  to  relieve  distress  by 
imposing  additional  taxation.  He  announced  the  resolve  of 
his  Government  to  adhere  to  a  revenue  tariff,  and  to  trust  to  a 
natural  revival  of  trade  to  restore  prosperity  to  the  country. 

With  the  issue  thus  clearly  joined,  the  two  parties  went  to 
the  polls.  The  result  of  the  election  was  phenomenal.  In 
the  erstwhile  Liberal  province  of  Ontario,  Sir  John  Macdonald 
captured  no  less  than  sixty-three  seats  out  of  eighty- eight.  In 
<Juebec  the  majority  was  equally  decisive,  and  in  the  new 
Parliament,  the  leader  of  the  little  band  of  forty-five — "  the  old 
guard,"  as  he  used  aflectionatoly  to  call  them — found  himself 
supported  by  one  hundred  and  forty-six  members,  out  of  a  house 
of  two  luindred  and  six.  This  unparalleled  revulsion  of  popidar 
feeling  surprised  no  one  less  than  him  to  whose  personal  magnet- 
ism, apart  altogether  from  questions  of  trade  and  tariffs,  it  was 
largely  due.  Yet  it  was  ntjt  until  the  eve  of  the  battle  that 
Sir  Julni  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  Ids  opinion  as  to  the 
result.  He  had  a  rooted  objection  to  counting  upon  the  future, 
iind  especially  to  speculating  upon  the  cliances  of  an  election 
contest.  "  An  election  is  like  a  horse-race,"  he  used  to  say, 
'•  in  that  you  can  tell  more  about  it  the  next  day."  On  this 
occasion,  although  he  has  told  me  lie  felt  as  sure  as  one  could 
feel  of  anything  that  had  not  occurred,  that  the  Mackenzie 
government  was  doomed,  he  maintained  his  habitual  reserve 
far  into  the  summer.  Lady  Macdonald  hr .  related  that,  during 
the  eventful  campaign  of  1878,  she  could  not  obtain  the  slightest 
intimation  of  what  ho  thought  the  issue  of  the  fight  would  be. 
Towarils  the  end  of  July  it  became  absolutely  necessary,  for 
domestic  reasons,  that  she  should  know  whether  they  were  to 
continue  to  occupy  their  Toronto  house  or  not.  Accordingly 
she  brought  the  subject  up,  and,  explaining  the  circumstances 
under  which  she  desired  to  know,  pressed  him  to  give  her  some 
hint  of  what  he  thought  was  going  to  happen.  Then  for  the 
first  time  he  spoke.  "  If  we  do  well,  we  shall  have  a  majority 
of  sixty ;  if  badly,  thirty."     He  had  eighty-six. 
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On  his  return  to  power  Sir  John  Macdonald's  first  care  was 
to  bring  into  effect  his  "  National  Policy,"  in  the  framing  of 
wiiich  he  so  thoroughly  carried  out  his  ante-election  promises 
as  to  extort  from  Mr.  Mackenzie,  who  all  along  professed  him- 
self as  unable  to  believe  that  the  Conservative  leader  really 
meant  to  introduce  protection,  the  reluctant  admission  that  in 
legislation  he  had  "gone  the  whole  hog."  This  paramount 
(lui,y  accomplished,  he  felt  free  to  revert  to  his  trans-continental 
railway  policy,  which  he  was  more  than  ever  determineil  to 
carry  out.  With  the  (jbject,  among  others,  of  awakening 
interest  at  home  on  this  subject,  and  his  kindred  policy  (tf 
developing  the  Xorth-West,  lie  sailed  for  England  in  July, 
1870. 

There  were  few  pleasures  in  Sir  John's  estimation  com- 
parable with  a  visit  to  England.  The  sea  voyage,  the  rest  and 
freedom  from  official  worries,  the  change  of  air  and  scene,  all 
contributed  to  render  the  trip  agreeable.  But  what  he  enjoyed 
most  of  all  was  intercourse  with  Imperial  statesmen.  "  I  do  not," 
he  writes,  "  think  there  is  anything  in  the  world  equal  in  real 
intellectual  pleasure  to  meeting  the  public  men  of  England. 
Their  tone  is  so  high  and  their  mode  of  thinking  so  correct, 
that  it  really  elevates  one.  When  1  read  occasionally  of  tiie 
loss  of  the  prestige  and  position  of  England,  I  am  incredulous 
if  oidy  from  the  one  fact  that  the  statesmen  of  England 
are  far  superior  to  those  of  any  other  nation,  east  or  west,"  * 

lYni  days  after  his  arrival  in  London,  Sir  John  received  the 
Queen's  commands  to  attend  at  Osborne  for  the  jiurpose  of 
being  sworn  a  member  of  Her  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  to 
which  he  had  been  summoned  seven  years  previously.  The 
ceremony  took  place  on  Tiuirsday,  the  14th  of  August,  1879,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  the  Duke  of 
liichmond,  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Earl  Cairns),  and  Mr.  Home 
Secretary  Cross.  Immediately  after  taking  the  oaths,  Sir  John 
took  his  seat  at  the  l^oard.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  <^)ueen  held 
a  Council,  before  which  he,  not  being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
withdrew,  to  resume  his  place  a  few  moments  later,  when  the 
(Jabinet  Council  was  over. 

During  this  visit  Sir  John  received  much  notice  from 
*  'i"i»  His  Ilouour  Judge  Gowiui,  duted  Ottuwii,  June  27,  1871. 


204      MEMOIRS  OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.  [Chap.  XXIV. 


* 


I  ' 


leading  men,  among  others  from  Lord  lieaconsfield,  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach,  Lord  Carnarvon,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  and  liis 
particular  friend,  the  Eight  Honourable  W.  H.  Smith.  Perhaps 
I  cannot  better  illustrate  the  attention  paid  him,  than  by 
transcribing  a  page  of  his  engagement-book. 

"  Saturdaij,  Auf/ust  IGth. — Appointment  with  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach  at  twelve  o'clock.  Left  for  Highclere  (Lord 
Carnarvon's  country  seat),  to  spend  Sunday.  Met  at  dinner 
Lowe  and  wife.  Cardinal  Howard,  Meade,  of  Colonial  Office, 
Sir  Lintorn  Simmons,  etc. 

"Sunday,  17 th. — Ilaiued  all  day.  Took  a  walk  after 
luncheon.  After  dinner  had  a  long  conversation  with  Lord 
Carnarvon  and  Cardinal  Howard. 

"  Monday,  18th. — Keturned  from  Highclere." 

The  remainder  of  the  week  was  spent  chiefly  in  receiving 
callers  and  deputations  on  public  business. 

"Saturdaij,  23)'d. — In  the  morning  saw  General  Creagh 
and  Mr.  Barron.  Evening,  Fonjct-mc-not  at  Lyceum  with 
Agnes  (Lady  Macdonald)  and  Clara. 

"Sunday,  2Uh. — St.  Paul's  in  the  morning.  St.  Alban's, 
High  Holborn,  in  the  evening  with  Agnes,  who  also  went  to 
AVestminster  Abbey,  at  3  p.m." 

Then  follows  another  week  of  business  interviews. 

"  Monday  and,  Tuesday,  Sepfcmhn'  1st  and  2iid. — Ilugheu- 
den. 

"  Wednesday,  3rd. — Saw  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  at  12.30. 
Dined  with  Sir  Henry  Tyler  at  Army  and  Navy  Club. 
Pleasant  dinner. 

"  Thursday,  September  Ath. — Visited  W.  H.  Smith  at 
Henley-on-Thames.  Spent  Thursday  from  11  a.m.,  till  Friday 
at  10.10  a.m.  Met  Sir  Houston  Stewart,  Vice-Adniiral,  and 
AVm.  Mackenzie  Murray,  etc. 

"Friday,  5^/i.— Long  conversation  with  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 

;-<-h," 

Tis   previous   acquaintance   with   INIr.   Disraeli   had  been 

•  ^'  i'jrid  to  one  or  two  interviews  more  or  less  formal,  and 

,  t  pi.,!  ;.ted  by  considerable  intervals  of  time.     It  was,  therefore, 

with  much  satisfaction  that,  one  day  towards  the  end  of  August, 

lie  received  a  cordial  invitation  from  Lord  Boaconsfield,  to  pay 
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him  visit  at  his  country  seat.  On  Monday,  the  1st  of 
September,  he  went  down  to  Huglicnden,  dined  with  Lord 
]>eaconsfield,  the  only  other  person  present  being  Mr.  James 
Daly,  one  of  the  latter's  private  secretaries,  and  stayed  the 
night.  After  dinner,  they  spent  a  short  time  in  the  library, 
discussing  among  other  things  the  classics,  which  subject  was 
introduced  by  Lord  Beaconstield,  who  lightly  descanted  upon 
the  great  poets,  orators,  and  philosophers  of  Athens  and  Eome.* 
In  the  course  of  the  evening,  his  liost  asked  Sir  John  if  he 
smoked. 

"  No,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Perhaps  you  do  not  mind  the  smell  of  smoke  ?  "  said  Lord 
Beaconsfield. 

"  Xot  at  all,"  answered  Sir  John. 

"  In  that  case,"  said  his  host,  "  we  will  adjourn  to  the 
smoking-room ; "  adding,  with  that  delicate  consideration  for 
those  who  served  him,  which  was  equally  characteristic  of  his 
guest — for  it  was  just  what  Sir  John  would  have  said — "  I 
know  Daly  cannot  get  along  without  his  cigar,  and  he  wants 
to  hear  us  talk." 

The  smoking-room  was  at  the  top  of  the  house,  and  formed 
a  sort  of  auxiliary  library  ;  it  was  a  large  comfortable  room, 
appropriately  furnished,  yet  wearing,  withal,  a  certain  air  of 
([uaintness  not  ordinarily  met  with  in  an  English  house. 
Around  the  walls  hung  the  portraits  of  the  five  Prime  Ministers 
the  county  of  Buckingham  has  produced,!  which  Lord  Beacons- 
field  took  occasion  to  point  out  to  Sir  John,  remarking,  as  he 
(lid  so,  that  he  doubted  whether  there  were  three  men  in 
England  who  could  give  off-hand  a  list  of  the  Prime  Ministers 
since  the  accession  of  the  Ho'tiro  of  Brunswick.  Here  the  two 
statesmen  held  a  long  and  interesting  conversation,  principally 
about  Canada,  its  people,  and  its  resources.     That   Sir   Joliii 

*  I  observe  that  Sir  Williiim  Frnser,  in  "  Disrncli  and  Ilis  Day,"  p.  470,  ridicules 
the  statement  by  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  {vide  Lanf^'s  "  late  of,"  vol.  ii.  p.  178),  to  the 
effect  tliat  Lord  Beaconsfield  was  a  classical  scholar.  Of  course  I  am  not  (jualified  to 
I'xpross  any  opinion  on  the  point,  but  this  much  I  may  say,  that  most  certainly  ho 
introduced  the  subject  durinj^  Sir  John's  visit  to  Ilufihenden.  "We  discussed  the 
classics,"  were  Sir  John's  exact  words,  and  the  impression  conveyed  by  them  at  the 
time  was,  that  Disraeli  and  he  had  just  such  a  conversation  as  Sir  Stafford  Northcoto 
relates  took  place  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  has  referred. 

t  Lord  Shelburno,  the  two  Grenvilles,  the  Duke  of  I'ortland,  and  himself. 
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made  the  most  of  his  opportunity  can  be  seen  in  the  speech 
made  by  Lord  Beaconsfield  at  Aylesbury  a  few  days  later,  in 
which  he  extolled  the  "  illimitable  wilderness "  of  our  great 
North- West,  then  awaiting  cultivation  and  settlement.*  They 
also,  Sir  John  told  me,  related  their  several  experiences  in  early 
political  life ;  and  Lord  Beaconsfield  added  to  the  charm  of  the 
occasion  by  giving  some  interesting  sketchy  descriptions  of 
remarkable  characters  of  years  gone  by — Count  D'Orsay  among 
the  number,  whom  he  used  to  meet  in  the  old  days  at  Lady 
Blessington's. 

"  D'Orsay,"  said  Lord  Beaconsfield,  in  reply  to  a  question  of 
Sir  John,  "  was  a  strikingly  handsome  man — as  handsome  as 
Saul." 

"An  ordinary  Englishman,"  observed  Sir  John  to  me, 
"  would  have  likened  him  to  Apollo,  liut  Disraeli  had  ratlier  a 
way  of  putting  forward  his  Jewish  lineage.  I  recollect  that,  among 
other  questions,  lie  asked  me  how  long  I  had  been  in  public 
life.  'Thirty-fivi  years,'  I  replied.  "Ah,"  said  he,  'I  beat 
you  ;  I  have  been  forty  years,  as  long  as  David  reigned.'  "  t 

In  bidding  his  guest  good  night.  Lord  Beaconsfield  saitl  to 
liirn  :  "  You  have  greatly  interested  me,  both  in  yourself  and  in 
(Janada.  We  are  going  into  our  elections  shortly,  but  come 
back  next  year  and  I  will  do  anything  vou  ask  me."  Sir  John 
returned  next  year ;  but,  alas,  for  the  instability  of  human 
greatness,  the  general  election  of  1880  had  intervened,  the 
Conservative  (Jovernment  was  overthrown,  and  Mr.  (Uadstone 


r 

wL. .  - 

|i|jg^^^^ 

' 

*  "Let  us  look  l(ir  ii  luomcut  at  tliu  situation  ol  Canadii.  Tho  situation  ol 
Cauadii  is  most  peculiar.  (Since  tlie  surrentlur  of  tin;  lluilson's  ]iay  Conipanv,  and  the 
settlement  of  tlieir  nifaiis,  the  Dominion  of  Ciinada  has  heconio  possessed  of  wliat  I 
might  almost  describe  as  an  illimitable  wilderuess,  a  wilderness  of  fertile  land,  not 
backwoods  to  be  cleared,  but  treeless  prairie  land."  (From  a  s])eech  delivered  by  the 
I{iy;ht  Hon.  the  Earl  of  lieaeonsdeld,  K.G.,  at  Aylesbury,  on  tlie  hSth  of  Septendier. 
1H79.) 

t  Tbroufrh  the  exceedin^^  kindness  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  1  have  had  tlif 
advautaj^e  of  I.iu'd  Jieacouslieid's  private  secretary's  recollections  of  this  intei- 
view.  Lord  ]{owtou  was  not  at  Iluj-'henden  at  the  time,  but  1  learn  from  him 
that  whenever  Lord  Beaconsfield  spoke  of  (Sir  John,  esi)ccially  after  this  visit,  it  wa^ 
iiiwavH  of  one  whoso  abilities  he  reco},'uized,  and  iu  whom  he  took  much  interest. 
Mr.  Daly,  as  I  have  said,  was  present  throui^hont  Sir  John's  visit.  IJy  tho  favour 
of  Lord  Derby  I  sent  my  account  to  him  for  any  observations  tliat  mi},'lit  occur  t" 
him,  and  he  ha.'s  replied  that,  in  the  main,  it  accords  with  his  recollection  of  wliiit 
took  place. 
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ruled  England.     Before  Sir  John's  next  visit,  Lord  Deaconsfield 
was  dead. 

Sir  John,  who  was  much  gratified  by  Lord  IJenconsfield's 
complimentary  allusions  at  Aylesbury  to  (.'anada,  thus  ex- 
pressed his  acknowledgments, 

"  Stadacona  Hall,  Ottawa,  Octolier  7,  1871>. 

"Deak  Lord  Bkaconsfield, 

"  Canada  has  been  in  a  state  of  pleasurable  excite- 
ment ever  since  she  received,  by  cable,  the  announcement  that 
you  had  made  a  speech  at  Aylesbury  in  which  she  was  favour- 
ably spoken  of.  Last  mail  brought  us  the  full  report,  and  your 
speech  has  been  published  in  cxicnso  by  our  newspapers,  and 
eagerly  read  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  The 
gratification  of  our  people  is  extreme.  They  say,  truly,  that 
this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  a  Prime  Minister  of  England 
has  given  prominence  to  Canada,  her  capabilities,  and  her 
future — the  first  time  that  it  has  been  proclaimed  by  such  high 
authority  that  England  has  an  especial  interest  in  Canada,  can 
look  to  her  largest  dependency  for  food  supply,  and  become 
independent  of  foreign  nations.  The  speech  will  be  worth 
much  to  Canada,  and  will  send  thousands  of  strong  arms  and 
cheerful  hearts  to  us,  instead  of  adding  to  the  strength  of  other, 
and  possibly  hostile  countries. 

"  This  is  '  Imperialism '  in  its  best  aspect,  and  one  might 
well  suppose  that  every  Englishman  would  rejoice  at  the 
prospect  held  out  by  it  and  you.  Yet  I  see  that  the  Opposition 
press  in  England  are  attacking  the  speech  and  impugning  its 
accuracy.  The  attacks  must  fail,  as  the  statements  made  by  Your 
Lordship  are  substantially  correct,  and  will  be  fully  sustained. 
Li  one  instance  you  actually  understate  the  advantages  held 
out  to  the  intending  settler  in  Canada.  It  is  not  recjuired  of 
him  to  reduce  his  IGO  acres  of  '  homestead'  or  free-grant  land 
'to  perfect  cultivation '  within  three  years.  He  is  only  required 
to  reside  on  it  for  the  three  year.s,  to  put  up  .i  habittiblu  residence, 
and  to  break  up  and  cultivate  sucli  portion  of  the  grant  as  shall 
satisfy  the  Covernment  agent  that  the  occupant  really  means 
to  be  a  settler. 

"  There  are  one  or  two  points  of  minor  importance  which 
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may,  perhaps,  bear  correction.  In  speaking  of  wages  Your 
Lordship  says,  '  The  rudest  labourer  will  get  125.  a  day,  and 
a  skilled  labourer  IGs.  or  18s.'  Xow,  as  a  general  rule,  agri- 
cultural labourers  are  hired  by  the  month,  and  not  by  the  day, 
and  they  are  paid  !?12  to  S16,  or  even  S18  per  montli,  with 
board  and  lodging  added.  Except  for  a  few  days  in  harvest, 
hiring  by  the  day  is  not  known,  then  the  wages  run  from  §1  to 
:?2  iicr  diem,  according  to  the  state  of  the  labour  market,  and 
the  skill  of  the  labourer,  board  and  lodging  always  added. 
Again,  you  mentioned  that  there  is  an  extensive  emigration 
from  the  Western  States  of  the  United  States  into  '  the  illimit- 
able wilderness  of  Canada.'  Now,  there  always  has  been,  and 
still  is,  an  annual  emigration  from  the  older  Atlantic  States  to 
tliose  of  the  Far  West,  but  not,  I  think,  as  yet  in  any  great 
degree  to  the  North-Western  Territories  of  the  Dominion. 
There  is  already  a  considerable  exodus  from  the  United  States 
of  Canadians  who  had  left  their  own  country  and  are  now 
returning  sadder  and  wiser  men.  Some  Americans  have  also 
come  to  us,  and,  from  the  decided  superiority  of  our  country  for 
agricultural  purposes,  I  anticipate,  in  the  not  distant  future, 
a  large  influx  of  Yankees — more,  perhaps,  than,  from  a  political 
point  of  view,  is  desirable.  As  yet,  liowever,  they  have  not 
come  in  great  numbers.  From  Western  Canada,  tliat  is  from 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  there  has  been  a  very  large  emigration 
of  formers  to  the  Canadian  Far  West.  They  are  selling  their 
cleared  and  improved  farms  at  from  830  to  340  per  acre, 
and  afford  a  great  opportunity  to  English  tenant  farmers  who 
may  shrink  from  encountering  the  hardships  of  the  wilder- 
ness, of  purchasing,  at  very  low  rates,  beautiful  farms  in  good 
order. 

"  I  am  satisfied  that  Messrs.  Pell  and  Read  of  the  Koyal 
Commission,  who  are  now  on  this  continent,  will  more  than 
sustain  yoilr  statements  as  to  the  agricultural  capabilities  of 
Canada.  You  have  also  near  you  Lord  Elphinstone,  who 
visited  our  North-West  this  year,  and  has  become  a  large  land- 
holder there.  He  is,  I  believe,  about  to  settle  two  of  his  sons 
there.  Pray  pardon  me  for  obtruding  this  long  letter  upon 
you.  Your  kindness  at  Hughenden  has  emboldened  me  to  do 
so,  and  has  at  the  same  time  increased,  if  possible,  my  earnest 
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wishes,  as  a  life-long   Conservative,  for  the  permanence  and 
.success  of  your  administration. 

"  Believe  me  to  be,  dear  Lord  Beaconsfield, 
"  Very  faithfully  yours, 

"John  A,  Macdonald." 

I  pass  over  his  visits  to  England  of  1880  and  1881,  the 
former  of  which  was  devoted  to  the  formation  of  the  syndicate 
wliich  undertook  and  constructed  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway, 
and  come  to  that  of  1884,  in  some  respects  the  culminating 
point  in  his  career.  Since  his  visit  to  Hughenden  great  changes 
had  taken  place  in  England,  or  rather  in  Downing  Street,  for 
ten  years  ago  a  change  of  government  did  not  mean  to  the 
United  Kingdom  what  it  implies  to-day  ;  but  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald  found  himself  the  object  of  as  much  attention  under 
Liberal  auspices  as  he  experienced  when  his  own  political 
friends  were  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  had  not  long  arrived  in 
London,  and  made  himself  comfortable  at  his  old  quarters, 
Iktt's  Hotel,  Dover  Street,  Piccadilly,  before  he  received  the 
following  gratifying  intimation  from  the  Prime  Minister  : — 

"  10,  Downing  Street,  Whitehall, 

"November  15,  1884. 
"Deau  Sir  J.  Macdonald, 

"  In  acknowledgment  of  your  long  and  distinguished  services,  Her 
Majesty  graciously  authorizes  me  to  propose  to  you  that  you  should  receive 
the  honour  of  a  Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath. 

"Believe  me  to  remain 

"  Faithfully  yours, 

"W.  E.  Gladstone." 

To  which  Sir  John  replied : — 

"  Batt's  Hotel,  Dover  Street, 

"November  15,  1884. 

"Dear  Mr.  Gladstone, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  to-day,  informing  me  that  the  Queen  has  graciously 
authorized  you  to  propose  to  me  that  I  should  receive  the 
honour  of  a  Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath. 

"  I  gratefully  accept  this  distinguished  mark  of  Her  Majesty's 
VOL.  n.  p 
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favour,  and  I  am  especially  gratified  that  this  announcement 
should  be  made  through  you,  and  the  honour  conferred  through 
your  kind  intervention. 

"  Believe  me  to  be,  dear  ^Ir.  Gladstone, 
"  Faithfully  yours, 

"John  A.  Macdonald." 


I  ■ 


To  those  who  may  not  be  aware  of  the  full  import  of  this- 
notification,  I  may  say  that  no  less  an  authority  than  Lord 
Beaconsfield  has  declared  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath  to  be 
practically  the  highest  meritorious  distinction  in  the  power  of 
the  Sovereign  to  bestow.  In  Sir  John  Macdonald's  case,  the 
honour  was  enhanced  by  the  intimation  that  Her  Majesty 
proposed  to  decorate  him  herself.  A  few  days  after  the  date  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  letter,  he  received  the  Royal  commands  to  go  to 
Windsor,  on  Tuesday  the  25th  of  November,  to  dine  and  sleep 
at  the  Castle.  The  ceremony  of  investiture  took  place  before 
dinner,  in  the  presence  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Mr.  Gladstone, 
Sir  J.  M'Neill,  and  some  members  of  the  Eoyal  Family.  As 
the  guests  stood  awaiting  Her  Majesty's  entrance,  what 
thoughts  may  have  passed  through  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
mind  ?  Perhaps  he  recalled  that  November  afternoon  at 
Ottawa,  when  he  confidently  appealed  to  the  future  for  that  vin- 
dication which  was  denied  him  at  the  time.  Perhaps  he  thought 
of  the  insolent  prediction  of  his  great  rival,  made  twenty-six 
years  before,  that  he  was  then  about  to  retire  from  public  life, 
a  "  thoroughly  used-up  character ; "  or  it  may  be  that  his 
memory  led  him  back  to  his  early  youth,  to  the  day  of  his  first 
visit  to  Windsor  Castle,  and  to  the  deicription  he  wrote  his 
mother  "  of  the  magnificence  of  the  r-^yalty  of  England."  We 
can  only  conjecture.  All  he  told  me  was,  that  before  the 
ceremony  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  was 
exceedingly  cordial  and  pleasant,  and  that  when  he  knelt  before 
his  Sovereign,  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  supplement  the 
formal  act  of  investiture  with  a  few  gracious  words,  expressive 
of  the  pleasure  she  felt  in  thus  recognizing  his  loyal  and  faithfid 
services  to  the  Empire. 

Sir  John  Macdonald  spent  the  Sunday  preceding  his  visit  to 
the  Queen  as  the  guest  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  at  Sandringhani. 
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On  Monday  he  was  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  Beaconsfiekl 
Club.  On  the  day  following  his  return  to  London  from  Windsor, 
he  attended  a  banquet  given  at  the  Empire  Club,  where  a 
brilliant  company  had  assembled  to  do  him  honour.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  the  Marquis  of  Lome.  Upwards  of  eighty 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  were  present,  including  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  the  Marquis  of  Normanby, 
the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
tlie  Viscount  Bury,  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Sir  Charles  Tupper, 
Sir  T.  Brassey,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  and  many  other  distinguished 
personages.  Among  the  letters  of  apology  was  one  from  the 
Prince  of  "Wales,  expressing  the  great  regret  of  His  Eoyal 
Highness  that  he  was  not  able  to  be  present  "  to  do  honour  to 
his  old  personal  friend,  Sir  John  Macdonald."  The  question  of 
Imperial  federation  was  at  that  time  attracting  a  good  deal  of 
attention  in  England.  It  was  known  that  Sir  John  had  had 
the  principal  part  in  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  colonial  federa- 
tion, which  might  prove  the  forerunner  of  the  larger  idea. 
Much  interest,  therefore,  was  felt  in  learning  his  views  upon 
the  great  question  of  Imperial  unity.  As  I  propose  in  another 
chapter  to  devote  a  brief  space  to  this  subject,  I  shall  content 
myself  here  with  saying  that  his  speech  at  this  dinner  conveyed 
the  assurance  that  the  people  of  Canada,  both  from  a  strong 
sentiment  of  loyalty  as  well  as  from  a  consideration  of  their 
political,  moral,  and  material  well-being,  were  fully  resolved  to 
maintain  and  strengthen  by  every  available  means  the  connec- 
tion with  the  mother  country. 

I  have  not  space  to  record  all  the  kind  and  complimentary 
things  said  of  him  that  night,  whether  by  Lord  Lome,  whose 
Prime  Minister  he  had  been,  or,  on  behalf  of  the  Conservatives, 
by  Lord  Salisbury,  who  had  no  better  wish  for  Canada  than 
that  in  her  future  "  she  may  have  many  statesmen  who  will 
shed  as  much  lustre  on  her  history  and  confer  as  many  benefits 
upon  her  people  as  Sir  John  Macdonald  ; "  or,  on  behalf  of  the 
Liberals,  by  the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  who  said  that  "  the  whole 
company  were  met  for  the  purpose  of  signifying  in  the  person 
of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  an  ardent  desire  for  the  unity  of  the 
whole  Empire."  *    The  gratification  experienced  by  Sir  John 

*  For  the  full  account  of  this  dinner  and  the  reports  of  the  speeches  there 
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Macdonald  at  this  spontaneous  testimony  of  Imperial  regard 
was  naturally  great,  yet,  keenly  as  he  must  have  appreciated 
this  splendid  tribute  to  his  political  services,  he  was  before  tlie 
year  closed  to  receive  two  demonstrations  upon  which  ha  placed 
even  a  higher  value  than  that  of  the  Empire  Club.  For  there 
he  was  comparatively  a  stranger.  There  he  represented  an 
idea,  and  he  could  not  avoid  the  reflection  that  the  honours  of 
which  he  was  the  recipient  were  largely  paid  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  Lo  the  foremost  colonial  statesman.  But 
at  home  there  awaited  him  the  expression  of  a  people's  love  for 
himself  personally — not  for  the  Prime  Minister,  or  the  Colonial 
statesman  with  Imperial  ideas,  but  for  their  own  "  John  A.," 
the  fortieth  anniversary  of  whose  entrance  into  public  life  was 
celebrated  at  Montreal  and  Toronto  in  November  with  an 
enthusiasm  that  knew  no  bounds. 

Sir  John  Macdonald  paid  his  last  visit  to  England  in  the 
autumn  of  1885.  He  intended  returning  in  1886 — among  other 
reasons  to  receive  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  the  University  of 
Cambridge  * — but  public  business  compelled  him  to  change  his 
plans.  Had  he  lived,  there  is  little  doubt  he  would  have  gone 
in  the  summer  of  1891. 

It  was  during  his  stay  in  London  in  1885  that  Sir  John 
suggested  to  Cardinal  Manning,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of 
personal  friendship,  the  propriety  of  extending  to  Canada  tlie 
honour  of  representation  in  the  Sacred  College.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  occupant  of  the  Archiepiscopal  See  of  Quebec,  the 

<lclivercd,  see  the  Times,  SLmdard,  and  other  London  papers  of  tlio  27th|of  N  )vemln'i', 
1884. 

*  "  Christ's  College  Lodge,  Cambridge,  June  22,  1886. 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Council  of  the  Senate  of  this  University  to  intimate 
to  you  their  anxiety  to  offer  to  you  the  higliest  honour  at  their  disposal — the  ilouorury 
Degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

"  Should  you  bo  pleased  to  accept  it  they  are  anxious  that  you  should  receive  it  on 
July  9th,  ft  day  on  wliich  a  large  party  organized  by  the  Reception  Committee  of  the 
Exhibition  arc  expected  to  visit  Cambridge. 

"  We  consider  that  such  action  on  your  part  would  much  enhance  the  'iiterest  <>i 
their  visit,  'ind  would  be  gratifying  to  them,  as  it  would  be  to  us. 

"  An  answer  addressed  to  me  at  tlie  Athenunim,  Pall  Mall,  will  find  me  there  until 
Saturday. 

'•  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  faithful  servant, 

"  C.  A.  SwAiNsoN,  Vice  Chancellor. 

"  The  Right  lion.  Sir  John  Macdonald,  Premier  of  Cimada." 


Dhap.  XXIV. 


1885-6.] 


THE  RESTORATION. 


213 


cradle  of  Christianity  on  the  continent  of  America,  was,  by 
reason  of  his  distinguished  name  and  social  position,  eminently 
fitted  to  adorn  a  dignity,  for  which  Sir  John  doubted  not  he 
possessed  higher  qualifications.  Three  months  after  Sir  John's 
return  to  Canada,  he  received  this  letter  from  Cardinal 
Manning : — 

"Archbishop's  House,  Westminster,  S.W.,  April  3,  1886. 
"My  REAR  Sir  John  Macdonald, 

"  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  my  letter  to  the  Holy  Fatiier  has  not 
been  \vithout  result,  and  that  in  the  next  Consistory  you  will  find  your  wishes 
fulfilled.    Let  me  thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  of  doing  the  least 
act  in  showing  my  veneration  for  tlie  Church  in  Canada.  .  .  . 
"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir  John, 
"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Henry  E.  Card.  Maxnixo, 
,  "  Archbishop  of  Westminster." 

At  a  Consistory  held  on  the  7th  of  June,  1886,  the  Most 
Eeverend  Elzear  Alexandre  Taschereau  was  created  "  Cardinal 
Priest  of  the  Holy  Eoman  Church." 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

IMPERIAL  FEDERATION   AND   HOME  RULE. 

Sin  JOHN  MACDONALD'S  attitude  in  regard  to  ISirERIAL  FEDERATION— 
HIS  ADVOCACY  OF  THE  POLICY  OF  INTER-IMl'ERIAL  TRADE — CORUK- 
Sl'ONDENCE  WITH  THE  RIGHT  HON.  W.  II.  SMITH — DEFEN'CE — TRADE  WITH 
AUSTRALiVSIA — IMPORTANCE  TO  IMPERIAL  UNITY  OF  THE  CANADIAN 
PACIFIC  RAILWAY— HOME  RULE  :  LETTERS  TO  LORD  LISGAR  AND  THK 
EARL  OF  CARNARVON  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF — PROFESSOR  GOLDWIN  SMITH's 
CRITICISMS — ADDRESS  BY  CANADIAN  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  ON  THE  IRISH 
QUESTION  CONSIDERED — SIR  JOHN  MACDONALD's  COURSE  IN  RELATION 
THERETO. 


To  a  colonial  statesman  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  stamp,  the 
phrase  "  Imperial  Federation  "  possessed  an  attractive  sound. 
With  the  general  objects  of  that  movement  Sir  John  was  in 
full  sympathy.  On  the  occasion  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Imperial  Federation  League  (November  18,  1884)  in  London, 
he  was  present,  and  made  a  speech  concurring  in  the  views 
there  expressed  by  Lord  Normanby  and  others,  as  to  the  desir- 
ableness of  drawing  more  closely  the  bonds  which  united  the 
colonies  with  the  mother  country.  At  the  banquet  in  his 
honour  a  few  days  later,  he  adverted,  as  we  have  seen,  to  this 
subject,  and  again  expressed  himself  as  favourable  to  the  objects 
of  the  league.  At  the  same  time  he  pointed  out  that  the  many 
and  great  difficulties  which  stood  in  tlie  way  of  Impen.il 
federation  rendered  any  immediate  attempt  to  lay  down  cast- 
iron  rules,  or  to  submit  to  the  colonies  a  cut-and-dried  formula, 
manifestly  inexpedient.  The  problem  presented  by  the  league 
could  only  bo  solved  after  much  intercliange  of  opinion  between 
Imperial  and  colonial  statesmen.  For  this  purpose  time  was 
necessary.  Sir  John  always  declined  to  commit  himself  to  any 
of  the  theories  advanced  bv  certain  of  the  more  enthusiastic 
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members  of  the  league,  believing  that  none  of  them  were 
practicable.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  when  asked 
if  he  were  an  Imperial  Federationist,  he  would  reply  somewhat 
after  this  fashion :  "  That  depends  upon  what  you  mean  by 
Imperial  federation  ?  I  am,  of  course,  in  favour  of  any  feasible 
scheme  that  w.Ul  bring  about  a  closer  union  between  the  various 
portions  of  the  Empire,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  plan 
worked  out  by  which  this  can  be  done.  The  proposal  that 
there  should  be  a  Parliamentary  federation  of  the  Empire  I 
regard  as  impracticable.  I  greatly  doubt  whether  England 
would  agree  that  the  Parliament  which  has  sat  during  so  many 
centuries  at  Westminster  should  be  made  subsidiary  to  a  federal 
legislature.  But,  however  that  might  be,  I  am  quite  sure  that 
Canada  would  never  consent  to  be  taxed  by  a  central  body 
sitting  at  London,  in  which  she  would  have  practically  no 
voice;  for  her  proportionate  number  of  members  in  such  an 
assembly  would  amount  to  little  more  than  an  honorary  repre- 
sentation. That  form  of  Imperial  federation  is  an  idle  dream. 
So  also,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  proposal  to  establish  a  uniform 
tariff'  throughout  the  Empire.  No  colony  would  ever  surrender 
its  right  to  control  its  fiscal  policy." 

But  while  Sir  John  Macdonald  regarded  both  these  schemes 
as  unworkable,  he  by  no  means  despaired  of  the  future  of 
Imperial  federation.  Indeed,  I  may  say  that  he  looked  upon  it 
as  necessary  to  the  continuance  of  the  Empire's  greatness,  that 
some  ibrm  of  co-operation — some  common  bond,  other  tlian  their 
common  allegiance — should  be  established  between  the  colonies, 
uniting  them  with  one  another,  and  with  the  motherland. 
That  bond,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  one  of  material  interest, 
rarliamentary  federation  we  could  not  have,  but  he  saw  no 
insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  commercial  union  between 
England  and  lier  great  colonies.  A  union  for  purposes  of 
defence  and  trade  was,  in  his  judgment,  the  true  Imperial 
ixilicy.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  the  Dominion.  Sir  John 
Macdonald  beHeved  that  a  mutually  preferential  coiumercial 
iirrangement  between  England  and  Canada  under  which  a 
small  duty  should  be  levied  upon  foreign  corn  coming  into  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  a  similar  advantage  accorded  to  British 
manufactures  by  Canada,  would  not  raise  the  price  of  food  in 
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ICngland,*  and  would  result  in  a  large  and  permanent  develop- 
ment of  trade,  both  to  the  mother  country  and  the  colony. 

In  reply  to  the  objection  that  this  policy  was  at  variance 
with  the  deeply  rooted  attachment  of  Englishmen  to  the  doctrine 
of  free-trade,  he  would  answer  that  the  time  was  rapidly 
approaching  when  the  power  of  that  superstition  would  be 
broken,  and  when  Englishmen  would  awake  to  the  supreme 
folly  of  sacrificing  their  material  interests  to  the  worship  of  a 
theory  which  was  every  day  being  disproved  by  the  stern  logic 
of  facts.  Shortly  before  his  death.  Sir  John  Macdonald  received 
two  remarkable  indicatici. '  of  the  change  in  public  sentiment 
at  home,  which  he  confit'Oi<dj  predicted.  In  January,  1891, 
Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  at  that  (A'mi  Premier  of  Cape  Colony, 
delivered  an  address  to  the  City  of  London  branch  of  the 
Imperial  Federation  League,  in  which  he  urged  the  adoption  of 
the  Imperial  trade  policy  advocated  by  Sir  John  Macdonald. 
The  next  day's  Times  contained  a  leading  article  upon  this 
address,  in  which  this  significant  passage  occurs  : — 

"  When,  however,  we  come  to  deal  with  a  commercial  union,  we  tread 
upon  ground  that  has  to  be  traversed  with  caution.  Sir  Grordon  Sprigg  tells 
us  that  free-trade  is  not  a  fetish  in  the  colonies,  and  that  the  theories  of  the 
text-books  are  not  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  fiscal  measure  that 
seems  advantageous.  As  to  the  text-books,  they  are  getting  somewhat  out- 
worn even  here.  Our  modern  economists  have  so  many  qualifications  to 
make  in  the  faie,  square-cut  doctrines  of  the  older  school,  that  the  science  is 
rapidly  becoming  unrecognizable.  There  is  still  a  considerable  amount  of 
fetish  worship,  but  the  ideas  upon  which  any  commercial  union  must  rest  will 
not  in  future  incur  the  furious  and  unreasoning  hostility  that  would  have 
greeted  them  twenty  years  ago.  It  is  getting  to  bo  understood  that  free- 
trade  is  made  for  man,  not  man  for  free-trade,  and  any  changes  that  may 
be  proposed  will  have  a  better  chance  of  being  discussed  upon  their  owti 
merits,  rather  than  in  the  light  of  high  and  dry  theory  backed  by  outcries 
about  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge.    The  British  Empire  is  so  large  and  so  coni- 

*  His  view  was  thot  a  duty  of  soraethiuf;;  like  five  shillings  a  quarter  ou  foreign  corn 
would  suffice  to  secure  the  Englisli  market  to  the  colouies,  and  at  the  same  time  would 
not  affect  tlie  cost  of  bread.  Sir  Charles  Tuppcr,  in  two  able  papers  {Nineteenth 
Century  for  October,  1891,  and  April,  1892),  sets  this  forth  with  great  clcnrIll'^<s. 
He  shows  from  official  reports  that,  in  tlio  years  1890  nnd  1891,  when  the  price  of  corn 
varied  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  a  quarter,  the  fluctuations  had  to  reach  practically 
ton  shillings  a  (juarter  before  it  made  a  halfpenny  difference  in  the  four-pound  loat. 
In  the  latter  article  Sir  Charles  Tapper  states  that,  during  the  Canadian  elections  of 
1891,  he  hod  several  conversations  with  Sir  John  Macdonald  upon  this  subject  of 
"  intor-imperial "  trade,  and  that  their  views  practically  coincided. 
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pletely  self-supporting,  that  it  could  very  well  aftbrd,  for  the  sake  of  a  serious 
political  gain,  to  surround  itself  with  a  moderate  fence.  There  would,  of 
course,  be  some  enonomic  disadvantage  in  a  customs  union,  but  if  a  larger 
political  advantage  could  bo  gained,  there  is  no  sound  reason  that  we  know  of 
why  the  transaction  should  not  be  regarded,  like  any  other,  in  the  light  of 
expediency."  * 

A  fortnight  after  these  words  were  written  the  Canadian 
Parliament  was  dissolved.  The  general  election  which  followed 
was  on  the  question  of  commercial  union  with  the  United 
States,  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  opposed.  The  polling  took 
place  on  the  5th  of  March.  On  the  7th,  the  Eight  Honourable 
W.  H.  Smith,  then  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  leader  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  wrote  him : — 


"  [Private.] 


"  3,  Grosvenor  Tlaee,  S.W.,  March  7,  1891. 


"My  dkau  Sin  John, 

"  Let  me  congratulate  you  on  success.  It  is  not  so  big  as  I  sliould 
have  wished,  but  I  am  very  glad  indeed,  for  the  sake  of  the  old  country,  that 
you  have  won. 

"  It  is  disquieting  to  see  that  Ontario  and  Quebec  have  not  given  you  a 
inajority,  but  there,  I  suppose,  the  McKinley  Tariff  hits  hard. 

"  What  can  we  do  ?  What  course  is  open  to  us  ?  Retaliatory  duties  are, 
I  fear,  almost  impossible  for  us  here,  as  they  could  only  bo  placed  on  bread 
stuffs,  and  our  workmen  are  easily  inflamed  by  a  cry  of  dear  food  ;  but  what 
other  method  exists  to  preserve  our  own  market  and  re-open  yours  ? 

"  Do  not  understand  me  as  advocating  such  duties,  but  I  am  sensible  of 
the  extreme  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  of  the  future,  and  I  want  light. 

''  For  the  present  your  elections  give  us  time  to  breathe  and  to  think. 
Understand,  I  write  for  myself  alone,  and  in  strict  confidence. 

*'  Yours  sincerely, 

"  W.  II.  Smith." 

This  cry  for  light,  coming  from  the  leader  of  the  Imperial 
House  of  Commons,  was  a  distinct  admission  that  free-trade 
was  not  all-in-all,  and  was  so  interpreted  by  Sir  John  Macdonald, 

who  thus  replied  : — 

« 

"  [Private.] 

"  EarnsclifTe,  Ottawa,  April  8,  1891. 

"My  dear  Mr.  Smith, 

"  I*ardon  me  for  not  sooner  answering  your  kind  note 


of  congratulation. 


Times,  Jiiuuiiry  15,  18S)1. 
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"  During  the  contest  I  forgot  that  I  was  an  old  man,  and 
overworked  myself.  I  am  now  only  gathering  myself  together 
and  working  off  arrears  r>f  ^^rrespondence.     •     *     *     * 

" '  How  can  we  be  aided  by  the  mother  country  ? '  is  the 
question  of  the  day,  and  it  is  hard  to  answer. 

"  Nothing  effectual  can  be  done  until  after  Lord  Salisbury 
goes  to  the  country.  If  he  win — which  Heaven  grant — some 
Imperial  policy  can  be  framed  and  carried  out.  Meanwhile, 
manufacturers  and  their  working  people  must,  or  rather  should, 
be  taught,  that  they  can  find  friendly  and  expanding  markets 
in  the  colonies,  if  they  are  treated  in  the  same  spirit.  Take 
Canada,  for  instance  :  our  tariff  is  a  revenue  tariff  in  substance, 
and  averages  30  per  cent.,  while  the  prohibitory  tariff  of  the 
U.S.  averages  ful^y  GO  r  cent.  Now,  Canada  has  undertaken 
the  development  of  iier  resources  on  so  large  a  scale  that  she 
must  have  revenue,  and  from  various  causes  can  only  look  to 
customs  and  excise  foi.  >.  (.^  ^iJe,  therefore,  she  cannot  promise 
a  reduction  of  her  customs  duties,  she  will  be  quite  ready  to 
give  British  goods  a  preference  of  5  or  even  10  per  cent,  in  our 
markets  if  our  products  receive  a  corresponding  preference  in 
England.  The  United  States  are  the  chief  rivals  of  English 
manufacturers  with  us  at  present ;  with  such  a  differential  scale 
of  duties  as  I  suggest,  all  that  we  do  not  make  ourselves  would 
be  supplied  by  the  mother  country. 

"  I  sec  that  Mr.  Cecil  Khodes  is  in  favour  of  such  a  policy, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  Australasia  would  adopt  it. 

"  The  Americans  boast  that  such  is  the  extent  and  diversity 
of  their  soil,  and  climate,  and  products,  that  they  are  independent 
of  the  rest  of  the  world.  But  they  cannot  compare  with  the 
British  Empire  in  those  respects.  It  is  a  world  in  itself.  But 
I  must  not  weary  you  with  my  speculations. 
"  Again  thanking  you  for  your  good  wishes. 
"  Believe  me 

"  Yours  very  sincerely, 

"John  A.  Macdonald.* 

."  The  Rt.  llonble.  W.  II.  Smitli,  M.P.,  etc." 

*  Hud  Sir  John  Macdimnld  lived  eleven  montls  longer,  he  would  linvo  received  n 
still  more  siguiflcaut  iudieiition  of  the  fultilraent  of  hia  predictions  that  Kniflish  states- 
men were  lust  cimiing  to  view  this  question  in  the  liglit  of  practical  experience.     lu 
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Sir  John  Macdonald  had  long  favoured  the  idea  of  a 
preferential  arrangement  with  the  mother  country.  A  few 
weeks  before  his  death,  he  makes  this  clear,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend : — 

"  I  agree  with  you  that  we  should  have  a  Eeciprocity  Treaty 
with  England.  Years  ago,*  I,  with  Sir  Leonard  Tilley  and  Sir 
Charles  Tupper,  made  a  proposition  to  that  effect,  while  we 
were  on  a  visit  to  London.  The  difficulty  is  that  no  English 
statesman  has  yet  mustered  courage  to  take  up  the  question. 
Lord  Salisbury  will  probably  go  to  the  country  next  summer, 
and,  if  successful,  I  shall  renew  the  proposal.  "We  can  hope 
nothing  from  Gladstone,  so  we  must  watch  events."  f 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  defence,  Canada,  under  the 
administration  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  by  the  construction  of 
an  Imperial  highway  across  the  continent,  and  by  the  grant  of 

a  speech  delivered  at  Hastings,  May  18,  1892,  the  MarquLs  of  Salisbury,  then  Prime 
Minister  of  England,  gave  utterance  to  these  words : — 

"England  only  maintains  the  position  which  she  occupies  by  the  vast  industries 
existing  here,  but  a  danger  is  growing  up.  Forty  or  tifty  years  ago  everybody 
l)clieved  free-trade  had  conquered  the  world,  and  prophesied  tliat  every  nation  would 
follow  the  example  of  England.  The  results,  however,  are  not  yet  realized.  Despite 
the  prophecies  of  the  free-trade  advocates,  foreign  nations  are  advocating  protection. 
They  are  excluding  us  from  their  markets  and  are  trying  to  kill  our  trade,  and  this 
state  of  tilings  seems  to  grow  worse.  "We  live  in  an  age  of  war  tariffs.  An  important 
point  is,  tluit  while  nations  are  doing  everything  to  obtain  each  other's  commercial 
favour,  none  is  anxious  about  the  favour  of  Great  Britain,  because  Great  Britain  has 
."tiipped  herself  of  the  armour  and  weapons  with  which  the  battle  is  to  be  fought. 
Now  as  to  the  attitude  which  we  have  taken.  Kegarding  it  as  disloyalty  to  the 
glorious  and  sacred  doctrines  of  free-trade  to  impose  duties  ou  anybody  for  the  sake  of 
iiiiything  we  get,  thereby  may  he  noble,  but  it  is  not  business  like.  On  these  terms 
you  will  and  do  get  nothing.  If  you  intend  to  hold  your  own  in  this  conflict  of  tariffs 
you  must  be  prepared  to  refuse  nations  which  injure  you  access  to  your  markets.  We 
complain  most  of  the  United  States,  and  it  so  happens  that  the  United  States  mainly 
furnishes  us  with  articles  which  are  essential  to  the  good  of  tiie  people  and  uitli  raw 
material  which  is  necessary  to  our  manufacturers.  "VVe  cannot  exclude  either  \tithout 
serious  injury  to  ouraelves.  I  am  not  prepared,  in  order  to  punish  otiier  cotmtries,  to 
inflict  dangerous  wcmnds  on  ourselves.  We  must  confine  ourselves  to  those  matters 
wliereiu  \>e  sliall  not  suffer  much  whether  importations  ccmtinue  or  diminish.  While 
we  caimot  raise  the  price  of  food  and  raw  Tuaterial,  there  is  an  enormous  mass  of 
imjjorts,  such  as  wine,  spirits,  silk,  gloves  and  hice  from  countries  beside  the  United 
States,  which  are  merely  luxuries,  and  of  which  a  diminished  consumption  might  lie 
linked  in  order  to  secure  access  to  the  markets  of  our  neighbours.  1  shall  expect  to  hv 
I'Miinimunicated  f(u-  propounding  such  a  doctrine,  but  I  nm  bound  to  say  that  I  think 
file  free- traders  have  gone  too  far." 

•  in  1879. 

t  To  J.  S.  Ilelmckeu,  Esq.,  M.D.,  dated  Ottawa,  March  30,  1891. 
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liberal  subsidies  to  Atlantic  and  Pacific  lines  of  steamships,  has 
provided  means  of  rapid  communication  between  the  centre  ami 
the  extremities  of  the  Empire,  which  must  not  only  further  the 
material  development  of  each  part,  but  also  promote  the  security 
of  the  whole.  She  has  thus  shown  in  the  most  practical  manner 
her  willingness  to  co-operate  in  tlie  Empire's  defence,  and  given 
a  pledge  that  her  efforts  in  the  future  will  not  be  less  than  they 
have  been  in  the  past. 

In  regard  to  the  possibility  of  trade  with  Australia,  Sir  John 
was  an  enthusiast  in  his  views.  He  firmly  believed  that  the 
community  of  interests  between  the  mother  country  and  her 
great  colonies,  which  he  strove  to  promote,  would  surely  be 
established,  and  that  Canada,  from  her  geographical  position  iii 
relation  to  Great  Britain,  the  East,  and  Australia,  could  not 
fail  to  reap  untold  benefits  thereby.  It  was  the  fixity  of  this 
belief  which  enabled  him  to  carry  to  completion,  in  the  face  of 
opposing  forces  of  every  kind,  his  project  of  uniting  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Pacific  by  a  railway  running  exclusively  through 
British  territory.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  is  now  an 
accomplished  fact,  and  no  one  who  witnesses  the  desire  of 
the  public  men  of  Canada  and  Australia  for  closer  inter- 
course, can  doubt  that  before  many  years  the  anticipations 
of  its  builder  will  be  realized,  and  that  Canada,  as  the 
essential  link  between  England  and  her  far  distant  colonies, 
will  share  in  the  prosperity  and  greatness  which  Sir  John 
Macdonald  hoped  and  believed  would  distinguish,  for  ages 
to  come,  the  mighty  Empire  whose  interests  lay  so  near  his 
heart. 

Among  the  latest  important  utterances  of  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald on  the  subject  of  British  connection,  I  may  refer  to 
a  speech  delivered  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  public  banquet 
of  the  Queen's  University,  Kingston,  at  which  he  reiterated  and 
emphasized  the  conviction  of  a  lifetime  in  these  words : — 

"I  am  satisfied  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
Canada  are  in  favour  of  the  continuance  and  perpetuation  of 
the  connection  between  the  Dominion  and  the  mother  country. 
There  is  nothing  to  gain  and  everything  to  lose  by  separation. 
I  believe  that  if  any  party  or  person  were  to  announce  or  declare 
such  a  thing,  whether  by  annexation  with  the  neighbouring 
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country,  the  great  republic  to  tlie  south  of  us,  or  by  declar- 
ing for  independence,  I  believe   that  the   people   of  Canada 
would  say  '  No.'     We  are  content,  we  are  prosperous,  we  have 
prospered  under  the  flag  of  England ;  and  I  say  that  it  would 
be  unwise,  that  we  should  be  lunatics,  to  change  the  certain 
present  happiness  for  the  uncertain  chances  of  the  future.     I 
always  remember,  when  this  occurs  to  me,  the  Italian  epitaph : 
'  I  was  well,  I  would  be  better,  and  here  I  am.'     We  are  well 
we  know,  all  are  well,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  Canada  are  of  the  same  opinion  which  I  now 
venture  to  express  here.     For  the  language  which  I  heard  this 
morning,  the  language  which  I  liave  heard  this   afternoon, 
and  the  language  which  I  have  heard  to-night  show  that,  at 
ull  events,  all    who   are  connected    with  the   University   of 
Queen's  are  men  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  the  connection 
between  the  Dominion  and  (Jreat  Britain.     I  say  that  it  would 
bring  ruin  and  misfortune,  any  separation  from  the  United 
Kingdom,     I  believe  that  is  the  feeling  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment of  Canada,  and  I  am   certain   that   any   party,  or   the 
supposed  party,  making  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Canada,  or 
any  persons  attempting  to  form  a  party  on  the  principle  of 
separation    from    England,  no    matter  whether    they  should 
propose  to  walk  alone,  or  join  another  country,  I  believe  that 
the  people  of  Canada  would  rise  almost  to  a  man  and  say, '  No, 
we  will  do  as  our  fathers  have  done.     We  are  content,  and  our 
cliildren  are  content,  to  live  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain.'  " 

Upon  the  burning  question  of  Home  Eule  for  Ireland,  the 
antithesis  of  the  idea  of  Imperial  unity.  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
views  can  be  clearly  outlined.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  to  say,  that,  in  relation  to  this,  as  to  all  other  questions 
of  Imperial  concern,  he  was  a  Unionist  to  the  core,  and, 
as  such,  deprecated  the  policy  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  whicli  he 
regarded  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the  security,  if  not  the 
existence  of  the  United  Kingdom.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
equally  true  that  he  entertained  a  sympathy  for  tlie  Irish 
race  in  their  misfortunes,  which  centuries  of  inisgovern- 
ment  had  entailed.  From  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Butt's 
agitation  in  1870,  he  had  given  his  attention  to  the  problem 
that  their  unsatisfactory  political  condition  presented.     While 
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in  Washington,  in  1871,  he  found  leisure,  among  his  pressing 
duties  as  Higli  Commissioner,  to  elaborate  a  scheme  for  the 
local  self-government  of  Ireland,  which  at  that  time  might  have 
gone  far  to  satisfy  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  its  people. 

Thus,  in  1871,  he  wrote  to  Lord  Lisgar: — 

"  As  I  have  finished  my  treaty-making  work,  I  propose  to 
jot  down,  as  suggested  by  Your  Excellency,  a  summary  of 
our  conversation  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  you  at 
Spencer  Wood  in  September  last.  ^ 

"  Ireland  is  now  demanding  a  home  Parliament  and  home 
legislation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  evident  that  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  unable  to  do  all  the 
work  that  is  thrown  upon  it.  It  is  worth  while,  therefore, 
to  consider  whether  the  wishes  of  Ireland  might  not  be 
gratified  to  a  reasonable  extent,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
British  House  of  Commons  be  relieved  of  a  portion  of  the  work, 
the  accumulation  of  which  at  present  clogs  and  impedes 
Imperial  legislation. 

"  The  repeal  of  the  Union  and  the  restoration  of  the  Irish 
Parliament,  with  all  the  powers  that  it  enjoyed  in  1800,  is, 
it  seems  tu  me,  entirely  out  of  the  question.  With  the  feeling 
of  hostility  to  everything  English  that  now  exists  and  will 
long  continue  in  Ireland,  it  is  certain  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  latter  would  at  once  commence  to  undo  everything  that 
has  been  done  by  the  united  Parliament.  Public  men  would 
vie  with  each  other  in  expressions  of  enmity  against  England 
and  the  English,  and  that  party  would  be  the  most  popular 
which  would  adopt  the  most  extreme  course  in  thwarting  the 
policy  of  Britain,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

"The  establishment  of  a  home  Parliament  with  limited 
powers,  such,  for  instance,  as  those  conferred  on  the  provincial 
legislatures  of  Canada,  would,  if  possible,  be  still  more 
objectionable.  Great  impatience  at  the  restrictions  would  at 
once  be  displayed,  and  an  agitation  early  commenced  for  their 
removal,  reviving  all  the  old  reminiscences  and  struggles 
about  Poyning's  law  and  the  commercial  regulations  of  yore. 
Every  attempt  would  be  made  to  overstep  their  jurisdiction 
by  Bills  so  ingeniously  drawn  as  to  leave  a  doubt  whether 
they  were  ultra  vires  or  not. 
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"  We,  as  you  know,  have  found  great  difficulty  in  keeping 
the  subordinate  legislatures  in  Canada  from  exceeding  their 
po,  ers,  but  our  difficulty  is  as  nothing  when  compared  with 
the  trouble  that  would  be  given  to  the  Imperial  Government 
by  the  Irish  Legislature.  What  they  could  not  do  by  Bill, 
they  would  endeavour  to  do  by  resolution,  petition,  address, 
remonstrance,  etc.,  etc. 

"Experience  shows  us  what  continued  agitation  will  do 
as  to  Irish  matters.  In  the  long  run  the  English  people  and 
Parliament  will,  from  a  mere  sense  of  weariness,  yield,  as 
they  have  always  done,  to  Irish  turbulence,  and  then  would 
come  the  severance  from  England. 

"This  severance  would  in  such  case  be  complete,  for  the 
sentiment  of  loyalty  and  of  attachment  to  monarchical  institu- 
tions seems  altogether  to  have  faded  away  in  Ireland.  The 
consequence  would  be  a  rampant  democracy,  such  as  we  see 
at  this  moment  dominating  in  Paris. 

"How,  then,  can  the  proposed  object  be  attained  without 
danger  to  the  Empire  ?  I  think  it  can  be  done  on  the  divide  et 
impera  principle.    My  plan  is  shortly  this : — 

"That  the  members  from  each  of  the  four  provinces  of 
Ireland,  who  are  elected  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  should 
form  Grand  Committees,  to  meet  in  their  several  provinces  in 
annual  sessions,  say  in  November.  In  these  committees  all 
measures  of  a  local  and  private  nature  should  be  initiated,  and 
upon  them  should  be  conferred  limited  powers  of  direct  taxation. 
These  powers  might  be  very  limited  at  first,  to  be  afterwards 
increased,  as  experience  proved  that  it  might  be  done  with  safety. 

"  In  carrying  the  measures  through  these  local  bodies,  all 
the  forms  and  checks  of  the  House  of  Commons  should  be 
observed  and  maintained,  and  the  Bills,  after  third  reading, 
returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  only 
question  to  be  raised  there  being  whether  the  measures  were 
ultra  vires  or  not. 

"  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  any  details  as  to  the  measures 
which  might  properly  be  entrusted  to  the  local  bodies,  but 
reference  might  profitably  be  made  to  the  division  of  powers 
between  the  local  and  general  legislatures  of  Canada  in 
that  regard. 
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"  While  an  Irish  Legislature,  even  with  limited  powers, 
might  be  too  strong  to  be  kept  in  proper  restraint,  these  four 
separate  bodies  could  not  become  formidable.  There  would 
be  little  danger  of  their  joining  together  in  any  concerted 
action. 

"  It  would  be  well  to  reserve  to  the  Imperial  Government 
and  Parliament  authority  to  suspend  the  powers  of  any  of 
the  Grand  Committees,  in  case  of  persistent  abuse.  This  wouLI 
operate  as  a  check,  and,  if  put  in  force  against  any  one  province, 
would  be  a  significant  and,  I  think,  a  sufficient  warning  to 
the  others. 

"  In  order  to  relieve  tlie  House  of  Commons  effectually  of 
the  private  and  local  legislation,  which  hampers  it  so  much, 
and  obstructs  the  progress  of  legislation  in  an  Imperial  sense, 
the  same  system  might  be  adopted  for  England  and  Scotland. 
England  might  be  divided  into  'north'  and  'south'  of  the 
Humber,  or  into  as  many  sub-divisions  as  was  thought  expe- 
dient, and  the  ancient  principality  might  have  a  little  Parlia- 
ment of  its  own,  in  the  shape  of  a  Grand  Committee. 

"  The  Scotch  members  manage  Scottish  affairs  at  present  in 
a  committee-room  at  Westminster.  They,  however,  attend  to 
all  measures,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  affecting 
Scotland.  This  custom  has,  I  suppose,  originated  in  the 
pledge  given  in  the  Act  of  Union,  that  the  laws  of  Scotland 
should  not  be  altered  except  for  the  manifest  advantage  of 
the  people  of  Scotland.  Under  this  stipulation,  no  matter  how 
important  the  alteration  of  a  Scottish  law  may  be  to  Imperial 
interests,  yet,  if  it  be  not  for  the  manifest  advantage  of 
Scotland,  it  cannot  be  altered  without  a  breach  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Union  Act.  It  would,  however,  I  suppose,  gratify 
Edinburgh  and  the  Scottish  Lion  if  a  Grand  Committee,  such 
as  I  have  mentioned,  with  like  powers,  were  to  assemble 
there.  The  Scotch  members  could  still  attend  to  matters  of 
a  general  nature  as  they  do  at  present. 

"  If  a  general  plan  of  this  kind  were  adopted,  the  only 
measures  of  a  private  or  local  nature  which  would  remain  for 
the  British  Parliament  to  deal  with  would  be  those  affecting 
more  than  one  of  the  provinces.  In  Canada,  for  instance,  when 
an  Act  of  incorporation  for  a  railway  is  wanted,  application 
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one  province, 


must  be  made  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion,  if 
such  railway  is  to  extend  beyond  the  bounds  of  any  one 
province.  The  Imperial  Parliament  would  therefore  have 
amj)le  time  to  dispose  of  the  great  questions  of  general  and 
Imperial  interest,  which  are  alone  worthy  of  its  attention. 

"  It  may  be  said  that  this  plan  would  entail  a  great 
amount  of  work  on  the  members.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
considerably  diminish  it. 

"Your  experience  must  have  shown  you  how  much  time 
is  wasted  by  the  intermingling  of  private  with  public  business, 
imd  how  even  a  great  measure  is  impeded  in  its  progress  by 
the  necessity  of  adjourning  over  private  Bill  days. 

"Tlie  provincial  Assemblies  having  nothing  but  private 
business  to  do,  would  give  the  measures  full  consideration, 
and  despatch  them  in  half  the  time  they  would  occupy  if 
before  the  central  Parliament;  and,  in  the  same  way,  the 
progress  of  legislation  at  Westminster,  not  being  obstructed 
by  discussions  on  petty  matters,  would  be  greatly  accelerated. 

"On  the  whole,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  no  greater  draft 
would  be  made  on  the  members  by  this  arrangement  than  at 
iresent,  while  they  would  be  nearer  home  and  more  accessible 
to  their  constituents  desiring  to  consult  them  on  local  matters. 

"It  would,  I  think,  be  a  mistake  to  elect  men  to  sit  in 
these  local  Legislatures  only.  There  is  no  necessity  for  it. 
The  men  so  selected  would  be  inferior  in  every  way,  and,  being 
elected  for  local  purposes,  would  represent  only  local  interests 
and  prejudices.  Besides,  they  would  be  setting  themselves 
up  in  opposition  to  the  general  Parliament,  and  would  take 
pride  in  doing  so.  The  members  elected  for  the  Imperial 
Parliament  represent  the  people  in  every  way  as  much  as 
mere  local  representatives  could  do.  They  understand  their 
interests  as  well,  and  any  provincialism  in  their  politics  and 
undue  subservience  to  local  prejudice  would  be  cured  by  their 
chief  responsibility  being  as  members  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. 

"I  would  propose  that  after  a  local  measure,  reported  by 
Grand  Committee,  has  received  one  reading  in  the  Commons,  it 
should  go  to  the  Upper  House.  The  House  of  Lords  wants 
work,  and  the  great  functions  of  that  august  body  as  a  regulator 

VOL.  II.  Q 


w' 


226        MEMOIRS  OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD.   [Chap.  XXV. 

of  the  legislation  of  the  country  cannot  be  better  exercised  tlian 
in  the  supervision  of  this  local  legislation.  The  Lords  would 
keep  such  legislation  in  some  degree  of  harmony,  and  prevent 
eccentric  attacks  on  the  rights  of  property,  which  might  he 
popular  in  some  quarters  or  provinces. 

"  Such  are  the  general  outlines  of  my  plan,  which  I  send  to 
Your  Excellency  for  what  they  are  worth."  * 

Tourteen  years  later  he  thus  addressed  Lord  Carnarvon,  at 
the  time  the  newly  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on 
the  same  subject : — 

"I  have  watched  Your  Excellency's  progress  with  great 
interest,  have  wondered  at  your  success,  and  still  more  at  Lady 
Carnarvon's  courage.  May  your  course  continue  to  have  :dl 
the  success  it  deserves.  I  presume  that  the  subject  of  local 
and  municipal  government  will  greatly  engage  your  attention. 
I  do  not  fear  giving  the  Irish  people  considerable  powers  of 
local  self-government  and  taxation  so  much  as  many  in  England 
do.  They  are  frightened  by  the  conduct  of  the  city  and  town 
corporations,  and  by  the  accounts  of  the  abominable  corruptiuus 
of  New  York  and  other  cities  in  the  United  States. 

"  But  in  rural  America,  whether  British  or  Eepublicau, 
experience  has,  I  think,  shown  tliat  the  Irish  people  can  l)e 
trusted.  The  Celtic  Irishman,  like  the  French  peasant,  tho' 
not  so  steadily  industrious  as  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is  savini^, 
economical,  has  few  wants,  likes  to  hoard  his  gains,  and  has  a 
horror  of  taxation.  He  will  vote  for  extravagant  expendituir 
in  cities,  as,  from  the  concentrated  wealth  there,  the  burden  of 
taxation  must  fall  chiefly  on  the  ricli,  and  the  taxes  are  expended 
in  city  improvements,  from  which  he  gets  much  more  as  wages 
th'^n  he  contributes  as  a  tax-payer.  Tlie  more  money  in  the 
city  purse,  tho  more  jobs  for  the  working  man.  In  the  country 
it  is  quite  different,  and  our  experience  in  Canada  is  that  the 


*  Biitoil  Mny  1 1 ,  1871.  i  lie  I'oHowing  day  he  wroto :  "  In  my  letter  of  yofiterdiiy 
I  au}?jj;csti;;l  that  n  Grand  Coniniittoo  hIkuiIcI  bo  appointod  for  eacli  til'  tlie  t'liir 
proviuces  of  Ireland.  Thin  may  ho  considored  too  niiiny,  and  if  only  two  i.ncli  cuiii- 
mittees  were  cstahlinhcd  they  miirht  not  ho  too  pownrfu'  for  nnuuvuement.  It  nii^lit, 
]U'rhaps,  ho  moro  convenient  that,  while  England  nhonld  ho  divided  into  siveral 
l)rovince»,  tho  committees  for  those  proviueen  fdnmld  all  fit  at  Westminster.  S"  it 
mij,Mit,  perliaps,  ho  with  respect  to  Scotland,  hat  I  shonld  think  that  the  old  national  hi  1- 
iug  would  be  gratified  by  seeing  the  ghost  of  u  I'arliumcit  ro-ussumble  at  Edinhuri:!i." 
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Irish  farmer  is  as  chary  of  voting  for  an  increase  of  taxation  for 
municipal  or  school  purposes  as  his  English  or  Scotch  neigh- 
bour. In  fact,  he  is  penurious  to  meanness.  He  knows  his 
vote  for  an  increase  is  certain  to  take  money  out  of  his  pocket, 
and  that  no  portion  of  it  will  come  directly  back  to  him,  1 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Americans  have  the  same  experience. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  a  measure  could  be  framed  for  Ireland, 
by  which  the  poorest  cotter  would  be  obliged  to  pay  something 
for  his  hut,  or  his  pig  and  his  cow,  and  so  that  any  increase 
voted  by  the  municipal  body  would  involve  an  addition  to  his 
rates,  he  would  be  slow  to  add  to  his  own  burdens  for  the  sake 
of  largely  taxing  the  castle  or  the  manor  house.  He  would,  nu 
doubt,  like  to  liave  the  pleasure  of  taxing  his  landlord  to  any 
extent,  if  he  could  do  so  without  taxing  himself.  If  the  normal 
rate,  for  instance,  were  a  farthing  on  the  pound,  he  would  be 
slow  to  increase  it  to  a  ha'penny,  if  he  has  to  pay  the  additional 
farthing ;  but  the  municipal  body  should  not  be  allowed  to  fix 
the  values  of  property  for  taxation,  or  to  grant  exemptions,  as 
they  should  be  statutory.  The  smallest  hut  should  pay  a  fixed 
rate  on  the  pound  ;  the  house  with  two  winilows  ;  the  house 
with  two  storeys,  and  so  on,  should  do  so  too,  and  so  with  the 
acreage.  This  was  the  old  system  in  Upper  Canada,  and  it 
worked  well.  Now  larger  powers  are  given.  Values  aro 
assessed  fairly,  and  the  Irish  have  learned  to  be  like  other 
people.  lUit  as  a  commencement  in  Ireland,  it  seems  to  mo 
tliat  our  old  systen'.  would  be  the  safer.  All  this  may  be  very 
crude  and  inapplicable  to  Ireland,  and  jn'ove  my  ignorance  of 
its  conditions.  However,  I  liave  thought  that  you  would  not 
dislike  to  know  our  experience  as  to  the  fitness  of  our  Irish  for 
self-government."  * 

Sir  John  IMacdonald's  course  in  relation  to  the  addresses  on 
the  subject  of  Homo  Paile  passed  at  various  times  by  the  House 
of  Commons  of  wdiich  he  was  leader,  has  been  criticizetl  and 
misrepresented  at  home  by  Professor  (loldwin  Smith  and  others 
whom  Mr.  (ioldwin  Smith  has  misled.  It  seems  proper,  there- 
fore, that  T  should  briefly  narrate  what  actually  took  place  in 
the  Canadian  Parliament  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  make 

*  To  ]Ii,s  Exi'dleuey  tho  Eiiil  of  Ciirniirvo;.,  ilatal  Uivil'ie  dii  Loup,  Si'iiti'iulRT 
S,  18S,). 
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clear  Sir  John  MacdonakVs  share  of  responsibility  in  connection 
therewith. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1888,  the  Twics  published  a 
letter  from  Professor  Goldwin  Smith  on  "Canada  and  Com- 
mercial Union,"  in  which  this  sentence  occurs  : — 

"  I  have  seen  something  of  iirotectionist '  loyalty.'  It  was  not  from  tliat 
quarter  that,  when  we  were  struggling  to  prevent  Canada  from  being  used  to 
abet  the  dismemberment  of  the  United  Kingdom,  sympathy  or  assistance 
came.  The  political  chief  of  this  commercial  interest  it  was  who,  to  conciliate 
the  Irish  vote,  set  going  a  series  of  Home  Rule  resolutions  in  Canadian 
Legislatures.  He  was  represented  the  other  day,  no  doubt  with  the  sair 
object,  by  a  member  of  his  Cabinet  at  the  Nationalist  meeting  of  Sir  Thoma> 
Esmonde.  In  discerning  who  really  love  her,  England  is  sometimes  as  blind 
as  Lear." 

Three  times  within  recent  years  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Canada  adopted  addresses  to  Her  Majesty  on  this  subject. 

The  first  occasion  was  in  1882,  when  a  series  of  resolutions 
were  proposed  by  a  private  member,  acting  as  spokesman  of  the 
Irish  Home  Eulers  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  Sir  John 
Macdonald  was  in  nowise  responsible  for  their  introduction. 
Through  his  influence  they  were  modified,  and,  as  passed,  the 
address  was  such  as  no  Unionist  could  take  excoption  to.  The 
nature  and  extent  of  these  modifications  can  best  be  judged  l)y 
a  comparison  of  the  original  resolutions  and  their  final  form, 
which  I  give,  omitting  the  formal  paragraphs. 


RESOLUTIONS,  1882. 


As  originally  jit'oposed. 

"  We  would  most  respectfully  pray, 
may  it  please  Your  ^lajcsty,  that  some 
such  form  of  local  self  tfovennnent 
may  bo  extended  to  Ireland,  as  is 
noAV  enjoyed  by  the  priwincos  com- 
prising this  Dominion  of  Canada,  and 
under  whicii  Your  Majesty's  Canadian 
Bubjects  have  prospered  exceedingly, 
BO  that  Ireland  may  become  a  source 
of  strength  to  Your  Majesty's  Empire, 
and  that  Your  Majesty's  Irish  subjects 
at  homo  and  abroad  may  feel  the 


As  aci^niesced  in  hy  Sir  John 
Macdonald. 

"  Wo  desire  respectfully  to  sugg(?st 
10  Your  Majesty  that  Canada  and  its 
inhabitants  have  j)rospc;od  exceed- 
ingly under  a  federal  system,  allowing; 
to  each  province  of  the  Dominion 
considerable  powers  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  would  venture  to  express 
a  hope  that,  if  consistent  with  tlie 
integrity  and  well-being  of  llio 
Empire,  and  if  the  rights  and  status 
of  the  minority  are  fully  protected  uml 
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same  pride  in  the  greatness  of  Your 
3Iajesty's  Empire,  the  same  venera- 
tion for  the  justice  of  Your  Majesty's 
rule,  and  the  same  devotion  to,  and 
affection  for,  our  common  flag,  wliich 
are  now  felt  by  all  classes  of  Your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  this 
Dominion. 

"  We  would  further  most  respect- 
fully pray  that  Your  Majesty  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into 
Your  Majesty's  favourable  considera- 
tion the  cases  cf  those  persons  who 
are  now  suffering  imprisonment  in 
Ireland,  charged  with  political  of- 
fences, with  a  view  to  extending  to 
tliem  Your  Most  Gracious  Majesty's 
Koyal  clemencj',  so  that,  with  their 
release,  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
civil  liberty  may  be  once  more  re- 
t^tored  to  all  parts  of  Your  Majesty's 
Empire." 


secured,*  some  means  may  bo  found 
of  meeting  the  expressed  desire  of  so 
many  of  Your  Irish  subjects  in  that 
regard,  so  that  Ireland  may  become  a 
source  of  strength  to  Your  ^lajesty's 
Empire,  and  that  Your  Majesty's  Irish 
subjects  at  home  and  abroad  may 
feel  the  same  pride  in  the  greatness 
of  Your  Majesty's  Empire,  the  same 
veneration  for  the  justice  of  Your 
Majesty's  nde,  and  the  same  devotion 
to,  and  affection  for,  our  common  flag 
as  are  now  felt  by  all  classes  of  Your 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  th'- 
Dominion. 

"  Wo  -.vould  further  express  a  hope 
that  die  time  has  come  when  Your 
Majesty's  clemency  may,  without 
injury  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  be  extended  to  those  per- 
sons who  are  now  imprisoned  in 
Ireland  charged  with  political  offences 
only,  and  the  inestimable  blessing  of 
personal  liberty  restored  to  them." 


The  only  result  produced  by  this  address  was  a  polite 
invitation  to  the  House  of  Commons  from  Mr.  Gladstone  to 
mind  its  own  business.! 

*  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  read  "sure  means,"  and  this  rendering 
iii  to  bo  found  in  Hansard  and  tlio  Votes  and  Proceedings.  The  Avord  "sure"  is 
uevertliolcss  a  misprint.  Tlio  original  manuscript  reads  "  somu,"  and  the  following 
txtnu't  from  a  luttor  addrussed,  a  few  days  aftor  tlio  adoption  of  the  rosolutions,  liy 
Sir  Jolm  ^[acdonuld  to  tlio  Govornor  Genoral  makes  it  clear  that  this  is  the  rendering 
he  uiulorstood.     Tlio  italics  are  his  own. 

"  Your  Excelloncy  will  see  tiiat  the  liftli  panigruph,  instead  of  praying  for  Homo 
Rule  uiUMmditioniilly,  now  '  vunturos  to  express  u  hojio  tliiit,  if  consistent  with  the 
iiittijriti)  ami  xeclUbcimj  nf  the  Empire,'  and  if  tiio  rights  and  status  of  tho  minority  are 
lully  protected  and  secured,  some  moans  may  ho  f(juiid  of  mooting  tlie  oxprossod  desire 
lit  so  luiiiiy  of  llor  JFajusty's  sulijocts  in  tliat  regard."  (from  Sir  John  JIacdonald  to 
His  Kxc'olloncy  tho  Mar(|uis  of  Lome,  dated  Ottawa,  May  2,  1882.) 

t  Tho  Colonial  Secretary  wrote :  "  Ilor  Majesty  will  always  gladly  receive  the 
iidvico  of  tlio  Parliamont  of  Canada  on  all  matters  relating  to  tho  Dominion,  and 
tho  administration  of  its  affairs  ;  hut  witli  respect  to  tho  ([uostious  rol'orred  to  in  tho 
address,  Ilor  Majesty  will,  in  accordance  with  tho  Constitution  of  this  country,  have 
rei^nird  to  tho  advico  of  tho  Imperial  Parliament  and  Ministers,  to  wlumi  all  matters 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  tho  United  Kingdom  exclusively  apjiertain."  (Despatch  from 
tlie  Kurl  of  Kimbcrloy  to  tho  Martpiis  of  Lome,  dated  Downing  Street,  Juno  12, 
LSS2.) 
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In  1886  the  question  was  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Blake, 
who  invited  the  House  to  "  hail  with  joy  "  the  Home  Eule  Bill 
of  that  year.  Sir  John  Macdonald  voted  against  Mr.  Blake's 
resolutions,  and  caused  to  be  carried  an  address  reiterating  in 
general  terms  the  hope  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  1882. 
As  before,  I  place  this  resolution  and  amendment  in  parallel 
columns. 

RESOLUTIONS,  188G. 


As  acquiesced  in  hy  Sir  John 
Macdonald. 

"  That  this  House,  having  reference 
to  the  tenor  of  the  said  answer,*  does 
not  deem  it  expedient  again  to 
address  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject, 
but  earnestly  hopes  that  such  a 
measure,  or  such  measures,  may  be 
adopted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
as  will,  while  preserving  the  integi'ity 
and  well-being  of  the  Empire  and  the 
rights  and  status  of  the  minority,  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  permanently  remove  the  discon- 
tent so  long  unhappily  prevailing  in 
that  country." 

Once  more,  in  1887,  the  question  came  up  in  the  form  of 
resolutions  condemnatory  of  what  is  called  the  "  Coercion  Bill." 
Sir  John  Macdonald  voted  against  these  resolutions,  and  in 
favour  of  an  amendment,  which  I  give  below. 

RESOLUTIONS,  1887. 


As  proposed  hy  Mr.  Blake. 

"That  this  House  hails  with  joy 
the  submission,  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  of  measure 
recognizing  the  principle  of  local 
self-government  for  Ireland. 

"  And  humbly  to  express  to  Her 
Majesty  the  earnest  hope  of  this 
House,  that  the  principle  of  the  said 
measure  may  be  affirmed,  and  that 
it  may  form  the  basis  for  such  a 
settlemeut  of  this  great  question  as 
shall  conduce  to  the  peace,  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  Empire." 


As  adopted  hy  the  House  of  Commons, 
Sir  John  Macdonald  voting  Nay. 

**  That  this  House  has  learned  with 
profound  regret  of  the  introduction 
into  the  Imperial  House  of  Commons 
of  the  Coercion  Dill  above  mentioned, 
and  earnestly  hopes  that  a  measure 
so  subversive  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  Her  Majesty's  p•.:^Jects  in  Ireland 
may  not  become  1.  « 


Proposed  Amendment,  acquiesced  in 
hy  Sir  John  Macdonald. 

"  This  House  learns  with  regret 
that  it  is  considered  necessary  to 
pass  a  coercive  measure  for  Ireland, 
and  it  re-affirms  its  convictions  as 
exjiressed  in  the  Resolutions  of  882 
and  188G,  that  a  i)lan  of  local 
government  for  Ireland  which  would 
leave  unimpaired  the  links  connecting 


*  Sec  note  t  on  p.  229. 
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answer  *  does 


''  That  this  House  again  expresses 
tlie  liope  that  there  may  speedily 
be  granted  to  Ireland  a  substantial 
measure  of  Home  Rule,  which,  whilst 
satisfying  the  national  aspirations  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  for  self-govern- 
ment, shall  also  be  consistent  with  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire  as  a  whole." 


Ireland  with  the  British  Empire  and 
guard  the  rights  of  the  minority, 
would  be  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland  and  the  stability  of  the 
Empire." 


Any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine  the  qualified  and 
guarded  language  of  the  resolutions  to  which  Sir  John  is 
committed,  cannot  fail  to  perceive  how  little  truth  there  is  in 
Professor  Goldwin  Smith's  insinuation  that  he  compromised  liis 
loyalty  in  order  to  conciliate  the  Irisli  vote.  It  is  surely  not 
inconsistent  with  the  most  devoted  loyalty  to  venture  "  a  hope 
that,  if  consistent  with  the  integrity  and  well-being  of  the 
Empire,  and  if  the  rights  and  status  of  the  minority  are  fully 
protected  and  secured,"  some  means  may  be  found  of  meeting 
the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Ireland ;  or  to  regret — not,  as  the 
original  resolution  proposed,  the  introduction  of  the  Coercion 
Bill,  but — the  existence  of  the  necessity. tliat  called  for  such 
a  measure, — a  very  different  matter.  Such  unexceptionable 
statements  must  surely  command  the  assent  of  the  staunchest 
Unionist.  Indeed  Professor  Goldwin  Smith  himself  makes 
this  plain.     Writing  to  the  Times*  he  says — 

"  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  pamphlet  on  the  Iiish  Question,  once  more  asserts 
tliat  he  has  the  British  race  in  the  Colonies  on  his  side,  and  lie  exults  in 
the  belief  that  England,  in  upholding  the  Union,  is  deserted  by  all  her 
children.  Once  more,  so  far  as  Canada  is  concerned,  I  traverse  his  assertion. 
A  resolution  in  favour  of  his  policy,  moved  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  by 
his  friend  Mr.  Blake,  was  thrown  out  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  an 
amendment  which  any  Unionist  mfjht  have  suhscribed  was  carried  in  its  room^ 

Even  in  their  original  form  the  addresses  give  no  counte- 
nance to  any  disloyal  or  separatist  feeling.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  profuse  in  their  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  (^ueen 
and  of  the  contentment  of  the  IrisJi  la  the  Dominion. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  there  exists  in  Canada  a  very 
jicneral  sympathy  with  the  Home  Kule  cause.  This  is  partly 
(hie  to  the  favour  with  which  the  federal  system  is  regarded 
amongst  us,  which  finds   expression  in   a  laudable  desire   to 

*  September  1,  188G. 
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extend  to  others  a  share  of  the  advantages  we  enjoy.  Especially 
is  this  the  case  in  Lower  Canada,  Avhere  the  French  Canadians, 
apart  altogether  from  the  merits  of  the  question,  are,  in  the 
abstract,  Home  Eulers  almost  to  a  man.  The  catch-words  of 
"  liberty,"  "  freedom,"  "  the  right  to  manage  our  own  affairs," 
"  English  dictation,"  and  so  forth,  recall  the  struggles  of  their 
fathers  for  responsible  Government,  and,  without  stopping  to 
reflect  that  there  is  no  real  analogy  between  Quebec  and 
Ireland,  they  are  led  by  sentimental  considerations,  highly 
creditable,  no  doubt,  to  their  generous  instincts,  to  sympathize 
with  an  agitation  the  nature  of  which  many  of  them  A'ery 
imperfectly  apprehend.  In  Ontario  and  the  Maritime  Provinces 
the  Liberals  as  a  rule  are  in  accord  with  their  party  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  while  many  Conservatives  for  the  same 
reason  are  Unionists.  But  among  those  unfriendly  to  Home 
Rule  are  not  a  few  whose  opposition  is  not  to  the  extending 
to  Ireland  of  the  principle  of  self-government,  but  to  the 
influence  of  the  Pope,  who  they  firmly  believe  is  personally 
conducting  the  Home  Eule  movement  from  the  Vatican  with 
the  sinister  design  of  subverting  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
England.  The  number  of  Home  Rulers  in  Ontario  is  large,  but 
once  convince  the  Orangemen  that  the  grant  of  self-government 
to  Ireland  would  not  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  it  would  be  larger  still.  For  one  reason 
or  another,  therefore,  I  greatly  doubt  whether  a  motion 
condemnatory,  let  us  say,  of  the  principle  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
latest  Home  liule  Bill  would  obtain  on  its  merits  the  support 
of  one-third  of  the  number  of  any  legislature  in  Canada,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  all  the  party  pressure  in  the  world  could  carry 
such  a  resolution  through  the  House  of  Commons. 

That  Sir  John  Macdonald,  in  the  face  of  such  circumstances, 
should  have  been  able  on  two  occasions  to  eliminate  what,  from 
a  Unionist  point  of  view,  are  the  objectionable  features  of  the 
Home  Rule  resolutions  we  have  been  considering,  and  to  reduce 
them  to  mere  expressions  of  contingent  hope,  is  at  once 
evidence  of  his  views  upon  the  Irish  question  and  of  his  rare 
skill  in  the  management  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

GENERAL. 

Sin  JOHN  M.VCDON.VLD's  views  on  the  BIC.VMEIlAIi  SYSTEM — THE  HOUSE  OF 
LORDS — THE  CANADIAN  SEXATE — HOXOUKS — I'RECEDENX'E — THE  OFFICE 
OF  OOVERXOK  GENEUAL — HIS  llELATIONS  WITH  THE  VAIUOUS  GOVEUXOIiS 
— THE  FKANCIIISE — EDUCATIONAL  QUESTIONS — THE  DUAL  LANGUAGE — 
THE   FUENCH  CANADIANS— CALUMNIES. 

Among  constitutional  questions  few  possessed  for  Sir  John 
Macdonald  greater  interest  than  the  bicameral  system.  He 
frequently  spoke  of  it  as  destined  to  be  in  the  near  future 
a  practical  issue  of  great  importance.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  he  has  been  known  to  counsel  young  men  to  make  a 
special  study  of  the  subject,  adding  that  the  time  so  employed 
would  be  well  spent. 

His  view  of  the  necessity  for  a  second  chamber  may  be 
expressed  briefly  by  the  story  told  of  Washington,  which  Sir 
John  was  fond  of  relating.  It  is  said  that  on  his  return  from 
France  Jefferson  called  Washington  to  account  for  having 
agreed  to  a  second  chamber. 

"  Of  what  use  is  the  Senate  ? "  he  asked,  as  he  stood  before 
the  fire  with  a  cup  of  tea  in  his  hand,  pouring  the  tea  into  his 
saucer  as  he  spoke. 

"You  have  answered  your  own  question,"  replied 
Washington. 

"  What  do  vou  mean  ? " 

"  Why  did  you  pour  that  toa  into  your  smicer  ? " 

"To  cool  it,"  quoth  Jefferson. 

"  Even  so,"  said  Washington,  "  the  Senate  is  the  saucer 
into  which  we  pour  legislation  to  cool." 

This  illustration.  Sir  John  used  to  say,  was  perfect.    Indeed 
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the  all  but  unanimous  opinion  of  Imperial  statesmen,*  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  every  British  colony  possessing  responsible 
government  recognizes  the  utility  of  a  second  chamber,!  was 
to  his  mind  a  general  admission  of  the  necessity  for  an  Upper 
House,  and  limited  useful  discussion  to  the  nature  and  con- 
stitution of  that  body. 

Of  that  ancient  and  venerable  assemblage,  the  House  of 
Peers,  the  oldest  legislative  body  in  the  world  to-day,  he  held 
the  opinion  of  the  vast  majority  of  educated  Englishmen, 
whether  Conservative  or  Liberal,  that  it  is  one  of  the  glories  of 
the  Empire,  and  that  any  attack  upon  it  is  an  attack  upon 
the  constitution  of  which  it  is  an  integral  part.  With  Lord 
Selborne,t  he  looked  upon  the  House  of  Lords  as  "  an  institution 
now  unique  in  the  civilized  world ;  not  unique  because  it  is 
out  of  date,  but  unique  because  it  tills  a  place  among  our 
institutions,  the  want  of  which  is  a  deep  misfortune  to  most 
other  countries.  To  have  an  assembly  which  is  to  us  a  living 
memory  of  all  that  is  illustrious  and  great  in  the  deeds  and 
lives  of  the  greatest  and  most  illustrious  of  our  ancestors,  an 
assembly  whose  very  constitution  must  and  does  stimulate  to 
public  virtue  those  who  have  inherited  the  duties  and  the 
names  of  those  great  tnen — an  assembly  which  represents  the 
elements  of  permanence  and  stability  in  our  institutions  and 
in  our  society — an  assembly  which  is  continually  recruiting 
itself  from  the  people,  and  which  always  receives  those  recruits, 
not  as  if  it  looked  down  upon  them  because  they  had  not 

•  "The  existence  of  a  second  chamber  is  confirmed  by  reason  itself,  because 
tyranny  may  proceed  from  a  body  as  well  as  from  one  man  ;  and  it  is  a  protection  that 
tlie  ruling  body  should  be  divided  into  two  branches,  the  emulation  and  even  the 
rivalry  of  which  may  prevent  dangerous  measures  from  being  hurried  tlirough" 
(Professor  Bryce,  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates,  vol.  cccxxxvi.  p.  479,  May  17, 
1889). 

Among  the  authorities  collected  b-  Sir  John  Macdonald  on  the  qxiestion  of  au 
Upper  Chamber,  and  especially  in  regard  to  a  second  chamber  in  the  colonies,  I  may 
(luote  Thorold  Rogers  (in  "  Lords'  Protcsfa,"  vol.  i.  p.  27),  Bonamy  Trice  (in 
Contemporary  Review,  vol.  xxxviii.  p.  947),  Escott  ("  England  and  its  People,"  vol. 
ii.  eh.  23),  Sir  David  AVedderburn  (in  Nineteenth  Century,  July,  1881),  Kebbel 
(Fortnightly  Review,  ]\[ay,  1882),  and  Fitzgerald  [Victoria  Review,  October,  1882). 

t  Lord  Kimberley,  in  a  despatch  dated  February  2,  1882,  to  the  Governor  of 
Natal  (ad  vol  ting  to  proposed  reforms  in  that  colony),  observed :  "  There  is  at  present 
no  instance  of  a  single  chamber  with  full  parliamentary  powers  in  a  British  colony 
under  responsible  Government "  [Commons  Papers,  1882,  C.  3174). 

X  Speech  at  Lord  Mayor's  Banquet,  November  9,  1872. 


[Chap.  XXYI. 

len,*  couplet! 
g  responsible 
bamber,t  was 
for  an  Upper 
ure  and  con- 

bhe  House  of 
-day,  he  held 

Englishmen, 
the  glories  of 

attack  upon 

With  Lord 

an  institution 

because  it  is 
IB  among  our 
tune  to  most 

0  us  a  living 
he  deeds  and 

ancestors,  an 

1  stimulate  to 
ties  and  the 
epresents  the 
ititutions  and 
ly  recruiting 
;hose  recruits, 
they  had  not 

son  itself,  because 
s  a  protection  that 
tion  and  even  the 
lurried  tlirough" 
p.  479,  May  17, 

the  question  of  au 
he  colonies,  I  may 
Bonamy  Price  (iu 
its  People, "  vol. 
y,  1881),  Kebbel 
October,  1882). 

the  Governor  of 
There  is  at  preseut 
u  a  British  colouy 


GENERAL. 


235 


hereditary  distinction,  but  with  cordial  goodwill,"  such  an 
Assembly  he  viewed  as  "  a  most  valuable,  a  most  priceless 
element  in  our  institutions,  and  one  that  should  always  be 
valued  and  always  be  maintained  by  Englishmen." 

We  have  already  seen  Sir  John  Macdonald's  opinion  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Canadian  Senate,  which  was  largely  the 
work  of  his  own  hands.  It  is  true  that,  at  an  early  period  of 
his  career,  he  favoured  an  elective  Upper  House,  but  eight 
years'  experience  of  this  system  was  sufficient  to  change  his 
views,  and  to  convert  him  into  a  firm  upholder  of  the  nomina- 
tive principle.  Every  year  since  Confederation  strengthened 
the  conviction  of  his  matured  judgment,  and  showed  him  more 
and  more  clearly  the  advantages  of  the  nominative  over  the 
elective  system.  To  his  mind  the  chief  among  the  objections 
to  a  Senate  chosen  by  the  popular  vote,  was  the  ever-present 
danger  of  its  members  claiming  the  right  to  deal  with  money 
Bills,  and  the  consequent  possibility  of  disputes  with  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  proposal  that  the  provincial  legisla- 
tures, whose  members  are  elected  for  purely  local  purposes, 
should  choose  the  senators  to  legislate  on  matters  of  general 
concern,  was  also  objectionable,  being  opposed  to  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  which  confined  the  local  assemblies  to  a 
strictly  limited  sphere  of  action.  He  held  that  the  system 
unanimously  agreed  to  at  the  Quebec  Conference  had  worked 
well,  and  should  be  undisturbed.  A  senatorship,  in  his  opinion, 
was  an  important  and  dignified  office,  and  a  worthy  object  of 
ambition  to  any  Canadian. 

Among  the  useful  attributes  of  the  Senate  is  its  jurisdiction 
ill  the  matter  of  divorce.  Speaking  one  day  on  this  subject, 
Sir  John  observed  that  the  late  Lord  Westbury  had  told 
him  that,  when  he  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  had 
rather  a  stiff  encounter  with  Mr.  Gladstone  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  divorce  court  in  England,  against  which  Mr. 
(fladstone  took  strong  grounds,  "and  Gladstone  was  right 
too,"  observed  Sir  John,  "  for  of  this  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  establishment  of  the  divorce  court  in  England  has  been 
productive  of  much  mischief.  In  former  times,  the  procedure 
with  respect  to  divorce  was  the  same  as  in  force  in  Canada 
to-day — that  is,  it  could  only  be  obtained  from  the  Upper  House 


236      MEMOIRS  OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MAC  DONALD.   [Chap.  XXVI. 


\l  M 


m 


oi  Parliament.  In  those  days  divorces  were  rare,  expensive, 
and  hard  to  get,  and  the  morals  of  the  community  were  spared 
the  columns  of  scandal  with  which  the  English  papers  are 
occasionally  filled.  The  only  objection  was  on  the  ground  of 
expense.  It  was  urged  that  divorce  was  a  luxury  accessible 
only  to  the  rich.  The  establishment  of  the  divorce  court  in 
Canada  would  mean  cheap  and  easy  divorces,  which  would  lead 
to  great  laxity  in  the  marriage  relation,  and,  by  the  publication 
of  evidence  in  the  press,  would  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the 
morals  of  the  community.  They  are  beginning  to  see  that  now 
in  the  old  country.  I  hope  it  may  be  long  before  we  have 
anything  of  the  kind  in  Canada." 

Germane  to  the  question  we  have  been  considering,  is  that 
of  Imperial  honours.  Not  only  did  Sir  John  Macdonald  approve 
of  the  bestowal  of  these  marks  of  distinction  upon  colonists,  he 
did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  extend  the  practice,  and  to 
reduce  it  to  a  system,  "Writing  to  Lord  Knutsford,  in  1889, 
he  says : — 

"  I  can  quite  understand  Her  Majesty's  desire  to  raise  the 
degree  of  Knight  Bachelor  from  the  discredit  into  which  it  has 
in  some  degree  fallen.  One  would  like  to  see  a  Victorian 
knighthood  as  much  esteemed  as  in  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
But  it  seems  to  me  expedient  that  some  liberal  system  should 
be  worked  out  and  put  in  practice  with  regard  to  the  colonies. 
The  idea  of  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies  being  one  great 
Empire  seems  more  and  more  to  be  taking  possession  of  the 
public  mind,  and  colonists  should  be  taught  to  look  up  to  the 
Empress- Queen,  as  the  fans  honoris.  The  monarchical  idea 
should  be  fostered  in  the  colonies,  accompanied  by  some 
gradation  of  classes.  At  present,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
Canadians  are  all  on  one  democratic  level,  as  in  tlie  neigh- 
bouring republic,  and  this  fact,  among  others,  is  appealed  to 
by  the  annexationists  in  Canada  as  proving  that  our  national 
sympathies  are  with  the  Americans,  or  should  be  so." 

As  far  back  as  1873,  Sir  John  Macdonald  pressed  on  the 
Home  Government  the  expediency  of  recognizing  colonial  merit 
by  a  more  liberal  distribution  of  Imperial  honours.  He  was 
especially  desirous  that  the  Chief  Justices  of  the  several 
provinces  of  the  Dominion  should  not  be  overlooked.     lu 
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a  letter  addressed  on  the  15th  of  August  of  that  year  to  the 
Governor  General  he  discusses  the  constitution  of  the  various 
provincial  courts  and  the  ixrsonnd  of  the  judiciary,  and 
concludes  thus  : — 

"  1  see  that  all  the  Chief  Justices  in  India  are  knighted,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  same  rule  prevails  in  most  of 
the  colonies  of  the  Empire.  Surely  the  chief  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  the  Dominion,  with  its  present  population 
of  four  millions,  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing !  Leaving 
out  British  Columbia,  Manitoba,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  for 
the  present,  as  being  too  young  or  too  small,  the  adoption  of 
the  rule  will  involve  only  eight  knighthoods,  or  seven  if  the 
judge  in  equity  in  Nova  Scotia  be  omitted,  as  not  having  the 
title  of  Chief  Justice.  Surely  this  number  cannot  be  considered 
excessive.  It  should  be  remembered  that  these  judges  are  not 
huddled  together,  and  do  not  form  members  of  one  society. 
They  are  sprinkled  over  half  a  continent. 

"I  think  that  the  adoption  of  this  rule  would  give  great 
satisfaction  to  the  Bar  of  the  Dominion,  and  as  you  have 
already  learned,  the  Bar  are  really  the  aristocracy,  the  govern- 
ing power  in  this  country,  as  in  the  United  States.  I  propose 
to  carry  out  my  promise  to  you  ere  long,  and  write  you  in  full 
my  imperfect  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  in  which  honours 
should  be  conferred  in  this  country,  and  the  extent  to  whicl\ 
tlie  system  may  be  advant^ageously  carried  out." 

A  few  weeks  after  writing  this  letter.  Sir  John  Macdonald 
went  out  of  office,  but  in  this,  as  in  other  matters,  we  see  the 
steadfastness  with  which  he  advocated  what  he  believed  to  bo 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Dominion.  On  his  return  to  power 
in  1878,  we  find  him  again  pressing  this  subject  on  the  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  a  memorandum  addressed 
to  Lord  Lome,*  which  goes  at  length  into  the  history  of  the 
discribution  of  honours  in  Canada  since  1841.  The  special 
object  he  had  in  view  at  this  time  was  to  acquaint  His  Excellency 
with  the  fact  that,  seven  years  previously.  Lord  Lisgar,  then 
Ciovernor  General,  had  informed  him  that  he  had  recommended 
Sir  George  Cartier,  and  Messrs.  Tilley,  Tupper,  and  Campbell, 
for  K.C.^M.G.'s,  and  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  his  suggestion 

♦  March  6,  1879. 
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would  be  acted  upon.  This  information  was  communicated  to 
those  gentlemen  at  the  time,  but,  before  the  necessary  steps  had 
been  taken,  changes  in  Canada  and  England  prevented  tlie 
carrying  out  of  the  recommendation.  Less  than  three  mouths 
after  the  receipt  by  Lord  Lome  of  this  memorandum,  Messrs. 
Campbell,  Tilley,  and  Tupper  received  their  stars. 

In  the  mean  time  nothing  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the 
judiciary.  After  waiting  a  few  years.  Sir  John  Macdonald 
again  returned  to  the  charge  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Lansdowne. 

After  pointing  out  that,  prior  to  1867,  many  Canadian  Chiof 
Justices  had  been  honoured  with  knighthoods,  and  some  of  them 
with  baronetcies,  he  continued : — 

"  The  courts  in  the  several  provinces  have  not  lost  their 
importance,  or  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction  by  the  Union,  and 
the  population  and  wealth  of  these  provinces  have  largely 
increased  since  that  time,  yet,  with  one  exception,  no  rank  has 
been  conferred  upon  any  Chief  Justice  since  18G7.  That  ex- 
ception is  Sir  Antoine  Aime  Dorion,  who  was  knighted  on 
leaving  political  life  in  1874,  to  accept  the  Chief  Justiceship  of 
the  Queen's  Bench  in  the  province  of  Quebec ;  while  the  other 
Chief  Justices  in  the  Dominion,  who  were  fully  the  equal  of 
Sir  Aime  Dorion,  were  unnoticed  after  years  of  judicial  service, 
The  opinion  seems  to  prevail  in  England,  that  the  provincial 
judges  are  of  inferior  status  to  that  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada,  a  court  only  establislied  a  few  years  ago.  Two 
judges  of  that  court.  Sir  William  Richards  and  Sir  William 
Eitchie,  were  very  properly  knighted  on  appointment  as  Chief 
Justice.  The  court  over  which  the  latter  presides  is  one  of 
appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  different  provincial  tribunals, 
and  has  therefore  a  nominal  superiority  in  rank,  but  tlie 
provincial  Superior  Courts  are  really  more  important,  and  tlieir 
decisions  are  held  in  as  great  respect  as  those  of  the  Doipiiiio 
Court  of  Appeal.  Now,  it  is  a  subject  of  common  i 
Canada,  that,  while  in  most  Crown  colonies  the  Chiel  aces 
have  been  honoured,  the  Bench  of  the  great  province  of  Ontario, 
with  a  population  approaching  that  of  Scotland,  and  souu  h 
exceed  i'j,  has  been  altogether  unnoticed.  Since  Confederation, 
two  Chief  Justices  have  been  knighted  in  Newfoundland,  and 
one  of  them  made  a  K.C.M.G.     Had  that  island  joined  the 
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Canadian  Union,  as  was  proposed  in  18G7,  they  would  probably, 
like  their  brother  judges,  have  been  ignored.  The  only  two 
judges  of  provincial  courts  now  bearing  titles  are  Sir  Ainie 
Dorion,  whom  I  have  mentioned,  and  Sir  Matthew  Begbie, 
Chief  Justice  of  British  Columbia,  who,  though  knighted  since 
Confederation,  holds  his  title  apparently  for  services  rendered 
while  British  Columbia  was  a  Crown  colony. 

"I  hope  that  Your  Excellency  will  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  this  apparent  and  noticeable  neglect  should  not  be  allowed 
to  continue,  and  I  venture  to  suggest  some  rule  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  titles  among  Canadian  judges.  I  do  not  propose 
the  adoption  of  the  practice  which  obtains  in  England,  of 
knighting  all  judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  but  I  think  that 
the  rule  might  be  established  of  knighting  the  Chief  Justices  of 
the  Superior  Courts  of  the  four  large  provinces  (Ontario,  Quebec, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick),  on  appointment  to  office."  * 

This  representation  was  not  without  its  effect,  as  the  suIj- 
sequent  appointments  of  Chief  Justices  Meredith,  Wilson,  Gait, 
Allen,  Johnson,  and  Lacoste  show.  In  fact.  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald's  suggestion  has  been  adopted  in  its  entirety,  and  it  is 
now  understood  that  the  appointment  of  Chief  Justices  in  the 
four  larger  provinces  is  always  followed  by  the  offer  of  knight- 
hood. 

Xor  were  Sir  John  Macdonald's  efforts  confined  to  procuring 
a  due  recognition  of  the  higher  judicial  offices.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  excellence  in  science,  literature,  or  commercial 
pursuits  should  not  receive  the  same  distinction  by  tlie  Crown 
in  Canada  as  in  England,  and  the  honours  conferred  within  the 
last  ten  years  upon  Professors  Dawson,  Wilson,  and  Dr.  Grant, 
as  well  as  upon  Messrs.  Donald  A.  Smith,  Gzowski,  and  Hickson, 
ittost  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts  in  this  direction. 

I  ti  ust  that  nothing  I  have  said  will  lead  any  one  to  suppose 
tl>  ^  Sir  John  Macdonald  desired  anything  like  an  indefinite 

*  "  I  have  been  long  pressing  Ilcr  Majesty's  Government  to  lay  down  a  nile  that 
llie  Chief  Justices  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  should  be  kuii,^lited  on  appointment,  as  tlm 
Judj^cs  in  England  are.  .  .  .  The  rank  and  status  of  a  chief  justice  is  nmch  higher 
tlian  that  ot  a  kni"-ht  bachelor,  and  my  reason  for  pressing  the  appointments  was  tliat 
it  looked  rather  iird  to  sec  the  chief  judge  iu  every  little  Crown  cohmy  kuiglited, 
while  not  one  in  Ontario  was  so  distinguislied."  (From  Sir  John  ilacdouald  to  C.  J. 
Wilson,  dattil  Ottawa,  January  3,  1887  ' 
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multiplication  or  indiscriminate  grant  of  honours  in  this  country, 
Nothing,  in  his  opinion  would  be  more  certain  to  defeat  the 
object  he  had  in  \:2W.  His  words  on  this  point  are  very  plain, 
and  must  commend  themselves  to  all  those  who  desire  to  see 
British  institutions  develop  in  this  Dominion.* 

The  following  letter,  addressed  by  Sir  John  Macdonald  to 
the  Governor  General  on  the  subject  of  proposed  changes  in 
the  table  of  precedence  now  in  force  in  Canada,  discloses  his 
views  on  certain  questions  of  interest  in  official  circles : — 

"Earnscliffe,  Ottawa,  April  15,  188G. 

"Dear  Lord  Lansdowne, 

"Sir  Alexander  Campbell  has  seen  the  members  of 
Council  about  the  question  of  precedence. 

"  They  are  all  agreed  that  the  Dominion  has  outgrown  the 
position  in  which  the  General  commanding  at  Halifax  should 
represent  Her  Majesty  in  case  of  the  Governor  General's 
temporary  absence,  and  unite  in  thinking  that  the  G oven  or 
(Jeneral  should  be  empowered,  in  the  event  of  leave  of  absence, 
to  appoint,  unde^  his  seal-at-arms,  the  Chief  Justice  or  other 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  Administrator. 

"It  might  also  be  provided  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Governoi 
General's  sudden  decease,  the  Chief  Justice,  if  within  the 
Dominion,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  senior  judge,  should  assume 
the  Administration  until  a  successor  is  appointed. 

"  You  will  observe  from  tlie  proposed  table  of  precedence  t 
that  a  change  is  made,  giving  to  members  of  the  Cabinet 
precedence  over  Lieutenant  Governors  of  provinces.  I'ersonahy, 
I  have  no  opinion  in  the  matter,  and  sliould  be  well  satisfied  to 

*  "  In  couclusiou,  I  ha^  to  siiy  that  I  hopo  the  prnctico  of  conferring  hononrs  will 
not  degenerate  into  a  mutter  of  conrse,  nnd  a  nnniber  of  liononrs  be  bestowed  iipm 
eaoli  ebunjro  of  Ministers.  In  onr  new  oonntry,  many  men  enter  political  life  wiin, 
althongli  good  men  in  tliemselTes  and  capable  of  administering  jmblic  affairs,  are,  tnuii 
want  of  early  iHlutatiou  nnd  manner  as  well  os  of  social  position,  not  ([ualilicd  I'm 
honorary  distinction  at  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign.  lu  such  cases  there  is  danger  nl 
a  degree  of  ridicule  attaching  to  the  persons  honoured,  which  may  extend  to  tiii' 
lumour  itself,  and  impair  its  value  in  pvd)lie  estinuitiou ;  and  this  danger  will  bi! 
increased  when  (as  must  no*,  infreciuently  happen)  the  disadvantages  of  want  dl 
education  and  manner  are  shared  by  the  wife  witli  her  husband."  (from  (Sir  Joliii 
JIacdoiiald  to  His  Excellencj  tlie  Governor  General,  dated  Ottawa,  March  (3,  1871') 

t  See  Appendix  XXVII.,  for  this  taide,  whicli  was  never  authorized. 
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leave  things  as  they  are,  giving  the  Lieutenant  Governor  the 
fas.    My  colleagues,  however,  are  unanimous  the  other  way. 

"  You  will  also  observe  that,  by  number  6  in  the  table,  the 
Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  and  the 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Church,  are  placed 
next  after  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops.  As  we  have  no  State 
Church  in  Canada,  and  every  denomination  stands  on  the  same 
footing,  this  seems  reasonable  enough.  I  think  I  mentioned  to 
Your  Excellency  the  other  day,  that  the  head  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  in  England  is  about  to  be  presented  at  Court  in  his 
representative  capacity  next  after  the  Bishops. 

"I  would  Iraw  Your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  general  officers  commanding  H'^r  Majesty's  regular  forces 
and  militia,  and  the  admirals  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
stations  are  placed  an  number  8.  Formcu'ly  the  general  officer 
commanding  at  Halifax  stood  next  to  the  Governor  General,  as 
being  the  person  who,  in  the  latter's  absence,  would  assume  the 
office  of  Administrator.  If  the  suggestion  to  appoint  the  Chief 
Justice  Administrator  is  adopted,  this  would  seem  to  be  the 
proper  position  for  the  general  and  admirals. 

"My  colleagues  are  divided  as  ^o  giving  rank  to  ex- 
Lieutenant  Governors  of  I'rovinces.  I  spoke  to  Your  Excellency 
ou  this  point  a  few  days  ago,  when  you  did  me  the  honour 
of  comincj  to  Earnscliffe.  I  do  not  see  how  ex-Lieutenant 
Governors  of  Provinces  can  get  rank  after  tlieir  duties  cease, 
when  retired  Viceroys  and  Governors  General  cease  to  liave 
any  rank  as  such  at  Court  in  England. 

"  With  respect  to  the  question  raised  by  as  to  the 

comparative  rank  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province 

of  ,  and  the  officer  commanding  the   troops   tmd   naval 

forces,  that  will  depend  upon  the  decision  of  He.'  Majesty':" 
Government  on  tlie  suggestions  made  by  my  colle.igues. 

"  hi  regard  to  the  precedence  to  be  given  to  tlie  new 
Cnvdinal,  I  presume  the  best  way  to  settle  it  would  be  to 
yive  c'  Cardinal  the  same  rank  in  Canada  as  would  be  accorded 
him  in  England.  Cardinal  Wiseman  was,  as  Cardinal  IManning 
is,  an  Archbishop,  to  which  office  ecclesiastical  duties  in 
Eughind  are  attached.  As  such  they  liave  been  accorded  rank 
at  Court,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  tluit  neither  Cardinal 
VOL.  II.  u 
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Weld  nor  Cardinal  Newman  have  had  precedence  given  to 
them  at  Court  qua  cardinalcs.  They  are  princes  of  the  Church 
of  Eome,  and  stand  in  the  same  position,  as  regards  precedence, 
as  other  foreign  noblemen.  However,  there  can  be  no  harm 
in  our  giving  to  Cardinal  Taschereau  the  same  position  as 
Cardinal  Newman  would  have  at  the  Court  of  St.  James. 

"I  return  to  Your  Excellency  the  draft  despatch  on  this 
subject  that  you  were  good  enough  to  send  me. 

"  I  observe  that  you  express  no  opinion  on  these  subjects, 
but  Lord  Granville,  doubtless,  would  like  to  know  what  you 
think  of  them. 

"My  colleagues  think  that  whatever  position  may  be 
given  to  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Provinces,  the  following 
words  should  be  added:  'At  Ottawa,  and  elsewhere  out  of 
their  own  provinces ;  but,  within  his  own  province,  each  to 
take  precedence  of  every  one,  save  the  Governor  General  and 
the  members  of  his  Cabinet.' 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Lord  Lansdowne, 

"  Yours  very  faithfully, 

"John  A.  Macdonald." 


i 


iir 


The  office  of  Governor  General — the  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  British  connection — was,  in  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
opinion,  an  institution  of  the  highest  importance,  and  one 
that  could  Aot  '""e  safeguarded  with  too  great  care.  When, 
in  1888,  the  action  of  the  Queensland  Government,  in  attempt- 
ing to  obtain  from  the  Imperial  authorities  a  promise  that 
the  name  of  the  proposed  new  Governor  of  that  colony  should 
be  submitted  to  them  before  the  selection  was  definitely 
decided  on,  raised  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Colonial 
Governors,  Sir  John,  being  invited  to  express  his  opinion, 
caused  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  be  infonned  by  telegraph 
that  the  "  Canadian  Government  consider  the  present  system 
of  appointing  the  Governor  General  perfectly  satisfactory,  aud 
would  greatly  regret  any  change.  Reference  to  Government 
here  for  nomination  or  approval  would  introduce  a  disturbing 
element,  and  might  eventually  lead  to  the  election  of  Governor, 
a  change  to  be  deplored." 

The  present  manner  of  appointment  directly  by  the  Crown, 
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fives  to  the  colonies  an  executiv"  head,  entirely  unconnected 
with  local  parties,  and  for  thjj  re.ison  qualified  to  hold  the 
balance  between  them.  If  the  Governor  General  does  any- 
thing unconstitutional,  an  appeal  always  lies  from  him  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  whose  servant  he  is.  The  cost  to 
Canada  of  the  maintenance  of  the  oflSce  Sir  John  considered 
as  money  well  spent,  and  he  deprecated  the  attempts  made  in 
Parliament  from  time  to  time  to  investigate  too  closely  the 
expenditure  under  that  head.  I  recollect,  when  some  voluntary 
economy  on  the  part  of  a  former  occupant  of  Eideau  Hall  was 
announced,  Sir  John's  remark  that,  "though  well  meant,  it 
was  a  mistake ;  for,"  said  he,  "  the  people  of  Canada  like  to 
see  the  dignity  of  the  office  fully  maintained."  Such,  indeed, 
he  considered  the  chief  function  of  the  Queen's  representative 
in  this  country,  for  I  need  scarcely  say  that,  in  Sir  John's 
opinion,  the  Governor  General  in  all  matters  (save  those  of 
direct  Imperial  concern)  should,  equally  with  Her  Majesty, 
1)6  ready  at  all  times  to  accept  and  act  upon  the  advice  of 
Ministers  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Of  his  personal  relations  with  the  earlier  Governors  under 
whom  he  served  I  have  already  spoken,  and  my  remarks 
are  equally  applicable  tv  Lords  Dufferin,  Lome,  Lansdowne, 
and  Stanley  of  Preston.  No  one  who  was  much  with  Sir 
John  could  fail  to  mark  the  exquisite  admixture  of  courtesy 
and  deference  which  characterized  his  manner  towards  the 
Queen's  representative,  sometimes  rather  oddly  contrasting 
with  their  respective  years,  or  to  observe  the  consideration 
and  respect  which  the  various  Governors  ^id  to  the  veteran 
statesman  who  had  been  chief  adviser  to  thc.i  all. 

Sir  John's  term  of  office  under  Lord  Dufferin  was  com- 
paratively short,  yet  it  was  of  sufficient  duration  to  convince 
\\m\  of  the  advantage  to  Canada  of  that  nobleman's  connection 
witli  the  Dominion.  When  in  Opposition,  at  the  period 
inmiediately  preceding  the  general  election  of  1878,  he,  feeling 
assured  of  his  speedy  restoration  to  power,  wrote  privately  to 
8ir  Stafford  Northcote,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
suggesting  the  expediency,  on  public  grounds,  of  Her  JMajesty's 
(lovcrnment  asking  Lord  Duderin  to  retain  liis  position  as 
(iovernor  General  for  two  years  longer.    After  recounting  the 
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reasons  which  prompted  him  in  the  interests  of  Canada  to 
make  this  request,  he  goes  on  to  say : — 

"I  can  quite  understand  that  a  Conservative  Government 
might  want  this  important  position  for  a  political  friend,  and, 
as  a  Conservative,  I  should,  in  ordinary  times,  be  glad  to 
see  one  of  the  same  political  principles  as  myself  governing 
us ;  but  the  expediency  of  setting  aside  this  feeling  just  now 
is  so  obvious,  that  I  venture  to  urge  it  seriously  on  your 
attention." 

Circumstances  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  Sir  John's  wishes 
with  respect  to  Lord  JDuflferin,  but,  in  his  successor,  Canada 
acquired  another  friend  whose  interest  in  her  welfare  did  not 
cease  with  his  term  of  office.  Of  Lord  Lome's  relations  witli 
his  Prime  Minister  I  will  only  say  that  they  were  uniformly 
agreeable,  and  it  was  with  sincere  regret  that,  in  the  autumn 
of  1883,  Sir  John  bade  adieu  to  a  Governor  General  who, 
•during  his  whole  term,  had  cordially  co-operated  with  his 
Ministers  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs. 

Of  Lord  Lansdowne,  "t,he  ablest  Governor  under  whom 
I  have  served,  with  possibly  the  exception  of  Lord  Lisgar," 
it  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything,  for  he  himself  tells  us 
his  experience  of  association  with  Sir  John  Macdonald  in  words 
as  graceful  as  I  doubt  not  they  are  sincere : — 


"  Government  House,  Ottawa,  May  23,  1888. 

"Deau  Sin  Jonx, 

"I  am  a  bad  hand  at  leave-taking,  and  my  difficulty  docs  not 
diminish  wiien  I  feel  deeply  what  I  have  to  say.  I  do  not,  therefore,  like 
to  trust  to  this  afternoon  for  an  opportunity  of  saying  good-bye  to  you,  and 
of  telling  you  how  sorry  I  am  to  part  with  you,  and  how  much  I  have 
appreciated  your  kindness  and  confidence.  I  have  often  made  the  reflection 
that  the  position  of  a  Governor  General  in  this  country  is  one  that  nn'ght  lie 
very  agreeable  or  almost  unendurable,  according  as  his  relations  witli  liin 
Prime  Minister  were  or  were  not  friendly,  frank,  and  characterized  by 
complete  trust  on  each  side.  When  I  look  back  to  the  last  four  or  live 
years,  I  can  see  how  large  a  portion  of  their  happiness  and  comfort  has  boi'ii 
duo  to  the  fact  that  our  relations  could  bo  described  in  th..so  words. 

"  Nor  am  I  using  an  idle  phrase  when  I  say  it  has  been  an  advantngi' 
to  mo,  not  only  in  respect  of  the  Goveriunent  of  Canada,  to  bo  in  constant 
communication  with  one  whoso  experience  of  the  public  allairs  of  the  Einpiix' 
lias  boon  as  wide  as  yours. 

"  1  will  not  ask  you  not  to  forget  us,  because  I  am  quito  auro  you  will 
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remember  us,  and  not  unkindly.  I  wish  you  good-bye,  and  as  much  happi- 
ness as  is  compatible  with  a  servitude  from  whicli  your  country  will,  I  suspect, 
not  allow  you  to  emancipate  yourseK 

"I  hope  we  may  yet  meet  ami  ':  over  the  past  and  the  future  of 
Canada ;  in  the  mean  time,  think  of  me  as  a  friend  who  wishes  to  preserve 
your  fnendship,  and  is  grateful  for  your  kindness  to  him. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir  John, 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"  L." 

The  illustrious  nobleman  who  has  recently  gone  from  our 
midst  left  no  written  record  of  his  feelings  towards  Sir  John 
Macdonald,  nor  indeed  is  any  necessary.  Those  of  us  who 
recall  the  early  days  of  June,  1891,  and  who  witnessed  the 
personal  solicitude  of  the  Governor  General  for  the  dying 
statesman's  condition ;  who  beheld  him,  evening  after  evening, 
on  the  lawn  at  Earnscliffe  in  the  attitude  of  anxious  expectation 
—and  during  those  days  the  eyes  of  all  Canada  were  fixed  on 
Earnscliffe ;  who  saw  him  follow  his  Prime  Minister  to  the 
grave,  need  not  be  told  Lord  Derby's  opinion  of — I  might 
almost  say  affection  for — Sir  John  Macdonald. 

No  Governor  was  so  mindful  of  Sir  John  ^lacdonald's 
feeble  health  and  advanced  years  as  Lord  Stanley,  for  to  none 
were  they  so  apparent.  On  tliis  subject  I  will  but  say  that 
the  delicate  personal  consideration  whicli  he  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  the  late  Governor  General  was  peculiarly  grateful 
to  him.  I  trust  I  shall  not  greatly  err,  if  I  add  tliat  his 
ap})ruciation  of  Lord  Stanley  included  the  gracious  lady  who, 
during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  so  admirably  ful filled  the 
duties  devolving  upon  the  wife  of  the  Governor  General  of 
Canada.* 

AVhile  adhering  to  my  original  intention  of  leaving  to  the 

future  th3   recital   of   Sir    John   Macdonald's    later  political 

iicb"ovemei^ts,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  a  subject 

which  he  considered  of  great  importance,  namely,  the  Franchise 

Act  of  1885.     Imperial  Federation,  no  doubt,  was  desirable, 

*  Wlien  tlio  appointment  of  Lord  Stiiulcy  of  I'n.'ston  was  iiunonnft'd,  al'tcr 
i'\]ircssiuf?  his  siitisliiftion  at  tlio  dioico  of  Her  Mnjosty,  f^ir  Jolin  Mmdonidd  luldcd  : 
"  Ills  wife  is  a  elmrininj,'  person.  I  was  at  Knowsley  Hall  wlien  (Jolonel  Stanley  (as 
lie  was  tlien)  and  liis  bride  arrived  from  tlieir  boney-moon,  and  I  reeolleet  very  well 
bold  Derby's  words  in  introdm'injr  me.  "  Allow  me,  INIr.  >bic'donald,  to  present  to 
ynii  Liuly  Constance  Stanley— euce  Lord  Ciareudou's  daughter  and  now  mine." 


■ 
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but  to  consolidate  the  various  Canadian  provinces  was,  after  all, 
his  immediate  concern,  and  to  perfect  the  work  of  1867,  the 
great  object  of  his  life.  So  long  as  the  Federal  Parliament,  the 
paramount  authority,  did  not  control  the  franchise  by  Vviiich 
its  members  were  elected,  Confederation  was  incomplete. 

Immediately  after  the  general  election  of  1882,  Sir  John 
applied  himself  to  the  preparation  of  a  measure  designed  to 
remedy  this  defect.  In  conformity  with  his  usual  treatment  of 
important  questions,  this  Bill,  though  introduced  in  1883  and 
again  in  1884,  was  not  passed  until  1885,  after  a  prolonged 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition,  to  which  Sir  .Toliu 
thus  alludes  hi  a  letter  to  Lord  Carnarvon: — 


■'  Les  Eocaors,  St.  Patrick,  Riviere    "i  Loup, 

"  Scptc  iber  8,  1885. 

"DexIR  Lord  Carnarvon,  , 

"  I  have  been  down  here  with  my  belongings  for  some 
weeks,  trying  to  restore  my  exhausted  energies  after  a  six 
month  session  in  which  your  Parnellite  obstruction  was 
outdone. 

"  The  chief  subject  of  contest  was  a  Franchise  Bill  for  the 
Dominion ;  and  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  completion  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  which  you  had  so  great  a  hand  m 
constructing,  I  am  sure  you  will  take  an  interest  in  knowing 
that  that  constitution  has  at  last  been  perfected.  Ex  necessitate, 
the  Act  of  1867 — your  Act — provided  that  the  provincial 
franchises,  until  altered  by  the  Federal  Parliament,  should  be 
used  for  Dominion  representation.  As  they  did  not  greatly 
differ,  those  franchises  were  allowed  to  continue  until  now, 
But  the  provinces  had  begun  to  tinker  at  their  electoral 
franchises,  and  in  some  cases  legislated  with  the  direct  object 
of  affecting  the  returns  of  the  Federal  Parliament,  so  that  the 
independence  of  that  Parliament  was  threatened,  to  such  a 
degree  that  it  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

"  Our  Eadicals,  or  Grits,  as  they  are  called,  violently  opposed 
the  change,  as  they  lad  got  possession  of  several  of  the  pro- 
vincial Legislatures,  and  could  alter  the  franchises  in  those 
provinces  at  will.  For  two  months  and  a  half  they  used  every 
means    of    obstruction,  but  patience    and  firmness  defeated 
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obstruction  in  the  end.  On  one  occasion  the  House  sat  from 
three  o'clock  p.m.  on  Thursday  until  Saturday  night  at  twelve 
without  adjournment. 

"With  the   Canadian   Pacific   Railway  finished  and    my 
Franchise  Bill  become  law,  I  feel  that  I  have  done  my  work, 
and  can  sing  my  Nunc  dimittis.     Lady  Macdonald  joins  me  in 
kind  regards  to  Lady  Carnarvon  and  yourself. 
"  Believe  me, 

"  Your  Excellency's  very  faithful  servant, 

"  John  A.  Macdonald." 

The  main  principles  underlying  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
Franchise  Act  are  (1)  uniformity  of  the  suffrage,  and  (2)  the 
recognition  of  a  property  qualification  as  determining  the  right 
to  vote.  He  desired  uniformity  because  he  believed  that,  in  a 
young  country  like  Canada,  composed  of  divers  elements, 
whatever  assimilates  the  political  conditions  of  the  various 
provinces  ought  to  be  sought  after  and  promoted. 

The  qualification,  while  fixed  at  a  standard  sufficiently  low 
to  admit  large  numbers  of  new  voters,  was  intended  to  be  a 
barrier  against  the  domination  of  a  mere  mechanical  majority. 
The  idea  that  a  man  should  vote  simply  because  he  breathed 
was  ever  repellant  to  Sir  John  Macdonald's  conception  of 
government.  I  have  heard  him  express  the  opinion  with  much 
energy  that  no  man  who  advocated  universal  suffrage  had  any 
right  to  call  himself  a  Conservative.  He  favoured  the  extension 
to  single  women  of  the  privilege  of  voting  on  the  same  terms 
as  men,*  his  argument  being  that  the  exclusion  of  women 
oil^erwise  duly  qualified  was  at  variance  with  the  theory  of  a 
propL'-ty  qualification,  and  that  any  departure  from  this 
fnndamontal  rule  was  fraught  with  danger  to  the  stability  of 
our  instiintions.     Apart  from  this  paramount  reason  ho  was 

*  "I  believe  *hnt  is  com!"!!:  ns  certainly  ns  came  tlio  gradual  enfranchisement 
of  woman  from  beiuf^  the  slave  of  man  until  she  attained  her  present  position  a.'' 
iiltnost  the  c(|ual  of  man.  I  believe  tliat  time  is  cominfr,  tli<iui;'h  perhaps  we  are  not, 
any  more  than  the  United  States  and  Enj^land,  quite  educated  up  to  it.  I  believe 
tlio  time  will  come,  and  I  shall  bo  very  proud  and  very  jrlad  to  see  it,  when  the 
tinal  step  towards  pvinji;  women  full  enfranchisement  is  carried  in  Canada"  (Sir  John 
Atacdonald :  speech  on  introduction  of  rrancliLsc  Uill,  Commons  Debates,  1885, 
p.  1134). 


ii 
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prepared  to  welcome  the  advent  of  a  new  and  powerful  con- 
servative factor  in  politics,  whose  tendency  he  believed  would 
be  to  strengthen  the  defences  against  the  irruption  of  an 
unbridled  democracy. 

There  remains  but  one  question  of  practical  politics  in 
relation  to  which  I  propose  to  outline  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
attitude.  I  refer  to  those  issues  of  race  and  religion  which 
periodically  threaten  the  peace  of  Canada.  It  must  be  apparent 
to  the  most  careless  student  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  history, 
that,  British  and  Protestant  though  he  was,  at  no  time  in  hi? 
career  had  he  any  sympathy  with  that  fierce  intolerance  of 
everything  French  or  Eoman  Catholic  which  at  the  present 
time  is  abroad  in  the  province  of  Ontario.  As  far  back  as 
1854,  we  find  him  counting  on  his  "  friendly  relations  with  the 
French."  In  1855  he  introduced  and  carried  a  Bill  in  the 
interest  of  the  separate  schools,  against  the  bitter  opposition  of 
George  Brown.  In  1863  he  supported  by  speech  and  vote 
Mr.  E.  W.  (now  Senator)  Scott's  Act,  establishing  a  system  of 
separate  schools.  In  1867  he  perpetuated  this  right  to  the 
Eoman  Catholics  of  Ontario,  and  at  the  same  time  provided  the 
French  Canadians  with  liberal  guarantees  for  the  security  of 
their  language,  institutions,  and  laws.  In  1870  he  secured,  or 
thought  he  had  secured,  like  privileges  to  the  Eoman  Catholics 
of  Manitoba.  We  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  his  view  of  what 
was  intended  by  the  operation  of  the  Manitoba  Act.  In  the 
very  beginning  of  the  present  agitation  in  that  province,  he  thus 
addressed  a  member  of  the  local  Legislature,  who  had  applied  to 
him  for  counsel : — 

"  You  ask  me  for  advice  as  to  the  course  you  should  take 
upon  the  vexed  question  of  separate  schools  in  your  province. 
There  is,  it  seems  to  me,  but  one  course  open  to  you.  By  the 
Manitoba  Act,  the  provisions  of  the  B.N.A.  Act  (sect.  93) 
respecting  laws  passed  for  the  protection  of  minorities  in 
educational  matters  are  made  applicable  to  Manitoba,  and  can- 
not be  changed  ;  for,  by  the  Imperial ^Act  confirming  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  provinces,  34  &  35  Vict.,  c.  28,  sect.  6,  it  is 
provided  that  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  Parliament  of 
Canada  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  Manitoba  Act  in  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  province  of  Manitoba.    Obviously,  therefore,  the 
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separate  school  system  in  Manitoba  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Legislature  or  of  the  Dominion  Parliament." 

It  is  true  that  the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  the  Empire  has 
put  a  different  interpretation  on  the  Manitoba  Act,  but  with  the 
merits  of  this  question  we  are  in  nowise  concerned  here.  My 
object  is  merely  to  sliow  what  were  the  views  of  him  who  had 
by  far  the  greatest  share  in  the  framing  of  this  piece  of  legisla- 
tion, as  to  its  scope  and  effect. 

On  the  kindred  question  of  the  dual  language  his  opinions 
were  equally  decided  and  outspoken.  He  fully  sympathized 
with  the  French  Canadians  in  their  natural  attachment  to  their 
mother  tongue,  and  in  the  summer  immediately  preceding  his 
death,  carefully  noted  and  put  by  for  use  in  the  session  of  1891, 
the  following  extract  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  which 
he  observed  expressed  {mutatis  mutandis)  his  own  views  on  the 
proposal  to  abolish  the  official  use  of  the  French  language  in 
Manitoba. 

"  There  appears  to  be  a  desire— I  will  not  saj'  the  evidence  is  demon- 
strative, but,  still,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  question  is  brought  forward, 
there  seems  to  be  a  desire — to  a  great  extent  to  substitute  the  British  for  the 
Italian  language  in  Malta.  Well,  I  am  opposed  to  any  such  substitution.  I 
think,  and  my  mind  goes  back  to  the  case  of  Wales,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  world  that  the  Welsh  would  so  vividly  resent  as  any  officious  attempt  to 
change  the  language  of  their  country.  And,  gentlemen,  they  are  perfectly 
right.  The  union  between  a  nation  and  its  language,  the  union  between  even 
a  small  people  like  Wales  and  itf  language,  is  a  due  and  an  affectionate  union ; 
it  is  bound  up  with  all  its  traditions ;  and  when  we  went  into  Malta  we  engaged 
to  respect  their  traditions,  and  no  attempt,  no  policy,  I  do  not  care  where  it 
I)egan — I  believe  it  began  in  some  former  time — but  we  have  evidence  before 
us  now  which  induces  me  to  say,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Maltese  have  been 
sacredly  promised  the  preservation  of  their  language  and  institutions,  and  are 
entitled  to  claim  among  the  very  first  elements  of  that  promise,  that  we  shall 
l»ay  due  respect  to  the  customs  established  among  them  and  inherited  from 
tliuir  forefathers,  which  are  bound  up  with  all  their  ideas,  and  which  above  all 
they  wish  to  retain."  * 

In  holding  these  views,  Sir  John  Macdonald  cou.d  not  be 

charged  with  any  antecedent  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  Eoman 

Catholic  religion  or  the  French  Canadian  race ;  rather  do  I  think 

that  to  the  entire  absence  of  prejudice  in  his  large  and  liberal 

*  From  speech  of  the  Rt.  lion.  W.  E.  Gladstone  to  the  Wesleyans,  rcporttnl 
ill  the  Weekly  Tims,  August  1,  1890. 
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mind  is  to  be  ascribed  the  cause  which  determined  his  political 
attitude  on  these  questions.  While,  like  Disraeli,  he  admired 
the  ecclesiastical  polity  and  admirable  discipline  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  he  had  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  any  sympathy  with 
her  theological  system.  Nor  do  I  think  that  the  stately  forms 
of  Eoman  Catholic  worship  appealed  even  to  his  senses.  In 
fact,  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  liked  a  religious  service  to 
be  as  simple  as  possible.  I  surmise,  for  I  cannot  speak  from 
absolute  knowledge,  that,  in  common  with  many  excellent 
Christians,  he  cared  little  for  the  principle  of  dogma  in  religion, 
or  for  the  doctrine  of  a  visible  Church.  We  must,  therefore, 
look  elsewhere  for  the  reasons  which  guided  his  course. 

In  my  opinion  (and  it  is  all  a  matter  of  opinion)  he  sided 
with  the  Eoman  Catholics,  in  the  beginning  of  his  career,  partly 
because  he  believed  their  claims  were  just,  and  partly  because 
of  the  natural  generosity  of  his  nature,  which  prompted  him  to 
espouse  the  weaker  side.  The  alliance  once  contracted  eventually 
begot  mutual  obligations ;  for  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  if 
Sir  John  Macdonald  stood  by  the  Eoman  Catholics,  they  stood 
by  him.  Indeed,  for  many  years,  as  we  have  seen,  he  was 
sustained  in  power  by  the  almost  united  support  of  Lower 
Canada.  While  thus  united  by  the  political  traditions  of  many 
years  to  Lower  Canada,  whose  inhabitants  he  viewed  as  a  quiet, 
moral,  law-abiding,  tolerant  people.  Sir  John  Macdonald  was 
by  no  means  blind  to  the  defects  of  the  French  character,  chief 
among  which  he  placed  a  predisposition  to  fall  a  prey  to 
demagogues,  and  an  extreme  sensitiveness  on  matters  affecting 
their  race.  I  have  heard  him  say  too  (though  this  can  scarcely 
be  called  a  defect),  that  a  Frenchman,  whether  in  France  or  in 
Canada,  no  matter  what  his  intellectual  calibre  may  be,  finds 
great  difficulty  in  really  understanding  the  British  constitution, 
for  the  reason  that  his  mind  is  too  logical  to  allow  him  to  accept 
the  paradoxes  which  abound  therein.  He  illustrated  his  point 
by  saying,  that  the  French  mind  cannot  conceive  how  it  is  that 
many  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  exist  only  because  they  are 
never  used,  and  that  the  moment  they  were  exercised  they 
would  cease  to  be. 

Of  all  the  charges  brought  against  Sir  John  Macdonald  by 
his  political  opponents,  that  of  corruption  was  perhaps  the  most 
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common.  It  was  not  generally  alleged  that  he  actually  used 
his  position  to  enrich  himself  or  the  members  of  his  own  family, 
though  such  imputations  occasionally  were  made.  The  stand- 
ing charge,  however,  was  that  he  never  scrupled  to  reward  his 
political  friends  in  various  illegitimate  ways  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  and  that  in  this  practice  is  to  be  found  the  secret  of 
his  long  continuance  in  office.  My  experience  during  the  last 
ten  years  warrants  a  different  conclusion.  I  have  observed  that 
almost  every  political  supporter  lost  to  him  during  the  decade 
was  alienated  by  his  refusal  to  be  influenced  in  the  execution  of 
his  high  office  by  considerations  of  a  political  or  a  private  nature. 
A  notable  instance  of  this  has  recently  been  furnished  to  the 
press,  by  a  gentleman  who  considered  himself  aggrieved  because 
Sir  John  would  not  give  him,  at  a  nominal  price  and  without 
competition,  a  timber  limit,  which  had  previously  been  applied 
for.  Many  other  instances  of  Sir  John's  resolve  to  protect  the 
public  interest  could  be  cited. 

For  example,  in  188-  tenders  were  invited  for  a  large  public 
work.  When  the  time  for  awarding  the  contract  approached, 
Sir  John  Macdonald  was  at  Eiviere  du  Loup.  While  there  he 
received  an  urgent  telegram,  followed  by  a  letter  from  an  M.P., 
begging  him  to  use  his  •influence  with  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  to  extend  the  time  for  receiving  tenders.  To  this  corre- 
spondent Sir  John  thus  replied  : — 

"  I  have  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  and  had  previously  got 
your  telegram  about  extension  of  time  for  opening  of  tenders 

for ,     Such  an  extension  of  time,  at  the  request  of  intending 

contractors,  would  be  unprecedented,  and  would  give  rise  to  all 
kinds  of  charges  against  the  Public  Works  Department.  The 
knowledge  that  such  extension  was  given  in  any  one  case  would 
have  a  disturbing  effect  on  all  future  advertisements  for  tenders. 
There  would  be  no  end  of  applications  on  the  part  of  friends 
(after  having  perhaps  found  out  what  the  previous  tenders 
amounted  to)  for  further  extension.  We  are  always  very  glad 
to  help  our  friends  as  far  as  we  properly  can,  but  we  must 
consider  the  public  interest  first.  This  work  had  been  advertised 
for  tender  for  a  month  or  more." 

A  few  weeks  before  the  general  election  of  1887,  an  active 
parliamentary  supporter  wrote  him,  advocating  certain  changes 
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in  the  public  service  in  his  constituency,  which  would  involve 
the  superannuation  of  an  employee.  Sir  John  answered  to  the 
effect  that  he  did  not  see  how  this  could  be  done.  His  corre- 
spondent replied  with  some  warmth,  that,  if  it  were  not  done, 
"  we,"  meaning  the  Conservative  party,  "may  as  well  put  iii) 
the  shutters."  This  called  forth  a  rejoinder  from  Sir  John,  very 
neai'ly  in  these  words.  "  You  say  that  if is  not  super- 
annuated, we  may  as  well  put  up  the  shutters.    Now,  you  know, 

as  veil  as  I  do,  that is  not  a  fit  subject  for  superannuation. 

To  pension  him  at  this  time,  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  would 
be  a  job  that  I  would  rather  smash  twenty  Governments  than 
sanction." 

A  few  weeks  later,  he  was  in  the  thick  of  the  election. 
His  own  contest  in  Kingston  was,  as  usual,  a  hard  one. 
One  morning,  in  the  month  of  January,  a  gentleman,  reputed 
very  well  off,  called  at  Earnscliffe,  and  after  transacting  the 
business  that  had  brought  him  there,  said,  "  Sir  John,  I  know 
you  are  having  a  hard  time  of  it  in  Kingston.  I  know,  too, 
you  are  not  over- well  provided  with  this  world's  goods.  I  should 
very  much  like  to  be  allowed  to  give  you  a  subscription  towards 
defraying  your  own  election  expenses."  With  that  he  put 
down  an  envelope  containing  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  took  his  leave  before  Sir  John  could  say  a  word.  I  was 
not  in  the  room  at  the  time,  but  during  the  day  Sir  John  told 

me  of  it,  adding,  "  I  know  that  is  actuated  by  the  best 

of  motives,  and  I  would  not  hurt  his  feelings  for  the  world ; 
nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  is  (or  recently  has 
been)  a  Government  contractor,  it  would  not  do  for  me  to 
touch  a  penny  of  this.     I  want  you  to  take  this  package,  seek 

out  ,  and  return  it  to  him  with  my  thanks,  explaining 

why  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  accept  his  kind  aid."  Tliis 
I  did  on  the  same  day. 

Some  years  before  the  date  of  which  I  have  been  speaking, 
Sir  John,  during  one  summer,  occupied  the  country  house  of 
a  friend  who  had  relations  with  the  Government.  At  the 
end  of  the  season  he  inquired  as  to  the  rent,  and  was  informed 
there  was  nothing  to  pay.  This  he  would  not  hear  of.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  owner  represented  that  Sir  John  had 
done  him  a  service  by  occupying  a  house  that  otherwise  would 
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liave  remained  empty.  He  insisted  upon  paying  full  value 
for  the  use  of  the  property,  and,  the  owner  remaining  obdurate, 
he  sent  his  cheque  by  post. 

Similar  examples  of  his  scrupulous  care  in  all  matters 
affecting  his  relations  with  anybody  who  might,  at  any  future 
time,  ask  a  favour  of  him  as  head  of  the  Government,  could 
be  multiplied  indefinitely.  In  fact,  some  people  might  be 
disposed  to  think  that  he  carried  this  caution  to  the  verge 
of  eccentricity. 

"When  the  city  of  Vancouver  was  in  its  infancy,  or,  rather, 
before  there  was  any  city  there  at  all,  Lady  Macdonald  one 
day  expressed  the  wish  to  purchase  two  lots  on  what  is  now 
the  town  site,  and  asked  Sir  John's  permission  to  do  so. 

Said  she,  "  I  don't  want  any  money ;  I  have  three  or  four 
hundred  dollars  of  my  own,  and  the  Colonel"  (her  brother) 
"  will  give  me  three  or  four  hundred  more." 

"  No,  my  dear,"  he  replied,  "  you  had  better  not ! " 

"  Why  ? "  said  Lady  Macdonald. 

"Well,  if  you  were  to  buy  any  lots  out  there,  the  first 
tiling  I  should  know  would  be  that  a  post-office  or  a  custom- 
house was  put  on  them  without  my  knowing  anything  about 
it,  and  I  should  have  it  thrown  at  me  in  Parliament  that 
you  had  been  paid  for  them  ten  cents  more  than  they  were 
worth." 

So  the  lots  were  never  bought. 

It  is,  of  course,  inevitable  that  he  who  fills  the  office  of 
Prime  Minister  should  be  a  mark  for  calumny  of  every  degree 
and  kind.  It  is  incident  to  the  position,  the  penalty  of  great- 
ness. Nevertheless,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  few  men 
have  been  exposed  to  the  bitterness  of  party  rancour  to  the 
extent  which  it  was  Sir  John  Macdonald's  fortune  to  experience 
at  the  hands  of  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  press.  I  do  not 
refer  to  any  criticism,  however  violent  or  unjust,  of  his  public 
acts,  nor  even  to  ungenerous  allusions  to  his  personal  failings. 
I  speak  now  of  the  malignant  inventions  deliberately  set  ailoat 
with  the  express  object  of  defaming  his  character  and  of  causing 
pain  to  those  who  loved  him.  I  will  not  dwell  at  any  length 
on  a  topic  at  once  so  disagreeable  and  so  humiliating  to 
a  Canadian,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  give  one  or  two 
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instances  of  this  shocking  mode  of  warfare,  against  which  the 
Conservative  chieftain  had  to  contend. 

Sir  John  spent  the  summer  of  1873  at  Eiviere  du  Loup 
with  his  family.  It  was  the  period  of  the  "Pacific  scandal," 
and,  consequently,  a  time  of  unusual  political  excitement. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  5  th  of  August,  Lady  Macdonald 
received  an  ambiguously  worded  telegram  of  inquiry  from 
a  friend,  as  to  the  state  of  her  husband's  health.  A  few 
minutes  later  another  came,  followed  by  more  of  mysterious 
import,  all  hinting  at  something  apparently  too  dreadful  for 
expression.  Lady  Macdonald  at  once  took  them  to  Sir  Joliu, 
who  equally  with  herself  was  at  a  loss  to  divine  their  nieanhig. 
Telegraphic  inquiries  soon  brought  the  truth.  The  Montreal 
Witness,  the  day  before,  had  published  what  purported  to  be 
telegraphic  intelligence  from  Riviere  du  Loup,  to  the  efi'ect 
that  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  attempted  to  commit  suicide 
by  jumping  off  the  pier  at  that  place.*  On  the  following 
morning  the  Toronto  Glohc  published  the  statement  in  the  form 
of  a  special  from  Montreal,  in  which  city,  it  was  good  enough 
to  add,  the  rumour  had  caused  a  "very  painful  sensation." 
It  was  speedily  shown  that  no  such  telegram  had  ever  been 
sent  from  Eiviere  du  Loup,  or  received  at  Montreal,  and  that 
the  whole  affiiir  was  deliberately  manufactured  to  feed  the 
excitement  which  the  publication  of  the  McMulleu  corre- 
spondence, a  few  days  before,  had  produced. 

The  only  notice  Sir  John  *,ook  of  this  outrage  was  to 
despatch  reassuring  telegrams  to  his  relatives  and  intimate 
friends,  one  of  which  read,  "It  is  an  infamous  falsehood, 
I  never  was  better  in  my  life."     As  far  as  he  personally  was 

*  Tho  followiuf?  is  tlio  paragraph  as  it  appoarcd  in  the  Witness  of  the  ^tli  ut 
Au'fust,  1873.  "  Sad  of  the  riiEMiEu.— A  telegram  was  shown  to  several  gentlemen 
in  tho  eity  this  forenoon  auent  tho  doings  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  at  Rivifcredii 
I,onp.^  It  stated  tliat  yesterday  afternoon  Sir  John  attempted  to  commit  suieidc 
by  jumping  from  tho  wluirf  into  tlio  water.  IIo  was  rescued,  but  now  lies,  it  i- 
asserted,  in  a  precarious  condition." 

Tlio  Globe's  report  next  day  was  substantially  tho  same  as  tho  above.  On  the 
f)th  it  published,  under  tlio  form  of  a  correction,  au  insinuaticm  that  something  liml 
hii])pened  to  the  rremier,  which  his  friends  were  cndeavouriug  to  hush  up.  Tli 
italics  nro  niino.  "  The  sens  ion  (oncerning  tho  Premier  is  rapidly  dying  out  umln- 
the  influence  of  repeated  assurances  tliat  the  rumour  was  without  foundation"  [CMr, 
August  C,  187  .     Telegram  from  Montreal). 
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concerned,  newspaper  attacks,  even  of  a  nature  so  vile  as  this 
one,  affected  him  but  little.  Indeed,  ho  used  to  say  they 
rather  gratified  his  vanity  than  otherwise,  reminding  him,  as 
tliey  did,  how,  when  a  boy,  he  invariably  found  the  best 
apples  growmg  on  a  tree  at  whose  foot  lay  the  greatest  number 
of  sticks  and  stones.  One  can  imagine,  however,  the  pain 
these  atrocious  falsehoods  must  have  inflicted  upon  the  absent 
members  of  his  family,  as  well  as  the  shock  to  his  wife  and 
(laughter  by  his  side. 

I  pass  over  fourteen  years,  and  come  to  the  days  immediately 
preceding  the  general  election  of  1887.  Only  those  wl'O  have 
accompanied  a  I'rime  Minister  through  a  general  election  can 
realize  the  demands  that  such  an  ordeal  makes  upon  the 
resources  of  a  party  leader.  During  tliis  particular  campaign, 
Sir  John  worked  harder  than  at  any  corresponding  period, 
save  only  at  the  election  of  1872.  His  correspondence  was 
enormous,  and  its  management  severely  taxed  the  energies  of 
himself  and  three  secretaries.  After  a  hard  day's  work  we 
had  suspended  operations  for  dinner,  to  resume  our  labours 
iiinnediately  afterwards,  when  the  evening  papers  were  brought 
in,  among  them  the  Toronto  Globe*  containing  a  long  circum- 
stantial account,  headed  "The  Premier's  Condition,"  of  Sir 
Jolm  Macdonald's  "mental  collapse,"  accompanied  with  an 
editorial  on  the  "strange,  sad,  and  probably  incredi])le  story," 
wliich,  while  in  part  true,  they  "  on  the  whole  "  declined  to 
believe.  The  whole  tone  of  the  article  conveyed  the  impression 
that  their  refusal  to  do  so  was  merely  an  exercise  of  the 
charity  wl.ich  thinketh  no  evil  at  the  expense  of  their  judgment. 
Sir  John,  who  was  in  excellent  healtli  at  the  time,  read  it  all, 
smiled,  and  told  us  the  story  of  his  "  suicide  "  in  1873. 

*  January  22u(l. 
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TIIK  fiUMMKU  OF  1890— VISIT  TO  PnTSOi:  KDWAIU)  ISI.ANT) — TO  HALIFAX  AS'l) 
.ST.  JOHN — GKNKRAL  ELECTION  .'  1891 — FAILIXG  HEALTH— LAST  III - 
M:SS — DE.VTH — rXIVKHSAL  MOCUNIMi — THK  QUEEN's  LICTTF.K — STATK. 
FUN'KIIAL — UN'V  •  INU  OP  151'ST  IK  ST.  I'AUlAs  CATIIKDUAL — LOUD 
UOSFBEUY'S   SPKECII — "  SI  MOXUMENTUM  UEQUIUIS  CIUCUMSnCE." 

I  HAVE  now  arrived  at  the  last  scene  in  the  drama  we  havf; 
been  so  lon;:^  considering. 

The  summer  of  1890  was  a  fine  one,  and  Sir  John  Muc- 
donald  seemed  greatly  to  enjoy  his  quiet  retreat  at  iiiviere  du 
Loup.  In  August  he  paid  a  short  visit  to  Prince  Edward 
Ishiud,  vdiere  he  had  not  been  for  twenty  years.  He  returned 
to  Otta^\a  early  in  September,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  month 
left  for  Nova  Scotia,  on  a  short  political  tour.  After  two  or 
three  days  spent  at  Halifax,  where  he  addressed  a  large  audience 
in  the  open  air,  he  ran  over  to  St.  John,  to  see  his  old  friend 
Sir  Leonard  Tilley.  While  tliere,  he  held  another  meeting, 
leaving  for  Ottawa  early  next  morinng,  by  special  train  over 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway's  "  short  line."  It  was  his  first 
trip  over  this  route,  and  he  appreciated  the  novelty,  especially 
the  sight  presented  by  the  New  England  forests,  then  in  the  lull 
glow  of  their  autumnal  splendour.  During  the  whole  day  we 
had  th(i  train  to  ourselves.  He  spoke  more  than  usual  about 
the  future,  and  seemed  full  of  vigour. 

His  good  liealth  continued  tliroughout  the  autumn.  I 
seldom  saw  him  better  than  in  the  months  of  October  ami 
November.  I  recollect  telling  him  so,  and  remember  his 
jaunty  reply  that  he  felt  "  tolerably  well  for  an  old  chap." 

On   the   2nd  of  February,  tho   day  on   which   tho  report 
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advising  the  dissohruion  of  Piirliament  was  agreed  to  iu  Council, 
I  drove  home  with  him  to  dinner.  Ke  was  full  of  energy,  and 
was  husy  outlining  his  election  address  *  until  a  late  hour.  It 
was  then  he  talked  over  the  pHn  of  campaign,  and  tidd  me  he 
would  direct  the  battle  from  Ti.ronto,  as  he  d'-l  not  feel  able  to 
move  about  as  much  as  in  1887.  Circumstances  prevented  his 
leaving  Ottawa  as  early  as  he  wished,  and  it  was  not  until 
Sunday  night,  the  15th  of  February,  that  h*.  started  for 
Toronto. 

As  I  always  fearetl  would  be  the  case,  he  was  insensildy 
drawn  into  the  conflico,  and  Avas  unable  to  r(;sist  the  urgent 
appeals  to  liim  from  all  parts  of  the  Province.  On  Tuesday,  the 
i7th  of  February,  he  addressed  a  large  political  meeting  in 
Toronto.  On  Wednesday  he  went  to  Hamilton  and  spoke,  on 
Thursday  to  Strathroy.  On  Friday  he  was  in  London.  On 
Saturday  he  spoke  at  Stratford,  St.  Mary's  and  IJramptou,  and 
returned  to  Toronto  more  fatigued,  I  thought,  than  on  sinular 
occasions  in  the  past.  On  the  next  night  he  left  Toronto  for 
Kingston.  The  weather  in  the  west  hiul  been  mild,  but  it  was 
lutterly  cold  in  Kingston.  To  this  sudden  ehangc  of  tem- 
perature I  attribute  the  chill,  from  tin;  effects  of  which  he 
never  fully  recovered.  On  Monday  he  remained  in  bed.  (Ju 
Tuesday  he  come  downstairs  about  noon,  and  met  some  jiolitical 
supporters  from  Napanee,  who  luessed  him  to  run  out  there 
next  day  and  hold  a  meeting.  He  was  very  loth  to  go,  but 
fuially  consented;  and,  on  AVednesday  the  2oLii,  lu^  started 
on  the  fatal  trip.  Tin;  day  was  raw  and  bleak.  On  liis  arrival 
at  Na])ance  he  was  driven  in  an  o])en  carriage  to  the  town  hall, 
where  the  arrangements  for  the  nmeting  were  very  bad.  The 
I'l'owd  was  :io  dense  that  they  invaded  the  platform  froui  whi(di 
ho  was  speaking.  I  .saw  that  he  was  warm  and  tired,  and  did 
uiv  utmost  to  induce  the  local  j)olitieians  to  allovv  him  to 
return  to  his  car.  Nothing,  however,  woidd  satisfy  them  but 
ills  presence  at  another  meeiing  in  a  different  part  of  the  town. 
The  open  carriage  was  again  called  into  re([nisition,  and  he 
was  di'iven  through  tlu?  town,  when-  the  i>erformaneo  was 
repeated.  Whon  he  n'turncd  to  the  car  there  were  several 
t  le^rania  awaiting   him.     I    went   to   his  room  to   take   his 
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instructions,  and  found  him  lyin,!:,'  across  tlie  bed,  his  face 
of  an  ashen  grey.  "  I  am  exhausted,'  lie  said,  and  indeed 
lie  looked  it. 

On  his  return  to  Ivingston  he  took  to  his  bed,  and  renmine'l 
there  until  we  left  for  Ottawa.  While  in  Kingston  those  ahout 
him  had  daily  eonsidtations  with  Doctor  Sullivan,  who  was 
afraid  of  congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  said  that  his  heart'-; 
action  was  alarmingly  weak,  Immediatdy  on  his  return  Id 
Ottawa  (the  morning  of  election  day),  Sir  John  went  to  !)c<l. 
A  sjiecial  wire  ran  to  Earnscliffe,  and  when  evtming  drew  on 
r  took  him  u])  the  news  to  his  bed-room.  "With  the  intellig(!iu'e 
of  his  own  tdection,  that  of  his  son  and  so-ne  personal  friends, 
he  seemed  gratified,  but  said  litthj.  About  ten  o'clock,  that  is 
when  the  result  of  the  elections  in  not  more  than  half  the  con- 
stituencies was  known,  and  the  fate  of  tht  (iovernment  still 
hung  in  the  balance,  he  said,  "1  think  that  will  do  for  to- 
lught,"  turned  over,  anil  wenl  to  Nleep.  Tuat,  however,  was 
nothing  extraordinary,  for,  on  the  night  of  th  3  general  election 
of  LSST,  he  remained  in  tlie  library  only  until  half-past 
nine  o'clock,  and  the  res  alt  was  by  no  maar.s  assured  when 
he  rose,  took  his  candle,  saiil,  "  Oood  niyht,  gentlemen,"  aud 
retired. 

He  remained  in  bevi,  or  indoors,  a  great  ])irtof  the  nK.mtli 
of  Mai'ch,  with  an  occasional  run  into  town,  and  was  very 
miserable  throughout  April  and  the  beginning  of  May.  It  was 
after  he  began  to  go  out  that  I  first  became  seriously  alarmed, 
lie  did  not  seem  to  gain  strength,  and  comydained  again  iuid 
again  of  feeling  weak.  His  colour,  too,  wai  bad ;  that  aslieii 
hue  of  which  I  have  spoken  being  often  on  his  face,  especially 
at  the  close  of  a  long  day's  work 

On  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  ^lay,  I  \veut  over  to  his  ])rivute 
rooms  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  usual.  About  a  quarter  ti» 
lour  lui  canie  in,  and  went  into  the  inner  room,  called  me,  and 
said  th.it  ho  wah.  to  meet  his  Kxccdlency  the  Governor  Crencnil 
with  Sir  John  Thompson  at  four  o'clock.  I  noticed  at  the  liiuc 
that  there  was  something  wrong  with  his  speech.  I  liad  had 
no  experience  of  i).iralysis,  but  I  felt  sure  this  was  a  premonili"ii 
nf  something  serious.  I  came  back  to  tell  him  Sir  .lulia 
Thompson  would  bo  there  very  soon.     He  aaid,  "  He  must  come 
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at  once,  because  he  must  speak  to  the  Governor  for  mc,  as 
i  cannot  talk.  There  is  something  tlio  matter  with  my 
speech." 

When  the  interview  was  over,  liis  E.vcellency  and  Sir  John 
Tlioinpson  spoke  to  me  privately  on  the  subject,  and  both 
t'.\'P".'S.<ed  tlieir  greatest  concern,  Lord  Stanley  saying  he  felt 
siu'e  there  wan  cause  for  alarm,  as  lie  had  seen  similar  symptoms 
in  the  case  of  one  who  died  of  paralysis.  After  they  left 
Sir  John  came  into  the  outer  office  and  sj)oke  to  me.  For  the 
tii'St  time  in  my  life  I  noticed  a  trace  of  nervousness  in  his 
manner.  "I  aiu  afraid  of  jiaralysis,"  he  said;  "both  ray 
parents  died  of  it,  and,"  he  added  slowly,  "  I  seem  to  feel  it 
rroeping  over  mc."  I  at  once  called  a  cal),  and  there  being 
some  delay,  he  and  1  walked  down  the  I'arliament  grounds  to 
meet  it.  Ho  was  then  better,  and  got  into  the  cab  without 
diliioulty.  1  begged  him  to  let  me  driv(;  home  with  him,  but 
he  would  not  permit  it,  saying,  "  There  is  no  necessity."  He 
addi'd,  "You  must  be  careful  imt  to  mention  this  to  Lady 
-Macdduald."  There  was  a  ball  at  Government  House  that 
evening,  on  my  way  to  which  I  called  at  KarnscliiTe,  and  found 
^ir  ddhu  in  bed  reading.  His  speech  was  almost  restored  again, 
and  he  had  seen  the  doctor  in  tl:e  mean  time.  This  attack 
passed  off,  and  on  Saturday,  the  lOth,  he  gave  a  dinner,  at 
which  h(i  looked  wretched,  but  on  3loutlay  morning  he  seemed 
belter,  and  all  through  the  week  v.as  more  like  his  old  self. 
<»n  Saturday,  the  23rd  of  May,  he  gav;  another  dinner.  On 
the  morning  of  that  day  he  asked  nuj  to  prejjare  a  list  for  a 
dinner  on  the  I30th,  whhdi,  alas  I  he  was  destined  never  to  eat. 
On  looking  over  it,  he  said,  "'  Tliursday  is  a  Indiihiy,  is  it  not  ?" 
I  answered  that  it  wa.s.  "Well,"  said  lie,  "I  think  we  miglit 
•^ive  a  dinner  on  Thursday  as  well  as  on  Saturday.  H«»wev«, 
li't  that  stand  until  Monday." 

At  dinner,  on  the  23r(l,  he  was  in  <•;  ital  spirit-.  "When  1 
I'd  him  ,i(  10  o'(dock  1  thought  he  was  dmost  him!i»df  again. 
KuL  en  Monday  morning  1  learned  tliat  ho  had  '••reu  very 
'iiuvell  all  day  Sunday.  It  apjieaved  that,  oi.  Saturday  niizJu. 
at'tor  his  guests  had  gone,  ho  tlire^v  himself  into  an  easy-'">»au-, 
II. d  tlia  room  being  warm,  a  Wiudow  Avas  opened,  and  the 
drai;  :ht  ulfected  him.     On  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
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he  was  weak  and  miserable,  and  tliose  about  him  were  mncli 
alarmed. 

iJuring  'tlie  iii;j,lit  lietween  Weiliiesday  and  Thur.'^day,  al)riut 
half-past  two,  he  suchlenly  called  out  of  his  sleep  to  Lady 
Macdonald,  who  immedialcdy  went  to  him,  and  found  that  liis 
left  arm  was  partially  paralyzetl.  On  Thursday  morning  he  wa-- 
better,  and  the  jjaralysis  seemed  to  be  wearing  away.  Ifo 
appeared  to  feel  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  for  he  insisted  on 
signing  a  certain  document  connected  with  the  disi)0.sition  of  his 
property.  I  asked  him  when  he  wished  to  sign  it.  lie  said, 
"Now,  M'hile  there  is  time."  Afterwards  he  saw  Sir  John 
Thompson,  with  whom  he  showed  an  inclination  to  discu.^s 
public  business,  a  disposition  which  the  INIinister  of  Justice,  in 
view  of  his  serious  condition,  discouraged  as  far  as  possible.* 

During  the  morning  he  instructed  me  to  prepare  for  him 
two  resolutions,  of  which  he  intended  giving  notice  in  the 
House  of  Commons;  out;  respecting  tiie  North  Shore  Itouds, 
and  the  other  alwnt  what  is  known  as  the  Carleton  Branch  ol 
the  Intercolonial  Eailway.  He  spoke  several  tunes  during  the 
day  in  regard  to  tliese  matters,  and  was  not  satisfied  until 
I  bad  brought  him  one  of  the  draft  resolutions,  and  explained 
that  in  the  absence  of  some  necessary  information  1  was  unahk' 
to  prepare  the  other  one.  All  that  day  he  was  much  interesttMl 
in  public  affairs,  and  his  nund  was  as  bi'ight  and  active  as  evei 

On  Friday  morning,  the  20tii  of  May,  he  was  the  same  as  en 
the  previous  day,  having  passed  a  good  night.  About  eleven 
o'ch)ck  he  inipiired,  as  he  had  done  a  hundred  times  before  dui'in;.^ 
slight  indispositions,  what  letters  there  were.  I  answered  that 
there  were  not  many,  and  few  of  any  importance,  and  asked  it 
I  should  bring  them  up.     He  replied  with  a  slight  gesture  nl 

*  Sir  ,l()l;n  Tlionipsdii.  in  s])(!ikiii;i-  ut  this  interview,  liiis  said,  tluit,  at  if.  Sir  Join, 
ISliUilonaUrs  intelici't  was  as  at  nfe  led  \i;;iii(ins  as  cin  thn  iirst  (lay  liu  ever  saw  iiiiii 

Tliu  last  pieeu  (if  luisiness  lit:  transacted  was  the  ^ijiimtin^  of  leave  t)f  abseiin  i 
Mr.  II.  DaTies,  an  Dtlii'iai  nf  the  I'rinec  Hilwartl  Island  Railway.  Mr.  Davit's  i^ ;  i 
(lid  ninn.  an  tdfenee  towards  \\hi(li,  as  Sir  .idlin  tdisi>rve(l,  he  was  vmy  iu(lul;:('iil. 

The  last  letter  ho  sij;nctl  va.-.  atl(lre--((l  h)  his  frit-ud  ^Ir.  E.  W.  Katlilmii 
Dt'seront".     Tha*   was  en  AVcduci-day.     'I'lic   la.-t  letter  ho  dictated  wu.s  to  Siii;il  ' 
liijidton,  on  Friday.      T  am  not  ahle  to  >ay  «ith  etrtaiidy  what  was  the  last  iittn  I 
wrott>  with  his  own  Imnd.  lint  am   iniliiicd  to  think  it  was  a  note  to  Mr.  Spt,!  ■ 
White   on    'Wudncsdav.      Tic   ci  itaituN    wrote    notliiui;-   mure   tl.an  his  naiiii   ;t!i 
Wfdnesdav. 
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inipntio.nce,  "Yes,  of  course,"  T  did  not  brin;;-  them  all  up, 
however,  but  only  a  few  A  minor  importance,  to  wbicli  he 
dictated  some  replies.  I  observed  that  ho  soon  got  tired,  and 
I  left  the  room  about  twelve.  Shortly  afterwards  Dr.  Snllivan 
(lii-^  Kingston  physician)  saw  him  for  a  few  minute.'^.  About 
lialf-jmst  two  he  sent  for  nie  abont  a  trivial  matter.  When  I 
left  him  lie  was  reading  the  NorfJi.  American  Rcvicv\  and  seemed 
easy  in  mind  and  body,  so  much  so  that  the  members  of  his 
family  ^vcre  enconraged  to  hope,  that  the  worst  had  passed. 
fiuloed  his  composnre  might  have  deceived  anyone  niiverscd  in 
niedical  science.  While,  from  his  expression  of  the  day  before, 
"  1  will  sign  now  while  there  is  time,"  as  well  as  from  what  I 
afterwards  learned  that  the  doctors  had  told  him,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  on  that  Friday  afternoon  Sir  John  fully  realized  the 
extreme  gravity  of  his  condition,  yet  neither  by  voice,  look,  nor 
iiiainier  did  he  manifest  the  slightest  dis([uietude.  The  history 
of  Sir  .John's  last  illness  is  in  some  respects  an  epitome  of  his 
life.  As  long  as  he  could  he  strove  against  the  sense  of 
weariness  that  oppressed  him,  and  when  at  length  tlie  inexorable 
I,tws  of  nature  asserted  their  sway,  he  assumed  that  quiet 
ili;4iiity  which  ever  marked  his  acc('])tance  of  the  inevitable,  and 
<  aliidy  awaited  the  last  dread  summons. 

At  half-past  three  his  doctor  called,  and  after  spending  a 
fi'W  minutes  in  the  office,  went  upstairs.  He  sat  down  by  the 
bedside,  and  put  a  few  (Questions,  which  Sir  John  answered  as 
asnal.  About  four  o'clock,  while  conversing  cpiietly  with 
Di'.  Powell,  he  gently  leaned  his  head  back  on  the  pillow, 
yawned  once  or  twice,  and  became  apparently  unconscious. 
The  doctor  at  once  saw  that  lu;  had  received  a  second  stroke, 
tlii.s  time  comi)lete  right  hemiiilegia.  From  that  moment,  he 
never  spoke  nor  exhibited  mere  than  a  sort  of  semi-consciousness, 
lie  remained  in  this  condition  for  eight  days,  passing  quietly 
away  at  a  quarter-past  ten,  on  the  evening  (tf  Saturday  the 
'itli  of  June.  The  moment  of  his  death  was  peaceful  in  the 
".xtiome.  In  the  afternoon  the  linal  change  came.  His 
i''si'iratiou,  which  had  previously  been  very  rapid,  now  became 
aliiiurmally  slow,  and  gradually  slowei  \nd  slower,  until  it 
'■•'ased  altogether. 

iJuring  his  illness  messages  of  inquiry  from  all  parts  of  the 
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Kinpire  rained  down  upon  Earnsclifi'e.  From  far-off  India  ( ;iin 
the  symjiathy  of  tli.'-  Viceroy,  addressed  to  Lady  MacdonaM,  in 
the  brief  but  exj^ressive  words,  "1  grieve  for  you  and  \> 
(Canada."  The  Qiu  en's  solicitude  showed  itself  in  daily  inquirii- 
of  the  Governor  General.  On  liearin;^  of  the  death  of  he. 
faithful  servant  1  fer  ^Majesty  telegrapl;ed : — 

"1  am  deeply  grieved  at  the  news  oi'  tlin  deutli  of  Sir  John  ^lacdmia!  I 
lie  will  be  a  great  loss  to  Canada  and  tu  his  Sovereign.  Pray  express  my 
deep  Hympathy  with  Lady  Maedonald. 

"  VrtToinA  R.I." 

Her  Iioyal  Hit^hness  Ihe  Princes.s  Loui.se,  tlie  Marquis  nt 
Lome,  the  llight  Honourable  W.  H.  Smith,  Sir  Charles  Tapper, 
Lord  Mount  Stephen,  Sir  Donald  Smith,  and  other  friends  of  tli<' 
dead  statesman  at  a  distance  testified  to  their  grief.  At  hoiiu 
the  demonstrations  of  regret  were  wdl-nigli  universal.  In 
addition  to  the  individual  sympathy  of  hundreds,  nearly  evoi'\ 
public  corporation  in  Ganada  ])laced  on  record,  in  tlie  form  (.i 
an  address  to  Lady  ]\lacdonaId,  their  sense  of  the  loss  sustaineil 
to  the  country  by  the  death  of  the  Prime  Minister.  Wlieii  all 
was  over,  Her  IMajesty  addressed  the  heart-broken  widow  in  :i 
letter  full  of  gracious  .sympathy,  which  only  one  who  hmi 
experienced  the  like  afHictiou  could  feel. 


'*•' 


"  Windsor  Castle,  July  2,  1801 
"Dear  Lady  Mac  doxai.h, 

"  Though  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  you  personally,  I  an: 
desirous  of"  writing  tc  express  what  I  have  already  done,  my  deep  syuipalliy 
with  you  in  your  present  deep  aftliction  for  tiu;  loss  of  your  dear  distingni^ln'l 
husband. 

"  I  wish  also  to  say  how  truly  and  sincerely  grateful  I  an)  for  his  develi"' 
and  faithful  services,  which  he  londered  for  so  many  j'cars  to  his  Soveroi^i 
and  this  Dominion. 

"  It  gives  me  nnich  pleasure  to  mark  my  high  sense  of  Sir  .lulu 
Macdonald's  distinguished  sor\ices  by  conferring  on  you  a  public  mark  ■■: 
regard  for  yourself  as  well  as  for  him. 

"Your  health  has.  I  trust,  not  sutVercd  from  your  long  and  anxi'ni- 
nursing. 

'■  IJelicve  me  alwaj's 

*'  Yours  very  sincerely, 

"  VlCTOKlA,  ii.i."' 
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'rcTOitrA  R.I." 


To  which  Lady  Macdonald  replied  : — 

"Earnscliflu,  Ottawa,  July  27.  1891. 
":\IAD.\^^ 

''Iliavo  received  with  tiie  deepest  emotion  and  with  feoiiiii^s  ol 
[irofound  gratification  tlic  kind  letter  of  sympathy  with  wliich  Your  Majesty 
lias  deigned  to  honour  me  on  the  sad  occasion  of  my  great  los.s  and  criisiiing 
sorrow. 

"  The  words  of  gracious  acicnowledgraent  in  whicii  Your  Maji'sty  is  pleased 
to  refer  to  my  beloved  husband's  long  and  faithful  services  and  devotion  to 
Your  ^lajesty's  Throne  and  Person  are  indeed  ti:o  richest  earthly  consolation 
I  can  ever  know,  and  in  gratefully  receiving  the  high  mark  of  favour  by  wliich 
Your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  further  to  express  tiiis  acknowledgment, 
I  beg  to  convey  my  profound  sense  of  Your  Majesty's  goodness  to  me  and  tn 
liiia  whose  useful  and  miselfish  life  has  now,  in  the  providence  and  wisdom  of 
(iod,  been  brought  to  a  peaceful  close. 

''  ^Vith  every  assurance  of  renewed  devotion  and  loyalty  to  Your  Majesty 
and  the  Empire. 

''  I  have  the  hoiioiu"  to  remain 

'•  Your  Majesty's  faithful  hi.mble  servant, 

*'  AciNK.S   M.VCU0XAI.1).'' 


Ic  July  •-',  1801 


long  and  aiixi"" 


A  few  (lays  later  it  was  officially  announced  tliat,  in  recog- 
nition of  her  husband's  distinguished  services  to  the  Empire,  Her 
Mfjesty  had  been  pleased  to  grant  to  Lady  Macdonald  the 
dignity  of  a  Peeress  of  the  L^nited  Kingdom,  with  the  title  of 
i3aroness  Macdonald  of  Earnscliffe, 

Parliament  was  sitting  at  tlie  time  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
dcatii.  On  Monday  afternoon  Sir  Hector  Langeviu,*  the 
.senior  member  of  the  late  Cabinet,  formally  communicated 
the  melancholy  news  to  the  House  of  (,'onnnons,  whicli  at 
once  ordered  a  State  funeral,  and  adjourned  for  eight  days  to 
allow  of  a  fitting  expression  of  tlie  national  grief.  On  Tuesday 
and  ])art  of  Wednesday  the  body  lay  in  state  in  tlie  Senat(> 
Chamber,  where  it  was  visited  by  thousands  of  liigh  and  low 
<legree,  who  thronged  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  familiar  face 
of  the  great  leader.  There,  clad  in  the  uniform  of  an  Imperial 
Privy  Councillor,  and  covered  with  the  flag  he  had  so  long 
upheld,  at  his  side  the  insignia  of  liis  orders,  and  on  his 
breast  a  wreath   of  white   roses,  bearing  the  legend,  "Prom 

*  For  Sir  Iloctor  Laugoviu'.s  speech  on  this  occa.'<ion,  as  well  as  the  graceful  and 
'li'quent  tribute  of  Mr.  Luurier,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  sec  Appendices  XXIX. 
and  XXX. 
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Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  in  memory  of  Her  faithful  and  do- 
voted  servant,"  lay  all  that  was  mortal  of  Sir  John  Macdonald. 

On  Wednesday,  after  a  stately  and  solemn  pajfoant,  the 
like  of  which  had  never  before  been  witnessed  in  (Janadu, 
the  remains  of  the  deceased  statesman  were  borne  to  Kin<:^ston, 
where,  on  Thursday,  the  11th  of  June,  they  were  laid  in 
Catara([ui  cemetery,  near  the  yrave  of  his  mother,  in  con- 
formity with  his  expressed  desire.*  On  the  followin;'  day 
a  m('iiu:)rial  service,  held  in  Westminster  Abbey,  gave  those  of 
his  friends  who  were  in  London  an  opportunity  of  paying  theii 
tribute  to  the  illustrious  dead. 

Seventeen  months  later,  in  the  presence  of  a  distinguished 
company,  tlie  i)resent  Trime  Minister  of  England,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  unveiled  a  bust,  erected 
to  tlie  nunnory  of  Canada's  great  son,  in  tlie  crypt  of  8t.  Paul's 
Cathedral.  The  bust,  which  is  of  white  marble,  stands  in  the 
south  aisle  of  the  crypt  chapel,  and  represents  Sir  John 
Macdonald  in  the  unifo-m  of  a  Privy  Councillor,  with  thr 
star  of  a  ( J  rand  Commander  of  the  Bath  on  the  breast,  and 
the  chain  of  that  Order  over  the  shoulders.  On  the  pedestal 
is  this  inscription  :  "The  Pdglit  Honourable  Sir  John  Alexander 
Macdonald,  P.(.'.,  O.CJ.B.,  D.C.L.,  for  19  years  Premier  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  Horn  1815,  died  18'.>1.  'A  British 
subject  I  was  born,  a  British  subject  I  will  die.'" 

In  the  course  of  a  brief  address.  Lord  Ilosebery  said — 

"Wo  arc  gradually  I'lillt'ctiiig  within  lliis  cathedral  tho  Ldren  and  the 
PeiKttrs — the  liouwehuld  gods— of  our  coiuniunwoalth.  Up  above  there  .skt.'|> 
Wt'lliiigton  and  Nelson,  thoKc  lords  of  war  who  preserved  tlie  ICiupire ;  below 
licro  we  have  oHigics  of  Dalley  and  Mac(lonald,  who  did  so  much  to  |)reservc  it. 
We  have  not,  indeeil,  their  liod'es.  Tlu-y  rest  more  litly  in  the  regions  wIk.mv 
tiicy  lived  and  labomed  ;  but  here  to-day  we  consoerate  their  memory  and  tlii'ii 
example.    We  know  nothing  of  party  politics  in  Canada  on  this  oecasion.   Wi^ 

♦  "  I  desire  that  I  shall  bo  buriod  in  tlio  Kiiiffston  conu'tt'ry  near  tlio  jfrave  of  my 
nidthir,  us  I  iinniiist'd  her  lliiit  I  sluuild  bo  tliero  burieil."  (Extract  from  Sir  Joliii 
Miicdoiuild's  will.) 

The  hinial  plot  of  tlio  Mac  lonaldn  I'wn  on  tho  left  liiuui  wide  of  tho  main  roml 
running  through  the  ('ntaraipii  ci  iiictory.  On  tint  death  of  Miw  Macdonald,  in  IHHS, 
tSir  .lohn  and  Dr.  Wdlianison  imil  a  couvcrsiition  on  the  subject  :'  a  conunnn 
iiionnmcnt,  which  was  duly  erected.  Sir  Jolin's  grave  lit«  immwliutely  to  the  left  or 
west  of  this  monnment  as  one  enters  the  gate  of  the  jilot,  facing  north.  On  tlio  otlirr 
Hide  of  the  innnumeiit  is  the  grave  of  Mrs.  WdliaiiiHiin  ;  while  to  thu  left  of  Kir  Joint's, 
the  graves  lie  in  thu  following  order— sister,  tatlior  and  infiint  son,  mother,  wife. 


[Chap.  XXVII. 


18;'].] 


LAST  DAYS. 


2Ga 


iC('uj,mi/.o  only  lliit>,  tluil  Sir  .lulin  Macdoiiald  liad  grasped  tlie  central  idea, 
tliat  the  liritish  Enii)ire  is  the  groAtest.  Kccular  agency  fur  good  now  known 
to  mankind ;  that  that  was  the  secret  of  his  success,  and  tliat  he  determined 
to  ilic  nnder  it,  and  strove  that  Canada  should  live  under  it.  It  is  a  custom, 
I  liiivc  iieard.  in  the  (icrman  army  that,  when  new  colours  are  presented  to 
a  rej,'iinent,  the  German  Emperor  fwst,  and  then  his  princes  and  chiefs  in 
their  order,  each  drive  a  nail  into  the  statl.  I  have  sometimes  been  reminded 
■if  'ais  practice  in  connection  with  the  banner  of  our  Empire  Eliiaheth  and 
licr  iiemes  lirst  drove  their  nails  in,  an<l  so  onward  through  the  expansive, 
rightceiith  century,  when  our  flag  Hashed  everywhere,  down  to  our  own 
times,  v.'hen  we  iiave  not  quailed  or  shrunk.  Yesterday  it  wrapped  the 
corpse  of  Tennyson ;  to-day  we  drive  one  more  nail  in  on  behalf  of  Sir 
.Idliii  Macdonaid.  This  stixndard  so  richly  studded  imposes  on  us,  tho 
survivors,  a  solemn  obligation.  It  would  be  nothing  were  it  the  mero  symbol 
iif  violence  and  rapine,  or  even  of  compiest.  It  is  what  it  is  because  it 
ri'|irosents  everywhere!  jjcace  and  civilization  and  commerce,  the  negation 
(if  iiairowness,  and  the  gospel  of  humanity.  Let  us  then,  to-day,  by  the 
sliriiie  (if  this  signal  statesman,  once  more  remember  our  responsibility,  and 
rriiow  the  resolution  that,  come  what  may,  we  will  not  flinch  or  fail  umii  i  it."' 

Among  the  many  tributes  to  Sir  John  MacJonald's  nttnnory, 
I  desire  specially  to  refer  to  the  t'ollowinj,'  lines  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  (Ivistavus  Wicksteed,  between  whom  and  Sir  John 
there  existed  a  warm  friendship  for  upwards  of  fifty  years. 
Mr,  Wicksteed;  wlio  was  born  in  1799,  is  still  hale,  and  looks 
forward  io  experitmce  the  unicxue  distinction  of  having  lived 
in  three  centuries. 

" '  Qul$  desiderio  sit  pudor  nut  modng 

Tam  vari  rapilis  ! ' — Hoii.,  lib.  i.,  Carm.  24. 

'•  In  death's  cold  arms  our  country's  father  lies — 
When  shall  his  equal  glad  her  longing  eyes? 

"  Wy  distance  parted  when  her  peo|)lo  were, 
Estranged  and  separate,  scattered  here  and  there, 
lie,  by  aiumpuct  linn  and  wisely  pl.iimed, 
(iave  thom  for  country  all  Canadian  land. 
And  stretched  o'er  mountain  steep  and  prairie  broad, 
For  friendly  intercourse,  an  iron  road. 

"  Long  with  consummate  statesmanship  ho  swayed 

The  councils  of  the  nation  he  had  made, 

Contended  for  the  right  with  tongue  and  pen, 
.  And  won  by  kindly  deeils  the  hearts  of  men  ; 

And  old-time  friends  and  old  opjionents  vied 

In  patriot  sorrow  when  Macdonaid  died." 
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During  Sir  John  Macdonald's  last  visit  to  Halifax,  Trofossor 
Weldon,  M.P.,  wlio  was  present  and  spoke  at  the  public  nieetiiv^ 
addressed  by  the  Prime  Minister,  uttered  a  remark  wliich 
I  have  often  recalled.  In  alluding  to  the  central  figure  of 
the  day's  proceedings,  he  observed  that,  notwithstanding  '^v^ 
demonstrations  of  welcome  he  had  witnessed,  people  did  not 
fully  realize  liow  great  a  man  was  in  their  midst.  "  In  tliv 
time  to  come,"  he  added,  "when  the  thin''s  of  to-dav  haw 
assumed  their  true  proportions,  all  men  will  recognize  what 
(Canada  owes  to  Sir  John  Macdonahl,  and  they  will  go  abuut 
ei-ecting  statues  to  him  in  the  market-places  of  the  people." 

It  was  fitting  that,  in  the  heart  of  the  Empire  he  loved 
ao  well,  the  first  memorial  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  should  have 
been  laised.  To  Hamilton  belongs  the  honour  of  being  tlio 
first  cit}'  in  (Janada  to  illustrate  l*rofessor  Weldon's  prophecy. 
There,  a  few  months  ago,*  the  successor  of  Sir  John  IMacdonidil, 
in  the  ])re3ence  of  assembled  thousands,  unveiled  a  statue  to 
the  memory  of  his  late  chief.  Sir  John  Thompson's  speech  m 
that  occasion,  which  was  a  noble  and  tender  eulogy  of  lii> 
departed  leader,  will  be  found  elsewhcrcf  It  is  a  mutter  of 
regret  that  the  limitations  of  this  work  prevent  the  insertion 
here  of  other  speeches  delivered  on  that  occasion,  and  puili- 
cularly  of  the  tribute  which  Sir  Oliver  Mowat,  a  life-loiiu 
jiolitical  opponent,  paid  to  the  memory  of  one  with  wliuni, 
in  youth,  he  had  been  closely  associated. 

Montreal,  Toronto,  and  Kingston  will  soon  share  the  dis- 
tinction now  ])os3essed  by  Hamilton.  A  national  monumoni 
is  also  in  progress  of  erection  at  the  capital,  and,  ere  many  years 
pass  away,  I  doubt  not  that  Professor  Weldon's  words  will 
receive  their  literal  fulfilment,  that  everywliere  the  pcdpli' 
of  (.'anjida  will  raise  statues  to  the  memory  of  Sir  dolm 
Macdonald,  thus  justifying,  in  a  double  sense,  the  ai)]di(!atioii 
to  him  of  the  famous  epitaph  Mhich  his  name  must  evcv 
suggest  in  this  Dominion,  where  those  who  "seek  his  moiui- 
inent "  need  only  to  "  look  around." 

*  NdVcinbiT  1,  189:5.  t  Suo  Appcudix  XXXI. 
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CHAPTKU  XXVIll. 

I'KUSOXAL   fllAllACTEIJlSTICS. 

SIK    .lOnX     IN     MIS     OKFICr. — nOMi;     I.lfr. — AKh'KCTIOX     KOIt     rilS    l).\i'(;llTKIt  — 
AMTSl  MFSTS — I.ITEUAUY  TASTl'.S — I'Altl-IAMKNTAUY  DINNEKS — ANKCDOTKS 

— lUiiTnuAv    o»sv;uvAN<  rs — i-oktic    tuibutks — physical    conKA(;E — 

DEVOTION"    OK    MIS    FOM.O'VKIJS  —  KIMISTON    ASSOCIATIONS— UI'.-SKMllLANCK 
TO     I.Oltl)     BEACON.SFIKM)— "01.1>     T0-M0K1!0\V  " — "  Nu    KKSENTMKNTS  "— 
I'KIVATi;    SECKETAUIKS — HIU   JOHN    IS    I'AUI.I AMF.N T — HIS    I'OMTICAI,    CON- 
SISTENCY— ^(.JUAVKU    MOMENTS  — IJELKJIOIS    FEEI.INCS — CONCLCSION. 

Win:x  first  the  announcement  was  made  that  these  memoirs 
wiTc  in  contemplation,  a  hoi<e  was  very  generally  exjiressed  in 
t!i('  Canadian  }iress,  ihat,  while  any  record  of  Sir  John  Mac- 
(lonald's  career  must  necessarily  he  in  great  part  devoted  to 
imblic  affairs,  they  might  disclose  something  of  his  personal 
< liaracteristics  and  (if  his  private  lift- ;  that  lure  and  then^ 
a  uHnipse  might  be  afforded  of  the  statesman  abstracted  from 
the  State.  This  nntui'al  desire  I  must  now  atten  pt  to  gratify, 
(hough  1  have  great  d')ubls  of  my  ability  to  meet  it  satisfactorily. 
Imleed,  were  it  not  that  his  practice  of  transacting  olhcial 
bushiess  imder  his  dwn  roof  established  a  poiat  of  contact 
between  his  i)nblic  and  donu'stic  life,  it  would  have  been  more 
than  difficult  for  one  outside  of  his  immediate  family  to  laiow 
anything  of  the  private  hours  of  a  statesman,  who  allowed  him- 
wlf  no  relaxation  from  the  daily  task  of  admhiistering  the 
alt'airs  of  the  Dominion. 

It  is  now  many  years  since  Sir  John  IMacdonald  found  that 
tlie  interruptions  nt  the  Government  Olliccs  were  sucli  as  to 
render  it  im])ossil)le  for  him  to  do  more  than  receive  the  con- 
stant stream  of  callers,  who  had,  or  who  fancied  they  had, 
business  to  transact  with  him.  He  was,  therefore,  comi)elled  to 
Keelude  himself  many  hours   a  day  in   his  "  wo>'kshoj),"  as  he. 
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called  it,  at  Karnscliffe,  a  snug  retreat  into  which  only  \\\< 
secretary  ccnild  venture  unannounced.  There  he  tlescendoil 
every  morning  about  hall"-i)ast  nine,  to  read  and  ans\vt;r  the 
pile  of  letters  tliat  awaited  him.  lie  attached  great  importa!i(t> 
to  the  conduct  of  his  correspondence,  and  made  a  point  fit 
answering  all  letters  addressed  to  him  as  promptly  as  circum- 
stances would  jiermit.  Xo  correspondent  was  too  hambli' 
or  illiterate  to  receive  a  kind  acknowledgment.  Sir  Joliu 
wrote  an  easy  flowing  hand,  and  with  the  assistance  of  ii 
secretary  could  despatch,  in  a  quiet  morning,  an  immen5-(' 
amount  of  correspondence.  He  i)re.served  every  letter  written 
to  him.  To  this  rule  there  was  no  exception.  He  was  not  so 
careful  to  keep  copies  of  the  letters  written  by  himself,  though 
the  omissions  for  the  most  part  were  confined  to  unimportant 
communications.  In  the  matter  of  spelling  he  adhered  closely 
to  the  l.'ritish  usage,  and  disliked  excessively  tlie  utilitarian 
method  of  orthograpliy  in  vogue  in  the  United  States.  With 
the  view  of  discouraging  its  si)read  in  Canada,  he  caused  ;i 
minute  of  Council  to  be  passed,  directing,  that  in  all  otliciid 
I>ul)lications,  the  English  practice  should  be  uniformly  followed.* 
He  sometimes  dashed  off  important  letters  on  the  spur  of  ih'' 
moment,  but  after  writing  tliem  he  would  frequently  let  them 
lie  for  twenty-four  hours,  especially  if  they  conveyed  reproof, 
or  contained  unwelcome  intelligence  of  any  sort.  Sometimes 
tiie  delay  caused  liim  to  modify  his  original  words  and  occasion- 
ally to  recall  them.  He  was  always  particular  about  a  conv- 
spondent's  initials  or  titles.  "There  are  few  things,"  he  used 
to  say,  "a  man  resents  more  than  to  receive  a  letter  in  which 
his  name  is  misspelled,"  and  he  would  take  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  to  avoid  such  a  fault. 

The  callers  at  his  house  in  the  morning  were,  as  a  rule, 
confined  to  his  colleagues,  to  wJiom  he  was  always  accessibK', 
and  to  those  who  came  by  njipointment,  a  largit  and  constiintly 
increasing  nund)er.  Des}>ite  all  the  )»recautions  that  could  be 
devised,  his  luncheon  hour  was  often  invaded  lo  such  an  extent 
that  he  found  himself  obliged  to  resort  to  the  French  system  of 
dejmncr  at  noon.  This  jilan  lunl  its  advan*:ages,  for  wliiU' 
visitors  might  have  no  scruple  in  interfering  with  luncheon,  the 
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soinul  of  the  breakf\i3t  yonj^  seldom  fuilod  to  (lisloiljj;e  tlio  i,Teatest 
bore.  In  order  to  add  to  tlie  obli,L,^'^tion  of  tlicso  dejeuners,  Lady 
Macdonald  frequently  invited  a  lew  frientis  to  breakfast,  and 
thus  contrived  to  secnri'  to  her  husband  a  pleasant  relaxation  of 
all  hour  in  the  midst  of  his  l)usy  day. 

Sir  John's  api)etito  v.-as  small  and  easily  satisfied.  On 
visinif  he  took  a  cup  of  tea  in  his  bedroom.  His  (lyrimer 
consisted  of  a  minute  portion  of  fish,  game,  or  often  a  marrow 
boue,  of  which  he  was  very  fond;  toast  and  butter  without  salt. 
Occasionally,  when  ho  saw  anybody  ai  breakfast  with  an  a}  petite 
like  his  own,  he  would  tell  tliem  of  Lady  IJose's  remark  tf>  him 
till  a  like  occasion,  that  "  only  innocent  peoi»le  ate  breakfast." 

He  generally  managed  to  dm'ote  at  leas'  two  hours  a  day  to 
ills  departmental  duties.  His  afternoons  were  spent  in  Council, 
which  generally  rose  in  time  for  him  to  dine  at  half-past  seven. 
The  half-hour  before  dinner  was  given  up  to  his  invalid  daughter, 
whom  he  loved  with  all  the  warmth  of  his  aflectionate  nature. 
His  first  words  on  entering  the  house  fre([uently  were,  "Where 
is  my  little  girl  ?"  He  wouhl  sit  down  beside  her,  and  talk 
over  the  events  of  the  day.  Such  conversations,  brimful  as 
they  were  of  light  hadinafjc,  in  which  they  both  e.Kcelled,  were 
<lelightful  to  listen  to.  Sometimes  he  joined  in  a  ganuj  with 
ht  r,  or  read  to  her  some  story  in  which  she  was  interested. 
His  dinner  was  simple  in  character,  a  single  dish  and  a  glass 
<if  claret  often  sullicing  for  his  moderate  wants.  His  leisure 
fveiungs  were  generally  spent  in  the  library,  looking  over  the 
iu'\vsj)apers,  or  i)laying  a  game  of  "  ])atience  "  of  which  he  was 
^e^y  fond,  and  in  the  mysteries  of  which  he  was  always  ready 
to  instruct  any  of  his  little  daughter's  frien<ls  who  disjdayed 
curiosity  to  know  what  ho  was  (hung,  j\Iost  of  the  time  in 
which  I  knew  him,  he  played  "  patience  "  several  times  a  day. 
Often  before  going  to  Council,  when  his  carriage  was  at  the 
(lour,  he  wouhl  sit  down  nt  the  table  sacred  to  this  amusement, 
and  play  a  game,  which  he  said  liad  tlie  same  soothing  eilect 
upon  him  as  a  cigar  upon  a  smoker.  When  he  moved  into 
siunmer  quarters  at  the  seaside,  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  look 
after  the  arrangement  of  his  temporary  ofhce  always  took  caro 
lo  provide  a  snmll  table  and  a  pack  of  cards  for  his  exclusive 
use,     I  never  knew  him  to  play  whist,  or  beziipie,  or  any  other 
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j^ame  of  cards  save  "patience."  When  invited  to  join  in  a 
rubber  lie  ahvays  declined,  saying  that  ho  was  too  okl  to  leain. 
On  one  occasion  lie  went  further,  and  rehited  to  us  a  story  (jt 
liis  experience  at  cards. 

"  In  18415,  a  h)t  of  us  sat  down  to  phiy  cards.  Tb.cre  was 
John  (!artwrij.,dit,  uncle  of  Sir  Richard,  M.P.  for  Lennox  and 
Addington  ;  Mackenzie  Fraser ;  Yarker,  tlie  banker ;  Prior, 
a  fellow  in  tlie  Ordiumce,  and  myself.  We  played  loo,  and 
I  won  everything.  Tiiey  then  said  that  they  niu.st  have  t\\nx 
revenge.  We  played  apain,  and  I  won.  I  am  most  unlucky, 
and  this  was  a  mere  stroke  of  luck.  I  then  said  I  will  come 
back,  but  it  must  bo  for  tlie  last  time,  as  I  am  leaving  fur 
England  in  a  day  or  two.  I  came  back  and  won  the  third  time, 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars  in  all,  went  home  and  had  six 
months  lioliday  on  that  money,  and  never  played  for  money 
since." 

What  most  impressed  those  who  saw  Sir  John  Macdonald 
at  home,  was  the  faculty  iie  had  of  divesting  himself  of  tlif 
(•ares  of  State.  To  watch  i'lim  joining  in  a  lound  game  with 
a  merry  group  of  children,  or  sitting  at  the  fireside  chaiUng  with 
Lady  Macdonald  and  his  daughter,  reading  amusing  paragraphs 
out  of  the  newspa])ers,  or  descanting  upon  the  topics  of  the 
day,  one  found  it  hard  to  realize  that  he  was  the  same  man 
who,  a  few  hours  before,  had  been  harassed  by  the  grave  and 
perplexing  problems  which  awaited  him  on  the  morrow,  lln 
retired  early,  but  as  a  rule,  not  to  sleep,  for  to  the  very  last  he 
was  nuich  given  to  reading  in  bed.  But  sleep  came  wlieii 
courted,  und,  after  a  good  night's  rest,  he  was  always  ready  to 
ap})roach  the  questions  which  he  had  banished  from  his  mind 
the  evening  before. 

Sir  John  was  an  omnivorous  reader:  history,  biography, 
travels,  philosoi)hy,  in  fact  everything  except  perhaps  natural 
science.  If  there  was  one  class  of  literature  he  prefernHl, 
I  think,  it  was  political  memoirs,  one  of  his  favourite  book.s 
Iteing  Stanhope's  "  Life  of  Pitt."  He  also  nuid  constitutional 
works  a  good  deal,  and  thought  much  of  Bagehot,  respecting; 
whom  he  used  to  tell  a  story.  On  one  of  his  visits  to  England 
he  dined  at  the  house  of  a  gentleman  whom  he  knew  but 
slightly.     Most  of  the  coni]>any  were  entire  strangers  to  him. 
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riie  conversation  turned  on  constitutional  history,  and  Sir  .John 
happoned  to  roniark  that  he  thoutrlit  ]>agehot  the  best  authority 
oil  the  Britisli  constitution.  "  I  am  <.,dad  to  hear  you  say  that," 
^lid  liis  left-hand  neighbour,  "  for  I  am  ^Mr.  I'agehot." 

Sir  John  read  novels  of  all  kinds,  but  latterly  he  used  tu  say 
ihey  had  lost  interest  for  him.  He  followed  the  magazines,  in 
particular  the  Nineteenth  Ccnturij,  the  Contonpoi'ari/,  tlie  Fort- 
iii'lhtl I/,  the  Fonim,  and  the  North  American  Review.  Ho  also 
regularly  read  the  Satnrdan  lieview,  the  Spectator,  the  St.  .fames' 
ilazctte  and  the  New  York  Nation,  besides  the  leading  Canadian 
|i:ipers. 

Sir  dohn  was  a  ])rince  of  entertainers,  and  his  parlianientaiy 
(liiHiers  were  something  to  be  remembered.  It  was  his  desire 
tliiiL  every  member  of  both  Houses  .)f  Parliament  who  supported 
him  should  dine  at  Earnscliffe  tvvic'j  during  the  session.  He 
never  invited  a  niember  of  the  Opj)osition  to  dim'  witli  him 
(luring  the  session,  for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  his 
majority  was  gcierally  so  large  that  it  took  him  the  whole 
session  to  entertain  his  suppoilers ;  and,  iti  the  second  ])lace,  he 
used  to  say  that  meml)ers  ol'  I'arliament  liked  nothing  so  mueh 
as  tighting  their  political  battles  over  again  round  his  table, 
recounting  to  him  and  to  each  other  the  stories  of  their  political 
campaigns.  Indulgence  in  general  conversation  nf  this  sort  in 
the  presence  of  a  single  member  of  the  Opposition  would  be  at 
variance  with  the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  Sir  John's  aim  was 
ihal  his  dinners  should  be,  not  only  the  discharge  of  a  social 
oliligiition,  but  a  means  of  creating  a  teeling  of  good  fellowship 
aiming  his  followers. 

Mr.  Hector  Fabrc,  in  the  brilliant  article  fr mi  which  I  have 
already  quoted,  says  : — 

■'Sir  Joliti  MacilonuKl  kiiuws  tho  lloiiso  a.s  oach  ul  us  kiiuws  hin  ollico. 
Ill:  liolds  its  every  due,  big  and  little.  Tiio  nioim'iit  a  new  I'arlinuicnl  looms 
ill  ovc  the  horizon  he  meusnres  and  gauges  if,  mid  quickly  sees  wliat  he  can 
iiiiiko  of  it.  lie  studies  its  face  uiid  anidyziis  it.  Ho  soon  discovers  those 
iunong  the  newly  elected  who  are  to  be  his  constant  adversaries,  those  whom 
he  can  use  on  occasion,  and  those  in  tine  who  will  on(;  day  bt  w  u>  his  yoke, 
lie  is  a  keen  Judge  of  men,  but  more  esjieeially  ol"  members.  He  never 
iimfounds  iron  with  stt  el,  mueh  less  pure  gold  wit!i  base  lead.  He  coulil 
•liter  a  first  session  mark  with  a  red  cross  those  who  ar(!  never  to  be  liis,  and 
wiUi  a  blue  those  who  would  sooner  or  later  belong  to  liim.    It  is  not  that  ho 
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is  n  Horccrcr,  but  that  he  is  deeply  skilled  in  tliiiit^  Parliamentary.  Ho  knows 
the  stiifl'  of  which  eacii  man  is  made :  hu  knowN  how  far  it  may  iu'  nioiiMr  1 
HO  as  to  present  a  .-plendid  courtier,  or  how  far  it  will  roniaiii  intract.ililc  jii 
tiio  hard  granite  of  a  Itonian  statue." 

All  tills  is  most  tnie,  and,  a-<  rt.'ifards  tlie  red  and  Idiir 
eiosses,  literally  exact.  At  the  bej,diiiiin,i,'  of  a  new  rarliamont 
lie  took  the  list  of  members,  scored  out  the  names  of  those  In- 
knew  were  none  of  his,  ticked  off  his  out-and-out  supporter^, 
and  specially  marked  the  few  doubtful  members.  As  time  wcii' 
on  the  attitude  of  the  latter  became  defined,  and  more  frequently 
than  otherwise  it  happened  that  eventually  the  colour  of  their 
tick  was  blue.  For  social  {)urj)oses  these  nondescripts  woiv 
generally  marked  as  Conservatives,  and  those  whose  privil.'u'i' 
it  has  be(!n  fro(juently  to  have  dineil  with  Sir  John  MaciloimM 
fit  his  own  table,  will  not  think  it  an  extravagant  assumjitioii 
to  predicate  that  this  circumstance  may  not  have  been  alto;4etlu'! 
unconnected  with  their  ultimate  political  (uuirse. 

8ir  John's  reputation  as  a  racontcvr  was  widely  established 
and  justly  deserved.  He  had  an  inexhaustible  iimd  of  anecdtJic- 
which  he  was  wont  to  draw  on  at  his  ])arty  dinners  wilii 
marvellous  effect.  I  shall  relate  onlv  one  which  he  'fcnerallv 
kept  for  those  of  his  friends  who  were  rigid  total  abstainers. 

Many  years  ago  there  resided  in  what  is  now  the  county  nf 
Elgin  a  giintleman  of  the  name  of  Colonel  Talliot,  who  belonircd 
to  the  family  of  Lord  Talbot  de  IMalahide.  Colonel  Talbot  hud 
obtained  from  the  Crown  a  large  grant  of  land  in  tlu^  early 
<htys  of  the  province,  and  had  settled  on  it.  He  was  a  gentloniiin 
of  the  old  school.  One  day  Sir  James  Alexander,  who  was  a! 
the  time  engaged  in  cjllecting  materials  for  a  history  of  Canudu 
passed  near  by  Tort  Tall)ot,  and  called  on  the  Cohniel,  wlm 
received  hira  hospitably,  and  pressed  him  to  remain  to  dinner. 
Shortly  after  sitting  down,  tlu'  host  turned  to  Sir  James  and 
said,  "  Do  you  drink  sherry  or  claret  ?  "  "Neither,  thank  you," 
replied  Sir  James.  The  Colonel  looked  keenly  at  his  guost, 
Itut  said  nothing,  evidently  making  up  his  mind  that  he  liuu 
some  reason  for  not  taking  wine  at  the  nn)ment.  Wlien 
the  cloth  was  removed  and  the  decanters  were  placed  on  lln' 
table,  he  said  again  to  him,  "  What  wine  (h)  you  drink,  ^ir 
James  ?  "    The  latter  replied,  "  Thank  you,  I  never  drink  wine." 
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The  devil  you  don't,"  replied  Colom;!  Talb(»t,  reaching  his 
iiiiinl  for  the  bell-rope  ;  "  Order  Sir  James  Alexander's  horse," 
iir  said  to  the  servant,  and  he  then  and  there  turned  his  guest 
,iut  ('(his  house. 

I  may  mention  hero  a  good  story,  also  of  an  after-dinner 
flavour,  which  was  told  of  Sir  John,  not  by  him.  Without 
vii\iohing  for  its  truth,  I  give  it  for  wliat  it  is  worth.  It  is 
n  lated  that,  many  years  w^o,  Sir  John  was  present  at  a  public 
ilinner,  at  which  lie  was  expected  to  deliver  a  rather  important 
speech.  In  the  conviviality  of  the  occasion  he  forgot  about  the 
more  smous  part  of  the  duty  of  the  evening,  and  when  at  a  late 
hour  lie  rose,  his  sjieech  was  by  no  means  so  luminous  or 
t  ll'ective  as  it  might  liave  been.  Tlie  reporter,  knowing  that  it 
would  not  do  to  print  his  notes  as  they  stood,  called  on 
Sir  John  next  day,  and  told  him  that  he  was  not  quite  sure 
(if  having  secured  an  accurate  report.  Sir  John  received  him 
kindly  md  invited  him  to  read  over  his  notes.  He  had  not  got 
tar  when  he  interrupted  him  :  "  That  is  not  what  I  said." 
There  was  a  pause,  and  Sir  John  continued,  "  Let  me  repeat  my 
roinarks,"  He  then  walked  up  and  down  the  room,  and 
(k'livorcd  a  most  impressive  speech  in  th6  hearing  of  the 
delighted  reporter,  who  took  down  ev(Ty  word  as  it  fell  from  , 
lus  lips.  Having  profusely  thanked  Sir  John  for  his  courtesy, 
1;l'  was  taking  his  leave,  when  he  was  recalled  to  receive  this 
lulmonition:  "Young  man,  allow  me  to  give  you  this  word  of 
iiilvioe.  Never  again  attempt  to  report  a  public  speaker  when 
vou  ar(^  drunk." 

Sir  John  Macdonald  always  observed  his  birthday,  and 
liked  others  to  remember  it.  On  the  llth  of  January  the  mail 
hag  was  of  portentous  size,  while  all  day  the  telegraph  brought 
lon^iMtulations  from  far  and  wide.  His  last  birthday  was  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  Among  many  congratulatory  letters  he 
ri'(eived  was  one  from  an  unknown  little  maiden,  who  wrote 
him  a  (.'hildish  note  to  announce  that  her  birthday  was  on  the 

.line  day  as  his.     She  added  a  Iio[)e  that  he  would  not  follow 
ihe  "  mean  "  example  of  a  small  boy  of  her  acquaintance,  who 

!iad  not  answered  a  letter  she  had  written  to  him.     To  this 
youtiiful  epistle  Sir  John  replied  : — 
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"  Earnsclift'e,  Ottawa,  January  G,  ISOl, 

"  My  dear  little  friend, 

"  I  am  glad  to  j^et  your  letter,  and  to  know  that  next 
Sunday  you  and  I  will  be  of  the  same  age.  I  liopo,  ami 
believe,  however,  that  you  will  see  many  more  birthdays  tlmii 
I  shall,  and  I  trust  that  every  birthday  may  find  you  strong  m 
health,  and  prosperous,  and  happy. 

"  I  think  it  was  mean  of  that  young  fellow  not  to  answ,  i 
your  letter.  You  see,  I  have  been  longer  in  the  world  than  he 
and  know  more  than  he  does  of  what  is  due  to  young  ladies 

"  I  send  you  a  dollar  note,  with  which  pray  buy  some  snwl! 
keepsake  to  remember  me  by,  and, 

"  Believe  me  yours  sincerely, 

"  John  A.  Macdonald.' 


The  Prime  Minister's  birthday  aftbrdeil  an  opportunitv  t.. 
Canadian  poets  and  poetesses,  of  which  they  never  faileil  to 
take  advantage.  Astronomers  tell  us  that  our  globe  periodicullv 
passes  through  an  enormous  shoal  of  meteors,  which  it  on 
counters  only  upon  a  particular  day.  It  is  true  that  occasional 
shooting  stars  rush  through  our  atmosphere,  at  otlier  tin  es,  \m 
the  meteoric  stream  envelops  us  only  on  the  13th  of  Novenil)er. 
three  times  in  a  century.  This  natural  fact  supplies  an  ii|i; 
analogy  to  Sir  John  Macdonald's  experience  in  the  matter  <ii 
poems,  the  only  difference  being,  that  the  periodic  time  of  tln' 
poems  was  once  every  twelve  months  instead  of  thirty-tbro" 
years.  It  does  not  do  to  push  similes  of  this  sort  too  far ;  still. 
it  is  a  fact  that,  like  the  meteors,  the  vast  majority  of  the- 
verses  were  inconsiderable  objects.  On  the  other  hand,  soiU' 
were  not  wholly  without  merit.  On  the  first  day  of  his  sevonty- 
fourtli  year,  he  received  a  poetic  tribute  from  his  frioiui, 
Mr.  Plumb,  then  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  from  wliich  I  nuiKc  ■' 
brief  quotation. 

"  My  deak  Siu  John, 

The  years  fly  fast, 
Each,  seeming  shorter  than  the  last, 
As  swifter  turns  the  spinsters'  wheel 
When  shorter  runs  the  thread  they  reel, 
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Or,  as  the  shuttle  quickest  flies 
When  smallest  is  the  woof  it  plies, 
Till  birtlnliiy  upon  hirthilay  steals 
Crowdinj;  upon  each  other's  heels. 
I  try  no  lonf^er  to  keep  count, 
Or  reckon  up  the  dire  amount, 
Fiut,  shirk  or  jtiggle  as  I  may, 
I  cannot  gain  an  hour's  delay. 
Yet  there  are  some,  the  poet  sings. 
For  whom  the  Gray-beard  furls  his  wings. 
And  checks  the  sand  grains  in  his  glass, 
And  hids  their  stream  more  slowly  pass. 
And  plainly,  lapsing  years  disclose 
That  you're  a  favoured  one  <5f  those. 
Your  wondrous  vigour  all  admit, 
And  length  of  days  add  strength  to  it, 
You  lead  by  wise  and  gentle  sway 
Wliile  wilMng  followers  obey. 

♦  •  ♦  » 

I.ong  may  your  honoured  years  increase, 
( browned  with  prosperity  and  peace. 
With  heartfelt  joy  this  day  we  hail, 
liest  wishes  speed  by  wire  and  rail. 
While  Britain's  flag  on  sea  and  shore 
Salutes  our  staunch  old  seventy-four." 

]\Ii'.  Plumb's  effort  contributed  to  tlic  periodic  display.  The 
following  is  from  a  stray  visitant,  which  reached  Sir  John  at 
tlic  seaside  in  the  summer  of  1883,  at  a  time  when  he  was  not 
si)  busy  as  usual.  He  read  the  poem  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  handed  it  to  Colonel  Bernard  with  the  remark  that,  "  apart 
from  their  extravagant  eulogy,  these  verses  are  not  at  all  bad." 


In  leafy  pomp,  long  may  the  maple  stand 
Emblem  of  thee,  as  of  thy  cherished  land. 
With  kingly  port,  amid  its  forest  peers, 
The  lordly  tree  its  lofty  crest  uproars. 
Successive  seasons  vying  homage  pay, 
And  changing  glories  emulous  dis])Iay, 
To  crown  its  state  and  royally  maintain 
The  spreading  honours  of  its  sylvan  roign. 
Its  summer  wreaths,  gay  with  umbrageous  bloom. 
'Neath  autumn's  touch  a  richer  tint  assume. 
Charmed  at  the  view,  the  lingering  sun  delays 
His  wintry  flight,  and,  mild  in  mellowing  haze, 
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Bright  oV  >•  the  shining  splendour  beams  awhile 

The  soft  effulgence  of  his  farewell  smile. 

So  thou,  by  grace  of  bounteous  nature  crowned 

leader  of  men,  hast  ready  suffrage  found. 

The  power,  through  force,  that  others  lawless  wield, 

To  thee,  unsought,  a  willing  people  yield. 

Thy  rising  fame,  bri??ht  in  its  glowing  prime, 

ITas  brighter  grown  vith  lengthening  lapse  of  time ; 

Till  now,  when  reached  the  autumn  of  thy  days, 

With  brightest  splendour  full  its  glories  blaze. 


Nil    J 


After  breakfast  Sir  John  usually  drove  to  the  Govermiient 
offices.  It  is  to  these  drives,  always  too  short,  that  I  am 
indebted  for  much  of  what  I  have  been  able  to  set  down  here 
respecting  his  private  tastes,  and  opinions  of  men  and  thiurr.s. 
Though  sometimes  so  absorbed  in  thought  that  he  would  not 
utter  a  single  word  from  the  time  he  entered  liis  carriage  until 
he  left  it,  he,  as  a  rule,  spoke  more  freely  to  me  when  walkiii- 
or  driving  than  at  any  other  time.  He  was  a  keen  observer  of 
nature  in  all  her  moods,  and  noticed  everybody  and  everythiiii; 
round  him.  I  remember  that  he  was  ever  on  the  alert  to 
note  the  changes  of  the  seasons,  and  particularly  the  first  signs 
of  spring.  Those  who  have  observed  the  softened  look  tliat 
marks  a  Canadian  winter  scene,  just  before  positive  evidences 
of  tlie  sun's  growing  power  are  apparent,  can  appreciate  these 
'  nes  of  Coleridge  which  Sir  John  sometimes  quoted  on  a  bright 
winter's  day  towards  the  end  of  February,  as  he  looked  out  over 
the  glistening  expanse  of  the  frozen  Ottawa  to  the  Laurentiaii 
hills  decked  in  their  snowy  mantle  : — 

"  And  Winter,  slumbering  in  the  open  air, 
Wears  on  his  smiling  face  a  dream  of  spring." 

These  drives  recall  another  characteristic  of  Sir  John  Muc- 
donald.  I  refer  to  his  physical  courage.  Twice  I  have  seen 
him  threatened  with  danger  from  runaway  horses,  and  on  both 
occasions  have  marvelled  at  his  coolness  and  self-po8sc'S.sicii. 
I  have  seen  him,  when  seventy-one  years  of  age,  ride  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  on  the  cow-catcher  of  the  er.gine  that  curried 
him  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and,  when  suspended  nearly 
three  hundred  feet  over  a  torrent,  order  the  train  to  be  stopped 
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on  the  trestle,  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  the  sublime  prospect 
which  that  elevated  position  afforded. 

When  prudence  demanded  that  a  guard  should  be  set  over 
liis  house,  he  would  give  the  necessary  assent,  from  a  sense  of 
Uiity,  but,  so  far  as  he  personally  was  concerned,  I  do  not  think 
ill!  the  threats  of  violence  he  received  in  his  life  ever  gave  him 
a  moment's  concern,  for  his  physical  constitution  was  such  that 
lie  did  not  know  what  fear  was. 

The  devotion  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  inspired  was 
almost  without  parallel.  There  was  nothing  that  his  followers 
would  not  do  or  suffer  for  him,  and  this  devotion  extended 
through  all  ranks,  and  was  strong  among  those  who  had  never 
even  seen  him.  I  remember  once  being  on  an  election  tour 
with  him  and  some  of  his  Ministers.  He  was  then  travelling 
through  Ontario,  addressing  large  audiences  several  times  a  day. 
This  was  always  a  tax  upon  his  strength,  and  occasionally  it 
happened  that,  when  he  had  spoken  twice  in  a  day,  tired  nature 
gave  out.  This  occurred  at  a  country  town  where  he  had  been 
advertised  to  appear  on  a  certain  evening.  Great  preparations 
had  been  made  to  receive  him,  and,  among  other  marks  of 
distinction,  a  torchlight  procession  had  been  organized.  From 
far  and  near  the  country  people  had  come  to  do  honour  to  the 
chieftain.  As  evening  drew  on,  a  large  crowd  gathered  at  the 
railway  station.  In  due  time  it  was  announced  that  Sir  John 
was  too  fatigued  to  appear,  but  that  his  colleagues  would 
represent  him.  A  murmur  of  disappointment  succeeded  this 
announcement.  A  moment  afterwards  I  saw  a  stalwart  farmer 
lehberately  throw  his  lighted  torch  in  the  nmd,  exclaiming,  in 
tones  of  bitter  disappointment,  "  I  have  driven  twenty-three 
miles  to-day  over  bad  roads  to  carry  a  torch  for  John  A.,  and 
I'll  be  d d  if  I  carry  it  for  any  one  else." 

Amonf;  the  residents  of  Kingston  is  a  certain  Mrs.  , 


who  is  an  ardent  politician  and  worshipped  Sir  John.  This 
worthy  lady  is  not  of  a  devotional  turn  of  mind,  and  does 
not  very  often  trouble  the  church.  On  one  occasion,  however, 
two  or  tliree  yeara  ago,  she  was  present.  The  sermon  was  on 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Jews,  and  the   way  thoy  treated  the 

early  Christians   was  commented  upon.      Mrs.  listened 

in  to  bo  stopped    ■   attentively  thereto.    She  was  observed  by  many  to  be  visibly 
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affected  by  the  recital.  The  clergyman  thought  that  he  had 
made  an  impression.  Some  days  afterwards,  he  called  upon  his 
penitent,  and,  after  a  few  commonplaces  had  passed  between 
them,  mentioned  that  he  had  noticed  her  presence  in  church 
the  previous  Sunday,  and  observed  with  satisfaction  that  liis 
words  had  not  been  wholly  ineffectual.  The  old  lady,  who 
above  all  things  is  honest,  was  unwilling  to  appear  for  a 
moment  in  a  false  light,  and  replied,  "  Oh,  dear  no,  it  was  not 
that,  but  when  you  was  talking  it  made  me  think  how  them 
d d  Grins  do  persecute  John  A." 

Though  Sir  John  Macdonald,  while  at  the  head  of  aflairj^, 
was  obliged  to  reside  at  Ottawa,  he  always  kept  up  as  far 
as  possible  his  connection  with  Kingston,  which  was  closely 
associated  with  his  whole  life.  After  the  death  of  their  mother, 
Miss  Macdonald  wjnt  to  live  with  her  married  sister,  Mrs. 
Williamson,  whose  husband  for  many  years  was,  and  still  is,  a 
professor  of  Queen's  University.  Dr.  Williamson  owned  a 
comfortable  residence  a  little  way  out  of  town.  This  ])lace, 
which  is  known  as  Heathfield,  was  formerly  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Mackenzie,  the  widow  of  George  Mackenzie,  with  whom 
Sir  John  studied  law.  I  have  said  that  Miss  Macdonald 
went  to  live  with  her  sister,  but  this  does  not  accurately 
describe  the  complicated  family  arrangement  governing  iiitairs 
at  Heathfield,  which,  as  nearly  as  I  could  master  it,  was  as 
follows : — 

Heathfield  was  owned  by  Dr.  Williamson,  who  let  it  to 
Sir  John  as  a  home  for  his  sister  Louisa.  Dr.  Williamson 
and  his  wife  boarded  and  lodged  with  Miss  Macdonald.  Miss 
Macdonald  bought  ten  acres  from  the  Doctor,  a  portion  of 
wliich  was  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  kitchen  garden.  The 
Doctor  had  liis  own  kitchen  garden  besides,  out  of  which  he 
partly  supplied  the  household  with  vegetables,  and  regularly 
cliarged  the  establishment  with  everything  thus  furnisheil, 
When  Sir  John  visited  Heathfield,  he,  as  the  teuaut  in 
occupancy,  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  Miss  Macdonald  ;il 
the  foot,  and  the  Professor  and  his  wife  at  each  side — this 
in  their  own  house. 

The  frequent  allusions  made  by  Sir  John  Macdonald,  in 
hia  home  letters,  to  "tho  Professor,"  is  an  indication  of  the 
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regard  which  he  entertained  for  that  remarkable  man,  who, 
in  liis  ninetieth  year,  remains  a  marvel  to  all  who  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Dr.  Williamson  is  a  Presby- 
terian minister,  and,  as  such,  is  versed  in  theology.  He  is, 
moreover,  an  excellent  classical  scholar,  a  botanist  and  geologist 
of  no  mean  repute,  while,  I  believe,  astronomy  and  mathematics 
are  liis  special  studies.  His  retiring  nature  alone  has  prevented 
iiis  great  erudition  from  being  more  generally  known.  It  is 
uo  exaggeration  to  say  that  this  qniet,  unassuming  old  gentle- 
man, about  whom  the  world  knows  little,  is  scarcely  less 
eminent  as  a  scholar  than  his  illustrious  brother-in-law 
Avas  as  a  statesman. 

Mrs.  Williamson  died  in  1876.  Miss  Macdonald,  between 
whom  and  Sir  John  existed  a  strong  family  likeness,  survived 
her  sister  twelve  years.  She  was  a  delightful  old  lady,  with 
much  of  that  fascination  of  manner  which  distinguished  her 
brother.  Though  long  an  invalid,  her  cheerful  and  kindly 
disposition  rendered  her  a  universal  favourite.  Her  death, 
in  1888,  was  a  great  grief  to  Sir  John.  Another  resident  of 
Kingston  scarcely  less  dear  to  him  than  those  whom  I  have 
mtrntioned,  was  his  cousin  Mrs.  John  Macpherson,  the  sister  of 
his  fust  wife,  who,  surrounded  by  her  children  and  grand- 
children, still  enjoys  a  vigorous  old  age. 

Sir  John  Macdonald's  likeness  to  Lord  lioaconsfield  has 
otten  been  remarked.  It  is  commonly  thought  that  this 
resemblance  was  merely  physical  or,  rather,  facial,  but  those 
Avho  have  known  both  statesmen  intimately  say,  that  it  went 
further,  and  at  times  Sir  John's  manner  and  modes  of  ex- 
pression reminded  them  more  of  Lord  Beaconsfield  than  even 
his  i)hysical  appearance,  respecting  which  Sir  Charles  Dilke 
has  observed : — 

"  The  first  time  that  I  saw  Sir  John  Macdonald  was  shortly  after  Lord 
Ikaconsfield's  death,  and  as  the  clock  stniok  midnight.  I  was  starting  from 
Knstoii  station,  and  there  appeared  at  the  step  of  the  railway  carriage,  in 
I'rivy  Councillor's  uniform  (the  right  to  wear  which  is  confined  to  so  small  a 
inimber  of  persons  that  one  expects  to  know  by  Hight  those  who  wear  it),  a 
ligure  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  late  Conservative  leader,  and  it  required, 
indeed,  a  severe  exerci*'^'.  of  presence  of  mind  to  remember  that  there  had  been 
li  City  banquet  from  which  the  apparition  must  be  coming,  and  rapidly  to 
arrive  by  a  process  of  exhaustion  at  t}>o  knowledge  that  this  twm  brother  of 
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that  Lord  Beaconsfield,  whom  shortly  before  I  had  seen  in  the  sick  room 
which  he  was  not  to  leave,  must  be  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada."  • 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  goes  on  to  say  "that  the  main  point  of 
difference  between  Sir  John  Macdonald  and  Lord  Beaconsfield 
is  the  contrast  between  the  former's  buoyancy  and  the  latter's 
well-known  sphinx-like  attitude."  Sir  John's  face  was  not  so 
impassive  as  Lord  Beaconsfield's,  possessing  as  it  did  more  of 
light  and  shade.  At  the  same  time,  the  natural  expression  of 
his  countenance  Avas  grave,  and  no  one  could  possibly  look  more 
like  a  sphinx  when  he  chose. 

Sir  John  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  procrastinator,  and 
to  this  idea  is  due  his  sobriquet  of  "  Old  To-morrow,"  which 
Punch  t  so  delicately  and  gracefully  alluded  to  in  these  lines, 
published  at  the  time  of  his  death : — 

"  Punch  sympathizes  with  Canadian  sorrow 
For  him  known  lovingly  as  *  Old  To-morrow.' 
Hail  to  '  the  Chieftain ' !    He  lies  mute  to-day, 
But  fame  still  speaks  for  him  and  shall  for  aye. 
'  To-morrow — and  to-morrow '  Shakespeare  sighs. 
So  runs  the  round  of- time ;  man  lives  and  dies. 
But  death  comes  not  with  mere  surcease  of  breath 
To  such  as  him.    '  The  road  to  dusty  death  ' 
Not '  all  his  yesterdays '  have  lighted.    Nay, 
Canada's  '  Old  To-morrow '  lives  to-day 
In  unforgetting  hearts,  and  nothing  fears 
The  long  to-morrow  of  the  coming  years." 

Like  many  another  popular  idea,  this  estimate,  so  far  as  it 
ascribed  his  habit  of  deliberation  to  a  constitutional  defect,  was 
fallacious.  Eather  was  it  the  outcome  of  his  quality  of  caution, 
which  regulated  his  life,  and  ever  prompted  him  to  weigh  all  tlio 
circumstances  of  a  case  before  taking  action  thereon.  This 
was  illustrated  in  many  ways ;  for  example,  in  his  choice  of 
colleagues,  and  in  his  administration  of  patronage.  It  is  very 
easy  for  a  Prime  Minister  to  invite  a  man  to  enter  his  Cabinet, 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  repair  a  hasty  selection.  It  is  equally 
easy  to  fill  a  vacant  office,  but  the  step  once  taken  is  practically 
irrevocable.  Tt  has  often  been  remarked — by  those  who  arc  not 
Prime  Ministers — that,  by  promptly  filling  vacancies  as  they 
occurred,  he  would  have  saved  himself  much  trouble  and 
•  «'  IVoblems  of  Greater  Britniu,"  p.  44.  t  Juno  20,  1891. 
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annoyance  arising  from  the  difficulty  of  deciding  between  the 
merits  and  claims  of  numerous  aspirants  thereto.  Such  a 
course  might  have  saved  liim  embarrassment,  but,  in  his 
opinion,  delay  was  often  advantageous  to  the  State,  and  to  the 
party  interests  he  was  commissioned  to  guard.  He  preferred, 
ns  a  general  rule,  to  "  hasten  slowly,"  to  weigh  well  all  the 
circumstances,  to  keep  his  hand  free  as  long  as  possible,  and  to 
act  only  in  the  light  of  the  fullest  knowledge  he  could  gather. 
Such  a  course,  he  has  observed,  often  saved  him  from  the 
disastrous  conse(;^uences  of  hasty  and  ill-considered  action.  He 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  time  as  a  solvent  of  many 
diiliculties  which  beset  his  path,  and  his  wisdom  in  this  regard 
has  time  and  again  been  exemplified. 

In  matters  of  departmental  administration  there  may  have 
been  some  colour  for  the  charge  of  procrastination,  but  this  was 
<lue,  not  to  indolence,  but  to  the  impossibility,  even  by  working 
twelve  to  fourteen  houre  a  day,  of  finding  adequate  time  to 
devote  to  their  consideration. 

Akin  to  this  habit  of  caution  was  the  patience  to  which  he 
iiimself  attributed  no  little  of  his  success  as  a  party  leader.* 
In  this  particular  is  seen  his  power  of  will,  for  by  nature 
Sir  John  Macdonald  was  inclined  to  be  impatient,  and  even  at 
times  irritable,  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  he  acquired  a  habit  of  self- 
control  which  formed  one  of  the  most  remarkable  traits  in  liis 
character.  He  often  quoted  Pitt's  saying,  that  "the  first, 
second  and  third  requisites  of  a  Prime  Minister  are  patience," 
and  no  statesman  ever  laid  this  truth  more  deeply  to  heart. 

Another  rule  of  conduct  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  laid 
«lo\Yn  for  himself  was  that  illustrated  in  the  axiom,  "  A  public 

man  sliould  have  no  resentments."  " ,"  he  said  to  me  one  day, 

"  is  governed  entirely  by  his  hates — a  fatal  mistake  in  one  who 
asi)irc3  to  success  in  politics."  Naturally  of  strong  likes  and 
<li3likes  himself,  there  were  many  men  in  public  life  whom  he 
re<,'arded  with  feelings  the  reverse  of  cordial,  but  he  never 
alhtwed  any  personal  feeling  to  interfere  with  his  public  duty. 

*  "  Tho  prent  reason  why  I  have  always  beon  able  to  beat  Browu  is  that  I  havo 
iMMiii  alili;  to  look  a  little  ahead,  while  ho  oould  on  no  occasion  torej^o  tiic  temptation 
<it  u  toniporary  triumph."  (From  Sir  Joliu  Macdouald  to  M.  C.  Cameron,  Emij.,  dated 
Ottawa,  January  3,  1872.) 
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An  apt  illustration  of  this  occurs  to  me.  Under  circumstancGs 
set  forth  elsewhere  in  this  volume/  a  coolness  once  existed 
between  himself  and  Sir  Alexander  Gait,  which  culminated  in 
1876.  One  of  his  first  acts,  on  returning  to  power  in  1878,  was 
to  offer  Sir  Alexander  Gait  the  position  of  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada  in  London.  On  learning  this,  an  intimate  friend 
expressed  surprise  tliat  he  should  have  done  so.  "  Have  you 
forgotten,"  said  ho,  "  Gait's  treatment  of  you  while  you  were  in 
opposition  ?  "  "  Forgotten  it  ?  no,  I  can  never  forget  it ;  but  Gait 
i  the  most  available  man  for  the  position,  and  do  you  think 
that  under  such  circumstances  I  should  be  justified  in  gratify- 
ing my  private  resentment  (if  I  had  any)  at  the  public 
expense  ? " 

I  trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  desirous  of  giving  undue 
prominence  to  the  office  I  once  held,  if  I  devote  a  brief  space  to 
those  friends  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  who  in  past  years  occupied 
towards  him  the  confidential  relation  of  private  secretary. 

Of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Harrison,  his  first  secretary, 
1  know  little,  save  that  the  friendship  between  him  and  his 
patron  continued  unbroken  through  Mr.  Harrison's  political 
and  judicial  career.  More  than  thirty  years  after  their  oflicial 
connection  had  terminated,  when  the  Chief  Justice  hf.d  been 
long  in  his  grave.  Sir  John's  kindness  was  extended  to  tliose 
who  had  no  claim  whatever  upon  him,  save  that  of  close 
relationship  to  "  my  first  secretary  Harrison." 

Sir  John's  next  secretary  was  Colonel  Bernard,  afterwards 
his  brother-in-law.  His  period  of  service  was  also  before  my 
time.  I  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  liis  friendship  in  later  years, 
when,  despite  the  fact  of  his  being  a  confirmed  invalid,  his 
courtesy  of  manner  and  varied  store  of  information  rendered 
his  companionship  at  once  entertaining  and  instructive.  Hi) 
has  lately  followed  his  old  chief,  and  in  him  we  iiave  lost  the 
only  person  really  qualified,  by  reason  of  long  and  intimate 
association  with  Sir  John  Macdonald,  adequately  to  perform 
the  duty  that  I  am  now  attempting  to  discharge. 

To  Colonel  Bernard  succeeded  Mr.  Charles  Drinkwater,  at 
present  the  widely  known  secretary  to  the  Canadian  Pai-ilic 
Pailway  Company.     The  years  of  his  incumbency  comprised 

*  See  Appendix  XXXIII. 
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tlie  most  active  period  of  Sir  Jr  hn  Macdonald's  career,  and  the 
Macdonald  archives  from  1864  till  1873  furnish  ample  testimony 
to  \he  assiduity  shown  by  Mr.  Drink  water  in  the  performance 
of  his  arduous  duties.  On  the  retirement  of  Sir  John  in  1873, 
Mr.  Drinkwater  re-entered  the  railway  world  in  which  he  has 
been  so  successful. 

On  Sir'  John's  restoration  to  power  in  1878,  Mr.  Harry 
Kinloch  became  his  private  secretary.  Ill  health  compelled 
Mr,  Kinloch  to  retire  after  a  short  period  of  service.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Frederick  White,  the  present  Comptroller  of 
the  North-West  Mounted  Police,  who  served  his  chief  for  many 
years  with  a  devotion  rare  even  in  a  liegeman  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald.  Mr.  White's  nominal  tenure  of  office  was  from 
1880  till  1883,  but  for  many  years  before  and  after  that  period 
Sir  Jolm  Macdonald  largely  relied  upon  his  invaluable  assist- 
ance, which  was  always  of  "  great  use  and  comfort "  to  him. 

Only  those  who  have  been  Sir  John  Macdonald's  secretaries 
can  form  any  just  estimate  of  the  uniform  thoughtfulness  and 
consideration  he  manifested  in  his  dealings  with  them,  a  con- 
sideration which  extended  to  the  trivial  events  of  everyday 
life.  It  is  true  that  he  was  exacting  in  his  demands.  He 
required  all  a  man's  time.  The  thought  of  holidays  never 
entered  his  mind.  But  to  those  who  caught  his  spirit  and 
were  willing  to  be  on  duty  all  the  year  round,  no  life  could  be 
more  pleasant  than  constant  association  with  a  statesman  who 
ever  conveyed  the  impression  to  his  secretary  that  he  was  a 
co-worker  with  liim  in  a  common  cause,  who  rarely  gave  a 
direction  unaccompanied  by  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  for 
it,  who  courted  suggestions  of  all  kinds,  and  even  invited 
criticism  of  his  own  work.  "  I  want  a  memorandum  on  such 
a  subject,"  he  would  say,  explaining  in  a  few  words  what  was 
in  his  mind.  "  I  wish  you  would  try  your  hand  at  it."  If  the 
secretary  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  his  ability,  he  would  adtl, 
"  Never  mind  what  mess  you  make  of  it,  the  worst  attempt  will 
give  me  some  useful  idea.     See  what  you  can  do." 

Tliis  enviable  position  was  attained  only  after  much  prelim- 
inary service,  for  Sir  John  Macdonald  was  naturally  reserved, 
and  was  slow  to  give  his  confidence.  "  I  do  not  want  any  one 
about  me  whom  I  cannot  trust  implicitly,"  he  would  say,  which 
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meant  that  tlie  coming  man  had  to  undergo  a  long  perioil  of 
probation,  during  which  interval  he  rarely  came  in  contact  with 
the  chief,  who  recognized  only  his  principal  secretary.  \Qi. 
even  to  those  in  training.  Sir  John  Macdonald's  consideration 
extended  itself.  Perhaps  a  single  illustration  may  not  be 
beneath  the  dignity  of  this  history.  A  few  weeks  before  Iii^ 
last  illness  he  sent  for  me.  "I  am  going  up  to  Toronto  on 
Monday,"  he  said.  "  I  want  you  to  come  with  me.  See  about 
the  arrangements  as  usual."  A  few  minutes  later  he  l■a^^^ 
"  By  the  way,"  he  said,  as  I  entered,  "  I  don't  think  ^Ir.  Beard  " 
(his  assistant  secretary)  "  has  ever  had  a  trip  anywhere  with  mo." 
I  replied  that  he  had  not.  "  Well,"  said  Sir  John,  "if  you  don't 
mind,  I  think  I'll  take  him  up  to  Toronto  with  me.  It  will 
give  the  young  man  a  change." 

This  consideration  extended  even  to  his  servants,  anionc; 
whom  was  his  faithful  attendant  Chilton.  When  Sir  Jolui  left 
Ottawa  for  the  country  in  1885,  he  instructed  Chilton,  who 
lived  in  town,  to  bring  his  wife  out  to  Earnscliffe  to  take  charge 
of  the  plii  e.  Shortly  after  reaching  Riviere  du  Loup  the  need 
of  a  messenger  became  apparent.  I  pointed  this  out  to  Sir 
John,  who  observed,  "  I  think  I'll  send  for  Ben.  The  sea  air 
will  do  the  old  man  good  "  (he  was  twenty  years  younger  than 
Sir  Jolni),  So  he  instructed  me  to  write  Chilton  to  come  down. 
After  the  letter  had  been  addressed  a  thought  struck  him,  and 
he  added  with  his  own  hand  a  postscript  to  the  effect  that,  as 
Mrs.  Chilton  would  be  alone  at  Earnscliffe,  she  was  to  invite 
her  married  son  and  his  wife  to  take  their  father's  place  during 
his  absence.  These  incidents  may  be  trivial,  some  may  regard 
tliem  as  out  of  place,  but  it  seems  to  me  they  afford  more 
clearly  than  a  ream  of  State  papers  an  insight  into  the  character 
of  Sir  John  Macdonald. 

Though  always  effective  in  debate,  oir  John  MacdonaM 
lacked^any  of  the  qualifications  of  an  orator.  His  voice,  while 
pleasant,  was  not  strong,  nor  remarkably  distinct ;  and  a  slightly 
liesitating  manner,  which  disappeared  under  the  influence  of 
excitement,  rather  impeded  tlie  flow  of  his  ideas.  He  rarely 
prepared  his  speeches,  preferring  the  impromptu  semi-conver- 
sational style  of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  to  the  more 
studied  methods  to  which  we  are  ac«u3tomed.    Yet,  while  ho 
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could  not  be  called  a  great  speaker,  there  was  no  place  in  which 
he  showed  to  more  advantage,  or  was  more  at  home,  than  ia 
the  House  of  Commons,  where  his  lightest  utterances  always 
commanded  universal  attention.  The  report  that  the  "  old  man 
was  speaking"  would  always  clear  the  lobbies  and  smoking- 
rooms  of  the  House  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  Much  of 
this  interest  was  no  doubt  due  to  his  position,  but  more  to  his 
unique  personality.  His  style,  like  everything  belonging  to 
him,  was  peculiarly  his  own.  Mr.  Fabre  thus  admirably 
portrays  his  lighter  moods  : — 

"  An  actor  Sir  Joha  undoubtedly  is.  Graceful  and  pleasant  in  bearing, 
quick  and  ready  in  word  and  action,  he  acts  his  speeches  as  much  as  he 
(lelivors  thoni;  he  acta  witli  voice,  head,  and  gesture.  The  inflections  he 
gives  to  his  voice  a^vaken  his  dormant  energy :  he  warms  to  his  work,  tlje 
hand  ever  in  motion  gives  us  it  were  a  fresh  impetus  to  every  shaft  as  it  falls* 
from  his  lips  and  imparts  to  it  a  twofold  force  of  irony.  Sir  John  is,  indeed, 
given  to  lashing  himself,  particularly  in  his  opening  sentences  :  but  the  process 
seldom  fails  in  its  effect :  his  energies  are  aroused,  the  flame  bursts  and  the 
adversary  is  scorched.  Sir  John  excels  in  reply ;  he  is,  above  all,  brilliant  in 
retort.  Ue  is  languid  at  times  in  stating  his  case,  and  rather  gropes  through 
his  opening  sentences ;  but  when  he  is  stung  in  the  fight,  and  has  to  give  back 
a  blow,  he  is  himself  at  once,  and  his  keen  incis-ive  words,  piercing  the  flesh  liko 
a  highly  tempered  blade,  never  fail  to  draw  blood.  Yet  he  is  too  clever  and  too 
well  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  mankind  to  be  cruel :  his  executions  are  always 
amusing :  they  extort  a  smile  even  from  his  gloomiest  victims  themselves." 

In  the  ordinary  routine  of  debate  he  was  clear  and  skilful  in 
argument,  possessing  in  a  high  degree  the  faculty  of  com- 
pression, of  seizing  the  salient  points  of  any  argument  in  which 
he  was  interested.  His  speeches  seldom  exceeded  an  hour  in 
length,  and  frequently  occupied  less  time,  forming  a  marked 
contrast  to  the  set  orations  of  another  distinguished  Canadian, 
vlio  rarely  spoke  in  Parliament  without  exhausting  the  whole 
subject  he  rose  to  discuss,  and  who,  by  reason  of  his  desire  to 
avail  himself  of  everything  that  bore  on  his  argument,  frequently 
succeeded  in  producing  weariness  rather  than  conviction  in 
minds  less  gifted  tlian  his  own.  Sir  John,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  somewhat  impatient  of  detail.  He  never  wasted  his 
time  looking  up  authorities  or  wading  through  official  papers. 
When  he  wished  to  speak  on  a  subject  calling  for  research,  lie 
briefly  indicated  the  line  he  proposed  to  take  to  some  one  to  whom 
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he  confided  the  task  of  getting  up  the  facts.  When  these 
were  marshalled  in  due  order  in  the  narrowest  possible  com- 
pass, he  would  devote  a  few  moments  to  their  assimilation, 
and  then,  often  provided  with  nothing  more  than  a  few  notes, 
generally  on  the  back  of  an  envelope  (which  he  not  infrequently 
contrived  to  mislay),  he  would  deliver  a  short  speech,  presenting, 
despite  the  technical  inaccuracies  inseparable  from  extempore 
delivery,  a  luminous  exposition  of  the  whole  subject.  This  was 
the  nearest  approach  to  preparation  in  which  he  indulged,  save 
on  rare  instances,  when  the  magnitude  of  the  question  demanded 
exhaustive  treatment.  Such,  for  example,  was  his  speech  on  the 
Washington  Treaty  in  1872,  when  he  spoke  for  six  hours,  or 
his  speech  in  the  following  year  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  scandnl. 
His  speeches  on  the  National  Policy  in  1876  apd  1879,  and  on 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  in  1880,  follow  in  importance. 
The  after-dinner  speech  he  himself  liked  best  was  that  deliveieil 
in  Montreal  at  the  "White"  Banquet  in  1875, 

Sir  John's  habitual  demeanour  in  Parliament  was  maiked 
by  that  old-fashioned  courtesy  now  rapidly  becoming  a  lost  art. 
Though  by  nature  somewhat  hasty,  he  seldom  suffered  Iiimself 
to  be  provoked.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  he  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  those  who  most  violently  opposed  him,  and  evt'u  to 
those  with  whom  liis  personal  relations  were  most  frigid  lie  was 
always  ready  to  do  justice.  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  an 
illustration  of  this. 

Some  years  ago,  Sir  John  received  a  letter  from  no  less 
a  personage  than  Mr.  Erastus  Wiman,  conveying  to  him  the 
startling  intimation  that  a  dark  plot  was  on  foot  to  wrest 
Manitoba  from  the  British  Crown,  by  an  armed  insurrection, 
and  among  the  promoters  of  this  nefarious  scheme  were 
Mr.  Edward  Blake,  then  leading  the  Opposition,  and  Sir 
Eichard  Cartwright,  his  first  lieutenant.  To  this  preposterous 
invention  Sir  John  replied  : — 

"[Private.] 

'•  Riviere  dii  Loup,  September  11,  1884. 

"My  dear  Me.  Wiman, 

"  Thanks  for  yours  of  the  6tli  instant.    1  can  quite 
understand  's  mode  of  action.    He  goes  to  Washimrtou 
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and  exaggerates  the  state  of  feeling  in  Manitoba.  Most  pro- 
bably the  gentlemen  he  sees  receive  him  politely,  and  say  they 
will  be  very  glad  if  Canada  can  be  induced  to  join  the  Union. 
With  this  statement  he  proceeds  to  Winnipeg,  and  pursues  the 
>;iiiie  course  lof  exaggeration.  I  don't  believe  a  word  of  his 
statement  about  Mr.  Blake  and  Sir  Eicliard  Cartwright,  The 
latter  has  expressed  his  belief  in  the  future  independence  of 
Canada,  but  that  is  all.  Neither  of  them  would  countenance 
for  a  moment  anything  like  a  rising  in  arms.  I  shall  look 
forward  with  interest  to  your  promised  communication  after 
visiting  Washington.  I  shall  h&  at  Ottawa  after  this  week. 
I  need  not  say  how  much  obliged  I  am  to  you  for  the  interest 
vou  take  in  this  matter. 

"  Believe  me 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

**  John  A.  Macdonald. 

"Erastus  Wiraan,  Esq.,  314,  Broadway,  New  York  City." 


When  he  had  finished  dictating  this  letter,  which  he  did 
V  itli  perfect  gravity,  he  smiled  grimly,  and  said,  "  This  is  a  new 
role  for  me,  defending  Blake  and  Cartwright."  I  asked  him 
wlint  motive  Wiman  could  have  had  in  writing  such  rubbish. 
"  Oh,"  replied  he,  "  he  wants  to  ingratiate  himself  with  me,  and 
ho  thinks  this  statement,  with  which  he  has  been  stuffed,  will 
be  acceptable  to  me,  because  it  reflects  upon  ray  opponents'  " 

As  a  stump  speaker  Sir  John  was  inimitable,  and  never 
filled  to  arouse  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people,  who  loved  his 
merry  way  of  appealing  for  their  support.  Nothing  can  better 
illustrate  his  power  in  this  direction  than  is  afforded  by  the 
story  of  the  Scotch  farmer,  a  Radical  of  the  straitest  sect,  who, 
at  the  close  of  a  political  meeting,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  which 
lie  had  shown  a  disposition  to  interrupt  the  speaker,  stole 
vmiud,  Nicodemus  like,  to  the  back  of  the  stage,  and  hurriedly 
^hook  hands  with  Sir  John,  evidently  desirous  to  escape  the 
observation  of  his  political  friends. 

A  criticism  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  not  infrequently  heard, 
is,  that  he  possessed  no  fixed  convictions  on  public  questions, 
lull  was  ever  ready  to  trim  his  sails  to  popular  opinion,  in  short, 
that  he  was  an  opportunist.     Indeed,  this  has  been  so  often 
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repeated  that  it  lias  come  to  be  looked  upon  almost  as  a  truism 
by  those  who  have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  tliem- 
selves  upon  the  point.  Not  many  weeks  ago  I  heard  a  gentle- 
man, by  no  means  ill-disposed  towards  the  memory  ol"  the  late 
(Conservative  leader,  observe,  that  it  was  '.'  well  known "  that, 
prior  to  1878,  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  always  been  a  free- 
trader,  and  that  he  adopted  protection  solely  for  the  reason  that 
he  believed  it  to  be  the  most  effective  weapon  that  could  be 
employed  against  the  Mackenzie  Administration. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  however  incomplete  in  other 

respects  these  memoirs  may  be,  they  furnish  ample  proof  of  tl 

fallacy  of  this  estimate  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  character.    Let 

ns  begin  with  the  question  of  protection.    In  order  todetcrniiue 

whether  Sir  John's  economic  views  remained  uniform  thrdugh- 

out  his  life,  it  is  necessary  to  recall  what  they  vere  at  a  given 

time,  say  in  1878.     It  is,  no  doubt,  perfectly  true  that  Sir  John 

never  considered  protection,  any  more  than  free-trade,  a  dogma 

divinely  revealed,  applicable  in  all  circumstances  and  under 

all  conditions.    To  do  so  would,  in  his  judgment,  have  been  even 

more  reprehensible  tlian    participation  in   the  fetish  worship 

practised  by  the  devotees  of  Cobden.      His  attitude  on  this 

general  question,   as  we   have  seen,  was,  to  use  the  words 

emplo}  3d  by  the  Times  in  a  moment  of  unwonted  candour,  that 

while  free-trade  is  ideally  the  more  excellent  way,  "  free-trade 

was  made  for  man,  not  man  for  free-trade,  and  that  if  it  were 

to  our  advantage  'to  surround  ourselves  with  a  moderate  fence,' 

there  was  no  sound  reason  .  .  .  why  the  transaction  should  not 

be  regarded  in  the  light  of  expediency."     So  much  for  theory, 

now  for  the  facts.     What  was  Sir  John  Macdonald's  course  in 

relation  to  this  question  as  regards  Canada  ?  -  We  have  nioro 

than  once  referred  to  the  fact  that,  so  long  ago  as  1846,  in  tho 

course  of  his  second  session,  he  advocated,  from  his  place  ia 

Parliament,  protection    to   native  industries.*      In   1830  he 

belonged  to  an  association  one  of  whose  chief  aims  was  to 

promote  a  "  commercial  national  policy."  f    In  1858  he  was 

a    member   of   an    administration    whose    Finance    Minister 

announced  protection  to  native  industries  as  the  policy  of  the 

Government.     In  the  general  election  of  1861  he,  at  various 

*  See  ante,  vol.  i.  p.  42.  t  See  anU,  vol.  i.  p.  71. 
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times  and  places,  explaineil  and  defended  this  policy.*  Lastly, 
i>ii  the  eve  of  the  j,'eneral  election  of  1872,  sevei.  /ears  before 
the  introduction  of  the  National  Policy,  Sir  John  wrote  : — 

"At  the  Imstings  in  Western  Canada  and  in  all  the  con- 
sliuiencies,  except  Toronto,  the  battle  will  be  between  free- 
trailo  and  a  national  p(jlicy.  The  fanners  are  indignant  at  the 
O|iposition  having  taken  the  duty  off  American  cereals  last 
session,  and  they  all  say,  and  .say  truly,  that  if  I  had  been  here, 
instead  of  at  AVashington,  it  would  not  have  occurreil.  It  is 
leally  astonishing,  the  feeling  that  has  grown  up  in  the  West 
in  favour  of  encouragement  of  liome  manufactures."  f 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  views  of  Sir  John  Macdonald, 
expressed  in  1846,  1S.~0,  1858,  1861,  and  1872,  are  in  close 
agreement  with  the  }"  iLion  taken  by  him  in  regard  to  protec- 
tion to  native  industries  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  when 
it  ean  be  shown  that  the  opinion  held  by  a  man  at  thirty-one, 
was  his  opinion  at  thirty-live,  at  forty-three,  at  forty-six,  at 
tifty-seven,  at  sixty-four,  and  at  seventy-six,  it  is,  I  think,  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  he  maintained  it  unchanged 
tliroiigii  life. 

*  Sec  ante,  vol.  i.  pp.  207--09. 
'  111  an  address  to  the  electors  ot  the  city  of  Kinfrston,  dated  June  10,  18C1.  lie 
siiil,  alliuliu_m  to  this  subject :  "  We  have,  however,  readjusted  the  tariff  on  imported 
iii'tii  ii's,  so  as  to  secure  sufficient  revenue,  and,  at  the  same  time,  incidentally  to 
luciiina'^c  homo  nv.inufacturcs.  Tlu;  success  of  our  policy  in  this  respect  is  already 
-liown  Uy  the  numerous  manufactories  of  every  description,  which  have  sprung  up  iu 
Irtitli  -crtion.s  of  the  province." 

At  Caledonia,  in  flie  course  of  the  same  campaign,  he  said:  "Now,  in  making 
'111'  idiiljiistment  of  the  tariff,  we  adopted  this  system  :  in  the  first  place  we  took  off 
the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life  which  the  poor  man  uses,  as  much  aa  passible  ; 
iu  the  second  place,  wc  increased  those  on  articles  of  luxury  which  the  rich  man 
buys;  and,  in  the  third,  we  raised  the  taxation  of  those  goods  winch  our  own 
imtlianics  can  manufacture,  so  as  iu  a  numuer  to  give  them  iueidentui  protection." 

At  St.  Catharines  he  spoke  thus  :  "It  is  said  that  we  have  increased  the 
tiixatiiiii  ol  the  country.  Some  of  you  will  bo  .surprised  to  hear  that  we  have  not 
i;t^(il  the  taxation  higher  than  it  was  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Ilincks.  Wo  have. 
huwivcr,  readjuste<l  the  tiiriff,  redtu'ing  the  duties  on  articles  of  necessity  and  raw 
maierials,  and  increasing  those  on  what  is  required  for  home  mauufaeturiug — this 
hiiiiL'  a  direct  encourasrement  to  our  artisans  and  mechanics.  It  is  as  if  formerly 
tlicre  iiad  been  half  a  dollar  duty  on  a  hat,  and  half  a  dollar  on  a  silk  neck-tie ; 
wlu'rca.s  now  there  are  tliree-quai-tcrs  of  a  dollar  on  a  hat  and  one  quarter  on  a  silk 
iiwk-tie,  thus  protecting  the  maker  of  hats,  which  wo  can  manufactme  iu  this 
I'Miiitiy,  and  letting  the  consumer  have  his  silk  neck-tic  cheaper,  which  we  cannot 
produce." 

t  To  Ocorge  Stephen,  Esq.,  datctl  Ottawa,  February  20,  1872. 
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So,  also,  with  the  question  of  education,  to  whicli  I  liuvc 
ah'eady  referred.* 

As  for  his  relations  towards  the  French  Canadians,  it  is 
superfluous  to  add  a  word  to  what  I  have  said.  For  yeiiis 
and  years  he  fought  their  battle  against  George  Brown  and 
the  Globe,  and  to  the  very  end  of  his  life  continued  to  ha  tlair 
friend.  So  also  in  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Kuril i- 
West,  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  the  Canadian  Pacific  IJiiilwav, 
and  other  large  questions  of  the  j)ast  forty  years  his  policy 
was  uniform  throughout.  There  is  just  one  exception  to  this 
general  rule.  It  is  true  that  in  1856  he  favoured  an  elective 
Upper  Chamber,  while  afterwards  he  upheld  the  nomiuativi 
principle.  On  this  subject  the  experience  of  eight  years  caused 
him  to  change  his  mind,  and  satisfied  him  tliat  the  plan  nf 
appointment  by  the  Crown  was  preferable  to  the  electi\c 
system.  But  in  this  change  there  is  no  reason  to  attribute 
motives  of  expediency ;  for  it  is  a  fact  that,  at  the  Que  nee 
Conference,  the  membeVs  from  all  the  provinces,  save  rrinio 
Edward  Island,  were  unanimous  for  a  nominative  Sciiati'. 
That  object  would  have  been  attained  with  equal  certainty  iind 
he  formed  one  of  a  minority  in  opposition  to  it. 

Finally,  let  us  take  the  paramount  subject  of  British 
connection.  At  what  period  in  Sir  John  Macdonald's  life  did 
his  loyalty  wane  ?  Was  it  in  1837,  when  he  carried  his  musket 
to  uphold  the  Queen's '  authority  ?  Was  it  in  1844,  when  In- 
declared  his  resolve  to  resist,  from  whatever  (quarter  it  uiiuhl 
come,  any  attempt  to  weaken  Canada's  union  with  the  luotlici 
country ?  Was  it  in  1850,  when  he  joined  a  society  \\lios(' 
first  object  was  declared  to  be  the  maintenance  of  JJrilish 
connection  ?  Was  it  in  1858,  when  he  resigned  office  as  a 
protest  against  what  ho  viewed  as  an  indignity  offered  by  tlm 
Opposition  of  that  day  to  Her  Majesty  ?  Was  it  in  1807,  wlieii 
he  expressed  in  the  most  solemn  and  empliatic  manner,  in  liio 
presence  of  the  Queen  herself,  Canada's  rcsolvt;  to  abide  "  under 
the  sovereignty  of  your  Majesty  and  your  family  for  ever " ; 
Was  it  in  1879,  when  he  was  sworn  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  as  ii 
recognition  of  his  eminent  services  to  the  Empire  ?  Lastly,  was 
it  in  1891,  when  he  reiterated  in  the  most  formal  and  iiuinvssive 

*  See  p.  '218. 
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manner  his  resolve  to  die  a  British  subject  ?  Let  those  who 
are  disposed  to  question  the  uinforinity  of  his  political  conduct, 
trace  his  course  in  relation  to  the  events  which  have  engaged 
public  attention  in  Canada  during  the  last  forty  years,  and,  so 
far  irom  attributing  inconsistency  to  him,  they  will,  I  venture 
to  think,  unite  in  the  opinion  that  the  history  of  const itutiojial 
','overnment  discloses  few  examples  of  statesmen  possessed  of 
more  settled  convictions  or  greater  constancy  of  purpose  than 
iiiiiniated  Sir  John  !MacdonahI. 

Sir  John  Macdonald  was  so  pliilosophical,  so  given  to 
acce])t  things  as  they  were,  that  he  very  rarely  indulged  in 
cynicism.  For  that  reason  the  few  occasions  on  which  he  did 
so  arti  strongly  marked  in  my  recollection.  To  so  great  a 
•jiind  the  defects  of  constitutional  government  must  liave  been 
no  less  apparent  than  its  many  and  great  advantages,  yet  I 
never  heard  him,  even  by  implication,  refer  to  them,  except 
once.  On  the  eve  of  the  general  election  of  1 887,  the  issue  of 
which  he  thought  more  than  doubtful,  he  observed  to  me  witli 
a  touch  of  bitterness  in  his  tone,  "  Here  we  are  going  to  the 
country  for  its  verdict  upon  our  policy  and  general  administra- 
tion i)f  the  public  atfairs  of  Canada ;  yet  we  stand  to  be  defeated, 
not  by  reason  of  anything  we  have  done  or  left  undone,  Init,  in 
one  province  ((,i)uebec),  because  in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice 
a  rebel*  has  suffered  death  for  his  crimes,  and,  in  another 
(Ontario),  because  Lord  Salisbury  will  not  grant  Home  llule  t(; 
Ireland." 

By  the  endeavour  of  certain  extremists  in  rarliamiuit  to 
force  the  (Tovernment  to  disallow  tlie  Jesuits'  Estates  Act  in 
1889,  those  ministerial  supportcu's  who  represented  Ontnrio 
i:onstituencies  were  placed  in  an  extremely  awkward  position. 
A  few  days  before  the  vote  was  taken,  one  of  them  in  a 
quandary  came  to  confer  with  his  leader  on  the  sultject.  I 
liappcned  lo  enter  tlie  room  when  tlie  INLl'.  was  leaving.     As 

the  door    closed,  Sir    John    saiil,  " is  a  plucky  fellow. 

he  has  already  seen  me  about  the  vote  on  i\m  Jesuits'  Estates 
Act.  He  is  naturally  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  to  him 
of  sticking  to  the  tJovernment,  yet  he  won't  desert  us.  He  1ms 
come  in  now  to  tell  me  that  he  was  elected  to  support  me,  and 

*  Louis  Riel. 
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he  is  going  to  do  it,  though  he  knows  full  well  that  in  Notini: 
with  the  Government  in  this  matter  he  is  committing  political 
suicide.  It  is  examples  of  this  sort  that  reconcile  one  to 
public  life.  And  yet,"  he  added,  speaking  with  much  empha.MS, 
"you  will  find  that,  in  less  than  a  week,  this  mivn,  wim  ]>; 
deliberately  sacrificing  his  political  future  rather  than  ahaiid  n 
his  leader,  will  bo  stigmatized  as  a  traitor."  His  name  (wiiv 
should  I  withhold  it)  is  George  Dickinson,  ex-M.P.  for  Carletou, 
and  lie  was  only  one  of  many  who,  on  that  occasion,  risked  t!n;ir 
political  lives  for  the  sake  of  the  "  old  man." 

Sir  John  Macdonald  seldom  alluded  to  the  past,  but,  walking 
through  the  Senate  lobby  on  his  way  to  the  office  in  the  Hdusc 
of  Commons  one  day,  he  said,  pointing  with  his  cane  to  the 
various   portraits   of  the   ex-Speakers   that   adorn  tiie  walls: 

"  Voor was  a  good  follow  ;  he  was  my  colleague  for  many 

a  day ;  dead,  dead, — nearly  all  gone.  Why,"  exclaimed  he, 
looking  back,  "  whenever  I  come  this  way,  I  feel  as  if  I  moil- 
walking  tln-ough  a  churchyard  !" 

He  did  not  often  speak  of  death.  I  remember,  however,  ou 
o]ie  occasion,  it  was  the  evening  of  his  sister  Louisa's  runeial, 
we  were  sitting  by  the  fire  together,  that  he  told  me  this  stoiy, 
a  sliglitly  different  version  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  Stanhope's 
"  ( 'onversations  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington." 

"  There  is  somewhere  in  Europe  a  monastery,  a  rule  of 
wliioh  is,  that,  when  any  member  of  the  Order  dies,  his  portrai; 
is  painted  and  hung  up  in  a  place  specially  devoted  to  that 
purpose.  In  tlie  course  of  time  a  })icture  gallery  of  very  con- 
siderable proportions  gi'ew  iij),  the  care  of  which  devolved  (tn  ;i 
member  of  tho  society.  One  day  this  old  monk  remarkeil  t" 
some  visitors  to  whom  lie  was  showing  tlie  pictures : — 

"'Do  you  know  that  when  I  look  upon  the  years  I  ha\' 
spent  gazing  on  these  unchanging  faces  before  me,  and  wImii 
1  reflect  upon  the  number  of  my  companions  who  Iuim'  iliil 
and  taken  their  places  upon  these  M'alls,  I  feel  sometiincs  as  it, 
after  all,  they  '  (pointing  to  the  pictures)  '  were  the  realilii-^,  upI 
we  are  the  shadows  ! '" 

About  a  month  before  Sir  John's  last  illness,  the  con  versa 
tion  at  the  breakfast  table  one  morning  turned  ui)on  deatii.    Sai'l  • 
he,  "  1  cannot  conceive  how  any  one  could  consent  to  live  his 
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life  over  again."  Somebody  said,  "  Should  you  like  it  ? "  He 
said  emphatically,  "  Certainly  not."  I  did  not  quite  catch  liis 
meaning,  so  I  remarked,  "  With  all  your  experience  to  guide 
you  ? "  "  Ah,"  said  he,  "  that  is  a  different  matter.  I  do  not 
mean  that  at  all.  What  I  mean  is,  to  begin  and  lead  your 
past  life  all  over  again,  exactly  as  it  has  been  led." 

Sir  John  Macdonald  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  truths  of 
Christianity.  Although  I  never  heard  him  discuss  religious 
subjects,  I  have  frequently  remarked  his  reverential  spirit  as 
disclosed  in  little  things.  For  example,  in  his  letters,  whenever 
he  spoke  of  plans  for  the  future  he  invariably  qualified  his 
statements  by  the  letters  "  D.V.,"  and  if  they  were  accidentally 
omitted  by  his  secretary  he  would  add  them  with  his  own  hand. 
Though,  from  the  very  nature  of  his  duties,  he  was  more  than 
ordinarily  absorbed  in  the  cares  of  this  world,  he  was  regular 
in  his  attendance  at  divine  service,  and  always  found  time 
personally  to  conduct  family  worship.  He  usually  attended 
the  Church  of  England  with  Lady  Macdonald,  but,  as  I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  say,  he  cared  little  for  external  forms  of 
worship,  and  was  at  all  times  ready  to  accept  the  ministrations 
of  the  Presbyterian  and  JMethodist  Churches.  He  was  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Salvation  Army,  for  which 
organization  he  had  always  a  kind  word,  and  ofttimes  some- 
tliiniT  more. 

Such,  in  brief,  arc  a  few  of  the  notes  which  illustrate  at  once 
till'  strength  and  tenderness  of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  character, 
a  character  not  unmixed  with  tl^e  alloy  of  human  weakness. 
Xo  man  was  more  deeply  conscious  of  his  own  shortconungs. 
He  sometimes  alluded  in  his  speeches  to  Avluit  he  called  his 
"manifold  sins  of  omission  and  commission,"  and  always  with 
the  plea  that  to  him  much  should  be  forgiven  by  iho  people  of 
('anada  because  he  "  loved  much."  This  apjieal  was  not 
made  in  vain.  The  very  reflection  that  so  great  a  man  needed 
forj,'iveness  at  the  hands  t)f  his  fellow-mon,  the  very  acknow- 
leilguient  that  the  leader,  equally  wltli  his  followers,  was 
compassed  with  infirmity,  enlarged  the  8ym])athy  which  lu^ 
always  inspired,  and  thus  even  in  his  weakness  Sir  John 
Maodonald  was  stnjng. 

The  Conservative  chieftain  wr  g  a  great  man,  and,  unlike 
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many  who  have  made  their  mark,  his  was  a  complete  and  well- 
proportioned  greatness.  One  knows  not  which  most  to  admire, 
the  amplitude  of  his  intellect,  his  fertility  of  resource,  the 
loftiness  of  his  spirit,  or  the  consummate  foresight,  tact,  and 
patience  which  he  displayed  in  his  administration  of  the 
complex  affairs  of  the  Dominion.  Yet,  above  and  beyond  all, 
there  was  one  quality  which  must  ever  be  regarded  as  his 
special  characteristic,  the  chiefest  of  his  gifts — his  great  power 
of  sympathy.  Whoever  it  was  that  first  said  Sir  John 
Macdonald  was  "  intensely  human,"  struck  the  key-note  of 
his  character.  He  kpew  every  chord  of  the  human  heart,  he 
understood  every  pission  that  swayed  man's  nature.  His 
intellectual  gifts,  joined  to  his  rare  talent  for  command,  would 
no  doubt  have  raised  him  to  eminence,  but  it  is  to  the  indefin- 
able faculty  which  he  possessed  of  entering  into  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  others  that  I  ascribe  his  long  continuance  in  power. 
This  quality,  largely  inborn,  was  assiduously  cultivated.  He 
never  neglected  an  opportunity  of  adding  to  his  knowled'j;e  of 
mankind  or  of  profiting  by  it,  and  thus,  by  the  constant  liabil 
of  speaking  kind  words  and  of  doing  kind  acts  in  his  own 
inimitable  way,  he  so  grounded  himself  in  the  affections  of  a 
whole  people  as  to  enjoy,  amid  the  unrest  and  change  goinji;  m 
uU  round  him,  power  almost  interruptedly  for  well-nigh  forty 
years. 

My  task  is  ended.  I  freely  acknowledge  that  the  relatinn  in 
which  I  stood  to  Sir  John  Macdonald,  and  the  sentiments  ut 
gratitude  .and  affection  which  I  cherish  for  his  memory, 
render  diflicult  the  exercise  of  that  impartiality  at  once  so 
desirable  and  so  rare  in  a  political  biography.  However  that 
may  be,  I  have  at  least  provided  material  for  tlu;  use  nf 
future  historians,  who,  enjoying  the  advantage  of  pcrspecti\e 
and  free  from  the  disabilities  under  which  I  labour,  wdl  be 
able  to  form  a  more  dispassionate  estimate  of  his  life  and 
work. 

As  to  the  ultimate  judgment  of  history  upon  Sir  John 
Macdonald  there  is  no  room  to  doubt.  The  lapse  of  years 
bringing  with  it  the  fulfilment  of  that  which  the  extraordinary 
elevation  of  his  gifted  mind  enabled  him  to  see  from  afar, 
cannot  but  add  lustre  to  a  name  that  will  ever  remain  deeply 
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j.rniv('ii  in  the  hearts  of  the  Canadian  people,  for  whom  no  spot 
will  retain  more  grateful  or  more  abiding  associations  than 
the  little  hill  outside  the  city  of  Kingston,  where,  under 
the  waving  pine  trees,  John  Alexander  Macdonald  awaits  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead. 
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"  [Privato.] 

"  Ottawa,  Jauuary  18,  1809. 

".My  OK.Mi  Sir  John  Young, 

"I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  of  great 
imi)Oitanco,  on  which  I  think  it  will  be  wnll  that  your  E.Kcellcncy  should 
:t\oive  explicit  instructions  from  Her  Majesty's  ttovernment. 

"  Previous  to  the  union  of  the  provinces,  the  Governor  of  each  province 
I  itlicr  assented  to  or  withheld  Iler  Majesty's  assent  to,  or  reserved  for  Ilei' 
Majesty's  assent,  such  Bills  passed  by  the  Legislatm-e  as  he  thought  proper, 
iiikI  lie  was  specially  enjoined  by  the  Koyal  instructions  to  reserve  certain 
olasses  of  Bills  therein  specified.  The  same  practice  is  continued  by  the 
I'lmiri  Act  with  respect  to  legislation  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada. 

'■  The  Act  provides  that  the  Lieutenant  Clovernor  of  each  [)rovince  may 
reserve  Bills  for  the  consideration  of  the  Governor  General,  but  tliere  is  no 
inovision  by  which  the  latter  is  to  take  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  on  sucli 
iei,'iHlation.     Tlic  Royal  instructions  are  also  silent  on  this  point. 

"In  the  absence  of  instructions  1  presume  that  Your  Excellency  would 
ixercise  the  powers  of  assent  to,  or  reservation  of  Bills,  under  the  advice 
it'  \'our  Council. 

"  Now,  altiiough  the  powers  of  the  provincial  Legislatures  arc  considerably 
nunc  limited  tlian  those  possessed  by  the  same  Legislatures  before  the  Union, 
,U't  tlioy  have  jurisdiction  in  very  many  cases  to  which  the  Royal  instructions 
wuiild  seem  to  apply.  I  mean,  that  a  provincial  Lcgislatme  may  pass  a  Bill 
iimlrr  our  present  constitution  which,  if  it  were  passed  by  the  Parliament  ul" 
tlic  l»(iniinion,  would  be  reserved  by  j'ou  under  such  instructions. 

"If  you  turn  to  the  7th  paragrapii  of  the  instructions  you  will  see  tiiat 
if  is  (juite  competent  for  a  local  Legislature  to  pass  Bills  coming  witliin  the 
-lul,  b\]\,  Gth,  7th,  and  8th  classes  therein  mentioned. 

"  Again,  doubts  have  already  arisen  as  to  the  respective  jurisdiction^  (f 
ilio  local  and  general  Legislatures. 

"It  is  difficult  to  make  the  local  Lcgislaturos   understand   thp'     heir 
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powers  are  not  so  great  as  they  were  before  the  Union,  ami  tliere  has  alreadv 
been  shown  a  tendency  to  enlarge  them,  and,  in  case  of  doubt,  to  give  tiiem- 
selves  the  bene6t  of  the  doubt,  and  construe  thoir  powers  in  the  largest  sonso. 
In  i'act,  the  question  that  convulsed  the  Uin'ted  States  and  onde-d  iu  tho  fis  i' 
War,  commonly  known  as  '  the  States  rights'  question,  lias  already  made  its 
appearance  in  Canada. 

''  Tliere  will  he  no  difficulty  in  managing  this  question  if  some  prim  ip!<! 
of  action  is  laid  down  by  the  Colonial  Office  and  steadily  adhered  to.  You 
liavo,  of  course,  a  check  on  unconstitutional  legislation  by  tlie  use  of  tlic  veto 
power  vested  in  you  by  the  Union  Act ;  but  you  may  liave  a  body  of  ailvi.sc!< 
composed  of  'States  rights'  men,  who  will  look  more  to  sectional  tluui  to 
general  interests. 

"  The  natural  tendency  of  pubhc  men  is  in  that  direction.  Each  member 
of  your  Government  liolds  his  position  from  liis  supposed  inliuenco  '.n  his 
own  province,  and  he  will  bo  disinclined  to  lessen  that  influence  by  acting  foi 
the  Dominion  and  against  his  province  should  their  interests  come  in  conflict. 

"  This  is  more  especially  the  case  now,  when  the  General  Government  is 
now,  and  the  Dominion  has  no  associations,  political  or  bistorical,  connecteil 
with  it.  We  are  all  yet  mere  provincial  politicians.  By-and-by  it  is  to  lie 
hoped  that  S'  ne  of  us  may  rise  to  the  level  of  national  statesmen. 

"It  wou,  under  the  circumstances,  I  think,  be  satisfactory  to  yom'scll" 
to  have  specilic  instructions,  in  your  capacity  as  an  Imperial  officer,  as  to 
your  course : — 

"  1st.  When  an  Act  of  a  provincial  Legislature  relates  to  any  of  tlic 
classes  or  subjects  mentioned  in  the  7tli  paragraph  of  the  Royal  instructions. 

"  2nd.  When  it  is,  in  your  opinion,  unconstitutional  or  in  excess  of  the 
power  of  the  local  body. 

"  In  addressing  this  to  Your  Excellency  1  feel  that  I  am,  to  some  extent, 
travelling  out  of  my  beat ;  but  my  anxiety  for  the  well-working  of  tlio  new- 
constitution,  with  the  framing  of  which  I  had  a  good  deal  to  do,  will,  I  liopi;, 
be  a  sufficient  excuse. 

'.'  Believe  nio.  my  dear  Sir  John  Young, 
*  ''  Faithfully  yours, 

"Joiix  A.  Mac'dunalii.  ' 
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Macdonald." 


"[Private.  I 

"  (ioverumcut  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

"September  l.'i.  I8G8. 
"  Mv  i»i;au  Sik  John, 

"  I  have  begged  Lord  Monck  to  keep  you  au  couraiit  of  all  tli!\t 
has  leeii  going  on  here,  by  forwarding  to  you  my  letters  to  him,  but  I  may 
as  well,  in  cat^e  ho  Lord  Monck)  has  failed  to  do  so,  send  you  newspaper 
Lracts  which  will  explain  everything  concerned  with  a  small  affair  I  have 
liid  with  my  Attj',  Genl.  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  nie  in  thinking  that, 
■oiistitutionally,  I  was  justified  in  asking  from  him,  as  om}  of  my  Ministers. 
Ill  explanation  of  words  attributed  to  him  in  debatf,  while  I  have  pass(!(l 
over  endless  rebellious  speeches  made  by  independent  members  in  the  II.  nt" 
A.    Me  backed  out     *     *     *     * 

iiiiil  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly  ]ias8ed  a  vote  of  censiii(' 
upon  me  I'nr  having  called  the  Atty.  General  to  book,  which  I  foreetl 
them  to  expunge,  so  now  we  have  kissed  and  made  friends  again.  I  am 
inTvoiis  as  to  the  speech  I  shall  have  to  deliver  on  Friday  next.  I  have 
writti'ii  oil"  a  short  one,  but  whether  or  not  it  will  suit  my  advisers  remains 
ti)  be  seen.  Yon  will  see  by  the  accompanying  newspaper  clipping  that 
Howe,  although  walking  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  IT.  of  A.,  would 
not  go,  with  bis  brother  delegates,  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  IIousi'. 
1  have  not  seen  him  lately,  so  I  am  at  a  loss  to  guess  upon  what  grounds 
lie  absented  himself  so  pointedly.  I  fear  the  people  of  the  country  arc 
'ahead  '  of  our  friend  'Joe,'  and  that  ho  will  have  great  difficulty  in  restrain 
iiig-  them.  Nothing  can  be  more  violent  than  the  tone  of  all  the  members 
of  till'  11.  of  A.,  includhig  my  own  ('ouncil;  and  if  the  Morniiuj  ('hronidi- 
IS  to  lie  allowed  to  continue  to  fulminate  its  treason  throughout  the  land,  I  do 
not  know  how  we  are  ever  to  get  tlio  country  quiet,  1  send  you  one  or  t\vi> 
Kpeoirnons.    Pray  give  the  acompanying  letter  to  Lady  Macdonald,  and 

"  Believe  mc  to  be  yours  sincerely, 

"IlASTixr.a  Dovr.K." 


S"  ,fohn  thus  replied  to  (reneral  Doyle  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
iatter's  course : — 

"As  reganls  the  privileges  of  the  Assembly  you  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
ti'ohnically  more  in  the  right  had  you,  in  your  first  communication,  not  referred 
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to  Ills  repfiited  language  expressly  as  having  been  delivered  in  the  Ilousr 
of  AssemMy.  This  is,  however,  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  and  does  not  rcallv 
alVect  in  substance  the  constitutionality  of  your  coui-se.  Wilkins  nii"iit 
perhaps  have  bothered  you  had  he  declined  to  enter  into  any  discussion  as 
to  any  speech  delivered  by  him  in  Parliament,  but  his  answer  made  von 
complete  master  of  the  position."  * 

*  From  Sir  John  Macdonald  to  His  Excellency  General   Doyle,  ilatcil  Ottawa, 
September  21,  1868. 


ilp.  Uiitcd  Ott;nvii, 
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Al'l'EXDIX    XVIII.     (See  p.  37.) 

'■  [Coiitiileiitial.] 

"  Ottawa,  September  4,  1868. 

'•  My  ni'.AR  llowi", 

'•  Since  my  return,  I  have  been  watching,  witli  great  interest,  as  yon 
may  suppose,  the  proceedings  of  your  Legislature. 

••  Wilkins'  resolutions  are  strong  enough  in  all  conscience,  and  tiierc  lias 
ipliarcntly  been  a  good  deal  of  violent  speaking,  l)ut,  on  the  whole,  the 
jiroceedings  seem  satisfactory  enough. 

■'  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Legislature  has  set  to  work  to  attend  to  the 
loi;islation  actually  required,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  revolutionaiy  action 
lieforo  prorogation. 

••  In  Canada  iiere,  I  think  the  feeling  of  satisfaction  is  very  general  at  the 
resolution  to  limit  the  attempts  for  repeal  to  legal  and  constitutional  means, 
and  1  think,  too,  that  there  is  a  general  desire  to  make  things  pleasant  for 
Nova  Scotia.  We  are  to  ai)point  the  railway  commissioners  in  the  beginning 
ot  next  week,  as  well  as  the  chief  engineer,  and  we  intend  to  set  to  work 
vigorously  on  the  construction  of  the  line. 

'•This  is  one  instance  in  which  the  unhappy  state  of  alfairs  witii  yon 
■perates  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  want  a  good  man 
10  rc'ijresent  her  interests  specially  on  the  Board.  We  caimot  appoint  a 
Union  man  without  giving  offence  to  the  majority  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  an 
Anli  won't  take  the  office.  I  shall  therefore  appoint  some  subordinate  offii-er 
of  the  Governmerit  to  the  situation  pro  tern.,  in  the  hope  that  ere  long  tilings 
may  be  in  such  a  positit)n  with  you  as  to  enable  you  to  recommend  a  man 
to  us. 

'•  T  do  not  believe  that  there  is  yet  any  truth  in  the  rumours  about 
rtHi|iiocity,  but  that  (juestion  will  be  upon  us  before  wo  know  it.  In  such 
iMKi',  we  depend  on  your  going  to  Washington. 

"  Whenever  you  think  it  well  for  nie  to  write  you  the  letter  that  wo 
dist'ussed  at  Halifax,  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  so,  and  it  will  have  the  con- 
( iineuoo  of  all  my  colleagues. 

"  I  shonld  like  to  hear  from  you  as  to  the  exact  line  that  you  would  desire 
iik;  to  take;  but  I  suppose  that  the  matter  had  better  stand  over  until  after 
your  prorogation. 
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~  "  Would  it  not  bo  well  for  you  to  press  Annand  to  come  up  and  discusN 
tlic  financial  question? 

"  Believe  mo  very  faithfully  yours. 

'•  John  A.  Ma(  dun  \i,i,, 
"The  Hon.  Joseph  Howe,  Halifax,  N.S." 


'•  [Confidential.] 

"  FIiililii.\.  Sn])tt'nil)(i-  15.  18G8. 

"Mv  KKAi:  Siu  John,  • 

"  I  was  in  the  country  when  your  letter  of  the  4th  arrived,  anil  .li.l 
not  get  it  till  yesterday.  In  replying  to  it,  I  wish  to  define  at  tiio  outset  \m 
relative  positions,  and  the  basis  on  which  our  correspondence,  if  any  satis- 
factory result  is  to  be  attained,  ought  to  proceed. 

'•  So  many  absurd  lies  get  into  the  newspapers  in  all  the  provinces  tiiat 
we  cannot  on  these  points  be  too  explicit  or  candid  witli  each  other.  If  jui_\ 
i;ood  comes  of  our  correspondence,  it  can  only  be  by  ultimately  taking  tlio 
population  of  British  America  into  our  confidence.  Our  oral  commuiiicatioiis. 
so  far  as  they  went  while  you  were  here,  might  have  been  publislicd  on  the 
house-toi)s,  and  I  shall  write  nothing  to  you  which  you  are  not  at  \\U:x{\ 
to  print  whenever  you  choose,  or  to  show  to  any  of  your  friends  in  the 
rtican  time. 

"  Up  to  the  period  of  your  departure  my  public  action  was  limited  to  tlifM- 
three  points : — 

"  1 .  Tiiat  you  and  your  friends  should  come  and  go  in  peace,  and  witii  tin 
courtesies  of  war ; 

'•  2.  That  you  should  have  a  fair  hearing,  and  be  at  liberty  to  sulmiit.  in 
writing,  through  any  channel  you  chose  tu  select,  whatever  you  Jiad  to 
propose ;  and, 

''.'{.  That  until  all  peaceful  and  loyal  methods  of  dealing  with  iii< 
ditViculties  with  which  we  were  perplexed  had  been  exhausted,  it  was  wi-. 
to  limit  the  agitation  for  repeal  to  legal  and  constitutional  means. 

''Onyour  part  it  was  assumed  that,  however  the  difficulties  luul  arir,(.Mi. 
you  recognized  the  necessity  for  dealing  v.ith  them  in  a  just  and  genenms 
spirit,  and  were  prepared  to  make  ■>.,  <  iibrt  to  place  the  relations  of  tin' 
colonies  on  a  footing  of  mutual  confiUcixOe  and  co-operation. 

"  On  one  point  we  both  agreed,  that  any  attempt  to  break  down  tin' 
Opposition  by  mere  patronage  would  be  a  failure,  and  that  no  public  ncm 
in  Nova  Scotia,  whose  support  would  be  worth  having,  could  take  oHiee  und"r 
tlio  Dominion  tiovernment  until  ho  could  bring  with  him  the  coulidcncc  ami 
.supj)ort  of  the  province. 

"  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  you  were  not  prepared  to  submit,  in 
ollicial  form,  the  explanations  and  proposals  made  to  the  commitLce  of  the 
convention,  because,  in  the  absence  of  any  definite  propositions,  matters  have 
drifted  for  a  month,  until  the  excitement  has  increased,  and  the  cry  for  repeal 
or  annexation  is  heard  all  over  the  province. 
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3ace,  and  witli  il 


"Tlio  visit  of  General  Uiitler  and  liis  friends  made  for  the  purposi", 
vcucely  disguised,  of  enconragiiif,'  tlio  annexation  feeling,  with  oflei-s  of  men 
;mil  money,  has  added  new  complications,  and  wo  have  just  escaped  collision 
|«>twcen  tho  Governor  and  the  local  Legislature,  which,  whatever  the  result 
,fa  dissolution  might  have  been,  would,  had  a  rupture  l)cen  forced,  have 
i:icri'ascd  the  feeling  of  hitternoss  and  exas;i'  ration. 

•'  The  danger  is  now  over,  the  session  will  close  in  a  few  days,  and,  if 
anything  is  to  be  done,  no  time  should  l»o  lost  in  making  the  effort. 

•Tho  first  step  should  bo  for  you  to  put  in  writing  the  substance  of  yotn- 
ml  t^tatements  to  the  committee.  Let  this  be  done  without  delay.  I  will 
then  show  tho  paper  to  a  few  friends,  and  perhaps  give  you  our  views  in 
writing.  Nothing  may  result  from  this  negotiation,  but,  if  it  fails,  and  trouble 
1  omc"!  after,  we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  ha\  o  exhausted 
•Jic  sources  of  friendly  negotiation,  and,  besides,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  then  be  able  to  discern  in  what  we  agree,  and,  should  that  point  be 
arrived  at,  where  our  interests  are  irreconcilable. 

'•  Pending  this  negotiation,  it  will  be  sound  policy  to  make  no  appoint- 
ments i  1  or  for  Nova  Scotia,  because  all  selections  hitherto  have  been  made 
frum  the  minority  of  tho  population,  and  those  officers,  with  the  tinjjopular 
jiersoiis  crammed  into  the  Senate,  create  feelings  the  very  reverse  of  those 
mu  ilosiro  to  cultivate.  By  tliis  course  you  risk  nothing,  because,  should  we 
1«}  compelled  to  resume  our  old  attitudes  a  month  or  two  iience,  you  will  then 
liave  all  the  patronage  to  strengthen  your  Government  in  any  way  you  please. 

'•  I  still  adhere  to  my  pledge  to  help  you  to  get  a  recijirocity  treaty.  I  ha\e 
niaile  no  secret  of  your  oiler  r-'  its  acceptance,  and  would  i>roba1jly  act  with 
the  full  concurrence  of  the  lo  ..hants  of  Halifax. 

'•  Piutler's  committee  liavc,  I  think,  endeavoured  to  sjiread  the  appre- 
hension here,  that  no  treaty  can  be  got  without  annexation. 

"  Counter  statements  to  those  handed  to  you  by  Tims  and  tho  Accountant 
lieneral  have  been  made  in  our  Legislature.  The  ('ommittee  of  Publico 
Accounts  will  report  iu  a  few  days,  and  Annand  will  make  a  financial  state- 
ment. I  will  endeavour  to  get  the  facts  sifted  out,  so  that  we  may  arrive  at 
Jefinite  data  about  which  there  can  be  no  further  disi)ute. 

"  Li  the  mean  time, 

"  Believe  me  yours  truly, 

"JosK.i'ii  ]b)wi:." 

"  [Confidential.] 

'•Ottawa,  Sqitembev -JC,  18(J8. 

"My  Dr.-*u  HowK. 

"I  have  yours  of  the  I'lth  instant. 

"  Your  suggestions  as  to  the  basis  on  which  our  correspondence  should  l»e 
'  airicd  on  arc  quite  satisfactory  to  me,  and  your  statement  as  to  tho  nature 
if  our  conversations  at  Halifax  I  accept  as  correct  in  every  particular. 

"The  newspapers,  both  with  us  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  have  been  filled  with 
all  kinds  of  absurdities.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  iu  the  slightest  degree 
lesard  them. 
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"  It  is  unfortunate  tliat  the  occurrences  in  the  provincial  Lc<'islatme  have 
revived  the  feelings  of  irritation  that  I  had  hoped  were  beginning  to  suhsiil^ 
i  always  was  apprehensive  of  this  ;  but  you,  as  I  undcrstooil,  thought  tliut  so 
soon  as  the  resolutions  protesting  against  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  (lesiiunh 
were  adopted,  things  would  go  on  smoothly. 

"  [  am  afraid  that  Blanciiard's  forcing  a  discussion  on  Wilkins'  resolutioiis 
was  very  injudicious,  and  fanned  the  flame.  However,  the  House  has  now  hm\ 
])ror()gued,  and  I  suppose  will  not  re-assemble  for  eleven  months  or  su. 
Dining  that  time  moderate  men  have  their  opportunity,  and  will^  I  Jio.,. 
embrace  it. 

"  My  tliive  previous  letters  were  written  for  the  purpose  of  impressiii- 
upon  you,  as  strongly  as  possible,  my  sense  of  the  great  injury  caused  to  Nova 
Scotian  interests  by  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  it  occurs  to  ine  that  \on 
can  make  ';reat  use  of  this  argument  with  your  friends. 

''  While  Nova  Scotia  suffers,  the  Canadian  Government  also  sufftM-.  If  w.^ 
delay  the  filling  up  of  important  offices  in  Nova  Scot'a,  we  are  charijotl  w'ah. 
neglect  of  duty.  If  we  ajipoint  union  men  we  are  told  that  it  is  an  insult  (d 
the  majority  of  the  people.  If  we  otTer  to  appoint  ono  of  tlie  majvirifv  we  ait' 
told  tliat  we  arc  attempting  to  bribe  him.  Tiiis  state  of  things  surely  siimiM 
not  last. 

''  You  say  that  it  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  I  was  nut  i)n'[miuil  tn 
submit,  in  an  oilicial  form,  the  explanations  and  proposals  made  to  tlic 
committee  of  tlie  convention.  I  thought  that  this  matter  had  been  jiorfectly 
understood  between  us. 

"  You  suggested  my  writing  you  a  letter  before  I  left  Halifax,  and  .siid  yoii 
would  answer  it  in  a  month  or  so.  I  stated  that  if  it  was  to  be  postpotu'd  fu 
long,  I  might  as  well  defer  writing  until  the  end  of  the  month,  or  about  lUv 
]U"orogation,  and  that  I  woultl  then  write  with  tiic  ooncu!Ten''e  of  ail  uiv 
(;olleagues.  This  would,  of  course,  give  my  statements  more  weight  thiiii  if 
they  came  from  myself  alone. 

■'  Onr  Council  will  re-assemble  next  Monday,  and,  after  consulting  with 
them,  1  shall  write  you  in  full.  My  letter  will,  however,  be  merely  a  repi  titiou 
of  the  statements  made  before  the  committee,  and,  as  tlio  wluiln  of  tin- 
Provincial  Ministry  were  present  wlien  the  statements  were  made,  it  will  ';i\r 
them  no  new  information.     It  will,  I  hope,  strengthen  your  hands. 

"  From  all  I  can  learn  of  matters  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  I  hear  inui'h  frmu 
both  sides,  I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  only  to  declare  your  will  that  \h'' 
l)resent  constitution  should  have  a  fair  trial,  and  your  will  will  be  law.  .\il 
you)'  own  friends,  all  the  moderate  Antis,  and  the  whole  union  jmrty  will  raii; 
round  you,  and  you  must  succeed. 

"  I  liave  heard  notliing  further  from  Washington  as  to  reciprocity,  Imi 
1  still  hope  that  your  services  will  be  required  before  Now  Year. 

"  Believe  mo 

''  Yours  faithfully, 

"John  A.  M.vcdoxald. 

"The  IIou.  Joi^cph  Howe,  llaliJux,  N,S,"' 
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"  [Confidential  and  separate.] 

"  Ottawa,  November  4,  18G8. 
"  My  dear  Howe, 

"  I  duly  received  your  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  Ctli  of  October, 
and  I  have  called  Rose's  attention  to  tlie  question  of  Finance.  He  has  been, 
for  some  time,  busily  engaged  in  an  examination  of  tiie  subject,  and  hopes  in 
,1  few  (lays  to  be  in  a  position  to  communicate  with  you  thereupon.  Mean- 
while, I  desire  to  ^v^ite  you  p,  letter  for  your  own  eye  alone,  which,  after 
having  read,  you  may  put  into  the  fire  or  return,  as  you  please. 

"  Believing  as  I  do,  and  as  I  think  you  do,  that  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to 
the  present  anomalous  state  of  things,  and  that  all  further  attempts  on  the 
Knglish  Parliament  will  be  fruitless,  I  think  that  some  decided  lino  of  policy 
should  be  taken  in  the  interests  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  of  the  Dominion. 

"  It  is  hopeless  to  expect  any  change  of  opinion  in  the  present  Provincial 
fiovernment.  They  are  a  body  of  men  who  have  risen  to  the  surface  only  on 
the  repeal  cry,  and  their  incapacity  for  administration  is  so  well  known,  even 
to  themselves,  that  they  can  hope  to  retain  oflico  only  by  a  continuance  of 
the  agitation.  It  is  quite  evident  that  they  are  reckless  of  the  efl'cct  on 
Nova  Scotia,  or  the  ruin  to  its  interests  so  long  as  they  remain  in  power  ;  they 
would  rather  'reign  in  hell  than  servo  in  heaven.'  To  wait,  tiien,  for  any 
signs  of  conversion  on  their  part  is  to  be  like  the  peasant  in  the  flible,  who  sat 
liy  the  river  side  until  the  river  should  pass  by. 

"  I  look  upon  you  as  the  sole  means,  but  tiie  certain  means,  of  arresting 
tlicir  downward  course. 

"Mirabeau  would  have  arrested  the  French  Revolution  had  he  not 
prematurely  died.  You  are  the  Nova  Scotian  Mirabeau,  and  judging,  I  am 
;;Iad  to  say,  by  the  state  of  your  health  when  I  last  saw  you,  I  do  not  think 
yon  will  have  your  French  prototy;-c's  untimely  fate. 

"Wliat  course  is  there  open  to  yon  to  attain  this  desirable  result?  ^ly 
idea  is  this,  that  the  financial  question  should  bo  seftle<l  in  a  manner  favour- 
able to  Nova  Scotian  interests,  and  tiiat  this  once  cfVected  you  should  openly 
appeal,  in  the  spirit  of  your  late  admirable  letter,  lately  published,  to  tiio 
loyalty,  moderation,  and  good  sense  of  the  whole  people.  You  will  iiavc,  of 
course,  the  extreme  men,  the  political  b.acks,  and  tiiosc  who  have  nothing  to 
lose,  to  confront;  but  you  will  have  all  your  own  friends,  political  and  personal, 
all  men  of  property  who  desire  the  cessation  of  tiiis  ruinous  agitation,  and  the 
whole  union  party  at  your  back.  You  can  get  up  an  entlnisiasm  on  your  im... 
if  you  please.  The  local  Government  will  either  bo  whipped  in,  or  you  can 
place  them  in  such  a  position  that,  upon  a  dissolution  and  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  you  can,  with  your  united  forces,  secure,  in  the  local  Parliament,  a 
majority  who  will  give  their  confidence  to  Ministers  in  whom  you  confide. 

"  This,  you  will  say,  is  a  bold  game,  but,  '  out  of  tiic  nettle,  danger,  you 
will  \i\msk  the  fiower,  safety.' 

"  If  some  such  course  as  this  is  not  adopteil,  liow  is  it  to  be  visible  to  tho 
world  that  there  is  a  reaction  in  Nova  Scotia,  oven  though  it  is  well  understood 
that  such  a  reaction  exists  ?    Your  local  Parliament  will  sit  for  three  years 
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yet.  Its  members  are  so  deeply  committed  to  the  support  of  the  present  anti- 
confederate  Government  tliat  they  cannot  well  retrace  their  steps,  and  so  the 
disease,  wliich  is  now  in  its  acute  and  therefore  curable  form,  \vill  become  a 
chronic  and  inveterate  sore.  There  is  a  glorious  and  patriotic  game  before 
you ;  let  mo  urge  you  to  play  it. 

"  You  have,  by  a  life-long  service  of  pecuniary  disinterestedness,  in  the 
public  cause,  earned  the  right  to  rise  far  above  the  fear  of  an  unworthy 
suspicion  that  you  are  actuated  by  mercenary  motives.  Let  no  fear  of  such 
an  imputation  deter  you  from  this  course. 

"  Pray  pardon  my  writing  so  strongly  to  you,  but  the  exigency  of  the  case 
requires  speedy  and  energetic  action. 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Annand  cannot,  or,  rather,  will  not  come  here. 
1  did  not  much  expect  that  he  would,  as  it  is  his  game  to  jirevcnt  all  rapj^roche- 
iiient.  Anything  that  will  quiet  or  diminish  the  anti-union  feeling  will  weaken 
Jiis  hands  and  diminish  his  power.  But  if  you  ask  him  to  come  and  he  won't 
and  if  a  man  like  McLelan  therefore  will  come,  he  (Annand)  will  be  put  in 
the  wrong,  and  the  prestige  of  having  effected  an  advantageous  settlement  for 
Nova  Scotia  will  transfer  the  game  to  your  hands.  It  would  do  so  more 
effectually  if  you  would  come  accompanied  by  McLclan.  This  is,  however, 
altogether  for  your  consideration ;  meanwhile,  I  shall  hurry  Hose  (who, 
however,  needs  no  spur)  as  to  the  financial  resume. 

"  In  your  last  telegram  you  say  that  another  letter  is  on  the  way,  which 
I  shall  look  for  with  great  interest. 

"'  Believe  mo 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"John  A.  ^Iacdoxald. 

"The  lion.  Joseph  Ilowe,  Ilalifnx,  Nova  Scotia." 


"  [Confidential.] 

"Ilalr'  X,  November  10,  1868. 

"  My  DEAR  Siu  John, 

"  I  have  been  so  much  engaged,  writing  public  letters  and  discussing 
the  state  of  affairs  with  old  friends,  that  I  have  not,  until  this  forenoon,  had 
half  an  hour  to  re))ly  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant.  I  assume  that  my 
public  letters  are  reprinted  in  the  Canadian  papers,  and  that  you  see  them  all, 
but  for  fear  that  you  should  not,  you  will  find  one  or  two  of  <  '".j  last  enclosed. 
You  will  scarcely  understand,  however,  how  matters  movt  here  without 
running  your  eye  over  the  "  Anti"  and  other  Halifax  ))apers,  which  you  can 
get  from  some  of  the  printers  with  whom  they  are  exchanged. 

"  On  my  return  home,  and  long  before  I  saw  or  had  any  communication 
with  you,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  any  further  appeals  to  England  were 
liojielesR,  unless  wo  could  revive  the  old  idea  of  a  union  of  the  Maritime 
I'rovinces  and  go  over  with  a  schemo  of  Government  in  our  hands.  All  the 
delegates  shared  this  opinion.  On  my  way  out  I  saw  Mr.  Munn,  a  wealthy 
men^hant  of  Newfoundland,  who  gave  me  no  encourngcment  to  expect  aid 
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from  that  island,  and  two  friends  who  had  been  sent  to  New  Brunswick  and 
('harlottetown  liad  brought  back  discouraging  accounts  from  those  provinces. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  took  it  for  granted  that  we  would  all  fall  back 
upon  the  view  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  in  England.  This  opinion 
1  expressed  without  any  reserve :  but  delegations  are  pleasant  things,  and 
I  soon  fjund  that  some  of  my  friends  were  not  disinclined  to  have  another, 
iind  that  the  local  Government  naturally  felt  that,  so  long  as  the  ciy  for 
repeal  could  be  kept  up,  they  would  have  the  protection  of  a  powerful  party 
to  shield  them  from  all  criticism  of  the  policy  or  acts  of  the  Administration. 

"  Having  the  control  of  all  the  '  Anti '  newspapers  secured  by  a 
distribution  of  the  public  printing  among  them,  this  policy  was  soon  indicated; 
and,  before  the  convention  met,  tlie  country  were  informed  that  tho  prospects 
(if  repeal  were  brightening,  that  a  new  Parliament  and  another  delegation 
would  work  wonders,  and  that,  if  they  did  not,  then  a  seizure  of  the  revenue 
otllces  and  annexation  would  settle  the  question. 

"In  accordance  with  this  policy,  from  the  moment  it  was  known  that  the 
Canadian  Ministers  were  coming  down,  to  insult  and  bluff  them  otV  was  part 
of  the  programme.  !My  protest  and  expressed  determination  that  they  should 
1)0  heard,  and  that  any  terms  they  might  offer  should  bo  fairly  considered, 
disturbed  this  policy,  and  at  once  all  sorts  of  rumours  were  set  in  circulation, 
to  which  point  was  given  in  the  subsidized  presj. 

.  •'  When  the  convention  broke  up  I  took  no  further  part  in  the  movement, 
l)ut,  if  asked,  gave  my  opinions  freely.  Thinking  to  frighten  and  silence  me, 
the  repeal  papers  were  set  to  work  to  praise  me  one  day  and  threaten  me  tho 
next.  I  took  no  notice  of  this  sort  of  thing  till  everybody  could  see  that  the 
provocation  had  been  ample,  and  then  gave  my  views  frankly  to  the  country, 
with  what  effect  it  is  perhaps  too  early  yet  to  conjecture.  I  should  have  done 
this  even  if  convinced  that,  at  iirst,  not  a  dozen  persons  were  with  me,  because 
I  should  depend  upon  the  sober  second  thought  of  my  countrymen  to  come 
right  at  last  and  do  me  justice. 

'•  But  I  should  deceive  myself,  and  you  too,  if  I  allowed  you  to  suppose 
that  I  could  lead  them  as  I  like.  As  a  whole  they  are  intelligent,  keen 
politicians,  and  deeply  feel  what  they  regard  as  great  wrongs.  They  have, 
besides,  got  the  idea  into  their  heads  that  your  government  is  not  to  be 
trnsted,  and  that  you  are  a  sort  of  wizard  that,  having  already  beguiled  Brown 
McDougall,  Tupper,  etc.,  to  destruction,  is  about  to  do  the  same  kind  (if 
office  to  me.  The  indc])cndcnco  of  my  position  alone  enables  me  to  fight  this 
liattle,  and  I  must  hold  it  or  be  beaten.  It  is  true  that  I  might  take  oftice  ami 
cany  my  county  with  me,  but  1  would  not  at  present  carry  the  country ;  and, 
linin  tho  fii-st,  I  have  always  said  that  to  do  less  would  only  be  to  make  a 
wreck  of  myself,  leaving  all  the  work  to  be  done  over  agiMii. 

"  At  present  there  is,  in  many  (piarters,  hope  from  the  now  Parliament,  but 
tho  widespread  feeling  in  favour  of  annexation  to  the  United  States  now 
I'omplicates  matters  a  great  deal.  You  can  have  no  idea  how  rapidly  this 
feeling  ha3  developed.  There  are  whole  districts  where  tho  sentiment  of 
loyalty  is  dead,  where  no  '  enthusiasm '  can  bo  evoked  by  anybody. 
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"  Mirabeau  was  an  able  man,  but  unprincipled  and  as  ugly  as  the  devil  • 
and,  besides,  the  French  Court,  having  no  sincere  desire  to  make  just  concessions 
was  not  worth  saving.  They  played  with  a  revolution,  and  lost  time  till  it 
was  too  late  to  save  the  nation.  You  have  lost  some  time.  Had  we  been 
met  at  Ottawa  last  winter  in  thie  same  spirit  which  you  evince  now,  things 
might  have  taken  a  different  turn.  But  the  past  is  behind  us,  and  cannot  be 
recalled.  Looking  to  the  future,  I  must  fight  my  battle  here  in  my  own  way, 
and  it  will  be  sound  policy  for  you  to  allay  the  discontent,  so  far  as  you 
honourably  can,  by  the  most  lil)eral  concessions  that  are  compatible  with 
justice  to  the  other  portions  of  the  Dominion. 

"  I  have  not  had  time  to  give  you  my  views  on  the  constitutional  aspects 
of  the  question,  but  will  do  so  shortly.  In  the  mean  time,  think  whether  our 
section  of  the  S*,nite  cannot  be  reconstructed  or  made  elective.  Fancy  all 
the  Senators  from  Cutai'o  or  Quebec  taken  from  a  minority  of  the  people,  and 
including  the  most  unprirmlar  men  in  the  province !  You  could  not  reconcile 
your  people  to  that  state  •'  things.  Turn  this  over  in  your  mind,  and  sec  if 
some  remedy  cannot  be  suggested. 

"Rose  writes  in  the  best  spirit,  and  I  hope  to  have  his  report  this 
week. 

"  If  anj'  answer  is  to  come  to  the  minute  and  resolutions,  it  should  be  hero 
without  delay.  If  the  question  is  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  new  Cabinet, 
they  should  not  hang  fire,  but  decide  promptly. 

"  A  most  distasteful  appointment  has  just  been  made  of  a  postmaster  at 
Weymouth.  Enclosed  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Savary.  Show  it  to 
Campbell,  and  ask  him  to  direct  Woodgate  to  be  more  careful  in  future. 

"  Pray  present  my  compliments  to  Lady  Macdonald,  and, 

"  Believe  me 

"  Sincerely  yours, 

"  JosEi'n  Howe." 


"  [Confidential.] 

"  Ottawa,  November  24,  18C8. 

"My  dear  Howe, 

"  Thanks  for  yours  of  the  IGth. 

"  I  wrote  you  on  the  20th,  urging  again  the  expediency  of  your  coming 
up.  Meanwhile  Rose  has  completed  his  memorandum  on  the  financial  position. 
We  have  now  an  interregnum.  We  have  no  Governo;-,  snA  of  the  meinl)crs 
of  our  Council  some  are  in  Europe,  and  some  scattered  over  the  Dominion. 
Rose  is,  therefore,  unable  to  submit  his  minute  to  Council,  and  the  document 
has,  as  yet,  no  official  value. 

"  As  you  are  naturally  anxious,  however,  to  sec  the  mode  in  which  the 
question  presents  itself  to  us,  I  send  you,  confidentially,  a  copy  which  hns 
been  furnished  me  by  him.  Ho  desires  that,  until  it  receives  the  sanction  of 
liis  colleagues,  its  examination  may  be  confined  to  yourself,  McLelan,  and 
E.  M,  McDonald,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  remarks  ou  it  at  your 
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convenience.    I  may  say,  that  I  have  gone  over  the  matter  carefully  with  Rose, 
and  generally  agree  in  his  conclusions. 

"  I  think  a  meeting  had  afterwards  better  be  arranged  at  some  point  to  be 
agreed  on.  This,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  the  best  place ;  as  many  pro- 
positions agreed  upon,  provisionally,  between  you  and  Rose,  could  at  once  be 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  settled  without  delay 
or  con'espondence. 

"  I  await  your  leisure  for  your  remarks  on  the  constitutional  aspect  of  tlie 
question — there  is  no  hurry  as  to  them. 

"  With  respect  to  the  constitution  of  the  Senate  as  to  number,  you  are 
much  better  off  than  you  would  be  as  one  of  the  United  States.  You  have 
12  out  of  72,  or  one-sixth.  In  the  United  States  you  would  have  2  in  74,  or 
one  thirty-seventh. 

"  You  complain  that  the  Senate  is  crammed  with  your  opponents,  but 
then  you  must  remember  that  the  Government  could  not  well  appoint  Senators 
who  were  pledged  to  destroy  tiie  constitution  under  which  they  would  have 
held  their  commissions.  There  will  be  little  or  no  difficulty,  however,  on  this 
head.  Of  the  twelve  you  reckon  Mr.  Locke  to  be  a  friend,  there  is  the  vacancy 
caused  by  poor  Weir's  death,  and  I  believe  that  two  others  are  prepared  to 
resign  their  positions  in  order  to  facilitate  any  arrangement  with  you. 

"  Believe  me,  in  haste, 

"  Faithfully  yours, 

"John  A.  Macdonald. 
"The  Hon.  Josrpb  Howe,  Halifax. 

"  P.S. — Herewith  you  have  Rose's  report,  and  his  letter  to  me  enclosing 
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"[Confidential.] 

"  Halifax,  December  4,  1868. 

"My  oeau  Sir  John, 

"Rose's  report  has  been  received.    He  will  show  you  my  note 
thcrcancnt. 

"  Having  brought  out  all  the  points  that  ought  to  be  considered,  I  have 
laid  down  my  pen,  and  shall  let  the  fellows  blaze  away.  My  position  is  now 
understood.  I  am  not  responsible  for  deceiving  the  country  with  the  repeal 
cry,  nor  for  the  waste  of  time  and  money  in  another  delegation. 

"  If  there  are  breaches  of  law  or  annexation  movements,  everybody  now 
knows  that  I  do  not  sanction  them,  and  that  they  will,  if  tried,  be  contrary  to 
my  advice. 

"  The  members  of  the  local  Government  are,  of  course,  very  savage,  and 
a  great  many  of  the  more  ardent  repealers  sympathize  with  them  and  not  with 
me,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  sound  thinkers  in  all  parts  of  the  countiy 
are  beginning  to  reflect,  and  that  justice  will  bo  done  to  me  by-and-bye. 

"  The  responsibility  rests  on  the  locals  to  get  repeal,  and  when  they  break 
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down,  as  thoy  must,  ray  policy  will  bo  justified.    If  they  then  attempt  violence, 
Doyle  and  they  may  settle  the  matter. 

"  I  shall  not,  just  now,  trouble  you  with  constitutional  questions.  Yoti 
could  not  volunteer  material  changes,  and  if  I  wish  to  press  any  I  can  do  this 
better  perhaps  in  Parliament.    The  Senate,  I  fear,  will  be  the  bete  noire. 

"  Disraeli  having  resigned,  Gladstone  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  declare 
iiis  policy,  and,  whatever  it  is,  he  should  declare  it  without  reserve  and  witii- 
out  delay. 

"  Annand  called  a  few  of  the  repealers  together  a  few  nights  ago.  Tliey 
declared  that  to  send  another  delegation  was  the  only  thing  that  could  be 
done,  though  but  small  hopes  of  success  were  entertained. 

"  What  news  has  the  Governor  General  ?  Is  any  answer  to  come  to  the 
Minute  of  Council  ? 

"  WTiat  of  reciprocity  ?  We  may  expect  General  Butler  to  take  special 
charge  of  Nova  Scotia  when  Congress  meets. 

''  The  skirmis'.  between  Blanchard  and  McDonald  will  do  no  harm. 
"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir  John, 
"  Yours  truly, 

"JosEi'H  IIowi:." 

"[Confidential.] 

<'  Halitux,  Jamuuy  4,  180!). 

"My  deah  Siu  Jonx, 

"  Your  letter  of  the  23rd  has  come  to  hand.  It  is  better  tliat  IJose 
should  not  come  here,  for  the  reasons  you  give.  I  have  some  engagements 
wliich  will  keep  me  in  this  province  till  the  12th,  but,  after  that,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  McLelan  and  I  will  go  on  to  Portland,  notifying  Rose  by  telegraph 
of  the  exact  time  and  our  whereabouts.  We  shall  not  trouble  you  moanwiule 
v;iLu  criticisms  of  the  financial  reports,  but  will  be  prepared  to  discuss  tlie 
whole  subject  fairly  with  Rose  when  we  meet. 

"  The  '  victory '  is,  I  think,  fau'ly  on  the  cards,  but  the  battle  has  been 
a  hard  one,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sullen  resistance  yet  to  be  overcome. 
I  wrote  more  than  I  at  first  intended,  but  stopped  when  I  had  brought  out 
and  illustrated  all  the  salient  points  of  the  argument. 

"  Enclosed  you  >vill  find  my  latest  deliverance,  which  nobody  has  attacked 
or  replied  to. 

"  It  is  now  pretty  clear  to  everybody  that  my  opinions  have  never  changed 
since  I  left  England ;  that  the  quarrel  with  old  friends  was  forced  upon  me 
by  their  own  folly  ;  that  Gladstone's  Cabinet  has  been  composed,  as  I  months 
ago  predicted  it  would  bo,  of  determined  supporters  of  the  Act  of  Union ;  that 
a  delegation  would  be  a  forlorn  hope,  sent  to  scale  walls  where  no  breach  had 
been  made,  and  that  I  will  bo  no  party  to  annexation  intrigues  or  revolutionary 
movements. 

"  The  newspapers  are  now  quiet,  and  the  locals  sorely  perplexed.  They 
could  get  an  answer  from  Bright  or  Gladstone  in  two  days  for  £10,  but  no 
message  has  been  sent,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons — they  know  what  the  answer 
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must  be.  Doyle's  despatch  jiiust  soon  bring  one,  wliicli  I  agree  witii  you  iu 
thinking  will  be  '  prompt  and  decisive.'  When  it  comes  there  will  be  a  further 
falling  oft'  of  rational  and  moderate  men.  Disraeli's  sudden  resignation  was 
not  expected.  Annand's  intention  was,  I  assume,  to  slip  away  to  England 
with  his  delegates,  putting  oft"  the  meeting  of  the  House  till  midsummer ;  u 
pleasant  trip  and  six  months'  exemption  from  responsibility  of  any  kind  would 
thus  have  been  secured.  The  future  was  to  have  been  left  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents.  But  tiie  complexion  of  the  Cabinet  staggers  some  of  his  colleagues, 
who  have  discovered  that  no  resolution  sanctioning  a  delegation  was  passed  in 
the  convention  or  the  Legislature.  They  will  not  now  venture  to  send  one 
till  the  answer  comes  to  Doyle's  despatch,  when,  if  it  is  decisive,  such  a  move- 
ment would  be  sheer  folly.  What  will  next  be  done  it  is  vain  to  conjecture. 
They  are  then  pledged  to  seize  the  revenue  offices  and  inaugurate  a  revolution . 
Will  they  have  courage  to  do  either  ?  We  shall  see.  I  presume  they  will  call 
the  House  together  before  doing  anything.  A  general  atrike,  as  suggested  by 
me  in  August,  is  the  only  thing  that  is  practical,  but  that  involves  sacrifices 
which  I  doubt  if  they  are  prepared  to  make. 

"  What  you  say  about  Ne\vfoundland  is  confirmed  by  my  own  letters  from 
the  Island. 

"Judge  Bliss  has  resigned,  or  will  resign  within  a  few  days.  Legislation 
is  required  before  a  new  judge  can  be  appointed.  Wilkins  is  hungry  for  the 
place,  and  Annand  anxioiis  to  be  rid  of  him.  They  will  perfect  the  legislation 
if  you  will  first  promise  W.  the  place.  Do  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  is  not  fit 
for  the  Bench  nor  does  he  deserve  promotion,  but  the  longer  the  suspense 
lasts  the  greater  fool  he  will  make  of  himself.  It  is  already  beginning  to  be 
known  what  he  is  at.  When  the  matter  comes  officially  to  your  knowledge, 
take  plenty  of  time  to  deliberate. 

"As  respects  general  patronage  the  time  has  come  when  some  use  can  bo 
made  of  it.  Hitherto  I  have  declined  all  applications  to  sign  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Dominion  Covernment,  giving  as  a  reason  to  everybody  that,  as 
I  was  not  a  supporter  of  it,  I  had  no  right  to  ask  favours  or  interfere  with  its 
patronage.  Matters  have  so  far  changed  that  this  reason  can  hardly  now  be 
given,  and,  besides,  it  is  not  wise  to  continue  the  system  of  giving  all  places  to 
a  minority  of  the  population  if  better  can  be  done.  If  you  agi'co  with  me,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  direct  the  heads  of  department.-,  to  notify  me  when  vacancies 
occur  or  new  arrangements  arc  to  be  made.  If  there  arc  objections  to  this 
being  done  state  them  frankly.    You  can  write  me  by  Iloso  to  Portland. 

"  Wishing  Lady  IMacdonald  and  yourself  many  happy  returns  of  the  festive 
season, 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Sir  John, 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"JosErii  Howr.." 
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ArrEXDIX   XIX.     (See  p.  02.) 

"  [Private.] 

*'  Department  of  Justice,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

"  February  16,  1870. 

"  My  dkar  Lokd, 

"  Before  you  leave  Ottawa  on  your  mission  of  peace,  I  tliink  it  well 
to  reduce  to  writing  the  substance  of  the  conversation  I  had  tiie  honour  to 
liave  witli  you  this  morning. 

"  I  mark  this  letter  •  private '  in  order  that  it  may  not  he  made  a  public 
document,  to  be  called  for  by  Parliament  prematurely ;  but  you  are  quite  at 
liberty  to  use  it  in  such  a  manner  as  you  may  think  most  advantageous. 

"I  hope  that  ere  you  arrive  at  Fort  Garry,  the  insurgents,  after  the 
explanations  that  have  been  entered  into  by  Messrs.  Thibault,  de  Salaberry, 
and  Smith,  will  have  laid  down  their  arms,  and  allowed  Governor  McTavish 
to  resume  the  administration  of  public  aflfaire.  In  such  case,  by  the  Act  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  of  last  session,  all  the  public  functionaries  will  still 
remain  in  power,  and  the  Council  of  Assiniboia  will  be  restored  to  their 
former  position. 

"  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  make  full  explanation  to  the  Council,  on 
behalf  of  the  Canadian  Government,  as  to  the  feelings  which  animate,  not 
only  the  Governor  General,  but  the  whole  Government,  with  respect  to  the 
mode  of  dealing  with  the  North-West.  We  have  fully  explained  to  you,  and 
desire  you  to  assure  the  Council  authoritatively,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
( Canada  to  grant  to  the  people  of  the  North- West  the  same  free  institutions 
which  they  themselves  enjoy. 

"  Had  not  these  unfortunate  events  occurred,  the  Canadian  Government 
had  hoped,  long  ere  this,  to  have  received  a  report  from  the  Council,  through 
Mr.  McDougall,  as  to  the  best  means  of  speedily  organizing  the  Government 
with  representative  institutions. 

"  I  hope  that  they  will  be  able  immediately  to  take  up  that  subject,  and 
to  consider  and  report  without  delay  on  the  general  policy  that  should 
immediately  be  adopted. 

"  It  is  obvious  that  the  most  inexpensive  mode  for  the  administration  of 
aiTairs  should  at  first  be  adopted.  As  the  preliminary  expense  of  organizing? 
the  Government,  after  union  with  Canada,  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be  defrayed 
from  the  Canadian  treasury,  there  will  be  a  natural  objection  in  the  Canadian 
Parliament  to  a  large  expenditure. 
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"  As  it  would  be  unwise  to  subject  the  Government  of  the  Territory  to  a 
recurrence  of  the  humiliation  already  sutfered  by  Governor  McTavish,  you 
can  inform  him  that,  if  he  organizes  a  local  police  of  twenty-five  men  or  more, 
if  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  expense  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Canadian 
Government. 

"  You  will  be  good  enough  to  endeavour  to  find  out  Monkman,  the 
person  to  whom,  through  Colonel  Dennis,  Mr.  McDougall  gave  instructions 
to  communicate  with  the  Salteaux  Indians.  He  should  be  asked  to  surrender 
his  letter,  and  informed  that  he  ought  not  to  proceed  upon  it.  The  Canadian 
Government  will  see  that  he  is  compensated  for  any  expense  that  he  has 
already  incurred. 

"  In  case  a  delegation  is  appointed  to  proceed  to  Ottawa,  you  can  assure 
them  that  they  will  be  kindly  received,  and  their  suggestions  fully  considered. 
Their  expenses,  coming  here  and  returning,  and  whilst  staying  in  Ottawa,  will 
be  defrayed  by  us. 

"  You  are  authorized  to  state  that  the  two  years  during  which  the  present 
taritf  shall  remain  undisturbed,  will  commence  from  the  1st  January,  1871, 
instead  of  last  January  as  first  proposed. 

"  Should  the  question  arise  as  to  the  consumption  of  any  stores  or  goods 
belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  by  the  insurgents,  you  are  author- 
ized to  inform  the  leaders  that,  if  the  Company's  government  is  restored,  not 
only  will  there  be  a  general  amnesty  granted,  but,  in  case  the  Company  should 
claim  the  payment  for  such  stores,  that  the  Canadian  Government  will  stand 
between  the  insurgents  and  all  harm. 

"  Wishing  you  a  prosperous  journey  and  happy  results, 

"  I  beg  to  remain,  with  great  respect, 
"  Your  very  faithful  servant, 

"  John  A.  Macdoxald. 

"  To  the  llight  Reverend  the  Bishop  of  St.  Boniface,  Fort  Garry." 
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APPENDIX  XX.    (Seep.  71.) 

EXTIt.VCT    FUOM     A     LETTER   WUITTEX     HY     Sill    JoiIX    MaCUOSALD,  OX  TUK 
SriWECT  OF    HIS   ACTIOX  IX   SELECTIXG    SlU   FuAXCIS   HlXCKS   VOR  THK 

Office  of  Fixaxce  Mixistei!,  dated  November  17,  1869. 

"  Ix  the  first  place,  I  felt  myself  bound  in  honour  to  carry  out  the  coalition 
I)rincii)le,  at  all  events  for  this  Parliament.  The  Government  went  to  the 
l)oll8  in  1867,  as  a  coalition,  and  received  a  very  considerable  support  from 
that  section  of  the  Reform  i)arty  that  adhered  to  Ilowland  and  McDougall, 
In  fact,  in  the  western  part  of  Ontario,  a  good  manj'  of  our  Conservative 
friends  were  elected  by  Reform  aid,  and  by  the  split  in  the  Reform  ranks 
win'ch  the  coalition  effected. 

"Ilowland  and  McDougall  having  both  left  the  Government,  I  looked 
around  me  for  their  successors.  After  the  course  taken  in  denunciation  of 
the  oalition  by  McKenzie  and  Blake,  I  could  not  ask  them  to  join  the 
Government.  They  would  have  refused,  and,  even  if  they  had  assented,  their 
appointment  would  have  been  a  just  cause  of  offence  to  my  own  friends  and 
the  friends  of  my  colleagues  now  in  the  Government.  I  would  then  have 
been  obliged  to  have  taken  two  persons  of  no  mark  or  likelihood,  bringing  no 
wtrength,  and  who  would  have  been  completely  read  out  of  the  Reform  party 
as  traitors,  by  the  Olobe  and  the  Globe's  influence. 

"When  Ilincks  arrived  in  Canada,  I  felt  that  he  was  just  the  man  I 
wanted.  When  he  left  in  1854  he  was  Prime  Minister,  the  head  of  a  Reform 
<iiovernment,  and  the  leader  of  the  Reform  party ;  and  he  had  more  supporters 
in  the  Parliament  elected  that  year  than  any  other  man  in  Canada.  His 
defeat  was  owing  to  a  junction  of  the  Conservatives  of  Upper  Canada  (who 
were  there  in  a  miserable  minority)  with  the  seceded  Grits  headed  by 
Malcolm  (Jameron,  John  Rolph,  and  George  Brown,  and  the  Rouges  of  Lower 
<^!anada.  On  the  fall  of  liis  Government,  through  his  instrumentality  the 
reins  of  power  were  put  into  Conservative  hands  in  the  person  of  Sir  Allan 
MacNab,  I  acting  as  his  lieutenant ;  and  from  that  time  until  the  last  election, 
if  the  Conservatives  have  in  fact  ruled  the  destinies  of  Canada,  it  was  owing  to 
that  coalition.  During  the  remainder  of  his  stay  in  Canada,  that  is  for  the 
whole  of  the  first  session  after  our  coming  into  power,  Hincks  behaved  witli 
all  loyalty  to  the  Government,  and  gave  'is  an  unswerving  support.  On  his 
return  to  Canada,  he  has  found  that  his  old  Reform  friends  are  still  true  to  him. 
They  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  submit  in  silence,  from  sheer  lack  of 


^ALD. 


APPENDIX. 


315 


IDOXALD,  0\  TIIK 
HlNX'K.S  FOR  TllK 
,  1869. 

•  out  the  coalition 
lent  went  to  the 
ible  support  from 
and  McDougall. 
our  Consci-vative 
lie  Reform  ranks 

rnment,  I  looked 
a  denunciation  of 
hem  to  join  the 
ad  assented,  their 
own  friends  and 
would  then  liave 
lood,  bringing  no 
the  Reform  party 

just  the  man  1 
lead  of  a  Reform 
[  more  supporters 
in  Canada.  His 
per  Canada  (who 
>rit3  headed  by 
Rouges  of  Lower 
trumentality  the 
'SOU  of  Sir  Allan 
the  last  election. 
I,  it  was  owing  to 
a,  that  is  for  the 
ks  behaved  with 
support.  On  his 
still  true  to  him. 
m  sheer  lack  of 


pluck,  to  the  misguidance  of  Brown.  They  now  know  that  in  Ilincks  they 
will  have  a  leader  who  is  not  afraid  of  him  or  any  other  man  living,  and  the 
strongest  proof  I  can  give  you  of  their  desire  to  sustain  him  is  shown  in  the 
fiict  that  four  undoubted  Liberals  in  the  present  House  of  Commons,  who 
were  frightened  for  their  lives  before,  offered  through  me  to  resign  tlieir  scats 
in  favour  of  Hincks.  I  will  give  you  their  names  when  wo  meet.  No  one 
felt  more  convinced  than  did  Brown  of  the  great  blow  to  him  and  to  his 
section  of  the  Refornjprs  that  Hincks'  appointment  would  be.  He  became 
literally  frantic,  and  raked  up  all  the  old  stories  against  Hincks  in  the  most 
blackguard  style. 

"  Now,  before  Hincks  left  Canada,  and  after  he  had  given  up  place  and 
power,  he  did  what  every  honest  man  would  do  under  the  circumstances,  he 
challenged  a  Parliamentary  inquiry  as  to  the  conduct  of  himself  and  his 
colleagues.  If  you  look  back  to  the  journals  of  that  time  you  will  find  that 
the  committee  was  composed  of  men  of  intelligence  and  undoubted  honour, 
with  the  exception  of  Brown  himself:  and  that  committee,  after  a  careful  and 
full  investigation  (during  the  course  of  which,  by  the  way,  Hincks  was 
treated  with  a  good  deal  of  unfairness),  he  was  cleared  from  all  moral 
delinquency  of  every  kind.  Tliat  decision  1  felt  then,  and  feel  now,  to  have 
been  a  just  one,  and  I  would  ask  you  what  more  could  any  man  do  under  the 
circumstances  than  Hincks  did  at  that  time. 

"  A  good  deal  has  been  said  in  the  newspapers  about  my  expression,  now 
become  historical,  about  being  '  steeped  to  the  lips  in  corruption.'  These 
words  of  mine  were  not  applied  in  any  way  to  Hincks  personally,  but  to  his 
whole  Administration,  and  they  were  based  upon  the  charges  strongly  and 
circumstantially  made  by  the  Globe  and  the  Grit  press,  on  the  authority  of 
Malcolm  Cameron  and  other  men  who  had  been  in  the  Government  of 
Baldwin  and  Hincks.  Now,  it  is  a  fact  that  every  one  of  Hincks'  colleagues, 
excepting  James  Morris,  subsequently  became  my  colleagues,  and  were 
sustained  by  the  Conservative  party,  and  I  sec  no  reason  why  he  himself 
should  be  considered  as  under  a  tahoo.  Since  the  action  of  the  committee  in 
1854-55,  I  have  never  said  one  word  against  Sir  Francis.  I  considered  that 
he  had  received  a  full  and  impartial  trial,  and  an  honourable  acquittal. 

"  That  he  will  add  strength  to  the  Ministry  I  have  no  doubt.  A  suilicient 
proof  of  that  is  the  accession  of  Aikins  to  the  Government.  He  was  a  Grit  of 
the  most  Grittish  stamp,  and  was  one  of  those  who,  beguiled  by  Brown,  voted 
with  us  and  against  Hincks'  Government  in  1854.  He  has  told  me  that  he 
has  regretted  that  vote  ever  since.  Now  Aikins  declined  last  year  to  conu; 
into  the  Government  with  McDougall  alone,  as  he  did  not  think  that  lie 
(McDougall)  was  of  sufficient  strength  or  ability  to  lead  the  Reform  wing  of 
the  coalition.  He  says  now  that  things  are  all  altered,  that  he  recognizes  in 
Sir  Francis  a  man  under  whom  the  Reformers  can  rally,  and  has  come  into 
the  Government  unreservedly  and  unconditionally. 

"  The  adhesion  of  Aikins  is  of  great  strength  to  Hincks  and  to  us.  He  is 
an  Irish  Protestant  and  the  representative  layman  of  the  whole  Wesleyan- 
Methodist  community,  who  look  up  to  him  as  their  political  leader.    With 
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him  in  the  Cabinet,  the  friends  of  the  Government  may  confidently  rely  on 
getting  the  Methodist  support  at  the  next  general  elections,  which,  as  yoit 
know,  is  of  no  little  consequence  in  anything  like  a  close  stmggle  of  parties. 
Then,  again,  I  think  sure  that  Ilincks'  course  on  the  banking  and  currencv 
questions  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Western  Canada.  While  lie  .sees 
much  to  admire  in  Rose's  scheme,  he  is  not  committed  at  all  to  its  details,  and 
can  modify  the  measure  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  country  the  same  amount 
of  security,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  hamper  the  banking  institutions. 

"  For  the  last  twelve  years  the  cry  has  been,  however  unjust,  that  onr 
currency  and  banking,  as  well  as  our  tariffs,  have  always  been  subject  to 
Montreal  influences,  and  been  worked  to  ^lontreal  advantage.  This  has  grown 
into  the  public  mind,  and  it  has  been  said  that  no  matter  what  party  is  in 
the  result  ia  the  same.  We  had  either  Gait  or  Ilolton  or  Hose.  And  a 
general  belief  prevails  that  King's  resignation  of  the  active  management  of  the 
Montreal  Bank  is  only  preparatory  to  his  making  a  bold  push  as  a  political 
financier. 

"  Ilincks  has  always  been  and  is  now  quite  unconnected  with  any  Montreal 
interests,  and  stands  quite  independent  of  them  ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  the 
result  of  his  action  on  the  question  will  be  to  secure  the  support  of  the 
western  banking  institutions,  and,  indeed,  of  the  eastern  ones  as  well,  who 
object  to  the  enormous  power  of  the  Montreal  Bank. 

"  There  arc  some  Conservatives  who  are  afraid  that  Ilincks  may  perhaps 
play  his  own  game  to  their  injury  as  a  political  party.  I  have  no  fears  of  that 
kind.  I  know  him  well,  and  believe  him  to  be  as  true  as  steel ;  and,  besides,  his 
interests  lie  in  quite  another  direction,  as  I  will  explain  to  you  when  we  meet. 

"  T  may  mention  that  I  have  talked  this  matter  over  with  Hillj'anl 
Cameron,  and  those  other  Conservative  friends  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  meeting,  and  they  all  agree  as  to  the  policy  of  my  course.  Cameron  says 
that  I  was  bound  in  honour  to  carry  out  the  coalition  frankly,  and  while,  of 
course,  he  recognized  some  of  the  inconveniences  connected  with  Hincks'  long 
absence  from  the  country  and  the  revived  charges  against  him,  felt  so  strongly 
the  importance  of  his  success  that  he  wrote,  while  here,  a  letter  to  Deacon 
of  Ilenfrew,  the  county  master  of  the  Orange  body  there,  entreating  him  to 
give  his  support  to  Hincks  against  Findlay.  D.  L.  McPherson,  Carling,  and 
others  are  enthusiastic  upon  the  point." 
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"  The  Arlington,  Washington,  March  25,  1871. 

"  My  Loni), 

"  Availing  myself  of  your  kind  permission,  I  now  desire  to  state  in 
writing  the  reasons  wliy  I  did  not  concur  in  the  proposition  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  High  Commissioners  conceding  to  the  Americans  the  right  of  fishing 
ill  the  in-shore  waters  of  Canada,  for  a  term  of  years,  in  exchange  for  the 
admission  of  coal,  salt,  lumber,  and  lisli,  free  of  duty,  into  the  United  States. 

"  The  right  of  Canada  to  exclude  Americans  from  fishing  in  the  waters 
within  the  limits  of  three  marine  miles  of  the  coast  of  tlie  Dontinion  is  free 
from  doubt,  and  not  contested  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

"  In  the  despatch  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  of  the  IGth  of  February  last,  it 
is  stated  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that  such  right  '  is 
beyond  dispute,  and  can  only  be  ceded  for  an  adequate  consideration.' 

"  Now  the  admission  of  the  articles  above  referred  to  into  the  American 
market  free  of  duty,  is  not  an  adequate  consideration,  and  I  believe  that  view 
will  be  entertained  by  the  Government  and  people  of  Canada. 

"  The  duties  on  co«l  and  salt  are  certain  to  be  repealed  at  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress  in  December,  as  is  admitted  by  the  United  States  High  Com- 
missioners, and  the  unpopularity  of  these  taxes  is  such  that  there  is  no  chance 
of  their  being  re-imposed.  Their  repeal  cannot,  therefore,  be  taken  into 
consideration  as  forming  any  portion  of  an  equivalent. 

"  The  compensation  proposed  is,  tlurefore,  practically  reduced  to  iiee  fish 
and  lumber. 

"The  removal  of  the  duties  on  these  articles,  although  they  may  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  allow  them  to  be  accepted  as  make-weights  in  addition 
to  some  other  substantial  equivalent,  cannot  be  considered  of  themselves  as  in 
any  degree  an  adequate  consideration. 

"  The  steadily  increasing  price  of  mackerel  (the  chief  and  most  valuable 
portion  of  the  inshore  "catch"  offish)  in  the  markets  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  risen  within  a  few  years  from  some  six  or  nine  dollars  to  twenty- 
tight  dollars  per  barrel,  shows  that  Canada  has  a  certain  market  for  her  fish, 
and  that  the  duty  is  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  paid  by  the  consumers. 
The  Americans  will  purchase  our  mackerel  whatever  the  price  may  be. 

"  So  with  the  article  of  lumber.  The  supply  from  their  own  forests  is 
altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  American  demand,  and  the  chief,  if  not  the 
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only  value  of  the  concession  would  be,  the  admission  of  certain  inferior 
quiilitics  of  lumber  into  the  United  States,  which  is  of  so  little  value  that  it 
will  scarcely  bear  the  cost  of  transportation  free  of  duty. 

"('anada,  therefore,  by  the  proposed  arrangement  will  bo  called  upon  to 
cone  the  privilege  of  using  her  fisheries  without  anything  like  an  adenuate 
consideration,  and  I  do  not  think  she  can  properly  be  expected  to  make  so 
great  a  sacrifice. 

"  As  it  appears  that  the  United  States  Government  will  not  return  to  the 
free-trade  arrangements  of  the  Treaty  of  1854,  some  other  equivalent  must 
be  sought. 

"  The  only  one  that  suggests  itself  to  me  is  a  substantial  payment  in 
money  in  addition  to  the  admission  of  the  four  articles  referred  to,  free 
of  duty. 

"  I  therefore  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  again  to  Your  Lordship  my 
strong  conviction  that  the  proposed  arrangement  will  not  be  accepted  by 
( -anada,  and  I  may  add  that  it  would  bo  difficult  for  me  to  justify  or  defend  it 
in  tlie  Canadian  Parliament. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

"  Your  Lordship's  very  obedient  servant, 

"John  A.  Machoxald. 

"  Tlic  Kiglit  Honourable  the  Earl  do  Grey  and  Ripon." 


"  Washiug-tou,  Marcli  27,  18"1. 
"  Memorandtim. 

"On  Saturday,  March  25th,  at  11  a.m.,  I  placed  in  Lord  dc  Grey's  hand 
a  copy  of  my  telegram  of  the  22nd  instant  to  the  Canadian  Government,  and 
of  tlieir  answers  of  the  24th.    I  then  stated : — 

"  That  the  proprietary  rights  of  Canada  to  the  fisheries  were  indisputable 
and  undisjiutcd,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  promised  tlio 
(lOvcrtunent  of  the  Dominion  that  tliey  would  only  be  ceded  for  an  adequate 
consideration ; 

"  That  I  did  not  consider  that  the  proposition  which  it  had  been  deter- 
mined, after  lengthened  discussions,  and  the  rejection  of  several  other 
proposals,  to  make  to  the  American  Commissioners,  namely,  to  cede  the  right 
(if  fishing  in  our  inshore  waters  for  a  term  of  years  in  exchange  for  the 
admission  of  coal,  salt,  lumber,  and  fish  free  of  duty,  would  give  Canada  an 
adequate  consid-^ration ; 

"  That  the  duties  on  coal  and  salt  were  certain  to  bo  rejiealed  at  any  rate, 
and  that  the  proposed  compensation  was  therefore  practically  reduced  to  free 
fisli  and  lumber ; 

'*  TImt  if  some  other  substantial  equivalent  were  given,  the  removal  of  the 
duties  on  those  articles  might  bo  accepted  as  make-weights,  but  could  not  bo 
considered  as  of  themselves  a  sufficient  compensation ; 
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"  That  the  Americans  would  purchase  our  mackerel  (the  most  important 
portion  of  the  catch  of  fish  in  our  waters)  whatever  tlie  price  might  be ; 

"That  the  case  was  the  same  with  regard  to  lumber— that  the  Americans 
have  no  sufficient  home-supply  and  therefore  must  buy  it  from  us,  and  that 
the  chief  value  of  the  concession  to  us  would  be  the  admission  of  certain 
descriptions  of  lumber  of  such  inferior  quality  as  scarcely  to  bear  the  cost  of 
transportation  free  of  duty ; 

"That  I  therefore  wished  to  be  understood  as  not  concurring  in  tlio 
|iroposition ; 

"  That  in  my  opinion  its  adoption  would  be  extremely  distasteful  to  the 
people  of  Canada,  and  that  I  doubted  its  acceptance-  by  the  Canadian 
I'arliamcrt. 

"  John  A,  JlAcnoxAi,])." 
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"1311  K.  Street,  Wasliingtou,  April  27.  1871. 

"  My  ni-.AR  Siu  Joiix, 

"  I  observe  in  the  telegram  from  Sir  George  Cartier  wliicli  you 
sent  mc  a  copy  yesterday,  a  passage  to  the  following  effect : — 

'"The  Queen's  Government  have  formally  pledged  themselves  tliat  our 
fisheries  should  not  be  disposed  of  without  our  consent ;  to  force  us  now  into 
ji  disposal  of  them  for  a  sum  to  be  fixed  by  arbitration  and  free  fish  would  bo 
a  breach  of  faith  and  an  indignity  never  before  offered  to  a  great  British 
possession.' 

"  It  is  difficult  to  read  these  words  without  supposing  that  tlioy  are 
intended  to  imply  that  II.M.  Government  contemplate  the  adoption  of  sonic 
i;ourse  of  proceeding  which  would  bo  a  breach  of  faith  with  Canada,  and 
would  offer  an  indignity  to  that  portion  of  the  Queen's  domuiions. 

"I  feel  bound,  therefore,  to  let  you  know  without  delay  that  1  distinctly 
ileny  the  justice  of  any  such  charge. 

"  The  consent  of  Canada  is,  as  you  know,  clearly  reserved  in  the  draft 
articles,  and  the  Government  at  homo  has  never  contemplated  for  a  moment 
tlie  admission  into  any  treaty  of  provisions  affecting  the  proprietary  riy;Iits  of 
Canada  without  the  insertion  of  such  a  reservation. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir  John,  yours  sincerely, 

"ui:  Gi!i:v." 

"  Tlie  Arlington,  Washiugtou,  April  'JS.  1871. 

"  y[\   nr.Ait  Loud  dk  Guey, 

"  It  is  quite  true,  as  you  state  in  your  note  of  yesterday,  tliat  tlu' 
articles  relating  to  the  fisheries  do  not  come  into  force  until  the  necessary 
legislation  has  passed  the  Canadian  Parliament,  and  that  therefore,  if  unsatis- 
fiicto  y  to  Parliament,  they  will  never  take  eflect, 

"  In  that  sense,  therefore,  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  while  1  tiiiiik  the  turn 
ovents  have  taken  to  be  unfortunate,  I  consider  that  II.M.  Government  may 
fairly  hold  that  it  has  substantially  saved  the  rights  of  Canada  by  resorvins 
to  her  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  matter.  The  right  thus  reserved  tn 
Canada  by  the  treaty,  however,  is  merely  one  of  veto. 

''  The  terms  of  settlement  have,  in  the  first  place,  been  made  by  instruc- 
tions from  II.M.  Government,  not  only  without  the  consent  of  Canada,  hut 
iigninst  her  solemn  protest.    The  proprietary  rights  of  the  Domiiiiiui  in  tin' 
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tisheries  being  admitted,  the  Cioveniment  of  Canada  evidently  consider  thai 
their  previous  assent  sliould  liave  been  obtained  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
sanction  by  the  Cabinet  at  home  of  the  terms  of  the  Alabama  and  San  Juan 
articles  was  asked  for  and  received  by  your  Lordship. 

"  If,  therefore,  under  the  present  arrangement  the  Canadian  Parliament 
should,  from  a  regard  to  its  own  interests,  decline  to  sanction  the  treaty, 
Canada  would,  as  between  herself  and  the  mother  country,  be  placed  in  the 
invidious  position  of  apparently  thwarting  the  policy  of  the  latter ;  whilst, 
as  bctv/een  Canada  :ind  the  United  States,  upon  Canada  also  would  be 
thrown  the  onus  of  publicly  repudiating  the  terras  which  I  have  (although 
vainly)  sought  to  assure  the  Imperial  Government  and  my  colleagues  in  this 
Commission  would  bo  distasteful  to  the  Dominion,  and  meet,  in  all  probability, 
w"  Ii  rejection  by  her  Parliament. 

"This  divergence  of  opinion  would  bo  taken  advantage  of  by  'l\e  United 
States — England  would  be  prevented  from  giving  the  same  moral  support  to 
Canada  in  the  assertion  of  her  rights  as  she  has  hitherto  done,  and  the 
American  fishermen  would  be  encouraged  and  incited  to  pay  less  regard  than 
ever  to  the  laws  of  the  Dominion. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  tlio  Canadian  people  would  be  taught  to  believe  that 
England  had  made  their  interests  a  matter  of  secondary  consideration.  They 
would  bo  especially  told  so  by  the  American  press,  and  I  need  scarcely 
point  out  to  your  Lordship  liow  injuriously  this  belief  might  affect  the 
relations  now  happily  existing  between  Canada  and  the  mother  country. 

"In  connection  with  this  subject  I  beg  also  to  remind  you  that  the 
original  object  of  the  Commission  has  been  altogether  ignored  in  the  present 
negotiations. 

"On  the  27th  of  July  last  the  Colonial  Secretary  informed  the  Governor 
General,  by  despatch,  that  Iler  Majesty's  Government  would,  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  Canada,  propose  to  the  Govertunent  of  the  United  States 
the  appointment  of  a  Commission  to  settle  the  questions  which  have  been  so  long 
ill  dispute  as  to  the  geographical  limits  of  the  exclusive  fishing  rights  of  Canada 
under  the  Treaty  of  1818.  This  promise  was  carried  out  by  Sir  Edward 
Tliornton'sfirstletterof  the  2Gth  of  January  last,  in  which  ho  stated  the  desire 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  a  friendly  understanding  should  bo  come 
to  between  the  two  Governments  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  which  belong 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Her  ^hljesty'rt  subjects  respect- 
ively with  reference  to  the  fisheries.  Now.  the  present  temporary  arrange- 
ment, even  if  it  should  take  effect,  does  not  do  away  with  the  expediency 
of  settling  this  question.  If  unsettled,  it  would  \w  revived  in  its  most 
inconvenient  form  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  and,  besides,  I  do  not  see 
how  the  value  of  the  Canadian  fisheries  can  bo  accurately  estimated  by  the 
proposed  arbitrators  until  their  extent  is  ascertained. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord  do  (irey, 

'•  Faithfully  yours, 

"  John  A,  Maciionai,!)." 

VOL.  II.  Y 


IJt. 


i;. 


TTT 


322 


MEMOIRS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 


W-'  ' 


APPENDIX  XXIII.     (See  p.  136.) 

"  [Private.] 

'•  Her  Majesty's  High  Commission, 

"Washington,  May  G,  1871. 

"My  dear  Sir  Joiix, 

"I  have  been  thinking  over  the  conversation  •wliicli  took  place 
between  us  yesterday,  and  I  am  anxious  to  repeat  to  you  the  arguments 
which  I  then  employed  with  a  view  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance 
of  your  nan. ,  being  attached  to  the  treaty,  which  wo  hope  to  sign  on  Monday 
next. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  for  that  purpose  that  I  should  enter  into  any  con- 
sideration in  detail  of  the  merits  of  that  treaty.  I  beliovo  it  to  be  one  whicli, 
taken  as  a  whole,  and  regarded  as  it  ought  to  be,  as  a  broad  settlement  of 
the  many  difl'orences  which  have  lately  sprung  up  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  is  fair  and  honourable  to  all  parties,  and  calculated  to 
confer  very  important  advantages  upon  our  respective  countries.  I  slioulil 
doubtless  have  desired  to  see  it  diflerently  framed,  in  some  parts,  but  all 
negotiations,  unless  carried  on  under  the  shadow  of  a  triumphant  army,  arc 
necessarily  compromises,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  arrangement  to  which 
wo  have  come  is  tlio  best  that  under  the  conditions  of  the  problem  before  us 
wo  could  have  secured. 

"  Believing  this,  I  am  naturally  most  anxious  not  to  run  any  risk  of  the 
treaty  being  rejected  by  the  Senate,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  absence  o( 
your  signature  would  lead  to  that  result.  It  would  bo  a  very  serious  matter 
if  the  signature  of  any  member  of  the  Commission  were  wanting,  but  any  ol 
our  names  could,  I  think,  be  more  safely  spared  than  yours. 

"  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  you  would  incur  a  responsibility  of  the 
gravest  kind  if  you  wore  to  withhold  your  signature  ;  such  a  step,  moreover, 
would  not  only  be  one  involving  in  all  probability  consequences  very  greatly 
to  be  deprecated,  but  it  would,  as  it  seems  to  mo,  bo  inconsistent  with  your 
position  as  a  member  of  the  Joint  High  Commission.  Wo  of  the  English 
portion  of  the  Commission  are  not  separate  members  of  a  oonferenco  actnig 
each  by  himself,  but  we  are  jointly  the  plenipotentiaries  of  our  Sovereign, 
bounc^  '  y  the  instructions  which  wo  receive  from  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
and  ■  1.  :cted  now  to  sign  this  treaty. 

"I  hold,  therefore,  that  it  is  our  clear  duty  to  sign;  that  wc  act  under 
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the  orders  of  our  Government,  and  that,  in  the  position  which  we  occupy, 
we  should  not  be  justified  in  disobeying  those  orders.  I  trust  that,  utder 
tiiese  circumstapces,  you  will  see  the  great  importance,  and  indeed,  as 
I  believe,  the  absolute  necessity  of  your  not  separating  yourself  from  your 
colleagues  in  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  and 

"  I  remahi,  yours  sincerely, 

"Dli  GkEY." 
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"  I  DO  not  desire  to  anticipate  the  full  and  ample  discussion  which  Par- 
liament will  give  to  England's  recent  diplomatic  efforts  to  buy  her  own  peace 
at  the  sacrifice  of  our  interests,  or  of  that  comedy  of  errors  into  which  she  has 
blundered ;  but  this  I  may  say,  that  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when 
Canadians  and  Englishmen  must  have  a  clear  and  distinct  understanding  as 
to  the  hopes  and  obligations  of  the  future.  If  Imperial  policy  is  to  cover  the 
whole  ground,  upon  the  faith  of  which  our  forefathers  settled  and  improved, 
then  let  that  be  understood,  and  we  know  what  to  do.  But  if  '  shadows, 
clouds,  and  darkness '  are  to  rest  upon  the  future — if  thirty  millions  of 
Britons  arc  to  hoard  their  'rascal  counters  '  within  two  small  islands,  gatiier 
round  them  the  troops  and  war-ships  of  the  Empire,  and  leave  four  millions  of 
Britons  to  face  forty  millions,  and  to  defend  a  frontier  of  three  thousand 
miles,  then  let  us  know  what  they  are  at,  and  our  future  policy  will  lie 
governed  by  that  knowledge.  No  Cabinet  has  yet  dared  to  shape  this  thonslit 
and  give  it  utterance.  Leading  newspapers  have  told  us  that  our  presence 
•within  the  Empire  is  a  source  of  danger,  and  that  the  time  for  separation  is 
approaching,  if  it  has  not  already  come.  Noble  Lords  and  erudite  Commoneis 
have  sneeringly  told  us  that  wo  may  go  when  wo  are  inclined.  As  yet, 
neither  the  Crown,  the  Parliament,  nor  the  people  of  England  have  deliberately 
avowed  this  policy  of  dismemberment,  although  the  tendency  of  English 
thought  and  legislation  daily  deepens  the  conviction  that  the  drift  is  all  that 
way.  We  must  wait,  my  young  friends,  for  further  developments,  not  without 
anxiety  for  the  future,  but  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  goodness  of  Providence, 
and  on  our  own  ability  bo  to  ehape  the  policy  of  our  country  as  to  protect  her 
by  our  wit,  .diould  Englishmen,  unmindful  of  the  past,  repudiate  their  national 
obligations." 
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Tuus  on  the  9th  of  November,  1872,  he  writes : — 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  continue  to  improve  in  my  health.  I  am 
undergoing  a  daily  medical  treatment,  and  the  milk  diet.  I  read  with  great 
interest  the  correspondence  about  tlie  Pacific  Railway." 

"  Nov.  \(ith. — Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter.  I  shan't  fail  to  give  you 
every  week  news  about  my  progress,  and  other  matters  going  on  here.  About 
the  tea  and  coffee  matter,  I  had,  yesterday,  with  Lord  Kimberley  a  protracted 
discussion." 

•'  Nov.  23rd— I  feel  liappy  to  tell  you  that  Doctor  Johnson  says  I 
continue  to  improve  in  liealth.  Lord  Kimberley  sent  for  me  on  Thursday  to 
talk  over  matters." 

"  Nov.  30lh. — You  will  be  pleased  to  Iiear  I  continue  to  i)rogres8  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  my  health.  However,  I  feel  very  tired  in  living  a  life 
of  doing  nothing." 

"  Dec.  5th. — I  have  again  to  tell  you  I  continue  to  improve  in  my  health. 
The  fact  is,  I  do  cverytiiing  possible  to  obtain  my  cure  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  wish  I  was  near  you  to  assist  you  in  all  your  troubles." 

"  Dec.  lilh. — Have  nothing  new  to  report  to  you  since  my  last,  except 
tiiat  I  contiiHie  to  improve  under  the  same  milk  diet  and  medical  treatment. 
Tell  me  in  your  next  when  you  expect  to  convene  our  Parliament.  Will  you 
lie  ready  for  the  middle  of  February  or  the  middle  of  i\rarch  ?  If  you  call 
Parliament  at  this  latter  period,  I  hope  I  shall  be  well  enough  to  return  to 
Ottawa  during  the  scKsion,  to  bo  on  the  spot  to  assist  you  witli  all  my  might. 
Tiie  weather  has  been  awful  here  since  my  arrival.  I  do  not  think  I  have 
l)een  able  to  take  a  little  walk  more  than  ton  times  since  my  arrival.  It  rained 
or  was  cold  nearly  every  day.     I  feel  pretty  well,  but  weak." 

"  Dec.  2Sth. — I  continue  on  improving.  I  obey  my  doctor  most  loyally. 
1  wisli  so  much  to  be  able  to  return  to  assist  you." 

"./im.  11,  1873. — I  continue  to  progress  in  my  iiealth.  ^Fany  thanks  for 
your  kind  letters.     I  fool  pleased  at  what  you  say  of  my  success." 

"  Jan  I8th. — I  saw  Dr.  Johnson  yesterday.  He  continues  to  bo  satisfied 
with  the  progress  I  am  making.  If  there  is  ar.vthing  about  which  it  might  bo 
useful  I  should  speak  to  Lord  Kimberley,  let  mo  know  of  it  as  soon  as 
possible.    I  saw  Lord  Monck  on  Tuesday,  etc." 

"  Jan.  2!jlh, — I  jiad  a  long  interview  on  Thursday  last  with  Lord 
Kimberley,  etc." 
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"  Feb.  1st. — Many  thanks  for  your  '  cable.'  I  am  glad  Parliament  will  only 
meet  in  March.    I  hope  it  will  enable  me  to  attend  a  portion  of  the  session." 

^'Feb.  15th. — I  have  just  had  a  long  visit  from  Lord  Lisgar.  He  is  to 
Nvrito  me  a  letter  about  what  happened  at  the  interview  given  to  Fatlior 
Ritchot,  which  I  shall  send  you  by  next  mail  accompanied  with  a  state- 
ment of  mine.  No  promise  was  made  of  an  amnesty.  Always  bear  in  mini 
that  throughout  we  stated  that  the  amnesty  was  not  a  question  for  us  but  tm 
the  Queen." 

"March  22nd, — I  am  happy  to  tell  you  I  continue  to  improve  daily. 
Cauchon  makes  a  great  mistake  in  leaving  us.  I  dine  to-morrow  with  Lonl 
Granville,  and  I  am  sure  we  will  have  a  talk  over  Canadian  matters." 

"March20th. — I  still  continue  progressing,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  sail 

on  the  20th  or  25th  of  April Lady  Cartier  and  myself  dined  on 

Wednesday  last  with  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  AVales.  Both  were  very 
gracious  to  me.  The  Prince  asked  me  to  go  and  see  him  to-morrow  at  tliipc. 
to  have  '  a  chat,'  as  he  said,  '  over  Canada.' " 

"April  5th. — Thanks  for  your  'cablegram'  of  day  before  yesterday, 
which  I  at  once  sent  over  to  Rose.  .  .  .  Dr.  Johnson  says  I  am  still 
improving,  and  if  I  continue  to  thus  improve  there  will  no  impediment  t<i 
my  sailing  for  Canada  in  the  begimiing  of  May.  I  was  gratified  to  hoar  liim 
thus  speaking.  As  I  had  been  requested,  I  called  to  see  the  Prince  of  Walt- 
on Sunday  last.  He  received  me  very  kindly  and  graciously.  He  inquired 
minutely  about  my  health  and  Canadian  matters.  He  takes  great  interest  in 
our  doings.  He  said  he  might  again  visit  Canada.  His  live  children  wore 
around  him  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  It  was  a  pleasant  sight  to  see  him 
surrounded  by  his  family." 

"April  Idth. — I  saw  Dr.  Johnson  yesterday,  who  says  I  have  iniprovoi! 
favourably,  though  I  was  kept  back  by  a  cold,  which  I  caught  during  tin' 
Holy  Week.    I  am  getting  rid  of  it  pretty  fast  now." 

"  A2ml  22nd. — I  have  not  much  to  tell  you  to-day  beyond  the  good  ne\v> 
about  myself,  that  I  continue  improving.  I  expect  I  shall  be  able  to  sail  on 
the  8th  of  May." 

"April  2&th. — My  health  continues  improving.  I  saw  Dr.  Joiuison 
yesterday,  who  again  told  me  1  will  be  able  to  sail  on  the  15th  of  May,  if  tin' 
weather  gets  warmer." 

"May  Zrd.—l  saw  Dr.  Johnson  yesterday.  I  feel  happy  to  tell  you  lie 
finds  I  am  continuing  to  ^nprove.  I  thought  of  sailing  on  the  15tli  of  this 
month,  but  I  will  delay  my  departure  until  the  22nd  or  2yth.  I  will  attend 
with  Lady  Cartier  and  the  girls  a  State  concert  at  Buckingham  Palace  on 
the  14th  inst." 

"  May  10th. — I  saw  Dr.  Johnson  yesterday.  He  is  satisfied  with  tlu' 
state  of  my  health,  though  the  cold  weather  we  are  still  having  here  works 
against  my  progress.  My  kind  regards  to  otu-  colleagues  and  to  Laily 
Macdonald  and,  my  dear  Macdonald, 

"  Believe  me,  as  always, 

"  Yoiu"  devoted  colleague, 

"tii:o.  Er.  C.viniKi!." 
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"  Bartholomew  Lane,  E.G.,  J[ay  20,  1873. 

"  My  deak  Macdonald, 

"  I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  our 
old  friend  and  colleague,  and,  as  I  know  yon  and  his  many  friends  would  like 
to  have  such  particulars  as  I  can  give  of  his  last  days,  I  now  send  them  to 
you. 

"  Up  to  Tuesday  last  he  appeared  cheerful  and  well,  but  I  had  often 
remarked  an  increase  in  nervousness,  and  that  lately  he  was  more  easily 
fatigued  than  usual.  He  was  looking  forward  with  great  interest  to  sailing 
on  the  29th,  and  to  going  back  to  Canada  again.  On  Tuesday,  however,  he 
complained  of  a  pain  in  his  stomach,  and  feebleness,  and  something  like 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  set  in.  Dr.  Johnson  told  mo  that  in  such  a  disease 
it  was  impossible  to  say  where  inflammation  might  strike.  He,  however, 
partially  rallied,  and  on  Thursday  last  was  pretty  well  again.  I  sat  with  him 
for  some  time  on  Saturday,  when  he  was  less  well,  and  I  observed  a  very 
great  change  in  his  appearance.  He  talked  with  his  usual  interest  of  all 
public  affairs  in  Canada,  and  fully  hoi)ed  to  be  well  enough  to  leave  on  the 
•J9th.  My  own  fears,  however,  on  leaving  him  on  Saturday,  were  very  great, 
and  I  thought  of  telegraphing  to  j'ou,  but  felt  that  it  could  do  no  good.  On 
Sunday  I  called,  but  did  not  see  him,  and  yesterday  morning  I  got  a  telegram 
from  Lady  Cartier  saying  he  was  worse.  I  immediately  went  to  see  him,  and 
there  was  a  consultation  between  Dr.  Johnson  and  Sir  Thomas  Watson,  for 
the  result  of  which  I  waited.  They  told  me  the  case  was  very  grave  indeed, 
but  they  did  not  anticipate  any  immediate  danger,  although  they  stated  that 
the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  very  alarming,  and  if  they  did  not  soon 
cease  he  had  not  strength  to  pull  through.  At  this  time  his  stomach  was 
very  much  swollen  and  his  mind  wandering  a  little,  and  he  was  occasionally 
in  very  great  pain.  In  all  his  wanderings  his  mind  seemed  to  dwell  on  public 
affairs,  and  on  going  back  to  Canada.  I  left  the  house  yesterday  evening, 
intending  to  call  again  early  this  morning,  but  about  seven  o'clock  I  got  a 
telegram  announcing  that  he  had  breathed  his  last.  I  immediately  went  to 
Lady  Cartier,  who  expressed  a  wish  that  his  remains  should  bo  sent  over  to 
Canada  as  speedily  as  possible,  which  I  understood  to  be  in  consonance  with 
Cartier's  own  desire.  I  also  made  the  necessary  arrangements  in  accordance 
with  her  particular  wish,  with  regard  to  havuig  the  body  embalmed,  and 
forwarded  to  Liverpool,  whence  it  will  go  by  the  steamer  on  Thursday  week. 
Lady  Cartier  and  the  daughters  would  prefer  not  going  in  the  same  steamer, 
and  they  will  probably  go  either  by  the  previous  or  succeeding  ship. 

"  His  servant  Thomas  has  been  most  attached  to  him  throughout,  and 
<lonc  everything  for  him.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  know 
that  everything  that  skill  and  care  could  do  for  him  was  done,  but  his 
feebleness  was  quite  unable  to  cope  with  the  phase  which  the  disease 
assumed.  Tho  phj'sicians  did  not  last  night  anticipate  so  early  a  fatal 
termination,  and  had  arranged  for  another  consultation  this  morning,  Tho 
service  will  be  performed  quietly  and  respectably  in  tho  course  of  a  few  days. 
Lady  Cartier  and  her  daughters  are  quite  satisfied  with  all  the  arrangements 


'■!'•■(■■ 
M 


328 


MEMOIRS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 


and  I  will  see  that  everything  is  done  to  relieve  them  from  care  and  anxiety. 
They  are  mnch  cut  up  witli  the  suddenness  of  the  event,  although  they  were 
prepared  since  last  Tuesday  to  expect  that  the  worst  might  soon  arrive. 

"  I  will  not  say  how  deeply  I  personally  feel  the  loss  of  so  dear  a  frieiiil 
and  colleague,  one  with  whom  both  our  associations  have  been  of  so  uniformlr 
kind  a  character.  It  will  be  a  long  time  before  we  look  on  his  like  again  in 
Canada,  and  the  country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  a  most  devoted  find  efficient 
public  servant.  I  need  not  write  to  yon  more  in  this  way.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  you  and  all  his  colleagues  feel  as  deeply  as  I  do  the  loss  of  our  old 
friend. 

"  Believe  me  ever 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"John' Rose. 

"  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  .\.  Macdonnld,  K.C.B.,  Ottawa." 
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Hoy,  ]Mi{.  IIl-xtixgdon  moved,  "that  Mr.  Huntingdon,  a  member  uf  this 
House,  having  stated  in  his  place,  that  he  is  credibly  informed  and  believes 
that  he  can  establish  by  satisfactory  evidence, — 

"That  in  anticipation  of  tlie  legislation  of  last  session,  as  to  the  Pacific 
Railway,  an  agi-eement  was  made  between  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  acting  for  iiimself, 
and  certain  other  Canadian  promoters,  and  G.  W.  McMullen,  acting  for 
certain  United  States  capitalists,  whereby  the  latter  agreed  to  furnish  all  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  contemplated  railway,  and  to  give 
the  former  a  certain  percentage  of  interest,  in  consideration  of  their  interest 
and  position,  the  scheme  agreed  on  being  ostensibly  that  of  a  Canadian 
company  with  Sir  Hugh  Allan  at  its  head,— 

"That  the  Government  were  aware  that  negotiations  wore  pending 
between  these  parties, — 

"That  subsequently,  an  understanding  was  come  to  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and  Mr.  Abbott,  M.P.,  that  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and 
his  friends  should  advance  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
elections  of  IMinisters  and  their  supporters  at  the  ensuing  general  election, 
and  that  he  and  his  friends  should  receive  the  contract  for  the  construction  of 
the  railway, — 

"  That  accordingly  Sir  Hugh  Allan  did  advance  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  mentioned,  and,  at  the  solicitation,  and  under  the  pressing 
instances  of  Ministers, — 

"  That  part  of  the  moneys,  expended  by  Sir  Hugh  Allan  in  connection 
with  the  obtaining  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  Charter,  were  paid  to  him 
liy  the  said  United  States  capitalists  under  the  agreement  with  him,— it  is 

"  Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  seven  members  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
nil  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  negotiations  for  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  Railway,  with  the  legislation  of  last  session  on  the  subject,  and 
with  the  granting  of  the  Charter  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  and  others ;  with  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ;  and  with  instructions  to  report  in 
full  the  evidence  taken  before,  and  all  proceedings  of  said  committee." 
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APPEXDIX  XXVII.     (See  p.  240.) 

Pkoposed  Table  of  PnECicDEXCE. 

1.  The  Governor  General. 

2.  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  accordinj^  to  seniority. 

3.  The  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Provinces  and  of  the  North-West 
Territories,  according  to  seniority. 

4.  Members  of  the  Privy  Council,  not  of  the  Cabinet,  according  tu 
seniority. 

f).  Archbishops  and  Bisliops,  according  to  seniority. 

G.  The  ]\Ioderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  and  tli" 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  according  to 
seniority. 

7.  The  Ciiief  Justice  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

8.  General  Ofticers  of  Iler  ^lajesty's  Army  serving  in  the  Dominion ;  tin' 
Officer  commanding  the  Canadian  Militia  and  Ofticers  of  the  rank  of  Admiral 
in  the  Royal  Navy  serving  on  the  British  North  American  or  on  the  I'acitir 
stations.  The  relative  rank  of  such  OlHcers  to  be  determined  by  the  Quooii's 
Regulations. 

0.  The  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

10.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

11.  The  (Jliief  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity  of  the  .several 
Provinces,  according  to  seniority. 

12.  Retired  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Provinces. 
l.'J.  iMembers  of  the  Senate. 

14.  Puisne    Jmlges    of   the   Supreme  Court  of   Canada, 
seniority. 

15.  Puisne  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity 
Provinces,  according  to  seniority. 

1(5.  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

17    Members  of  the  Executive  Councils,  within  their  Provinces. 

18.  The  Speakers  of  tlie  Legislative  Councils,  within  their  Provinces. 

19.  The  Speakers  of  the  Legislative  Assemblies,  within  their  Provinces. 

20.  Members  of  the  Legislative  Councils,  within  their  Provinces. 

21.  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assemblies,  within  their  Provinces. 
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22.  Retired  Judges  of  whatever  Courts,  to  take  [.rccedcncc  uext  after  the 
present  Judges  of  their  respective  Courts. 

T.viiLK  OK  Titles. 

As  at  present,  save  that  a  clause  sliould  be  added  giving  the  title  of 
••  Honourable  "  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  time  being. 
Ottawa,  December  21,  1885. 
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APPENDIX  XXVIIT.    (See  p.  257.) 
Sir  John  Macdonauo's  Last  Address  to  tiik  Pkoplk  of  Can'ada. 

"  To  the  Electors  of  Ca:  ida. 

"  Gentlemein', 

"  Tlic  momentous  questions  now  engaging  public  attention  havin,:^^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry,  reached  thn.t  stage  wlien  it  is  desirable  tbat  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  the  people  of  expressing,  at  the  polls,  tlieir 
views  thereon,  the  Governor  (Jeneral  has  been  advised  to  terminate  the 
existence  of  tlie  present  House  of  Commons,  and  to  issue  writs  summoning 
a  new  Parliament.  This  advice  His  Excellency  has  seen  fit  to  approve,  atul 
you,  therefore,  will  be  called  upon  within  a  short  time  to  elect  niombors  t;; 
represent  you  in  the  groat  council  of  Jio  nation.  I  shall  be  a  candidate  for 
the  representation  of  my  old  constituency,  the  city  of  Kingston. 

"  In  Si  liciting  at  your  hands  a  renewal  of  the  conlidcnce  which  I  have 
enjoyed,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  for  thirty  years,  it  is,  I  think,  conveniuiit 
that  I  should  take  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  define  the  attitude  of  the 
(Government,  in  which  I  am  First  Minister,  towards  the  leading  political  issues 
of  the  day. 

"  As  in  1878,  in  1882,  and  again  in  1887,  so  in  1891,  do  questions  relatintc 
to  the  trade  and  comnu-rce  of  the  country  occupy  a  foremost  place  in  tln' 
])id)lic  mind.  Our  policy  in  respect  thereto  is  to-day  what  it  has  been  for  tlii> 
past  thirteen  years,  and  is  directed  by  a  firm  determination  to  foster  ami 
develop  the  varied  resources  of  the  Dominion,  by  every  tneans  in  our  power. 
consistent  with  Canada's  position  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  Ihitish  Eiii]iin'. 
To  that  end  we  have  laboured  in  the  past,  and  wo  propose  to  continue  in  tlic 
work  to  which  we  have  applied  ourselves,  of  building  >ip  on  this  coiitinoiit. 
under  the  flag  of  Knglaiul,  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

"When,  in  1878,  wo  were  called  upon  to  administer  the  alVairs  of  tin- 
Dominion,  Canada  occupied  a  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  very  diUlnoiit 
from  that  which  she  enjoys  to-day.  At  that  time  a  profound  depression  huiiL; 
like  a  pall  over  the  whole  country,  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  western 
limits  of  the  province  of  Ontario,  beyond  which  to  the  Itocky  Mountains 
stretched  a  vast  and  almost  imknown  wilderness.  'J'riide  was  depresseil, 
numufactures  languislicd,  and,  exposed  to  ruinous  coin|)etition,  Caniuliium 
were  fast  sinking;  Into  the  position  of  being  mere  hewers  of  w((od  and  drawers 
of  water  for  the  great  nation  dwelling  to  the  south  of  us.     We  detorminoil  'i* 
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cliange  this  unhappy  state  of  things.  We  felt  that  Canada,  with  its  agi  icultural 
resources,  rich  in  its  fisheries,  timber,  and  mineral  wealth,  was  wordiy  of  a 
iicblfr  position  than  that  of  being  a  slaughter  market  fur  the  United  States. 
We  said  to  the  Americans  :  '  We  are  perfectly  willing  to  trade  with  you  on 
C(iiial  terms.  We  are  desirous  of  having  a  fair  reciprocity  treaty,  but  wo 
will  not  consent  to  open  our  markets  to  you  while  yours  remain  closed  to  us.' 
So  we  inaugurated  the  National  Policy.  You  all  know  what  followed.  Almost 
as  if  by  magic,  the  whole  face  of  the  country  underwent  a  change.  Stagnation 
ami  apathy  and  gloom — ay,  and  want  and  misery  too — gave  place  to  activity 
and  enteriirise  and  prosperity.  The  miners  of  Nova  Scotia  took  courage  ;  the 
manultxctnring  industries  in  our  great  centres  revived  and  multiiilied;  the 
farmer  found  a  market  for  liis  produce,  the  artisan  and  labourer  employment 
at  good  wages,  and  all  Canada  rejoiced  under  the  •pii'ikening  impulse  of  a  new- 
found life.  The  age  of  deficits  was  past,  and  an  dvorfiuwing  treasury  gave  to 
the  Government  the  means  of  carrying  forward  those  great  works  necessary 
to  the  realization  of  our  purpose  to  make  this  country  a  homogeneous  whole. 

'•To  that  erd  we  undertook  that  stupendous  work,  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway.  Undeterred  by  the  pessimistic  views  of  our  opjionents — nay,  in 
spite  of  their  st'enuous,  and  even  malignant  opi)osition,  we  pushed  forward  that 
},'reat  enteri)riso  through  the  wilds  north  of  Lake  Superior,  across  the  western 
prairies,  over  the  Kocky  Mountains  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  with  such 
inflexible  resolution,  that,  in  seven  years  after  the  assumiitioii  of  ollice  by  the 
present  Administration,  tlio  dream  of  our  public  men  was  an  accomplisiied 
fact,  trnd  I  myself  experienced  the  proud  satisfaction  of  looking  back  from  the 
fiteps  of  my  car  upon  the  Uocky  Mointains  fringing  the  eastern  sky.  Tlie 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  now  extends  t';om  ocean  to  ocean,  opening  up  and 
developing  the  country  at  a  marvellous  rat.>,  and  forming  an  Impinial  highway 
to  the  east,  over  which  the  trade  of  the  Iiidi»'s  is  destined  to  reach  the  iniirkets 
of  Europe.  We  have  subsidized  steamship  lines  on  botli  oceans — to  I'airope, 
China,  Japan,  Australia,  and  the  West  Indies.  We  have  spent  millions  on 
tlf;  extension  and  iuinrovement  of  our  canal  system.  We  have,  by  liberal 
!,'n.nts  of  subsidies,  promoted  the  bu'lding  of  railways,  now  become  an  absolute 
necessity,  until  the  whole  country i.  covered  as  with  a  network  ;  and  we  have 
(lone  all  this  with  such  ])rudenco  and  caution,  that  our  credit  in  the  money 
market  of  the  woild  is  higher  to-day  than  it  has  ever  been,  and  the  rate  of 
interest  on  our  debt,  which  is  a  true  measure  of  the  public  burdens,  is  less 
than  it  was  wlioii  we  took  oflice  in  1878. 

"During  all  this  time  what  has  been  the  attitude  of  the  Ueform  Party? 
Vacillating  in  their  policy  and  inconstancy  itself  as  regards  their  leaihus, 
they  have,  at  least,  been  consistent  in  this  particular,  that  they  have  uniformly 
opposed  every  measure  which  hail  for  its  object  the  development  of  our 
common  counUy.  The  National  Policy  was  a  failure  before  it  i.ad  been  tried. 
Under  it  wo  could  not  possibly  raise  a  revenue  sufiicient  for  the  public  reipiire- 
nieiits.  Time  exposed  that  fallacy.  Then  wo  were  to  pay  more  for  the  home- 
manufactured  article  than  we  used  to  when  we  bought  everything  abroad. 
Wo  were  to  be  the  prey  of  rings  and  monopolies,  and  the  manufacturers  were 
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to  extort  their  own  prices.  When  these  fears  had  been  proved  unfoiuukHl.  wc 
were  assured  that  over-competition  would  inevitably  prove  the  ruin  of  tlie 
manufacturing  industries,  and  thus  bring  about  a  state  of  alHurs  worse  than 
that  wliich  the  National  Policy  had  been  designed  to  meet.  It  was  the  same 
with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  The  whole  project,  accorduig  to  our 
opponents,  was  a  chimera.  The  engineering  difficulties  were  insuperable,  the 
road,  even  if  constructed,  would  never  pay.  Well,  gentlemen,  the  project  w^- 
i'easible,  the  engineering  difficulties  were  overcome,  and  the  road  does  pay. 
l)isai)pointed  by  the  failure  of  all  their  predictions,  and  convinced  that  nothiuj, 
is  to  be  gained  by  further  opposition  on  the  old  lines,  the  Reform  Party  lias 
taken  a  new  departure,  and  has  announced  its  policy  to  be  Unrestrietcil 
Reciprocity — that  is  (as  defined  by  its  author,  Mr.  Wiman,  in  tiio  Norih 
American  Revieio  a  few  days  ago),  free-trade  with  the  United  States,  and  a 
common  tariff  with  the  United  States  against  the  rest  of  the  world.  Tiie 
adoption  of  this  policy  would  involve,  among  other  grave  evils,  discrimination 
against  the  mother  country.  This  fact  is  admitted  by  no  less  a  pcrsoiiau'i- 
than  Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  who,  in  his  speech  at  Pembroke  on  October  21. 
1890,  is  reported  to  have  said :  '  Some  men,  whoso  opinions  I  respect,  enter- 
tain objections  to  this  (Unrestricted  Reciprocity)  proposition.  Tiiey  argu", 
and  argue  with  force,  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  us,  if  we  enter  into  su(;h  an 
arrangement,  to  admit  the  goods  of  tlie  United  States  on  more  favourable  terms 
than  those  of  the  motlier  country.  Nor  do  I  deny  that  that  is  an  objection, 
and  not  p.  light  one.' 

''  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  inevitably  result  in  the  annexation  of  i\\\> 
]  )ominion  to  the  United  States.  The  advocates  of  Unrestricted  Reciprocity 
on  this  side  of  the  line  deny  that  it  would  have  such  an  effect,  though  its 
friends  in  the  United  States  urge,  as  the  chief  reason  for  its  adoption,  tliat 
Unrestricted  Reciprocity  would  be  the  first  step  in  the  direction  of  Political 
TTnion.  Tiierc  is,  however,  one  obvious  consequence  of  this  scheme  whifli 
nobody  hiis  the  hardihood  to  dispute,  and  tliat  is,  that  Unrestricted  Reciprocity 
would  necessitate  the  imposition  of  direct  taxation  amounting  to  not  less  than 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  annually  upon  the  people  of  this  country.  This 
fact  is  clearly  set  forth  in  a  remarkable  letter,  adilressed  a  few  days  ago  by 
Mr.  K.  "W.  Thomson— a  Radical  and  free-trader — to  the  Toronto  Olohe,  on 
the  staff  ofwhicli  paper  ho  was  lately  an  editorial  writer,  which  the  Glohe. 
with  characteristic  unfairness,  refused  to  publisii,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
reached  the  jiublic  through  anotlier  source.  ]\Ir.  Thomson  points  out,  with 
gi'cat  clearness,  that  the  loss  of  customs  revenue  levied  upon  articles  now 
(Altering  this  country  i'rom  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of 
the  policy  of  Um-estricted  Reciprocity,  would  amount  to  not  loss  tlian  sovcii 
millions  of  dollars  annually.  Moreover,  this  by  no  moans  represents  tiio  tctiil 
loss  to  the  revenue  whicli  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy  would  entail.  It 
American  manufactures  now  compete  favourably  with  British  goods,  despite 
an  equal  duty,  what  do  you  suppose  would  happen  if  the  duty  were  rcinovoti 
from  tlic  American,  and  retained,  or  as  is  very  probable,  increased,  on  tin' 
British  articles ?    Would  not  the  Inevitable  result  be  a  displacement  nf  th^ 
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duty-paying  goods  of  tlu  mothci  country  by  those  of  the  United  States  ?    Anil 
tills  would  mean  an  oJditior.a^  loss  to  the  revenue  of  many  millions  more. 

"  Electors  of  Canada,  I  appeal  to  you  to  consider  well  the  full  meaning  of 
this  proposition.  You — I  speak  now  more  particularly  to  the  people  of  this 
jirovince  of  Ontario — are  alroo  ly  taxed  directly  for  school  purposes,  for  town- 
ship purposes,  for  county  purposes ;  wiiile  to  the  provincial  Government  there 
is  expressly  given  by  the  constitution  the  right  to  impose  direct  taxation. 
This  latter  evil  you  have  so  far  escaped,  but  as  the  material  resources  of  the 
province  diminish,  as  they  are  now  diminishing,  the  local  (Jovernment  will  be 
driven  to  supplement  its  revenue  derived  from  tixed  sources  by  a  direct  tax. 
And  is  not  this  enough,  think  you,  without  your  being  called  on  by  a  Dominion 
tax-gatherer,  with  a  yearly  demand  of  $15  a  family,  to  meet  the  obligations  of 
the  central  Government  ? 

"  Gentlemen,  this  is  what  Unrestricted  lleciprocity  involves.  Do  yon  like 
the  prospect  ?  This  is  what  wo  are  opposing,  and  what  we  ask  you  to  condemn 
by  your  votes.  Under  our  present  system  a  man  may  largely  determine  the 
amount  of  his  contributions  to  the  Dominion  exchequer.  The  amount  of  the 
tax  is  always  in  direct  proportion  to  his  means.  If  he  is  rich,  and  can  afl'unl 
t.)  drink  champagne,  ho  has  to  pay  a  tax  of  $1.50  for  every  bottle  lie  buys. 
If  he  be  a  poor  man,  he  contents  himself  with  a  cup  of  tea,  on  which  there  is 
no  duty.  And  so  on  all  through  the  list.  If  he  is  able  to  afl'oi'd  all  manner  of 
luxuries,  he  pays  a  largo  sum  into  the  coflers  of  the  (lovernment.  If  ho  is 
a  man  of  moderate  means,  and  able  to  enjoy  an  occasional  luxury,  ho  pays 
accordingly.  If  he  is  a  poor  man  his  contributions  to  the  treasury  are  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  With  lirect  taxation,  no  matter  what  may  bo  the  pecuniary 
position  of  the  taxpayei  -times  may  be  hard,  crops  may  have  failed,  sickness 
or  other  calamity  may  have  fallen  on  the  family,  still  the  inexorable  tax- 
collector  comes  and  exacts  his  tribute.  Does  not  ours  seem  to  be  the  more 
oquitable  plan?  It  is  the  one  under  which  we  have  lived  and  thrived,  and  ti> 
which  the  Government  I  lead  proposes  to  adliere. 

"  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  a  few  of  the  material  objections  to  this  schonie 
of  Unrestricted  Reciprocity,  to  which  Mr.  Laurier  and  Sir  Iiichard  Cartwriglit 
have  committed  the  Liberal  party,  but  they  ;  not  the  only  dlijeetions,  nor 
in  my  opinion  are  they  the  most  vital.  For  a  century  and  a  half  this  country 
has  grown  and  flourished  imder  the  protecting  regis  of  the  British  Ch'own- 
The  gallant  race  who  first  bore  to  our  shores  the  blessings  nf  civilization 
]iasscd  by  an  easy  transition  from  French  to  English  rule,  and  now  form  oik- 
of  the  most  law-nbiding  portions  of  the  community.  These  i)ioiieers  were 
speedily  recruited  by  the  advent  of  a  loyal  band  of  British  subjects,  who  gave 
u])  everything  that  men  most  prize,  and  were  content  to  begin  life  anew  in 
the  wilderness  rather  than  forego  allegiance  to  their  Sovereign.  To  the 
descendants  of  these  men,  and  of  the  multitude  of  Englishmen,  Irishmen,  and 
Scotchmen  who  emigrated  to  Canada,  that  they  might  biiiid  up  new  homes 
witliout  ceasing  to  bo  British  subjects — to  you  Canadians  I  appeal,  and  I  ask 
you  what  have  you  to  gain  by  surrendering  that  whieli  your  fathers  held  most 
dear?    Under  the  broad  folds  of  the  Union  Jack,  wo  enjoy  the  most  ample 
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liberty  to  govern  ourselves  as  wc  please,  and  at  the  same  time  we  paiticipato 
ill  the  advantages  which  flow  from  association  with  the  mightiest  Emiiire  tlio 
world  has  ever  seen.  Not  only  are  we  free  to  manage  our  domestic  concerns, 
but,  practically,  we  possess  the  privilege  of  making  our  own  treaties  with 
foreign  countries,  and,  in  our  relations  with  the  outside  world,  we  enjoy  tlie 
prestige  inspired  by  a  consciousness  of  tho  i'act  that  behind  us  towers  the 
majesty  of  England.  The  question  which  you  will  shortly  be  called  upon  to 
determine  resolves  itself  into  this ;  shall  we  endanger  our  possession  of  the 
great  heritage  bequeathed  to  us  by  otn*  fathers,  and  submit  ourselves  to  direct 
taxation  for  the  privilege  of  having  our  tariff  fixed  at  Washington,  witli  a 
prospect  of  ultimately  becoming  a  portion  of  the  American  Union  V  I  com- 
mend these  issues  to  your  determination,  and  to  the  jutlgmcnt  of  the  whole 
people  of  Canada,  with  an  unclouded  confidence  that  you  will  proclaim  to  tlie 
world  your  resolve  to  show  yourselves  not  unworthy  of  the  proud  distinction 
that  you  enjoy,  of  being  numbered  among  the  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects 
of  our  beloved  Queen. 

''  As  fur  myself,  my  course  is  clear.  A  British  subject  I  was  born — a 
British  subject  I  will  die.  With  my  utmost  effort,  with  my  latest  breath,  will 
I  oppose  the  '  veiled  treason  '  which  attempts  by  sordid  means  and  mercenary 
proffers  to  lure  our  people  from  their  allegiance.  During  my  long  public 
service  of  nearly  half  a  century,  I  have  been  true  to  my  country  and  its  best 
interests,  and  I  ajjpcal  with  equal  confidence  to  the  men  who  have  trasted  lue 
in  the  past,  and  to  the  young  hope  of  the  country,  with  whom  rests  its  destinies 
for  the  future,  to  give  me  their  united  and  strenuous  aid  in  this,  my  .'ast  cll'ort, 
for  the  unity  of  the  Empire  and  the  preservation  of  our  commercial  and 
political  freedom. 

"  I  remain,  gentlemen, 

"  Your  faithful  servant, 

"John  A.  Macuonald. 

<'Earu«'liffo,  Ottawa,  I'Vbruary  7,  1891." 
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Sprecii  dklivf.red  i?y  Sir  Hrctor  Laxoevix  ox  the  occasion  of  the 
AXNOUN'CEMEvr  OF  THE  Death  OF  Srii  JoHX  Macdoxald  to  the 
House  op  Commons,  June  8,  1891. 

Mr.  Speaker;  having  to  announce  to  the  House  the  sad  event  that  lias 
been  known  for  t>vo  days  now,  I  was  afraid  I  could  not  trust  to  my  memory, 
and  I,  therefore,  thought  it  desirable  to  place  in  writing  what  I  wished  to  say. 
Accordingly,  I  will  now  read  the  observations  I  desire  to  otfer.  "Mr.  Speaker, 
as  the  oldest  Privy  Councillor  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  announce  to  the  House  that 
our  dear  old  chief,  the  First  Minister  of  Canada,  is  no  more.  After  a  painful 
illness  of  two  weeks,  death  put  an  end  to  his  earthly  career  on  Saturday 
evening  last.  To  tell  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  feelings  under  the  circumstances 
is  more  than  I  can  do.  I  feel  that,  by  the  death  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald, 
Canada  lias  lost  its  greatest  statesman,  a  great  patriot,  a  man  of  whom  any 
country  in  the  world  would  be  justly  proud.  Her  Gracious  Majesty  tlio 
Queen  never  had  a  more  devoted  and  loyal  subject  than  the  grand  old  man, 
whose  loss  we  all  deplore  and  regret  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts.  For 
nearly  fifty  years  he  has  directed  the  public  aftUirs  of  this  country.  He  was 
among  the  Fathers  of  Confederation  the  most  prominent  and  distinguished, 
lie  put  his  whole  soul  into  that  great  undertaking,  knowing  full  well  that  the 
confederation  of  all  the  British  North  American  provinces  would  give  to  our 
people  a  country  and  institutions  to  be  proud  of,  and  to  the  Empire  not  only  a 
1,^'ht  arm,  but  a  great  and  safe  highway  to  her  Indian  and  other  possessions, 
lie  told  mo  more  than  once  how  grateful  he  was  to  the  people  of  Canada  to 
have  allowed  him  to  liavo  consolidated  that  great  work.  The  fact  is,  his  love 
fur  Canada  was  equal  to  that  ho  had  for  his  own  mother  country.  Mi-. 
Spv'aker,  when  the  liistorians  of  ('anada  write  the  history  of  the  last  fifty 
yeai »,  they  will  have  to  write  the  life  of  Kir  John  A.  Macdonald,  and,  in 
writing  his  life,  they  may  not  agree  with  all  his  public  acts,  but  they  cannot 
fail  to  say  that  he  was  a  great  man,  a  most  distinguished  statesman,  and  that 
his  whole  life  was  spent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  dying  in  the  midst  of 
his  oflicial  duty,  not  having  had  a  day's  rest  before  ho  passed  to  a  better  ■ 
world.  I  need  not  express,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  own  personal  feelings.  Having 
spent  half  of  my  life  with  him  as  his  follower  and  as  his  friend,  his  departure 
i'*  the  same  as  if  I  lost  half  of  my  existence.  I  remember  how  devoted  ho 
was.  not  only  to  the  old  province  of  Canada,  btit  how  chivalrous  ho  showed 
VOL.  II.  I 


w. 


338 


MEMOIRS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 


\i  \'. 


himself  to  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  specially  to  my  Frencli  Canadian 
countrymen.  Ho  had  only  to  say  a  word,  and,  instead  of  being  at  the  lieail 
of  a  small  band  of  seventeen  Upper  Canada  members,  he  would  have  had  all 
the  representatives  of  his  province  behind  him.  But,  as  he  told  mo  several 
times,  he  preferred  to  he  just  to  his  French  compatriots  and  allies,  and  tlic 
result  was  that,  when  Confederation  came,  the  province  of  Quebec  had  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  on  his  death-bed  our  great  chief  could  see  that  Iiis  just 
policy  has  secured  peace  and  happiness  to  all.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  havi' 
wished  to  continue  to  speak  of  our  dear  departed  friend,  and  spoken  to  you 
about  his  goodness  of  heart,  the  witness  of  which  I  have  been  so  often,  liut 
I  feel  that  I  must  stop ;  my  heart  is  full  of  tears.    I  cannot  proceed  furthor."' 
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Speech  deliveued  by  the  Hos.  Mr.  L.vurieu,  Leader  of  the  Oppositiox 
IN  THE  House  op  Commons,  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Announcement 
OF  the  Death  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  June  8,  1891. 

"Mr.  Speaker  ;  I  fully  realize  the  emotion  which  chokes  the  hon.  gentleman. 
His  silence,  under  the  circumstances,  is  for  more  eloquent  than  any  human 
language  can  he.    I  fully  appreciate  the  intensity  of  the  grief  which  fills  the 
souls  of  all  those  who  were  the  friends  and  followers  of  Sir  John  Macdonald, 
at  the  loss  of  the  great  leader  whose  whole  life  has  been  so  closely  identified 
with  their  party,  a  party  upon  which  he  has  thrown  such  brilliancy  and 
lustre.    We  on  this  side  of  the  House,  who  were  his  opponents,  who  did  not 
believe  in  his  policy,  nor  in  his  methods  of  government — we  take  our  full 
share  of  their  grief — for  the  loss  which  they  deplore  to-day  is  for  and  away 
beyond  and  above  the  ordinary  compass  of  party  range.  It  is  in  every  respect  a 
great  national  loss,  for  he  is  no  more  who  was,  in  many  respects,  Canada's  most 
illustrious  son,  and  in  every  sense  Canada's  foremost  citizen  and  statesman. 
At  the  period  of  life  to  which  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  arrived,  death,  when- 
ever it  comes,  cannot  be  said  to  come  unexpectedly.     Some  few  months  ago, 
during  the  turmoil  of  the  late  election,  when  the  country  was  made  aware 
that  on  a  certain  day  the  physical  strength  of  the  veteran  Premier  had  not 
been  equal  to  his  courage,  and  that  his  intense  labour  for  the  time  being  had 
prostrated  his  singularly  wiry  frame,  everybody,  with  the  exception,  perhaps, 
of  his  buoyant  self,  was  painfully  anxious  lest  perhaps  the  angel  of  death  had 
touched  him  with  his  wing.    When,  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  heat  of  an  angry 
discussion  in  this  Parliament,  news  spread  in  this  House  that  of  a  sudden  his 
condition  had  become  alarming,  the  surging  waves  of  angry  discussion  were 
at  once  hushed,  and  every  one,  friend  and  foe,  realized  that  this  time  for  a 
certainty  the  angel  of  death  had  appeared,  and  had  crossed  the  threshold  of 
his  home.  Thus  we  were  not  taken  by  surprise,  and,  although  wo  were  prepared 
for  the  sad  event,  yet  it  is  almost  impossible  to  convince  the  unwillipp  ■  "nd 
tiiat  it  is  true  that  Sir  John  Macdonald  is  no  more,  that  the  chair  whicJi  wo 
now  see  empty  shall  remain  for  ever  vacant,  that  the  face  so  familiar  in  this 
Parliament  for  the  last  forty  years  shall  be  seen  no  more,  and  that  the  voice 
so  well  known  shall  bo  heard  no  more,  whether  in  solemn  debate  or  in 
pleasant  and  mirthful  tones.    In  fact,  the  place  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  in  this 
country  was  so  large  and  so  absorbing  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive 
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that  the  political  life  of  this  country,  the  fate  of  this  country,  can  continue 
without  him.  His  loss  overwhelms  us.  For  my  part,  I  say  with  ail  truth 
his  loss  overwhelms  me,  and  it  also  overwhelms  thia  Parliament,  as  if  indeed 
one  of  the  institutions  of  the  land  had  given  way.  Sir  John  Macdonald  now 
belongs  to  the  ages,  and  it  can  be  said  with  certainty,  that  the  career  which 
has  just  been  closed  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  careers  of  this  century. 
It  would  be  premature  at  this  time  to  attempt  to  fix  or  anticipate  what  will 
be  the  final  judgment  of  history  upon  him  ;  but  there  were  in  his  career  and 
in  his  life  features  so  prominent  and  so  conspicuous,  that  already  they  shine 
with  a  glow  which  time  cannot  alter,  which  even  now  appear  before  the 
eye,  such  as  they  will  appear  to  the  end  in  history.  I  think  it  can  be 
asserted  that,  for  the  supreme  art  of  governing  men.  Sir  John  Macdonald  was 
gifted  as  few  men  in  any  land  or  in  any  age  were  gifted — gifted  with  the  most 
high  of  all  qualities,  qualities  which  would  have  made  him  famous  wherever 
exercised,  and  which  would  have  shone  all  the  more  conspicuously  the  larger 
the  theatre.  The  fact  that  he  could  congregate  together  elements  tlie  most 
heterogeneous  and  blend  them  into  one  compact  party,  and  to  the  end  of  his 
life  keep  them  steadily  under  his  hand,  is  perhaps  altogether  unprecedented. 
The  fact  that  during  all  those  years  he  retained  unimpaired  not  only  the 
confidence,  but  the  devotion — the  ardent  devotion  and  affection  of  his  party, 
is  evidence  that,  besides  those  higher  qualities  of  statesmanship  to  which  wo 
were  the  daily  witnesses,  he  was  also  endowed  with  those  inner,  subtle, 
undefinable  graces  of  soul  which  win  and  keep  the  hearts  of  men.  As  to 
his  statesmanship,  it  is  written  in  the  history  of  Canada.  It  may  be  said 
without  any  exaggeration  whatever,  that  the  life  of  Sir  John  Macdonald,  from 
tiie  date  he  entered  Parliament,  is  tlie  history  of  Canada,  for  he  was  con- 
nected and  associated  with  all  the  events,  all  the  facts  which  brought  Canada 
from  the  position  it  then  occupied — the  position  of  two  small  provinces, 
having  nothing  in  common  but  their  common  allegiance,  united  by  a 
bond  of  paper,  and  united  by  nothing  else — to  the  present  state  of  develop- 
ment which  Canada  has  reached.  Although  my  political  views  compel  me  to 
say  that,  in  my  judgment,  his  actions  were  not  always  the  best  that  could 
have  been  taken  in  the  interest  of  Canada,  although  my  conscience  compels 
me  to  say  that  of  late  he  has  imputed  to  his  opponents  motives  which  I  must 
say  in  my  heart  he  has  misconceived,  yet  I  am  only  too  glad  here  to  sink 
these  differences,  and  to  remember  only  the  great  services  he  has  performed 
for  our  country— to  remember  that  his  actions  always  displayed  great 
originality  of  view,  imbonnded  fertility  of  resource,  a  high  level  of  intellectual 
conception,  and,  above  all,  a  far-reaching  vision  beyond  the  event  of  the  day, 
and  still  higher,  permeating  the  whole,  a  broad  patriotism — a  devotion  to 
Canada's  welfare,  Canada's  advancement,  and  Canada's  glory.  The  life  of  a 
statesman  is  always  an  arduous  one,  and  very  often  it  is  an  ungrateful  one. 
More  often  than  otherwise  his  actions  do  not  mature  until  he  is  in  his  grave. 
Not  so,  however,  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Macdonald.  His  career  has  been  a 
singularly  fortunate  one.  His  reverses  were  few  and  of  short  duration.  He 
was  fond  of  power,  and,  in  my  judgment,  if  I  may  say  so,  that  may  be  the 
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turning-point  of  the  judgment  of  history.  He  was  fond  of  power,  and  he  never 
made  any  secret  of  it.  Many  times  we  have  heard  him  avow  it  on  the  floor 
of  this  Parliament,  and  his  ambition  in  this  respect  was  gratified  as,  perliaps, 
no  other  man's  ambition  ever  was.  In  ray  judgment,  even  the  career  of 
William  Pitt  can  hardly  compare  with  that  of  Sir  John  Macdonald  in  this 
respect ;  for  although  William  Pitt,  moving  in  a  higher  sphere,  had  to  deal 
with  problems  greater  than  our  problems,  yet  I  doubt  if  in  the  intricate 
management  of  a  party  William  Pitt  had  to  contend  with  difficulties  equal  to 
those  that  Sir  John  Macdonald  had  to  contend  with.  In  his  death,  too,  he 
seems  to  have  been  singularly  happy.  Twenty  years  ago  I  was  told,  by  one 
who  at  that  time  was  a  close  personal  and  political  friend  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald,  that  in  the  intimacy  of  his  domestic  circle  he  was  fond  of  repeating 
♦hat  his  end  would  be  as  the  end  of  Lord  Chatham— that  he  would  be  carried 
a\ray  from  the  floor  of  Parliament  to  die.  How  true  that  vision  into  the 
future  was  we  now  know,  for  we  saw  him  to  the  last  with  enfeebled  health 
and  declining  strength  struggling  on  the  floor  of  Parliament  until  the  hand  of 
fate  pinned  him  to  his  bed  to  die.  And  thus  to  die  with  his  armour  on  was 
probably  his  ambition.  Sir,  death  is  the  law,  the  supreme  law.  Although 
we  see  it  every  day  in  every  form,  although  session  after  session  we  have  seen 
it  in  this  Parliament  striking  right  and  left  without  any  discrimination  as  to 
age  or  station,  yet  the  ever-recurring  spectacle  does  not  in  any  way  remove  the 
bitterness  of  the  sting.  Death  always  carries  with  it  an  incredible  sense  of 
pain ;  but  the  one  thing  sad  in  death  is  that  which  is  involved  in  the  word 
separation — separation  from  all  we  love  in  life.  This  is  what  makes  death  so 
poignant  when  it  strikes  a  man  of  intellect  m  middle  age.  But  when  death 
is  the  natural  termination  of  a  full  life,  in  which  he  who  disappears  has  given 
the  full  measure  of  his  capacity,  has  performed  everything  required  from  him, 
and  more,  the  sadness  :>f  death  is  not  for  him  who  goes,  but  for  those  who 
loved  him  and  remain.  In  this  sense  I  am  sure  the  Canadian  people  will 
extend  unbounded  sympathy  to  the  friends  of  Sir  John  Macdonald — to  his 
sorrowing  children,  and,  above  all,  to  the  brave  and  noble  woman,  his 
companion  in  life  and  his  chief  helpmate.  Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  after 
another  we  see  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  Canada  to  its 
present  stage  of  development,  removed  from  amongst  us.  To-day,  we  deplore 
the  loss  of  him  who,  we  all  unite  in  saying,  was  the  foremost  Canadian  of  his 
time,  and  who  filled  the  largest  place  in  Canadian  history.  Only  last  week, 
was  buried  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  another  son  of  Canada,  one  who  at  one 
time  had  been  a  tower  of  strength  to  the  Liberal  party,  oik;  who  will  ever  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  noblest,  purest,  and  greatest  cha.icters  that  Canada 
has  ever  produced,  Sir  Antoine  Aimi?  Dorion.  Sir  Antoine  Aimd  Dorion  had 
not  been  in  favour  of  Confederation,  Not  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  ; 
Imt  he  believed  that  the  Union  of  these  provinces,'at  that  day,  was  premature. 
When,  however,  Confederation  had  become  a  fact,  he  gave  the  best  of  his 
mind  and  heart  to  make  it  a  success.  It  may  indeed  happen,  sir,  that  when 
the  Canadian  peojilo  see  the  ranks  thus  gradually  reduced  and  thinned  ot 
those  upon  whom  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  relying  for  guidance,  that 


It 


i 


342 


UEMOIBS   OF  SIR  JOHN  A.  MACDONALD. 


afeelingof  apprehension  will  creep  into  the  heart  lest,  perhaps,  the  institutions 
of  Canada  may  be  imperilled.  Before  the  grave  of  him  who.  above  all,  was 
the  father  of  Confederation,  lot  not  grief  be  barren  grief;  but  let  grief  be 
coupled  with  the  resolution,  the  determination  that  the  work  in  which 
Liberals  and  Conservatives,  in  which  Brown  and  Macdonald  united,  shall  not 
perish,  but  that  though  united  Canada  may  bo  deprived  of  the  services  of  her 
greatest  men,  still  Canada  shall  and  will  live." 
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Speech  delivered  by  the  Rtcnr  IIoxouR.vnLE  Sir  Joiix  Thompson', 
K.CM.G.,  Prime  Mixisteu  or  Caxada,  ox  the  Occasiox  of  thi; 
UxvEiLixo  OP  A  Statue  to  Sir  Johx  Macdoxald,  at  Hamiltox, 
Ontario,  ox  the  1st  of  Novemuer,  1893. 

''  I  HAVE  unveiled  the  imago  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  men  of  our 
generation.  I  have  spoken  of  this  being  the  first  statue  erected  to  his  honour 
in  Canada,  but  before  it  had  been  erected  his  bust  had  been  unveiled  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Paul's  in  the  heart  of  England,  as  the  memorial  of  one  whoso 
services  to  the  Empire  deserved  to  be  ranked  with  those  of  Wellington  and 
Nelson.  These  '  lords  of  war,'  as  Lord  Rosebery  said, '  preserved  the  Empire.' 
Sir  John  Macdonald  accomplished  no  less  in  his  labours  to  consolidate  that 
Empire.  As  time  goes  on  other  statues  will  be  raised  to  his  memory  in  various 
]iarts  of  Canada,  and  yet  the  grandest  thing  for  his  memory  will  be  that  biB 
fame  needs  no  monument  to  extend  or  to  preserve  it.  At  the  time  of  his 
deatli  it  was  poetically  and  truthfully  said,  '  His  work — a  nation — stands 
his  monument.'  Of  no  man  of  any  period  can  it  be  more  truly  said  that  he 
was  the  father  and  founder  of  his  country.  After  a  lapse  of  some  years,  when 
political  asperities  have  ceased  to  mar  the  true  estimate  of  the  man,  this  will 
no  longer  be  a  point  on  which  Canadians  shall  dift'er.  His  life  was  one  of 
incessant  political  warfare ;  much  of  it  was  passed  in  times  when  the  bitterness 
of  strife  between  public  men  was  far  greater  than  it  is  to-da}',  and  yet,  from 
the  moment  of  his  death,  the  leaders  of  the  party  to  which  he  was  opposed 
have  spoken  generously  of  his  great  public  services,  his  great  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  his  country,  and  his  wonderful  hold  on  the  affections  of  the  people. 
One  of  those  leaders  I  am  glad  to  see  here  to-day — and  I  am  sure  it  will  bo 
gratifying  to  him — at  an  age  when  long  public  life  has  brought  its  only  sure 
gift,  a  crown  of  grey  hairs,  to  lay  a  flower  on  the  monument  of  the  statesman 
who  was  his  personal  and  professional  friend,  although  for  long  years  his 
political  opponent.  The  history  of  Sir  John  ]Macdonald  is  the  history  of  a 
long  and  successful  struggle  with  the  greatest  difficulties  which  government 
in  the  colonies  has  presented  during  the  past  fifty  years.  Of  these  difficulties 
the  statesmen  of  older  countries  have  but  a  very  faint  idea.  In  Canada  they 
seem  to  have  been  greater  than  anywhere  else.  His  earlier  life  was  passed 
in  a  province  where  the  scope  of  political  ambition  was  confined  to  that 
province.    The  difficulties  of  its  government  had  been  such  that  to  make 
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.idministration  possible  it  hail  to  be  divided,  then  reunitcil,  and  seemed  likely 
to  be  divided  again.  The  vast  country  to  the  west  of  her  borders  was  a 
region  of  romance  and  rare  adventure.  With  the  provinces  to  the  east 
communication  was  so  difficidt  tliat  a  letter  took  weeks  to  reach  its  destination. 
Practically  they  were  as  remote  as  Europe  is  from  us  to-day,  but  Sir  .1  ilin 
lived  to  see,  as  the  fruits  of  work  in  which  lie  took  a  leading  part,  nearly  all 
British  North  America  united  under  one  system  of  government,  and  cotinectcd 
by  railways  and  other  means  of  communication  unequalled  in  their  complete- 
ness in  any  part  of  the  world.  He  saw  the  vast  regions  of  tlie  Nortli-West 
held  as  the  great  domain  of  Canada,  and  traversed  by  railways  east  and  west, 
and  nortii  and  south.  In  the  province  of  Canada  there  were  burning  questions 
about  which  half  the  population  had  taken  up  arms  against  the  other  lialf, 
and  were  ready  to  do  so  again  and  again.  Some  of  those  questions — the 
clergy  reserves,  the  seigniorial  tenure,  the  educational  policy — have  passed 
out  of  politics  into  history ;  others  of  them,  some  of  them  arising  from  tiie 
rivalries  of  race,  and  some  from  proximity  to  the  United  States  and  from  the 
conditions  of  business  and  of  politics,  there  are  still  present  with  us,  but  in  a 
modified  form,  and  with  prospects  that  tiiey  will  disappear  as  our  people 
become  more  numerous  and  our  resources  become  developed.  Great  lionour 
is  due  to  those  who  in  times  past  aided  Sir  John  in  the  settlement  of  those 
questions,  but  liis  career  seems  to  embrace  all  others,  and  his  mind  seems  to 
have  risen  to  each  great  struggle  which  came  on  in  turn,  and  to  have  called 
to  his  aid  the  men  who  were  needed  to  carry  his  projects  to  consummation. 
He  was  the  master  builder  among  the  many  who  did  noble  work  in  the 
structure  of  the  nation.  But  it  is  not  my  task  to-day  to  give  you  a  narrative 
of  Sir  John  Macdonald's  life,  or  even  of  the  great  events  in  which  he  took 
part.  I  have  only  time  to  recall  some  of  these  by  name,  and  then  to  say  a 
few  words  to  you  about  the  leading  features  of  his  personal  character  and 
career.  This  last  seems  to  be  the  more  pleasing,  and  is,  perhaps,  even  tlie  more 
necessary  part  of  my  duty.  History  will  take  good  care  to  record  those  great 
events,  but  it  may  not  preserve  so  faithfully  as  we  could  wish  some  of  tlio 
features  of  Sir  John's  character  which  were  best  known  to  those  who  were 
close  to  him  from  day  to  day,  for  it  is  eminently  true  of  him,  as  was  said  of  a 
great  British  statesman,  that  'he  leaves  not  only  the  memory  of  great 
achievements,  but  also  the  tender  traditions  of  personal  affection  and  social 
charm.'  In  the  first  place.  Sir  John's  love  of  Canada  and  his  desire  to  serve 
her  must  be  put  far  in  the  front  of  all  his  characteristics.  His  daily  thought 
might  be  expressed  in  Webster's  words :  '  Let  our  object  be  our  country,  our 
whole  country,  and  nothing  but  our  countrj-.'  '  Nothing  but  our  country '  in 
the  sense  that  Canada  was  to  be  first  of  all  in  every  consideration  of  public 
policy  or  personal  action.  His  true  and  deep  Canadianism  was  the  *  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,'  to  tlie  hundreds  of  thousands  whom 
he  led  as  no  man  could  have  led  by  a  mere  party  banner.  It  has  been  well  said 
that,  as  this  patriotism  was  tlie  mainspring  of  all  his  action,  so  it  was  the  source 
of  the  wonderful  command  which  he  had  over  the  masses  of  liis  countrymen.  Ho 
came  into  public  life  a  stripling,  just  when  he  was  advancing  on  a  professional 
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career  in  which  he  might  look  forward  to  honour,  case,  and  wealth.     He  left 
that  career  at  a  summons  which  he  considered  the  urgent  call  of  duty.    Ho 
supposed  he  was  leaving  it  but  for  a  very  brief  period — to  meet  a  crisis  which 
might  be  past  in  a  year  or  two.    I  once  had  to  consult  him  as  to  the  propriety 
of  one  of  our  friends  coining  forward  at  an  election  when  there  was  a  prospect 
of  his  having  to  retire  at  the  end  of  a  single  session.     I  asked  him  if  he  would 
approve  of  such  a  step,  and  his  answer  was :  '  Yes,  certainly.    Those  are  the 
terms  on  which  I  came  into  public  life.'     Nearly  fifty  years  went  by,  and  the 
call  of  duty  which  summoned  him  in  his  youth  was  only  superseded  by  the 
last  summons  that  comes  to  man.    In  the  next  place,  I  must  mention  his 
wonderful  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Empire.     This  lias  made  him  more 
than  a  Canadian  statesman.    It  has  placed  him  in  the  shrine  of  the  Empire's 
heroes.    When  he  died,  the  Queen  knew  that  her  wreath  upon  his  coffin 
covered  the  breast  of  as  faithful  a  servant  of  the  Crown  as  ever  lived  within 
her  realm  of  England.    The  thought  of  the  unity  of  the  Empire  was  bright 
within  him  when,  as  a  youth,  he  carried  his  musket  during  the  disturbance  of 
1837.    It  breathed  in  his  first  election  address  of  1844,  in  which  he  said : 
'The  prosperity  of  Canada  depends  upon  its  permanent  connection  with 
the  mother  country,  and  I  shall  resist  to  the  utmost  any  attempt  (from  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  come),  which  may  tend  to  weaken   that  union.'    It 
animated  him  to  the  close  of  his  life ;    for  in  the  great  political  struggle 
which  was  the  final  one,  he  spoke  of  '  This,  my  last  effort  for  the  vmity  of 
tlie  Empire  and  the  preservation  of  our  commercial  and  political  freedom.' 
He  endeavoured  to  stimulate  the  same  feeling  in  other  colonies,  and  to 
strengthen  British  connection  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire.    The  policy  ot 
uniting  the  provinces,  of  railway  connection  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  of  steam 
communication  on  both  oceans,  with  the  mother  country  and  with  other 
possessions  of  the  Crown,  all  went  in  this  direction.     Another  feature  of 
Sir  John's  character  that  we,  who  knew  him  best,  will  long  delight  to  remembtr, 
was  the  great  amiability  and  gentleness  of  his  nature.    His  patience  was  most 
remarkable.    We  know  how  he  was  daily  beset  by  cares  and  difficulties,  and 
by  the  worries  which  unreasonableness  and  selfishness  make  some  men  inflict 
v/ithout  necessity  and  without  a  thought.    It  sometimes  seemed  to  us  that 
kindness,  humour,  and  forbearance  were  the  only  shields  which  he  turned  to 
^uch  attacks.    He  made  all  possible  allowance  for  those  who  tried  his 
endurance,  and,  with  rare  magnanimity,  waited,  without  resentment,  for  the 
a^cond  thought  of  those  who  judged  his  actions  hastily,  when  a  sharp  reply 
would  have  been  given  by  most  men.    All  this  in  one  who  relished  the  fierce 
conflict  of  debate,  who  was  accustomed  to  ask  no  quarter  in  a  fight,  and  to 
(leal  hard  blows  at  his  adversary,  helps  greatly  to  account  for  his  wonderful 
success  in  dominating  his  party,  and  in  attaching  it  to  himself  as  no  party  was 
I'ver  attached  to  a  leader  before.    Everywhere  his  supporters  hesitated  to 
(disregard  his  slightest  wish — not  because  they  feared  him,  but  because  they 
loved  him.     It  used  to  be  a  popular  delusion  that  when  he  took  a  new  colleague 
lie  required  from  him  his  resignation  in  advance.     I  soon  found  that  when  he 
took  a  new  colleague,  the  new  comer's  relations  to  his  chief  were  controlled 
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by  ailection  and  not  by  command.  In  that  tic  lie  had  all  the  control  that  he 
needed  over  those  who  served  under  him.  Even  if  Sir  John  had  not  bci.ii 
a  statesman  of  such  a  high  order,  his  quality  as  a  parliamentarian  would  haw 
made  him  a  great  man.  He  was  a  parliamentarian  in  the  true  sense  of  tlii.' 
word — in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  has  been  applied  to  some  of  the  great 
men  who  have  adorned  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  lie  was  a  most 
vigorous  and  eflective  speaker.  Naturally  quick,  clear,  and  intense,  he  was 
full  of  earnestness,  which  went  farther  to  convince  and  persuade  than  eloquence 
generally  does,  and  his  tact  and  urbanity  in  debate  and  in  the  '  managuni^ut ' 
of  the  House  won  for  him  day  by  day  the  admiration  of  his  opponents  and  the 
unbounded  confidence  of  his  friends.  How  well  these  qualities  served  him 
can  be  appreciated  only  by  those  who  rcilect  on  the  difficulties  of  parliamentary 
life  in  Canada,  the  difficulties  arising  from  a  tendency  to  split  up  into  classes 
and  sections  in  consequence  of  race  feelings  and  of  sectional  interests.  In  his 
long  parhamentary  career  how  well  justified  are  those  words  of  his,  uttered 
long  before  its  close  :  '  I  know  that  in  the  long  career  of  jjolitical  life  I  have 
made  many  mistakes,  that  the  Government  of  which  I  am  a  member  has,  ot 
course,  made  errors  and  been  guilty  of  omission  as  well  as  commission ;  but 
I  can  honestly  say  that  ihe  desire  was  good  and  the  motive  good.' 

"  A  false  estimate  of  Sir  John's  character  is  formed  by  those  who  regan! 
him  as  having  been  selfish,  or  even  as  having  been  actuated  by  mere  love  oi' 
power.  It  was  truly  said  of  him,  by  one  who  could  well  describe  him, 
'  The  people  believed  that  Sir  John  sought  the  office  of  First  Minister  only 
that  he  might  best  minister  to  the  country,  and  the  peoi)lo's  judgment  was 
right.  It  was  not  an  oflicc  tb.at  a  self-seeking  man  could  have  kept  for  a 
single  session.'  Sir  John  himself  said,  more  than  thirty  years  before  his 
death,  '  If  a  man  desire  peace  and  domestic  happiness,  he  will  find  neither 
in  performing  the  thankless  task  of  a  public  ofticer.'  Again,  how  memorable 
are  those  words,  which  he  uttered  later  in  a  great  crisis  :  '  I  have  fought 
the  battle  of  Confederation,  the  battle  of  Union,  the  battle  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  I  throw  myself  upon  iho  House,  I  throw  mj'self  upon  this 
country,  I  throw  myself  upon  posterity,  i.  1  I  believe  that,  notwithstanding;' 
the  many  failings  of  my  life,  I  shall  have  the  voice  of  this  country  and 
this  house  rallying  round  mo.  And,  sir,  if  I  am  mistaken  in  that,  I  can 
confidently  appeal  to  a  higher  court — to  the  court  of  my  own  conscience  and 
to  the  court  of  posterity.  I  leave  it  with  this  House  with  every  confidence. 
I  am  equal  to  cither  fortune.  I  can  see  past  the  decision  of  this  House,  whether 
for  or  against  me,  but  whether  it  be  for  or  against  mo,  I  know,  and  it  is  \w 
vain  boast  for  me  to  say  so,  for  even  my  enemies  will  admit  that  I  am  ne 
boaster,  that  there  does  not  exist  in  Canada  a  man  who  has  given  more  nt 
hiii  time,  more  of  his  heart,  more  of  his  wealth,  or  more  of  his  intellect  ami 
power,  such  as  they  may  bo,  for  the  good  of  this  Dominion  of  Canada.' 

"^Ve  who  knew  him  well  know  that,  for  years  before  the  end  came,  lir 
longed  for  rest  and  retirement  ere  ho  should  reach  the  close  of  his  life.  I'uy 
after  day  was  filled  ly  unceasing  toil,  unwearying  watchfulness  and  paini'iil 
labours  at  details.    Night  after  night,  when  men  in  all  other  occupation- 
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were  enjoying  rest  in  tiieir  homes,  ho  was  at  his  work  in  the  House  ot 
Commons,  seldom  leaving  his  place  until  early  morning — often  the  last  to  leave, 
and  often  beginning  a  long  and  arduous  ellbrt  after  midnight.  This  was  not 
selfishness  in  a  man  who  had  sacrificed  wealth  and  honours  that  ho  might 
Iiave  earned,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  domestic  life,  which  he  loved 
fully  as  well  as  any  other,  and  for  which  his  whole  .lature  craved  when  he 
had  reached  the  three  score  years  and  ten.  It  was  not  mere  love  of  power 
which  kept  him  to  those  daily  and  nightly  tasks.  It  was  devotion  to  a  duty 
which  became  more  pressing  and  unavoidable  as  years  rolled  by.  He  could 
1)0  replaced  when  he  was  no  more,  but  while  his  services  could  bo  had  no 
man  co.dd  replace  him.  On  the  first  day  when  he  was  seized  Mitli  his  last 
illness  he  passed  out  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  afternoon,  and  beckoned 
me  to  follow  him.  We  went  to  his  retiring-room,  near  the  ^.hamber.  and,  as 
he  sank  into  a  chair,  he  told  me  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  some  aflection 
of  the  throat.  His  condition  was  too  plain  to  bo  mistaken,  but  I  tried  to 
cheer  him  by  speaking  of  his  need  of  rest,  and  of  the  desire  of  his  colleagues 
that  he  should  spare  himself  the  toil  of  attending  at  each  day's  session.  I 
shall  never  forget  his  words  as  he  turned  his  pallid  face  to  nic  and  sa.  1, 
'  It  is  not  that;  I  am  worn  out.'  He  knew  that  the  rest  for  which  he  had 
longed  in  vain  had  nearly  come,  but  that  he  must  meet  it  at  the  grave.  No 
doubt  he  had  a  love  of  fame — '  the  sovereign  passion  of  public  men,' — but 
what  public  man.  worth}'  of  his  calling,  is  without  it?  In  truth,  unselfishness 
and  devotion  to  duty  are  among  Sir  John's  highest  chitracteristics.  He  was 
iinibitious  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  ambitious  to  infuse  into  the 
minds  of  his  countrymen  sentiments  and  ideas  which  were  wider  than  the  issues 
(>f  party — ambitious  to  make  Canada  great — ambitious  to  silence  the  voice  of 
faction  and  the  noise  of  discord — ambitious  to  leave  this  country  and  the 
Empire  better  off  for  the  toils  and  sacrifices  of  his  life.  Ladies  and  gentlemen, 
I  have  performed  in  the  few  minutes  that  were  available  to  me,  what  1 
described  at  the  beginning  of  my  observations,  as  indeed  a  loving  task — it 
loving  task  because  wo  all  loved,  with  all  our  hearts,  the  great  man  whoso 
political  fortunes  we  followed,  whoso  political  principles  wo  believed,  and 
whc„3  statue  stands  unveiled  before  you  to-day.  But  as  I  have  spoken  of  this 
duty  to  you  as  a  task  of  love,  I  must  tell  you  that  it  is  a  task  of  sadness  too. 
because  in  recalling  him  to  memory  the  voice  of  alVt'ction  stirs  one's  heart  so 
ileeply  that  remembrance  of  the  past,  with  its  personal  leelings  and  personal 
afl'ections,  is  almost  too  much  for  the  man  who  has  this  duty  to  perform. 
Hut  how  much  sadder  is  the  task  made  when  I  recall  that,  though  but  a  little 
over  two  years  ago  we  laid  !iis  body  in  the  tomb,  this  afternoon,  in  tlie  city  of 
^Montreal,  the  grave  lies  open  to  receive  his  successor.  When  I  remember 
that  to-day  we  are  unveiling  the  statue  of  one  great  public  man,  and  at  this 
time  to-morrow  we  shall  be  laying  another  great  public  man — nnoth(>i- 
great  son  of  Canada — in  his  last  resting-place  upon  this  earth.  The  man  w\m 
succeeded  him  was  worthy  tn  be  his  successor.  Sir  John  .'Vbbott's  great 
i|ualitics  of  brain  and  heart,  his  great  qualities  of  stalesmansliip,  bis  great 
nliiliti«>s  and  great  desire   to  servo  this  country  will  never  be   thoioughly 
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understood  by  the  Canadian  people,  liecausc  1  ^irec;  as  First  Minister  wus 
BO  short.  But  in  remembering  tlie  services  of  le  t\\^,  in  remembering  tiio 
f?reat  characteristics  of  the  two,  in  remembering  the  great  love  for  Canaila. 
tlie  greac  attaciiment  to  Canada,  the  great  desire  to  serve  Canada,  of  the  two, 
and  tlie  great  devotion  to  British  coimection  of  tiie  two — I  say  it  of  tlie  lust 
as  well  as  of  the  first,  without  fear  of  contradiction  or  carping — the  great  love 
of  Canada  and  the  great  patriotism  of  these  men,  places  upon  us  who  have 
])ablic  duties  to  discharge,  eithi^r  in  conneotion  with  the  Ministry  or  as  simph' 
voters  arid  electors  in  this  country,  a  gi'eat  responsibility  which  wo  ought  to 
consider  well  tiiis  afternoon.  The  sight  of  that  statue  of  the  departed  leader 
in  your  public  place,  and  the  memory  of  the  man  who  succeeded  him  in 
pidilic  life  as  Premier  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada — the  memories  of  these, 
which  will  do  honour  to  this  country,  I  care  not  what  political  or  personal 
failings  they  may  have  had,  p'f.ne  upon  us  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on — 
you  as  electors,  us  as  public  .,ien — the  task  which  they  laid  before  them, 
and  in  the  execution  of  whicii  they  strove  with  the  genius  of  master  hands, 
guided  by  tl  -  inspiration  of  heaven  whicli  falls  upon  truly  patriotic  nie-i. 
I  thank  you,  citizens  of  Hamilton,  for  the  noble  work  which  you  have  done  i. 
erecting  the  first  stiitue  to  Sir  John  Macdonalii.  Addressing  this  vast 
assemblage  which  is  here  to  see  that  statue  unveiled,  I  beseech  you  that  you 
will  learn  by  looking  upon  tiiat  figure  the  lessons  which  he  whom  it  reprc 
sents  desired  tiat  his  countrymen  should  learn  and  should  practise  :  devotion 
to  the  in(  u'csts  of  Canada  our  country,  and  the  determina^'on  that  the  banner 
of  England  shall  continue  to  wave  over  this  country  as  long  as  time  shall 
last.  How  fortunate  .should  we  be,  how  fortunate  would  any  man  be,  could 
he  leave  as  his  immediate  successor  did,  'not  only  the  record  of  great 
achievements,  but  the  traditions  of  personal  atl'ection.  and  of  social  charm.' 
■Whether  this  may  be  our  reward  or  not,  let  us  steadfastly  pursue  in  the  future 
of  this  country  the  principles  of  the  great  men  whom  1  have  mentioned,  and, 
in  the  words  of  Lord  Rosebery,  in  unveiling  the  bust  to  the  late  Sir  John 
Macdonald  in  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul's :  '  Once  more  remember  our 
responsibility,  and  renew  the  resolution  that,  come  what  may,  we  will  nut 
flinch  or  fail  luidcr  it.' " 
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<;  TPE  nndersigned,  to  whom  was  referrea  a  communication  from  Doctor 
Hnrlbert  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  tlie  subject  of  the  spelHu-  of 
certam  English  words,  and  also  a  letter  from  the  Queen's  printer  in  reference 
thereto,  has  the  honour  to  report  :— 

"  That,  in  his  opinion,  the  o^ly  question  with  respect  to  the  spellin-  ot 
such  words  as  '  honour,' '  favour,'  '  labour,' '  hono.irable,'  and  the  like  is  what 
IS  the  mode  now  accepted  by  the  best  authorities  in  En-land ;  it  appears  to 
Inm  to  be  obvious  that  the  same  system  should  obtain  in  all  portions  of  the 
British  Empire. 

'-On  a  reference  to  the  best  dictionaries  and  encyclopaidias  now  in  use  in 

Iv-l-d.  ,t  will  be  seen  that  these  words  are  spelt  with  the  '  u,'  and  that  .such 

frm.  .n.'labor,"favor,"honor,'  'honorable,'  etc.,  are  apparently  confine.l 

0  u.c  >Tnited  States,  with,  the  exception  of  some  few  instances  where  thev 

have  been  a  .ipted  in  Canada. 

_  "  In  consequence  of  this  reference  the  undersigned  has  taken  occasion  to 
inquire  into  the  mode  of  spelling  these  words  in  ofRcial  and  legislative  use  in 
JMigland,  and  he  has  ascertained  that  the  '  u  '  is  in  all  such  cases  retained. 

"  The  undersigned  therefore  recommends  the  issue  of  instructions  to  the 
elTect  that  in  all  official  documents,  in  the  Canada  Oa-ette,  and  in  th,v 
Oominion  Statutes,  the  English  practice  be  uniformly  followt  1. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"John  A.  Macdoxam). 
"Ottiuva,  ^[iiy  30,  1890." 
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ArPEXDIX   XXXIII.     (Soe  p.  2S2.) 

"Montreal,  Oct  13,  1870. 

"  My  dear  Bernard, 

"  I  was  very  sorry  to  have  missed  yon  wlicn  in  Turonto,  but  I  only 
remained  over  for  one  day. 

"  I  have  no  present  intention  of  going  to  the  West  Indies.  The  fact  is, 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  know  what  to  do  about  the  sugar  duties, 
and  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  negotiation  without  a  fixed  policy  on  this  snliject. 

"  I  have  some  idea  of  going  to  England  shortly,  and  should  like  mucii  to 
go  with  you.  I  would  in  any  ease  advise  you  not  to  put  olY  sailing  too  lonj;. 
or  you  may  suffer  from  the  cold  at  sea. 

"  I  have  thought  for  some  time  of  writing  you  as  a  mutual  friend  tn 
ascertain  from  Sir  John  the  basis  on  which  he  would  wish  our  future  persoiuil 
relations  to  stand.  When  in  Toronto  last  .Tunc,  I  met  him  at  Macphorsoirs, 
and  he  almost  cut  me.  Of  course  I  infer  that  the  reference  I  felt  obliged  to 
make  to  his  position  i)i  my  letter  to  Mr.  Forricr  must  be  the  cause,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  I  am  sincerely  sorry,  if  I  have  wounded  his 
feelings  by  the  opinion  I  expressed  on  a  purely  public  subject.  lie  is,  how- 
ever, necessarily  the  only  judge  of  how  far  my  action  justifies  an  attitude  of 
personal  estrangement,  and  if  he  considers  that  it  does,  I  can  only  regretfully 
acquiesce.  Wil!  you  kindly  speak  to  him  and  learn  his  wishes?  If  he  should 
unfortunately  decide  on  the  rupture  of  our  former  friendly  relations,  be  good 
enough  to  say  to  him  that,  while  I  bow  to  his  decision,  it  will  in  no  respect 
impair  or  alter  my  own  recollections  of  our  past  friondsln'ii,  nor  my  wishes 
for  his  future  welfare. 

'•  Yours  sincerely, 

"  A.'t.  GAr.T. 

"  Colonel  Borniinl." 


"Toronto,  dctdlier  2;i,  ISTi!. 
"  My  dkau  Bi'.uxAKn, 

"As  Sir  Alexander  Gait  has  written  yon  with  regard  to  the  futun' 
personal  relations  between  him  and  myself,  I  desire  to  state  to  in'm  through  you 
exactly  how  I  feel  in  the  matter.  lie  rightly  sup|)oses  that  my  coolness  nt 
Macpherson's  was  caused  by  the  reiVroneo  wiiioli  ho  says  he  felt  obliged  to 
make  to  my  position,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ferrier.  I  did  not  then,  and  do  nm 
now,  see  that  he  was  at  all  obliged  by  the  circumstances  to  make  any  such 
offensive  reference. 
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,  OctlS,  187G. 


•onto,  but  I  only 


tiilx'v  2;i,  1S7(1. 


"IIo  could  liavo  indicated  liis  position  witli  suiriciciit  clearness  witliout 
doing  so,  more  especiallj'  as  he  liad  decided  tliat  that  position  should  bo  one 
of  inaction.  This  unnecessaiy  attack  (as  I  consider  it)  deeply  pained  me, 
coming  as  it  did  from  ono  with  whom  I  had  so  long  acted  and  with  whom  1 
had  so  lately  been  in  confidential  correspondence.  Tt  aroused  the  unrestrained 
indignation  of  my  friends,  all  of  whom  liad  beun  Sir  Alexander's  friends  and 
supporters  in  days  gone  by,  and  some  of  them  wiio  had  been  behind  the 
scenes  reminded  me  that  it  was  not  thus  that  I  had  acted  towards  him.  In 
18C)4  I,  with  my  colleagues,  deliberately  elected  to  f.  11  with  Sir  Alexander  on 
a  motion  specially  directed  against  himself,  wlien  it  was  quite  open  to  us  to 
have  taken  the  ground  that  the  act  complained  of  was  the  act  of  a  former 
administration,  for  which  the  then  existing  jMinistry  could  not  couslllutionally 
be  held  responsible.  English  precedents  were  placed  in  my  hands  establishing 
the  sufficiency  of  that  ground,  and  it  was  pressed  upon  mc  that  it  was  unfair 
to  those  of  the  Government  who  had  recently  joined  us  to  involve  them  in 
the  acts  of  a  former  Cabinet.  I  put  down,  as  my  surviving  coUeagtios  can 
attest,  any  attempt  to  make  Sir  Alexander  the  scapegoi.t :  and  I  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  preventing  the  point  from  being  raised  in  Parliament,  by 
declaring  there  that  we  were  a  band  of  brothers  resolved  to  stand  or  fall 
together.  Again,  in  18G5,  I  gained  the  undying  hatred  of  (J-eorgo  Brown, 
which  has  since  been  exhibited  in  every  possible  way,  by  sustaining  Sir 
Alexander  against  him  with  respect  to  the  Reciprocity  negotiations  at 
Washington.  It  had  come  to  be  a  question  which  of  the  two  should  retire, 
and  again  I  stood  by  Sir  Alexander,  when  a  contrary  course  would  jierhaps 
have  smoothed  my  path  in  Ontario  eve'-  since. 

"I  must  confess  I  was  quite  unprepared  for  the  letter  in  question,  and  I  lie 
more  so  that  Sir  A.  had  then  recently  both  personally  and  by  letter  expressed 
to  mo  his  regret  at  the  loss  the  Conservative  party  of  Quebec  had  sustauied 
of  a  leader  by  the  death  of  poor  Sir  (ieorgo  Cartier. 

"Now  Cartier  was  the  person  with  whom  Sir  "^.igh  Allan  had  primarily 
and  principally  to  do,  and  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  as  liable  to  Sir  Alexander's 
censure  and  to  political  ostracism  as  myself.  I  have  heard  Sir  Alexander's 
attack  on  me  truly  described  as  '  spitting  on  Cartier's  grave,'  and  I  cannot 
lielp  thinking  that  if  ho  had  been  alive  the  attack  on  me  would  not  have  been 
writ*  ,'n.  But  enough  of  this — liheravi,  nnimam  mcam, — and  having  done  so, 
all  I  desire  furtlier  to  say  is,  that  if  Sir  Alexander  pleases  we  can  mert  in 
friendly  intercourse  and  in  society  as  before.  The  wountl  may  be  considered 
as  healed  over,  but  the  scar  will,  I  fear,  remain  for  some  time. 


"  Yours  faithfulh 


'  II.  13uruanl,  E<([r. 


"  My  iw.Kv.  BEKXAnn, 


".buix  A.  j\lAri>nN-At,i). 


"Montreal,  OctMhcr  ;il,  ISTO 


"I  w.Ts  again  in  Toronto  when  vour^ 


'23rd  was  sent  here,  so 


did  not  set  it  in  due  course. 


'I  am  deeply  obliged  by  yoiu'  having  obtained  from  Sir  John  the  franl 
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statement  of  his  views  which  you  inclose.  Tiiough  much  pained  by  iiis 
reproaches,  which  I  think  are  undeserved,  still  I  feel  that  it  would  be  un- 
profitable to  discuss  their  propriety,  and  still  more  unsuited  to  my  present 
object,  to  revert  to  matters  in  which  I  have,  in  the  past,  felt  aggrieved  myself. 
The  only  point  on  which  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  is,  on  his  assumption 
that  I  had,  in  a  needless  and  uncalled  for  manner,  made  an  attack  upon  him  as 
a  public  man.  The  transaction  which  called  forth  my  remarks  was  so 
essentially  and  fully  a  p".')ject  for  discussion,  that  I  cannot  now  see  how 
reference  to  it  could  liave  been  avoided,  and,  in  saying  what  I  did,  I  carefully 
made  my  observations  apply  solely  to  the  political  bearing  of  the  matter. 
The  only  real  point,  tlierefore,  is  whether  I  might  not  simply  have  decliiieil  to 
become  a  candidate  for  West  Montreal  without  referring  to  the  position  of  the 
two  contending  political  parties,  and  on  this  point  I  will  say,  in  explanation, 
that  I  was  urged  by  both  sides,  but  principally  by  the  Liberals,  to  come  forward, 
and  was  led  into  a  correspondence  with  Holton  with  reference  to  my  deter- 
mination not  to  be  their  candidate,  which,  coupled  with  what  passed  with  the 
other  side,  made  it  necessary,  in  my  own  opinion,  and  that  of  my  friends,  to 
state  explicitly  the  position  I  occupied  towards  both.  So  far  from  seeking  to 
injure  Sir  John,  I  may  say  that  I  refused  to  come  forward  at  the  general 
election,  when  invited  by  at  least  two  Conservative  countie.'^,  because,  had 
I  then  done  so,  I  would  necessarily  have  felt  obliged  to  take  ground  calculated 
still  further  to  add  to  his  difficulties.  My  conscience  fully  acquits  me  of  all 
intentional  wrong  towau's  him,  .md  I  feel  quite  sure  that  he  caimot  seriously 
blame  me  for  holding  and  expressing  opinions  adverse  to  his  public  policy, 
when  called  upon  as  a  public  man  mys((lf  to  declare  what  I  thought. 

"  With  reference  to  that  which  Sir  John  says  about  Sir  George  Cartier 
I  will  only  say,  in  brief,  that  it  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me,  how  either 
of  them  (knowing  them  as  I  did)  ever  got  into  the  position  they  did. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  will  add,  that  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  meet  Sir  John 
on  terms  of  friendly  intercourse  once  more,  and  trust  that  the  present  soreness 
between  us  may  disappear,  imder  the  influence  of  a  wish,  I  hope,  on  both 
sides,  that  the  past  should  be  forgotten  as  well  as  forgiven. 

"  I  sail  for  England  with  my  daughter  Amy,  from  New  York,  on  the  11th. 
by  the  White  Star  Line.  My  business  will  tirst  take  me  to  Scotland  for  a 
few  weeks,  then  I  go  to  London,  and  I  have  a  vague  longing  to  come  home 
by  the  West  Indies.     What  say  y^"  ' 

"  I  wish  you  could  manage  to  sail  with  me  on  the  11th.  It  would  be  a 
real  pleasure  for  me. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"  A.  T,  Galt. 

"Cdlont'l  Bernnrd." 
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142,  143 

Carnarvon,  Lord,  corn.-pondence  with, 
on  subject-  of  ConfedL-ratiou,  i.  388, 
380  ;  letters  fo^  on  Home  Pido.  ii.  220, 
227  ;  on  Franchise  Act,  240,  247 

Caron,  II.  10.,  conducts  negotiations 
between  Drajier  Admiui-tration  and 
the  French  CaM.idians,  i.  40,  0.0 ; 
Speakcrof  the  L<  i;i-hiti\-e  Ctuniiil,  (V) 

Carruthers,  John,  opjioses  Sir  .Tnhn 
JIacdonald  in  KiuLjstiwi,  ii.  l-'cj 

Cartier,  Gcor;;o  Ltienne,  e.irly  hi^torv. 
i.  134,  135;  joins  MacNab-Taelu' 
GoTernment,  »6.  ;  becomes  Attorney 
General,  Lower  Canada,  l.')7  ;  Prime 
-Minister,  100;  resiy;n=  on  Militia  Hill, 


237  ;   joins  second    Tacbt'-^Iacd..nald 
Admini-fration,  2.')0  ;  member  Conltile- 
ration   Conference    at    Cliarlottetown, 
207,— at  Quebec.    208, —at  London, 
310;      cnrrespondence     \>\\\\     (ieorge 
Brown,  370,  371  ;  sworn  of  the  Privy 
Council     and    apiiointed    >Iini-ter    of 
Militia,   330;  d.  clines  C.]J.,   331  n. ; 
created  n  Ihrouct.  332,  ii.  48;   views 
on    acqni-iticin   of    Xorth-W<-t,    40; 
visits  F.iiLrland  on  Ilud-on's  Pay  Coni- 
jiany's  business  (1880),  48;  Leader  of 
the  House  of  Commons  (1871).  87,  8S  ; 
defeated  iu  Montreal  ]!a>t,   lo.'j,   150; 
elected  for  Prnveiicher,   150;    •roes  to 
Knjrland,    ih.;   last   illness,     157-150, 
325-328;  death,  ih.    Sir    John    Mac- 
donald's  euloiry  of,  i.  135-137.    Letteisi 
to,  217;  ii.  45,  40,  71,  134-138,  157, 
190-192;    letters  from,   i.   2.J0-252 ; 
ii.  40,  157,  15S 
Cartiir,  Josephine,  aiinoiineisher  father's 

death,  ii.  157.  15S 
Cathcart,  Pari,  appointed  admini>tralor, 
i.    41;    (iovenior    Otnei.il,    I'l.  ;    liis 
opinion  of  ]\Ir.  .^Iacd.lnald,  15 
Cauihoii,   Joseph,    join<    MacNali-Taelie 
Government,   i.    I'll  ;    resi;.,qis,    105  ; 
becomes    a   memlu  r   of   the   Cartier- 
]\l;icdoi!:tId   Administration,    23(1;   ap- 
jiointcd    lirst    Spiakir   of  the    Senate, 
ii.  0 
Cayley,  W.,  join-  Mr.  Draper's  fioviiii- 
nieiit,    i.    30;   Sir   John    ^l.icdonald's 

0]iillioIl     of,      l(i:),       210;      liielrlliir     ol 

various  Adiiiini>trafioii-,  123,  l.".l,  157. 
Letters  from,  51,  52 

Cliabot,  J.,  Comiiii-Moiirr  of  PiiMic. 
Works  in  MacNab-Morin  (ioviin- 
nieiit,  i.  12.'i 

Chandler.  K.  P..  i.  lOS 

('lia]iai~,  ,1.  ('.,  ('oliiini--ioii(  r  of  Publie 
M'orks  in  second  'I'acht'-M  anion, ild 
(;o\erniiient,  i.  25o  :  niemlier  (inebic 
Confiience,  208;  sworii  of  the  Pri\y 
Council  and  appointed  Mini-ter  of 
A?ricult'i!e,  330;  defeated  in  election 
(1807),  ii.  3  ;  called  to  the  Sen  ite,  ih.  ; 
retires  from  the  ^!ini>try,  155 

Cliarlottrtown  Conference,  i.  207 

C'liauveau,  P.  J.  0.,  Provincial  Secretary 
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fe-i'i,i: 


MacXab  -  Taclie    Administration,     i. 
123 

Christio,  David,  i.  77 

Civil  Siivice  Act,  first,  i.  IGj 

Clark,  Isabella,  Sir  John  Macdonald's 
first  wife,  Gl  ;  marriage,  ib. ;  illness, 
160,  IGl  ;  death,  170 

Clear-Grit  I'arty,  rise  of,  i.  73  ;  Conven- 
tion (18.')7),  lOi);  schism  in,  '211-214  ; 
Convention  of  (IS.VJ),  219 

Clergy  reserves,  explanation  of,  i.  74-70  ; 
debates  on,  80,  81,  90,  97,  115-117; 
secularization  of,  128,  12'J 

Coalition  of  18.54,  i.  122-128, 147,  148  ; 
of  1804,  258-200,  344-3.50 

Cockburn,  James,  Solicitor  General 
Upper  Canada,  in  second  Tache-Mac- 
donald  Administratiiiu,  i.  2.50  ;  member 
Quebec  Conference,  208 ;  elected 
Speaker  pf  the  first  IIouso  of  Com- 
mons, it.  0 

Colborno,  Sir  Juhii,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Upper  Canail.i,  nctioa  with  respect 
to  the  Clergy  lU  serves,  i.  7o 

Collins,  J.  E.,  "Lite  of  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald,"  i.  183  n. 

Coniimaiil  Itank,  lailiiro  of,  ii.  .5 

Confederate  Council  on  Commercial 
Treaties,  meets  at  Quebec,  i.  292 ; 
resolutions  of,  309 

Confed<.rati')ii,  outliiiu.l  by  Mr.  Gait  in 
18.3S,  i.  201;  Mr.  Miictl.uald's  view:, 
on,  in  1801,  228,  229  ;  aj,Mt'enient  with 
Mr.  Ihown  to  earrv,  3 1 1-350 ;  Con- 
ferencu  at  Chaihittetowii,  207,— at 
Quebec,  208 ;  subseiiueut  changes  in 
resolutions,  3.5.5-357  ;  resolutions 
carried  tlirough  Canadian  Legislature, 
279 ;  New  Ihunswick  elections,  i6.  ; 
co-operation  of  Nova  Soutia,  295 ; 
change  of  (iovernnu  nt  in  Xew  I?ruus- 
vvick,  290,  297  ;  Canadian  local  con- 
stitutiiiiis  298  ;  causes  of  delay  in 
negotiations,  300-309,  374-370  ;  dele- 
gation to  Kngland,  310;  evolution  of 
the  Itriti-li  North  America  Act,  311  ; 
Conference  at  Westminster  I'alace 
Hotel,  311-313,— resolutions  adopted 
nt,  377-380  ;  tiiu  Kingdom  of  Canada, 
313;  formation  of  tirst  Dominion 
Cabinet,  329,    330 ;    prodanuition   of 


Union,  331  ;  corropondencc  n  i 
to  Draft  IJill,  387-390  ;  proposed  <'...[., 
of  uniim,  390,  391  ;  admission  of  ttir 
North-AVest  Territories,  ii.  G4,— oi 
Ihitish  Columbia,  143-145,— of  I'rince 
Kdward  Mand,  140-148;  negotiatiuis 
with  Newfoundland,  145,  14 li 

Connolly,  Most  llev.  Thomas,  Anli- 
bishop  of  Halifax,  letter  to,  on  siiljjn  t 
of  D'Arcy,  MeGee's  assassination,  ii. 
12,  13 

Connor,  S.,  Solicitor  General,  Uppri 
Canada,  in  Urown-Dorion  Admini-tii- 
tion,  i.  189 

Corrigan,  Edward,  nuirdi  r  case,  can^o* 
defeat  of  ^lacNab-Tache  Government, 
i.  14.5-147 

Corruption,  charges  of.  ii.  250-253 

Cubau  Filibusters,  alfair  of  the,  ii.  l.'<9 


D 


Daly,  Dominick;  the  "porpctuil  v'lv. 
tary,"  i.  23,  30,  45 

Day,"c.   ]).,  i.   23;    membi'r    C.    1'. 
I^ailwMV  Commission,  ii.  174 

Defence,  (jutstions  of,  i.  2.'K>,  'I'u,  -^'', 
281  ;  ii.  219,  2Jit 

Dennis  .1.  S.,  ii.  53,  59,  00 

Dcpns-ion,  coiiiiuirciiil,  of  1857.  i.  1''" 

Derby,  Ladv.     See  Stanley  ol   I'lv-t  .i:. 
Lady. 

Derby,'  Lord.     SiV  Stanley  of  Tn-t-;). 
Lf."rd. 

Derby,  the,  in  1S(;5,  Sir  John  MacdonilT 
reminiscence  ol',  i.  2S.{,  2S1 

Dickinson,  (i.orge,  M.l'.,  ii.  292 

Dilke,  Sir  CliiiK-,  ii.  279,  2S0 

Divorce,  Sir  .'  ihu  Maiiloiiajd's  views   ' 
ii.  235,  23ii 

DoiioM,  A.  .\  lir-t  ilr(ted  to  I'nl'i 
nuiit,  i.  I'.'" :  nirinbi  r  of  tlie  S!  :' 
Admini^lniti'iM,  1S9;  jniiis  M.ml.'i. 
Sicott''  (i'lMrnnient,  243;  re-i,-;i- 
therefrom,  211;  re-enters  J.  S.  M.k- 
donald's  Cabinet,  248;  qiposes  Ci'ii- 
federa(ion,271,'.!7'';  niemh.  i  ••  IVi: ' 
Scandal"  Comniitlic,  ii.  105 
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rc>iinn(lcnrc  n!  ^ 
-390  ;  prctposcil  >[..'m 
II ;  ailini.ssiou  of  the 
riitorios,  ii.  61,— oi 
143-1  l.i,— of  I'riiKc 
40-148 ;  np;;otiatinii-; 
ml,  14'>,  14ii 
cv.  Tliomas,  Aruli- 
,  letter  t<>,  on  siil>jict 
;i;'s   assassiuation,  ii. 

itor   General,    I'ppir     i. 
i-Doriou  Admini^tra-      f 

i 

i 

murder  ca-jo,  caii-c<     * 
l)-Tache  Goveniiiieiit.     <, 

5of,  ii.  2.30-2o3  ' 

alfair  of  the,  ii.  1V,» 


I) 

llie  '•  perpetual  scriv- 
■l.> 

2;i ;    nu;iiil)i'r    C.     1'. 
;sion,  ii.  174 

of,  i.  'jiui,  'j:!;,  'i^'\ 

0 

,  .v.i.  CO 

il,  of  18.')7.  i.  ItiT 
^^t;lnley  of   l're-toi\. 

St:inloy  of  l'n-t.<:i, 

;iv  JolinMacdnii;ilir- 
i.  -js:), 'JSl 
M.l'.,  ii.  -I'y- 
ii.  'JT'J,  2S() 

M;inl.m;\ld's  vie\v<  ■" 

-t   I  111  ted   to   I'll'/ I 
nniil.ir  of  tlie  S!    :' 
ISII;  jnin-s  M.ud'ii, 
iiieiit!     -'43;      iv-i:- 

re.(uta^  J.  S.  M.i'- 
•J4S;  opposes  Ci'ii- 

7',i ;  niPiulii  I  ••  I'iiu!' 

till',  ii.  105 


"  Double  Majority,"  quc^fion  of,  i.  40,  i 
15C,  157,  178,  179,  18_',  2.".),  M.J         i 
"  Double  Shuflle,"  tlie,  i.  108--.>n4 
Doyle,    Lieutenant-Governor   lla^tinu'", 
correspondence  witli    Sir  Joliii    Mac- 
donald  re  Attt)rney-Grneral  Wiikius, 
ii.  299,  300  '  I 

Draper,  ^V.  IL,  accept-  office  under  I.ord  : 
Sydenham,    i.    23;    retirenuut.    20; 
becomes    leader  of    the    Govt  rnnieut 
under  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  30;  retires 
from  political  life,  50 ;  appointed  to  1 
represent  Canadian  Government  before  ' 
a  Committee  of  tlic  Imperial  lliiu~c  of 
Commons  re  Iludsou's  ]!ay  Company's 
claims,  103.     Sir  John   Macdonald's 
opinion  of,  60,  51 ;  letter  fmni,  40,  47 
Drinkwnter,   Charles,    Sir    John    Mao 
donald's secretary  (18C4-1S73),  i.  2S2  ; 
ii.  282,  283 
Dnimmond,  L.  T.,  his  attack  on  I.ord 
Metcalfe,  'i.   38   n. ;  member  of  dif- 
ferent Administrations,  87,   12:i,   134, 
189;   his  ojiinion  of  Geoiije  limwa's 
jiolitical  conr-e,  222 
Dual  lau_i;\mj;f,  (juistimi  of.  ii.  219 
l)\ilti  I  in,  tin  r.irl  of,  appi'intt  il  Govi  riiDi- 
General,   ii.    150;    Sir    John    Mac- 
donald's    relation-^    vvifli,    213,    214. 
Letter.- to,  li'.n    174-lSO,  237 
Dunkin,    ('liri-!"i'lKr,     sworn     of     tlie 
I'rivy  Couiii  il  ;ind  appointed  Mini-ter 
of  Ajrricultuie,  ii.  71 
Dunn,  J.  11.,  i.  23 

Durham,  Lord,  Aduiiiii-tr.ilion  of,  i.  18- 
23  ;  his  nport,  \h. 


K 


K1j;in,  Lord,  ii-imu-  the  Governor-hip 
of  Canada,  i.  4."i ;   a-viit-  ti>  Kebellinn 
Lo.^scs   Hill,   08;    abruiitly  prorii:;ius 
rarlianuiit,  117-120;  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald's  oiiinitm  of,  72 
Klliee,  Itiu'ht  Hon.  Ldwavd,  i.  190 
Kmpiro  Club  Dinner  (1884),  ii.  211 
Evanturel,     F.,     member     Macdnnald- 
Sieolte    Government,    i.    243,    248 ; 
withdraws  therefrom,  248 


Fabre,   Hector,  his  description*  of   Sir 
John   Matdonald,  ii.   199,  271,  272, 
285 
Feni.m  alarms,  i.  205,  298,  309,  310, 

327 
Fcr;,'U?-on  lilair,  A.  J.,  invited  by  I.oid 
Moiick  to  form  an  Administration,  i. 
255;  joins  Coalition  Government  in 
1800,  as  I're-ident  of  tiie  F.\etutivu 
Council,  290;  .sworn  of  the  I'rivy 
Council  and  appointed  its  I'rt-i'ltnt, 
330  ;  death,  ii.  7 
Fi-h,    Hamilton,   association    with,    at 

^Vashin-ton,  ii.  88-137 
Fi-hery  relations  with  the  United  State.*, 

history  of,  ii.  80-84 
Fi>hin;r  licences,  disconliimance  of  i-sue 

to  I'nited  States  li.-lurmeii,  ii.  S2 
Fleming',    Sandford,  his   opinion   as   to 
selection    of    route    of    Intircojoiii.il 
Hailway,  ii.  14 
Foley,  M.  II.,  nuiiilnr  of  the  lironn- 
Doiioii    Ailiiiiiii-tratioii,    i.    189       liis 
opinion  of    Mr.   M:ii  don  dil,   1'   n.  : 
forud   oiil    of    111!'   .^I:ll  don  iKl->ii  otte 
Ciovernnient.     248;     becomes    I'o-t- 
ma-fi  r    (lenei.il    in     Mcond    T.iilie*- 
.Matdonilil        Adniini-ti'.'tion,       '.'51;  ; 
resiuns  therelioin,  2iiO.    l.ettus  iioin, 
190  n.,  253,  ^'54 
Franchi-e  Act  of  1885,  ii.  245-24  7 
Fra-cr.  Sir  \Villi:iin,  ii.  205  n. 
Free  'J'rade,  Sir  Jolm  Mai(loMaM"s  views 

on,  i.  208,  209;  ii.  200,  201,  288 
French  Canadinns,  Sir  John  MaidonaM's 
views  rcspectiiij,',  i.  101  ;  ii.  248,  2!i(» 


Gait.  X.  T.,  ill  <  liiii  i  to  form  an  .\diiiiiii-- 
tration,  i.  198;  joins  ('artiir-M:ie- 
doniild  GoMrnimnt  in  185s,  'JOl  ; 
.advocates  a  ftdcial  union  of  llriti-h 
North  America,  204;  annoiuuis  pro- 
tective policy,  ih.,  205;  a^rain  Financo 
Mini-ter,  250  ;  member  Confediration 
Conferences  at  Charlottetow  n,  207,— nt 
Quebec,  208, --at  London,  310;  retires 
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from  Coalifion  !\[iiiistry  in  ISGC,  309  ; 
hworii  of  llio  I'rivy  Coiiiuil  ami  np- 
poiiitoil  Mini<tir  of  Fiiuuicc,  330; 
ilccliius  (!,!{.,  331  II.;  re-igiis  otliio, 
ii.  4,  (3;  dutliius  Nova  Stutia  Misr^ioii 
to  England  ill  ISGS,  24  ;  goes  into 
opposifioii,  71,  72;  appointoil  ]Iii;li 
Commissioner  for  Camidi.  282;  corn'- 
spondencc  with  Sir  John  Macdonuld 
in  187G,  3.30-3.52 

General  elections,  1814,  i.  31;  1847-18, 
59;  18ol,  89;  1851,  120;  18.57-jS, 
170;  ISGl,  2.30,  231;  18G3,  249, 
2o0;  18G7,  ii.  2,  3;  1872,  152-1.54  ; 
1874,  195;   1878,  202;  1891,  257 

Gibbs,  Tiiomas  Xieholson,  sworn  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  appointed  Secretary 
of  State  for  tlio  Provinces,  ii.  155; 
becomes  Minister  of  Inland  Ktvcnne, 
ib. 

Gildersleovc,  0.  S.,  correspondence  with. 
in  1857,  172,  i.  173;  oppo>osMr.  Mac- 
(lonald  in  Kin:;stnii  in  1803,  250 

Gladstone,  Ui;^ht  Hen.  W.  V,.,  condemns 
Reliellioii  ]iO"0s  IJill,  i.  G9  ;  ollVrs  .Sir 
John  :Macdonald  the  G.C.15.,  ii.  209  ; 
yiews  on  divorce,  235;  on  dual  lan- 
guage question,  219 

Globe,  'J'oronlo,  foundation  of,  i.  78 ; 
Anti-Catliolio  poliey,  79,  99  ;  attaiks 
on  Sir  Edmund  Head,  19G, — on  Sir 
Joint  Macdonald,  i.  199  n.,  212.  251, 
ii.  254,  255;  on  Judiciary  of  I'ppi  r 
Canada,  201 

Gordon,  Sir  Arthur,  opinion  of  Sir  John 
JIacdonald,  i.  IG;  hisanli-coni'ederate 
views,  ii.  144 

Governor  General,  Sir  John  Macdonald'.s 
views  on  revision  of  commissions  and 
in.sti  actions  to,  i,  390, — uii  oliice  of, 
ji.  242.  243 ;  personal  relations  with 
various,  i.  45,  72,  133;  ii.  15,  IG, 
1.50,  243-245 

Goveruor-G(  ni  ral's  salary,  attempte<l  re- 
duction of,  ii.  15-17 

Cowan,  J.  11.,  member  C.  P.  Railway 
Conmiission  (1873),  ii.  174;  letter  to, 
203 

Gowau,  0.  U.,  i.  47,  49,  51 

Grand  Cross  of  tho  Rath,  Sir  John  ^lat- 
(lonald's  investiture  with,  ii.  210 


I  Grand  Tnnik  Railway,  origin  of,  i.  lOS- 
1       110;  Government  aid  to,  ib.,  230 
Grant,  John,  i.  2 
Grant,  Margaret,  i.  2 
;  Gra'ivilie,   Earl,    opinion   of    Sir  Jolni 
Rose,  ii.  CG 
Gray,  J.  H.,  letter  to,  respecting  Con- 
federation, i.  2S0-2S2  ;  candi  late  for 
Speakership  tir.st  IIouso  of  Commons, 
:       ii.  G 

r  Grey,  Lord  de,  association  with,  on  Joint 
;       lligh  (Commissions  (1871),  ii.  85,  140; 
correspondence    with,    re    Treaty    of 
Washington,  317-323 


H 


Habeas  Corpus  Act,  suspension  of,  in 
18GG,  i.  298  n. 

Harrison,  R.  A.,  Private  Secretary  to 
Mr.  Macilomild  (1854-5^),  ii.  282 

Harrison,  S.  Ii.,  i.  23 

Hartmau,  J.,  i.  91  n. 

llaythorne,  R.  P.,  letter  to  Sir  John 
Macdonald  on  his  resignation  in  1873, 
ii.  195 

Head,  Sir  Edmund,  a-siiiiii  s  llietiovern- 
.lU'ut  01  Canada,  i.  133;  inthnacy  witli 
Sir  John  Macdonald,  i'l. ;  course  at  the 
'•  Double  Shullle,"  190,337-341;  lo-^ 
of  his  son,  217,  218;  succeeded  by 
Lord  Monck,  231 

Heath,  Chailes,  i.  lO 

Helmcken,  J.  S.,  letter  to,  ii.  219 

Herbert,  Aniieron,  letter  to,  on  snl)je(  I 
of  D'Avcy  McUee's  assassination,  ii. 
11,12 

llincks,  Francis,  defeated  in  Oxford  in 
1841,  i.  34  ;  joins  second  La  Eoutaine- 
Raldwin  Government,  G5 ;  becomes 
Prime  Minister,  87  ;  lailway  negotia- 
tions, 108,  109;  ditferences  with 
Joseph  Howe,  ib. ;  ii.  151;  defeat  oi 
his  Government,!.  121,  122;  justiliei 
the  Coalition  of  Me-srs.  MacNab  and 
Morin,  120;  appointed  Governor  of 
Barbados,  139;  returns  to  Canada,  ii. 
70;  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council  and 
appointed  Minister  of  Finance,  ib.,  314- 
31G  ;  rt'tiremeut  from  Ministry,  154  ; 
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way,  orijjiii  of,  i.  lOS- 
iit  aid  t«i,  i'6.,  230 

i.  2 

npiuioii    of    Sir   Jolui 

r  tn,  respect ino;  Con- 
I0-2S2  ;  caii'ii  iato  for 
.  IIuu?o  of  Cominoiw, 

iciation  with,  on  Joint 
ns  (1871),  ii.  8.5,  140; 
with,  re  Treaty  of 
1-323 


II 

ct,  su'spcnsiou  of,  in 

I'livato  Secretary  io 

18.31-oy),  ii.  2S2 

23 

u. 

,  letter  to   Sir  John 

s  resijjnatioa  in  1873, 

n-siMiius  tile  (ioveni- 

.  i;!3  ;   iiitMiiaey  with 

ilil,  ih. ;  eonr.>L^  at  tlio 

"  r.lG,  337-311;  Jo-- 

218 ;    succeeded  iiy 

.0 

tterto,  ii.  219 
letter  to,  on  snhject 
e's   a.-sai-siuatiun,  ii. 

.'featcd  in  0\ford  in 
second  La  I'"outaini.'- 
neuf,  Co ;  beconus 
i7  ;  railway  nej^ntia- 
;  ditferences  with 
;  ii.  15 1 ;  defeat  ol 
.  121,  122;  juslifus 
le.-srs.  MacNal)  and 
oiuted  Governor  of 
turns  to  Canada,  ii. 
I'rivy  Council  and 
of  Finance,  i6.,  314- 
roin  Ministry,  1(54 ; 


( 


Sir  John  MacdonaM's  opinion  of,  i. 
139;  ii.  151,  314,  315;  letters  from, 
16( 

Hoar,   Judge,   .\inerican  Coniniissionor, 
Joint  Ili^'h  CommisM'on  (1871),  ii.  88, 
120 
llolton,  L.    II.,  defeated  hy  >rr.  Jolin 
Kosc  in  Montreal,  i.  171 ;  nieniher  of 
the     Brown  -  Dorion    .\diuiiii>tration, 
189;   of  the   MaedonaM-Doriou   Ad- 
ministration, 248;  aiieedute  .if,  320  n. ; 
friendly  relations  with  Sii  Joiin  .Afac- 
donaUl,  ii.  78,  79 
Homo  Rido  for  Ireland,  Sir  Jolin  Mac- 
doniild'.s  plan    of,    ii.    222-227 ;    his 
course  in  Canadian  rarlianient  in  rela- 
tion to  question  of,  228-232 
Honours,  i.  331,  332;  ii.  23tJ-210 
Hopkins,  Caleb,  i.  77 
House  of  Lord,  ii.  234,  2;i5 
Howe,     Joseph,     railway    negotiations 
1852,  i.  108,  10!);   lieree  opp,,Mtion  to 
Confederation,   ii.   2;i ;    met  ting  witli 
Dr.  Tnpper  in  Londnn,  25.  2('.,— with 
•Sir  J(din  >[  uilonaM  in  Halifax,  28-31, 
— subsciiuent  correspondence  with  Sir 
John  ^lacdonahl,  301-311;  sworn  of 
the   I'rivy   Coiim  il    iiml  app.iiiitnl  if. 
I'resident,  37;  viMt-;  Fort  Garry,  51, 
52;  lecture  before  Y.M.f'.A.,  Ottawa, 
151,     324;      appointed     ja'euttnant- 
Governor  of  Xova  Scotia,   155;    his 
railway  predictions,   1(;2  n.      Letters 
to,   28,    29  u.,    301-300,    308,   300; 
letters  from,  51,  52,  302,  303,  30G- 
308,  309-311 
llowland,    W.    v.,    joins    Maedonald- 
Sicottc  Government,  i.  243  ;  becomes 
a   member   of   the    Macdonald-Iirown 
Government,    273;    memlKr    London 
Conference,  310;  sworn  of  the  Privy 
Council    and    appointod    ^Minister    of 
Inlaud  llev(nue,  330;   created  C.U., 
331   n. ;    bis   version  of  the  eircum- 
stanees    that   led    to   appointment  of 
Messrs.  Morris  and  Aikins  to  Cabinet 
office,  ii.  C8  n. ;  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Ontario,  ib.    Letters  to,  i. 
289;  ii.  68,09;  letter  from,  G9 
Hudson's  Hay  Company,  C.  J.  Draper's 
mission  to  England  re,  i.  163;  cha- 


racter of  Company's  claim,  ii.  40-42, 

negotiations  for  its  extinction,  39,  40, 
49  ;  half-breed  rising,  i>j. ;  acceptance 
deed  of  surrender,  i6. 
Huntingdon,  L.  S.,  moves  for  Committee 
of  Inquiry  into  granting  Canadian 
I'acifie  Railwav  contract  (1S73),  ii. 
1G4,  329 


I 


Imperial  Federation,  Sir  John  Mae- 
donald's  views  on,  ii.  215 

Interc.donial  lJailw:'.y,  early  history  ol. 
i.  lOG-108 ;  negotiations  for  con- 
struction of,  in  1857,  1 30,  167 ;  legi-;- 
lation  respecting,  ii.  G,  7  ;  stlection  of 
route  (1808),  i;i,  14 

"Inter-Imperial"  trade.  Sir  John 
Macdonald's  viuws  on,  ii.  210-219 


•'.'"iiit     au'horify"     selirme    of     Mr. 

Ihown,  i.  220 
Jones,  I).  Ford,  defeats  A.  N.  Uichards 

in  South  Leeds,  i.  254 
Jmlicial    appointnnnts   Sir   .b'lin    Mae- 

doiKiM's  coiuirn  for,  ii.  72-75 


E 


Kenny,    Edward,   sworn    of   thu    I'rivy 
Council     and      a])pointrd    Kiceiver- 
General,  i.  330;  administrator  of  tho 
Government  of  Xova  Scotia,  ii.  79 
Kingdom  of  Canada,  the,  i.  313 
Kiniocli,   Harry,   Sir  John   MaedonaM"s 
Private  Sieretary,  1878-1N80,  ii,  283 
Knighthoods  Colonial,  ii.  2:)0 
Knutsl'ord,  Lord,  litters  to,  i.  312,  313; 
ii.  230 


h 


Labergc,  C.  J.,  Solicitor-General  for 
Lower  (Canada  in  Jtrown-Oorioa 
Administration,  i.  189 ;  qairrels  with 
Georgo  iJrown,  212-214 
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Iji  Fonlaiiir,  L.  II.,  fir>t  Mini^tiy,  i. 
2C ;  ccconcl  >fiiii-try,  Co;  ntirinunt 
from  i)oliti(';il  life,  8G  ;  tliaracter,  ib. 

I^an^evin,  II.  L.,  moves  want  of  cnti- 
fitlcncp  motion  a;;ainst  llrown-Dorion 
A(lniini>tration,  i.  100;  Suliiitur- 
Gcncral  for  Lower  Canada  in  ficroml 
Tacli«5-Macdonal(l  Govirnnunt,  250 ; 
namlHT  Confederation  Conferences  at 
Charlottetxwn,  2G7,— at  Qneluc,  208, 
— at  London,  aiO ;  sworn  of  the  I'rivj 
Council  and  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  of  Canada,  330 ;  annonnces  Sir 
John  Macdonald's  death  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  ii.  2G3 ;  sjieeeh,  337, 
338 

Lnnsdowne,  ^laiquis  of,  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald's  opinion  of,  ii.  2-H  ;  farewell 
letter  from,  2-1 1,  24.5.  Letters  to,  23S- 
242 

Laurier,  Wilfrid,  speech  in  llou-c  of 
Commons  on  occasion  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald's  dt;ith,  ii.  330-342 

Legislative  Council,  made  electiro,  i. 
1G3,  277 

JiCmieuv,  Francois,  joins  MacNah-Tache 
Government,  i.  134  ;  niemher  of  the 
IJrown-Dtiriiin  Adniini^tratinn,  180 

Leslie,  Jaiiitp,  i.  0-3 

Lieutenant  CioveriiMrs,  jmwer.s  of,  i.  27-3. 
297,  208,  3.54  ;  precedi  iice  of,  ii.  240- 
242,— of  retired  (iovennas,  211 

JJsgar,  Lord,  Sir  Jolm  Maidiinald't 
opinion  of,  ii.  1.50.  Letters  to,  G.'!,  83, 
SG,  87,  143- 14G,  loG,  222-'.'2r,,  207, 
208 

Local  Legislatures,  powers  of,  i.  2G0, 
270,  272,  3.51-357,  382,  3;s;!.  ;J80 

Loranger,  T.  J.  J.,  joins  ]Maediinald- 
Cartier  Adiiiiin'stration,  i.  100 

Lome,  Marquis  of.  Sir  John  Macdnnald's 
relations  with,  ii.  244.  ],tlters  to,  220, 
237,  240 

Lnx'U'.,  CipIoikI,  C.l!.,  nil  nibei  Mililin 
Commii^iou  (1SC2),  i.  2oG 


M 


■'!     .'.iii"]i!,  Alexander,  i.  2 
Macdonald,  Annie,  i.  2 


M.icdonald,  Donald,  i.  2 

Macdonald, illelen  (Sir  John  Macdonald'^ 
mother),  marriage,  i.  2  ;  Sir  John'> 
letters  to,  12-1,5,  C3,  100-102,  177, 
178;  death.  241 

JIacdonald,  Hugh  (Father  of  Sir  John 
JIacdonald),  hirth,  i.  2  ;  nutves  to  Gla- 
pow,  i5. ;  emigrates  to  Canaila,  3 ; 
business  reverses,  ih. ;  death,  ib. 

Macdonald,  Hugh  John,  birth,  i.  01,  01 

Macdonald,  Isahclla  (Sir  John  Mac- 
donald's  aunt),  i.  2 

Macdonald,  L-^ahcll.i  (Sir  John  Mac- 
donald's  first  wife).  See  Clark,  Isa- 
bella. 

Macdonald,  James,  i.  3 

Macdonald,  Jane,  i.  2 

Macdonald,  Jean,  i.  2 

Macdonald,  John  (grandfather  of  Sir 
John  Macdonald),  i.  1,2 

Macdonald,  John  Alexander,  the  lUglit 
Hon.  Sir,  hirtli,  i.  3  ;  parentage,  ib.  ; 
cmharls  for  Canada,  ib.  ;  boyhood, 
4-G  ;  youth,  i',.  ;  studies  law.  0,  7  ; 
admitted  to  prartite.  8  ;  (ir>t  ea-e  in 
court,  ib.  ;  serves  in  the  Keliellion  ol 
1837,  ib.  ;  defence  of  Von  Shoult/, 
0-11  ;  vi-its  Kngland,  12;  Ktlrr  to  hi- 
niotlur,  12-15;  forms  a  jiartiit  r.-liiii 
witli  .Mr.  A.  CamphiH,  IS;  el(i(,i1  to 
Kiug.-.ton  CityCouniil,  ib.  ;  (ilitrrdre- 
l)resiiitatiou  of  King-tnu  in  (lie  Legis- 
lative A-eml>ly  (1814),  32:  lUili-li  eoii- 
neetiou,  ib.,  71,  318,  31',);  ii.  220. 
221,  200,  201,  330;  iir-t  elceli-ii 
address,  i"'..  ;  M.]'.]'.  for  Iviig-t'in,  31  : 
fir.-t  vote  in  I'arliaiiHiit.  30;  fir.-l 
speech,  42;  recoiiuiii  ml'  1  by  Mi 
Draper  for  Cahinet  oflli . ,  -i:;;  ).,,!,! 
Catluarfs  opinion  of,  •!  I  ,  jniu-  (! 
Draper  Administration  .••-  lleeuwi 
Giinral,- 40 ;  views  on  tlie  I'nivii- 
."■ity  qu.  (i..M,  .51  :  opinl.iii  o|  Lisho;' 
Straclian,  i'j.  ;  re-eliitul  toi  Jui,'j.-|i,ii, 
oO  ;  resigns  etliK,  ih.  ;  jirivate  aliair-. 
CO  ;  first  marriage,  01  ;  literary  ta>tes 
i6. ;  ii.  270,  271  ;  home  letters,  C2- 
C5,  100-102,  210,  237,  284,  201, 
310,  317,  318,  310;  ii.  77;  views  on 
Rebellion  Losses  liill,  i.  CO,  0"  ;  on  the 
Uritish    America   League,    "1,     72  ; 
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Sir  John  MardonriM'^ 
,'(',  i.  'J  ;  Sir  Jolin'> 
,  C:5,    ICO-IG.',   177, 

(Father  of  Sir  Jolm 
1,  i.  2  ;  moves  to  Gla- 
rates    to    Caiiatla,  3 ; 
,  ib. ;  (Iratli,  ih. 
Fohii,  biifli,  i.  CI,  Gl 
la    (f>ir    John    Mac- 

2 

lii  (Sir  John  Mac- 
I'e).     See  Clark,  Isa- 

i.  3 
2 

.  2 

(j,'ran<l  father    of  Sir 
),  i.  1.2 

Alexaiulrr,   tlip  Rii,'ht 
i.  3  ;  j)arentai,'e,  ib.  ; 
aiiada,    ib.  ;    Ijcjyhooil, 
;  stiiilifs  law.  C,   7  ; 
ftice,  8  ;    rir>t  ta^e  in 
[>s  in  the  liehi'llion  <>t 
nrc    of  Von  Slioult/, 
hniil,  1-J;  Idl.r  tolii- 
forms   a  ])arln(r.shiii 
ijihcH.  IS;  cli.tci^  1m 
nun  il,  i''.  ;  ol'u  icd  rc- 
iii;;-tiiii  ill  (hi-  l.ii;!-^- 
Sll),  3'.':  llriti-li  eoii- 
31S,    3i;i;    ii.  '220. 
330;     iir-t   (Ictli'ii 
,1'.  forK'ii,--lon,  31  ; 
ariianu  iit,    3lJ  ;     fir.-t 
■lomnit ml' ■!    h\     Mi 
nut  (>flii  r,  -ri ;     l.ovi! 
Ill   of,  11  .    joiii-    11' 
tiatioii     1.-    ]li(<  i>  ■  1 
ws    on    tlie  I'liivii- 
;  o|iii,l.';i  I, I    I'.i-hi';- 
-llt(  li  ll  111  Jui.'.-.-|nii. 
i'''.  ;  ]ili\ali'  aliail-, 
I',  01  ;  litirary  ta-tv. 
;    liomc  letters,    62- 
10,     •237,   284,    '2'M, 
Ut;  ii.  77 ;  view.-s  on 
liill,  i.  CO,  07  ;  on  tlu- 
League,    71,     72  ; 


personal  relation-  with  Govrinors,  72, 
133,  134  ;  ii.  l.j,  10,  l.JO  ;  oft.rs 
Chief  Ju-tiit-^hii)  to  ]{ol.iit  Jialdwin, 
85;  general  chdion  (isll),  81).  00; 
opposition  to  lliiK  k»-Morin  Adiiiiiii-- 
f ration,  9'),  110,  US;  jilaii  of  ram- 
paign,  18.54,  100-104  ;  attitiid.' toward- 
the  French  Canadian-,  •JJJ-Ji4  :  ii. 
•.'48,  '290;  towards  Sir  Allan  Ma.  X;d., 
i.  103,  151-1.>1,  333,  331  ;  a(  lion 
respecting  aid  to  Grand  Trniik  jtaii- 
way,  111,  230  ;  coalition  of  KS.J4,  1JJ-. 
128;  becomes  Attoiney  Gum rrd  Tpinr 
Canada,  122  ;  views  on  Srciilari/aticii 
«if  Clergy  Reserves,  70,  00,  110,  12S- 
130;  eulogy  of  Sir  (Jcorge  C'artin-, 
135-137;  opininti  of  Sir  Francis 
llincks,  130;  ii.  1.51;  quarrels  with 
George  Itrown,  i.  141  ;  piMiitiiitiary 
charges,  «6. ;  passage  iit  arm-  w  itli 
Colonel  llankin.  1  2-14>  ;  n -igns 
oflice,  150  ;  view-  ou  doulile  inajurity 
question  ih. ;  a—i-l-  at  formation  of 
first  TiuiiO-Macdon.ihl  Adiiiiiii-tratinn, 
157;  visit  to  Kiiglaml  (IslT;,  li'O; 
beci  mcs  I'riine  Mini-ti.r,  107;  rt  (.in- 
struction of  Cahimt,  100;  death  of 
Mrs.  Maidoiiald,  KC-;  defeat  on  tlic 
scat  of  Governnicrt  qut-tion,  ISO; 
resignation  of  Mini-try,  1S7  ;  return  to 
ofliee,  100;  afliiir  (If  tlic  '•Doulilc 
Shufile,"  200-204  ;  views  (,n  jirottr- 
lion,  42,  208,  200;  ii.  200,  201,  2SS, 
289;  wish  to  retire,  i.  177,  200,  2.')0 ; 
ii.  20,  181  ;  narnnv escape fmm  drown- 
ing, i.  215,  210,  tend.>rs  re-igiKitidii 
of  his  (illice,  217  ;  Orange  dilliciilty  in 
connection  with  I'rince  of  ^Vall■s'  vi-it, 
224-228,  342,  343;  g(neral  iledioii 
(1801),  230,  231  ;  views  cm  ('(^ikd,  ra- 
tion, 22S,  229  ;  on  niiivei-al  sutn.ig.\ 
228,  247,  27S;  defeat-  Mr.  Oliver 
Mowat  in  King-ton,  230,  2:;i  ;  corie- 
.•■liondeiu'e  with  Cliaiicellor  liiake,  232, 
233  ;  defeat  on  Militia  Dill,  230,  237  ; 
resignation,  ib.  ;  chath  of  hi-  mother, 
241  ;  visitf;  Kngland  (1802),  ib. ;  returns 
to  Canada,  242  ;  defeats  .Macdonald- 
Sici»tte  Admini-tration,  245,  240 ; 
general  election  (1S03),  240,  250;  again 
returned  for   Kingston,    250 ;    stumps 


Tpprr    Canada    ngain-t    Macdonrdd- 
Jiorion    Governnn  lit,    254,   255;    en- 
]       Mires  its  <!if(at,  255  ;  again  .Vttuniey 
(Jciieral,     255 ;     second     T.o.he-Mac- 
doiiald  .Mini-try  deflated  in  I'arli.munt, 
I       257  ;     deadlock,     ib.  ;    coalition    witli 
i       Gdirge  lirown,  25S,  344-350  ;  ncknow  - 
I       ledgnunt    of    Mr.    Ifrown's   patiiofii; 
conr-e,    259    n.  :     cITort-     to     Mciire 
I       flection    of    ^Villiam     M(l>on..Mll    in 
I       North  Ontario,  200-205  ;  inrs'iiial  re- 
I       l.ition-with  Mr.  Itrowii,  205;  ntt.  ml 
('onfederatioiiCoiifereiuesat  ('harl"ttc- 
town  and  (iuchcc,  207,  2GS,— fpC(oli  at 
latter,  20S-27O  ;   "coiiip,"*  "  with  I>r. 
I       'J'upjur,    271,    272  ;    opinio ,     f    Mi. 
j       'I'illey,  27.3;   views  on  extreisc     f  par- 
1       dolling  jiower,  275;   prefeiiiice  for    a 
l.egi-lative  to  a  Fede   i     rniou,  275, 
!       270;    views     on    con-iitutioii    '^f    t! ' 
j       Senate,  27C,  277,  3SS,  3S0  :  i     235  ; 
j       of   til'    lloii-c   of    Coiiinu  V-,  I.    277, 
j       278;  on   the  framhi-e.  27^.   11.  2l-'i- 
I       247:   vi-it>    Knu'laiid   (lSti5;,  i       'n.!- 
'       2M  ;  theDerhyof  isC.'.,  •.•s:i  .  l>  ''  1.. 
(it  (»\fnid,  2S4  :  inviti.'  hy  l.oi.l  Mmuk 
to  form  a  Government  on  death  (^f  Sir 
K.   ]'.    Tai  lie.  2^5;    ri  in  wal    of  coiili- 
ti"ii  with  Mr.  Dii.uii.  2Mi,  30.'-:i'^,— 
it-  riiptiip  .  2S7-2!'ii,  202-204  ;  invil'  ■ 
Mr.    lloukuu!    \»   take    Mr.    lii.wii'- 
jdace  on  lattei's  n  -igiiation,  2,so.  200; 
corri  -jMiiuUnce,  ;v  {'onfeilerati"n.  v  ith 
Mr.  Tilley,  200,  •207,  30.)-;j0.1,  32'i.— 
with  Lord  Montk,  200-303,  310,  :!2i), 
3S7,  380-392,— with  Lord  Cariiarvnu, 
388,  380  ;    Fenian  inva-ion,  205,  V'.'S, 
300,  310,  327  ;  clcct(d  chairiiiaii  Lon- 
don Coiilereiice,  310  ;   the  Kiiigil"iii  ol 
Canada,   3l;i  ;    second  niariia.'C,   JUl, 
315;  lii-t  met  ting  witli  Mi-s  rmiaid, 
315;    (ir-t  audieiid'  with  the  tiueiii, 
318,  31'.i  ;  iiitni-ted  with  foiniatiou  of 
Iir-t    llniiiinioii    Cahiiu  t,    ;>10,     320; 
loyal  ailhereiice  to  the  Co.ilitioii,  322- 
324  ;  relations  witliimlitical  op|iiincnl-, 
232,  245,  240,  2s0,  325-327  ;  Caliinet- 
making,     32S-331  ;     sworn    of    l'ri\y 
Council    and    appointed    Minister    of 
Ju-tice,   329;   created   K.C.U.,    331; 
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on    tenure  of    Privy    Councillor,   ii. 
3,   4;   friendship  for  T.  I).    McGee, 
8-13;  the  Intercolonial  Itaiiwayrriute, 
13-15;    opposes    reiluction    Governor 
Generurs  salary,  15,  IG  ;   concern  for 
success  of  new  constitution,  10,  20,  29S; 
thinks  of  enterincf  Ontario  Lei^islature, 
20;  visits  Xova  Scotia  (18CS),  23,  29  ; 
niectin!^  with  5Ir.   Howe,  ib.  ;  report 
to  Lord  Slonck  of  his  nii^sion,  29-3 1, — 
subsequent  correspondence  with   -Mr. 
Howe,  301-311  ;  views  as  to  ncijuisi- 
tion  of  tho  Xorth-"\Vcst  in  1SG5,  43, — 
in  18G7,  4t  ;  advice  to  Hon.  ■\Villiain 
McDougall    on    his    appointment    as 
Lieutenant    Governor    North  -  West 
Territories,    62-55 ;    opinion  of    Mr. 
McDougall's    subsequent    course,  59, 
60  ;  his  views  as  to  the  orijo  mali,  52  ; 
declines  to  accept  Tcr.itory  until  peace- 
able possession  can  be  given,  5G-.58  ; 
introduces  tho  Manitoba  IJill  into  tho 
House  of  Commons,  G3  ;    reconstruc- 
tion of  Dominion  Cabinet  (1808-09), 
C5-70  ;  entrance  of  Messrs.  Morris  aud 
Aikins,  G8 ;  offers  Sir  Francis  Hincks 
portfolio  of  Finance  Minister,  70,  71  ; 
reasons  therefor,  314-310;  opinion  of 
Mr.   Gait's  course,  71,  72;  Sir  John 
Macdonald  as  a  law  maker   and   law 
reformer,    72 ;     introduces    Siipniin' 
Court  liill,  it). ;  charactir  of  his  ap- 
pointments to  the  liiiich,  73  ;    otfirs 
Chancellorship    of    Ontario    to    Mr. 
Edward  lilake,  75;  illness  of  (1870), 
7G,  77  ;  tho  fisheries  question,  80-8 1  ; 
Treaty    of  "Washinj^ton,    1S71,  curn- 
spondenco'v,  85-140,  148,  149,  317- 
323;  opinion  of  American  StiUcsnuii, 
12G  n.  ;  of  Sandtield  Macdonald's  di.'- 
feat,  142,  14C;  efforts  to  secure  admis- 
sion into  Union  of  Uritish  Coluinliin, 
143-145;  of  Newfoundland,  145,  140; 
of  I'rinco   Edward   Island,    140-148; 
general    election  of    1872,    150-153, 
182;  defeat  nnd  death  of  Sir  George 
Cartitr,   155-159  ;   decorated  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  159  ;  summoned  to  the 
Imperial  I'rivy  Council,  100;  nctivi  s 
a  testimoni  il  from  his  ndmirei  -,  i'j. ; 
resolve'     on   the  eon-truction   ot   the 


Taeific    Railway,     1G2;     the    racifio 
"Scandal,"   1G4-19G;  explanation  of 
the  prorogation  on  tho  13th  August, 
1873,  1G7-173;  letter  to  Lord  Duffcr- 
in,    174-189;    speech  in   Parliament, 
193,   194  ;   resignation,   195 ;  restora- 
tion  to    power,     202;    tho    National 
Policy,    200-203;    visit    to    England 
(1879),  203  ;  estimate  of  English  stales- 
men,  ib. ;  sworn  of  the  Imperial  Privy 
Council,  i6. ;  visit  to  Ilughendeu,  204- 
20G  ;  letter  to  Lord  Beacousficld,  207- 
209  ;  offer  of  G.C.B.,  209  ;  visits  the 
Queen  at  Windsor  Castle,  210;   visit 
to  Sandringham,   211;    dinner  at  tho 
Peacousfield  Club,  ib. ;  banquet  at  the 
Empire  Club,  i6. ;  offer  of  LL.I).  from 
Cambridge    University,   212   n. ;    the 
Canadian    Cardinal,    212,   213;    Im- 
perial Federation,  214-210;  inter-Im- 
perial trade,  215-219,~corre>pondeni.c 
with   Uiglit   Hon.  W.   H.  Smitli  re, 
217,  218  ;  Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  221- 
227;  liioameralsystrm,u33,234  ;  lldii-.' 
of  Lords, 234, 235  ;  divorce, i'j.  ;  hnnoiu-, 
230-240;    precedence,  240-242,   3:;ii, 
331  ;  olllce  of  Governor  Gemral,  242, 
243  ;  female  suiFiii'.,'f,  247  ;    Manitolii 
Separate  Scliools,  2  IS,  21!) ;  eliain.s  i.i 
corruption,  250-25'i:  new. -]):q)er calum- 
nies, 253-255  ;  vi-it  to  I'linei'  Uilwaid 
Island,   25()  ;  (o  Xo\a  Scdtia,  i'>.  ;  to 
New  IhiMHwiek,   i'j.  ;  general  eleefion 
(1891),  257,  258;  hnt' addre-s  to  the 
))cople  of   Canada,    ;!.'!2-3:i0 ;    failing 
healtli,    25S.   259;    la4  ilhuss,   200; 
death,  201 ;  univtr-al  mourning,  202  ; 
tho  Queen's  letter,  i'j.;  stale  funeral, 
203,   204  ;    unviiling  of  bust  in   St. 
Paul's   Cathedral,  204  ;    Sir  John  in 
his  olllce,  208 ;  homo  life,  2G9,  27!' ; 
affection  for  his  d  jighfer,  ib. ;  nmu-e- 
ments,  ib. ;  I'arii  i'u<  utary  dinners,  27 1  ; 
anecdotes,   272,  27') ;    birthdaj   obser- 
vances,   273  -27ii  :    physical    courage, 
;    devotion  ol   his  followci-. 


270,   2 

277  ;  King>lon  associations,  278  ;  re- 
semblance to  Lord  Iteaconslield,  279, 
2S0  ;  "Old  Tn.iie.rrnw,"  280  ;  "no 
re^entnuid-,"  'Jf)l,  282  ;  juivate  secre- 
taries -'*<-.  283  ;  Sir  Jolm  in  Parlia- 
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ment, 281-286 ;  his  political  consi-^t- 
ency,  287-291  ;  graver  moments,  292, 
293  ;  character,  291,  29.> 

Macdonald,  John  A.  (infant  son  of  Sir 
John  JIacdonald),  i.  61,  02 

Macdonald,  John  Sandiield,  tleettd 
Speaker  Legislative  Assendtly,  i.  91  ; 
speech,  prorogation,  of  June,  IS.jI, 
119  ;  declines  seat  in  Jlacdonald-Cartier 
Government,  180;  member  Brown- 
Dorion  Administration,  189 ;  forms 
alliance  with  Mr.  Sicottc,  229 ;  Prime 
Minister,  243;  defeat  of  his  Govern- 
ment, 246;  reconstruction,  2 10-2  IS  ; 
resigns  ofllce,  2.55  ;  opposes  confedera- 
tion, 271,  279;  first  Premier  of 
Ontario,  ii.  20  ;  Ids  adnunistration,  ib. ; 
dis.sohitiou  of  Ontario  Legislature,  111; 
defeat  of  his  Government,  142.  Letter 
to,  i.  179 

Macdonald,  Lady,  marriage,  i.  311,  31.) ; 
her  devotion  to  Sir  J<iliu  Matdniiald 
during  illness  of  (1870),  ii.  70,  78  ; 
letter  to  the  Queen,  203 ;  eunohle- 
nunt,  ib.  Sec  also  Bernard,  Mi-s;  u^,. 
Macdonald  of  Karii-iIiliV'. 

Macdonald,  Louisa  (si>ter  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald),  birtli,  i.  3;  lettei>  ti>, 
284,  291,  310-319 

Macdonald,  Margaret  (si-(er  of  Sir  Joliti 
IMacdoiiald,  wife  of  IVofe-sorAVilliam- 
son),  birtli,  i.  3;  letters  tn,  02-O.i, 
176,  177,  210,  237;  ii.  77 

Macdonald  of  KarnsclilVe,  the  llarone<--, 
IntrodiKtioii  by,  i.  v — vii 

Macilonald,  AVilliam  (uncle  of  Sir  John 
jMaol-irild),  i.  2 

Macdonald,  William  (luotliei  of  .Sir  John 
Macdonald),  i.  3 

Maidouell,  A.  J.  diartiier  of  Sii  Julin 
iMacdunald),  ii.  70 

jMaed.Minell,  Sir  llieliaid  (ila\e-.  I.ii  u- 
ti'n.mt  Governor  of  Nn\a  ScMtiu,  l)i-. 
Tuppoi's  letter  !■>,  iv  Coul'.  d.ialion,  i. 
3.')8-301 

Mackenzie,  Ale.-andir,  first  cluttd  to 
Parliament,  i.  231  ;  (dleiedii  poitiolio 
in  coalition  Government  in  1S0.>,  290  ; 
relations  with  Sir  T,.iiu  Macdonald, 
325,  320;  leader  of  opposition  in 
llousc  of  Commons,  ii.  18;  rumour  of 


I  his  entering  the  Dominion  Cabinet 
I  in  1808,07  u. ;  Prime  Mini-ter  of 
i      Canada,  19.'. 

I  Mackenzie,  George,  i.  6  ;  letter  from,  7 
Mackenzie,  William  Lyon,  i.   Ill;  de- 
claration   that  Clergy  Reserves  were 
the    principal   cause   of    rebellion    in 
Upper  Canada,  i.  12.'),  219 
JIacXab,    Sir    Allan,    elected     Speaker 
Legislative  Asscmlily  (ISl  1).  '•    ''^^' 
Mr.  Macdonald's  loyalty  to.  103.  1.51- 
1.51  ;    forms     coalition     Government 
(18.54),    122,    123  ;    forms    MaeXab- 
Tache    Admini:^tration,     131;   retires 
from      Premiership,       1.57  ;     eleet>d 
Speaker     Legislative     Couiuil,    235, 
230.    Letters  from,  333,  331 
Maepherson,  1).  L.,  his  connection  with 
Canadian  Pacitic  Railway,  ii.  177-190 
Maepherson,  L.  P.,  i.  7 
.^Iaepher.s(Ui,  Mrs.  John.  ii.  279 
McDonald,  Hugh.   M.P.,  sworn  of  the 
Privy  Couiieil  and  appointed  Miui-ter 
of  Militia,  ii.  1.55 
McDniiild,  James.  M. P.,  niendur  Cana- 
dian   Pacitic    Railway  Comniittn'.    ii. 
105;  Sir  John    Maeiloiiald's    opinion 
of.  192 
.Mclloiigall,  William,  one  of  tin-  lea  !er- 
of  Ih.'  Clutr-fnil  Party,  i.  77  ;  ('"!ii- 
ni'-'i'iiur   ot   Crown   Lands    in   Mac- 
donald-Si-Mtti.    Admiiii-tiatimi,    213; 
coalesces  with    Mr.  .Macdonald.  2oO ; 
member  ('ouieKi-.ition  Confireiic.s  at 
Charlolletown,  207, --at  (inebrc.  2oS, 
—at  LouJoii.  310  ;  .^woru  ot  the  Piivy 
an:    ajipointcd    Miiii-t^r    of 
V  ■•  ',  ,    330;    created    CI!., 
i,;.j...iiited  Lieutenant  (r>ver- 
tl..     Xorth-We-t    Tellitoiii-, 
.lit'  iiipf>    to  enter  the    ti  iii- 
.■topii'd    at   frontier.    /''.  ; 
le    fillletions  of    Lieiitenaht 
Govu.ior,  .59;  Sir  John  M.iedoiidd's 
adviee  to,  52-55.     Letter^  to.  i.  202  ; 
ii.  52  50  ;  letters  from,  i.  2.SS 
.McUee,    Thomas    d'Arey,    joins     Mae- 
donald  -  Sicoffe  Government,   i.   .;J3; 
(piirrels    with    San>ltleld    .Macdondd, 
218;  allies  himself  with  Mr.  John  A. 
Macdonald,  251;  becomes  Minister  of 


Council 

I'uli!;.; 
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Agriculture  iu  the  second  Tuclic-Mao- 
ilona',1  Aclminisfralidii,  2.')C ;  nicnibrr 
Confcderalion  Conferences  at  C'liarlotto- 
town,  2G7, — at  Quebec,  2G8  ;   waives 
his  ri;;ht  to  a  scat  in  the  first  Doniiuiou 
Cabinet,  330,  331 ;  liis  assassination, 
ii.  7-13.   Letters  from,  ii.  8,  n.,  11  n. 
McGill,  Peter,  appointed  Speaker  Legis- 
lative Council,  i.  51 
McJIullen,  G.  W.,  his  connection  with 
the  granting  of  ,lrst  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  charter,  ii.  1C9,  170 
McTuvish,  William,  Governor  Iludsou's 

Bay  Company,  ii.  50,  Gl 
Manahan,  Anthony,  opposes  Jlr.  Mac- 
donald  iu  Kingston  election  (1811),  i. 
34 
Manitoba,  establishment  of  Province  of, 

ii.  63,  G4 
Manitoba   School    Question,    Sir    John 

Macdouald's  views  on,  ii.  218,  2-19 
Manning,   Cardinal,    letters    indicating 
appointment  of  Canadian  Cardinal,  ii. 
213 
Mayo,   Earl   of,   reasons  for    declining 
oflicc  Governor-General  of  Canada,  ii. 
17 
Metcalfe,   Sir   Charles,   history,  i.    27 ; 
arrival  in   Canada,  28 ;   a-sumcs  tlie 
I'nnetiiins    of    Governor-General,   j'^. ; 
administration, 'JS-;!!,  3S,  39;  ennoble- 
ment, 38,  39  ;  relu.  lis  to  Kngland,  i7i.  ; 
death,  ib. 
^\\Y\{\\\  m\  of  ISO'2,  defeat  of  Carti.r- 
Macdonald  Government  on,  i.  23G,  237 
Mitchell,    I'eter,    selection    of,    by   ^Ir. 
Tilley  ns    his    colleague    from    Niw 
iJrunswiek,  i.  329  ;  sworn  of  tlic  Privy 
Council    and    a])))oiiited    Mini^:ter   ol 
Marine  and   Pislieries,    330 ;    extract 
from  letter  to,  ii.  11 
;M<marcliical  idea,  should  be  fostered  in 

Canada,  ii.  230 
Monck,  Vi~ciiuii1,  a'^-umes  the  Govcrn- 
luti't  cf  f'aiiailii,  i.  231  ;  impatience  at 
■  !iiv,  pMi^ir.  -•<  of  Confederation  negotia- 
tinii-,  299-303,  372,  373;  entrusts 
.Mr.  Macdonald  with  formation  of  first 
Jj(miiiii(>ii  Cabinet,  319,  320;  resigns 
oflic'!  of  '^iovirnor-General,  ii.  17  ; 
Sir  Join  .Macdonald's  opinion  of,  15, 


IG.    Letters  to,  i.  300-302  ;  ii.  29-31. 
153;  letters  from,  i.  285,  28G,  299, 
300,  302,  303,  319,  320,    387,  389, 
390 
Morin,    A.    X.,    member   of    first    La 
Fontaine-Baldwin  Government,  i.  20  ; 
joins   Ilineks's  Government,  87  ;  co- 
alesces with  Sir  Allan  :^IacXab,  123 ; 
retires  from  political  life,  134 
Moiris,   Alexander,    his    share    in    the 
negotiations  which  led  to  the  coalition 
of  18G4,  i.  344  ;  ii.  C8 ;  sworn  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  appointed  ^linister 
of    Inland    Kevenue,   CS ;    appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor     of     Manitoba, 
155.   Letter  from,  ii.  G7  ;  letter  to,  "1 
Morris,  James,  Po-tmastcr  General,   i. 
87  ;  speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
189  ;  Keceiver  General,  243 
Morris,  "William,  accepts  oflicc  under  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe,  i.  30 ;    'nvitcs  Mr. 
Macdonald  to  join  the  lira  ,'r  Cabiiut, 
48 
Morrison,  J.  C,    joins   ^lacXab-Taclu' 
Government,  i.    151  ;    fail-   t"   i-n  uir 
his   re-election,    174;    resigns    otlice, 
180;     re-enters    the    Cabinet,    231  ; 
remains   a    Miiii-ter    inr    two    vi  ir-, 
without  a  seat  in  tlie  l.i'gi-lalme,  ib.  ; 
retires  from  jiolilical  lile,  2:1'! 
^lowat,    Oliver,    .-tiidie-   law   with    Mr. 
Macdonald,  i.  8;    enters  Parliaim  nt, 
174  ;  member  liroxsn-Doriou  Admini-- 
tration,    IS!);  eontr-t-;  Kingston  \wth 
>lr.  Macdonald.  230;  memlier  Mac- 
doiiald-Dorii.a    Administration,    21S  ; 
coalesces  with   Mr.   Macdimald,  20i)  ; 
1       member     (iiiel'ec     Coiifereiu'e,    2G8 ; 
,       becomes  Vice-Chancellor  of   Ontario, 
I       27H  ;  letter  to,  re  jiardoning  power,  275 
'   Murdoch,  Sir  Clinton,  ii.  03 
Musgrave,  Anthony.  Governor  of  Xcw- 
foundland.  ii.  Ml  ;  appointed  Gover- 
nor of  ]!riti-h  t'oliimbia  on  Sir  .'"b" 
.Macdoni.K!'- ■ii-,^v-tii'ii.  ib. 

Xatioiuil    jiolicy,   Sir    .'■  Iiii  M   ■  IoIkiI  ; 
early  allu-iuii  lo,  ii.  L'o;) ;  inauguration 
of  tiic,  200-203 
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;  I  iiliTs  I'arliaim  nl, 
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230  ;  nienilier  ]\Iac- 
Viiinini-tiation,  2IS  ; 
Ir.  Maedonald,  200  ; 
'  Confereuee,  20S ; 
lancillor  of  Ontario, 
pardoning  power,  27') 
>n,  ii.  03 

,  (io^^|■nor  of  New- 
■I  :  appointed  Gover- 
•Iniubia  on  Sir  .'■•In' 
'  -tii'ii,  ib. 
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Nelson,  Dr.,  i.  31 

Nelson,  Judge,  American  Conlnli<^ioner 

^  Joint  High  Conimij.-ion  (1871),  ii.  88 

Newcastle,  Duko  of,  r.ceonipanies  Prince 


ratience,    the   game   of,  ii.    209;    the 

quality  of,    281 
Patton,  James  Solicitor  General,  West, 

in     Cartier-MacdonalJ     Govemnicut, 


of  Wales  to  Canada  (ISCO),  i.  221-220  '       j.  23.j 

Newfoundland,    Confederation    negotia-  '  Penny,  K.  G.,  relations  of,  with  Sir  John 

tion.s  with,  ii.  1-15,  140  I       Macdonald,  i.  320,  327 

Northcote,  Sir   Stafford,  de  criplion    of  I  Perrv,  Peter,  i.  77 

Sir  John  Maedonald,  ii.  64;    course  \  I'ieh'e,  K.  A.,  i.  180,  188 

throughout     negotiations     Treaty    of  j  J%ugh'..:,,  stea.ner,  aceidcut  to,  i.  2\o, 

A\ashington,  100,  112,  113;  letter  re  '       -MO 

^T'-^^'f*.  ■?*'"'^''  "'"S'^'i'^tions  for  :  Polette,  Autoine,  n.enib.r  Canadian 
Its  acquisition  by  Canada,  ii.  39,  40,  !  Padlic  liaihvay  Comnii^.ion  (1873),  ii. 
49;  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  divisions 
of,  40-42;  Hon.  SviUiam  .MeDougall's 
abortive  attempt  to  enter,  .02-01 ;  trans- 
fer to  the  Dominion,  01 

Nova  Scotia,  pacification  of  in  1SG8,  ii. 
22-37,  299-311 
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C8,  12.5 

Eeciproi'ity  Treaty  of  18.51,  its  negotia- 
tion, i.  Ill  ;  ratification,  128;  teinii- 
natiim,  292  ;  ii.  81 

Pud  llivir  Settltnunf,  dt-tiij.tii.ii  of,  ii. 
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(18;58),  182.     LiUirsfrom,  IISI;'! 

ItoU'n;  I.c  I'tiiti,  foniiafion  of,  i.  79 

Pujiirt's  Land,  ac(jnisition  of,  by  Canada, 
ii.  G4 


S 


Salal]erry,  Colonel  Charles,  mi->ion  to 
Ked  Kiver  (18G9--70),  ii.  Gl 

Salisbury,  Marquis  of,  speech  at  Has- 
tings on  "  inter-Imperial  "  trade 
(1892),  ii.  218,  219  n. 

San  Juan  Island,  case  of,  ii.  102,  120, 
131 

Scheuck,  General,  American  Commis- 
sioner Joint  High  Commi-ssion  {1871)i 
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into  Ojiposition,  207  ;  forms  an  alliance 
with  Saiidfield  Macdonald,  229,  213 ; 
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Thibaudean,  J.  K.,  niei'dna'  Ibown- 
Dorion  Adniinistiatinn,  i.  ISO 

Thibanit,  Very  Kev.  M.,  nii--ion  to  lied 
Kiver,  ii.  Gl 

Thompson,  I)a\i(l,  i.  82 
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297,  30.5-309,  329;  sworn  of  tlic 
Privy  Council  and  api)ointtd  Mini>ttr 
of  Customs,  330  ;  created  C. P.. ,  331  n.; 
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